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My Lorp, 
You will perhaps agree with me in thinking, that 
one of the most satisfactory and least objectionable 
modes of ascertaining and establishing theological 
truth is by the careful adduction of concurrent his- 
torical testimony. 

However clear in themselves may be the declara- 
tions of Holy Scripture respecting all the great 
leading articles of our faith: yet it cannot be dis- 
sembled, that, as very widely different interpreta- 
tions have been put upon various passages in the 
Bible, so likewise we have sometimes been even 
required to admit sundry doctrines or opinions not 
a vestige of which can be discovered in the inspired 
word of God. 
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Under such circumstances, it seems obvious to 
institute an historical inquiry into the nature of 
those tenets, which the primitive Church, under 
the distinct aspect of their exhibiting the real mind 
of Scripture because they were known and acknow- 
ledged to have been delivered by the express 
teaching of the Apostles to all the various eccle- 
siastical successions, unanimously professed to hold 
from the very beginning. 

This inquiry, if honestly conducted, must, I 
think, instinctively approve itself to every upright 
reasoner. For the principle, upon which it goes, 
is so plain, that it can scarcely be misapprehended 
even by the meanest understanding: while yet, at 
the same time, it is so forcible, as to command the 
assent of the highest intellect. 

Unless all moral certainty be banished from the 
world, what the primitive Church, with one con- 
sent, professed to have received from the Apostles, 
could not but have been taught to the primitive 
Church by the Apostles: and, what was taught to 
the primitive Church by the Apostles, could not 
but have set forth the real mind of that inspired 
volume, the whole second portion of which was 
written either by the Apostles themselves or by 
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individuals under their immediate inspection and 
superintendence. 

In like manner, on the other hand, if, in the pri- 
mitive Church, we find no traces, either of certain 
expositions of Holy Scripture itself, or of certain 
doctrmes and opinions which assuredly can be no 
where found in the Bible; we may be morally sure, 
that no such expositions or doctrines were ever de- 
livered by the Apostles: and, if no such expositions 
or doctrines were ever delivered by the Apostles or 
were ever received by the primitive Church; we 
may be morally sure, that they were the mere . 
human inventions of a later age, and consequently 
that they carry with them not a shadow of binding 
authority. 

On this basis, I need not remind your lord- 
ship, is built the luminous and incontrovertible 
canon of Tertullian: WHATEVER IS FIRST, I8 TRUE; 
WHATEVER IS LATER, IS ADULTERATE. 

And almost little, even to any person, need I 
point out the application of this canon, when once 
it has been thus laid down. 
~ Tf a man calls upon me to receive a particular 
exposition of Scripture, which, by the exercise of 


what is denominated Private Judgment, he has 
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persuaded himself is the true one; I naturally re- 
quire him to prove, by adequate historical testi- 
mony, that his proposed exposition sets forth the 
real import of the passage: for, however satisfac- 
tory, to his own mind, may peradventure be the 
result of his own private judgment ; most clearly 
the declaration of his private judgment is‘ no proof 
to me, that he has struck out the true interpreta- 
tion. What J require from him, is tangible evi- 
dence, not mere bold gratuitous assertion. Let him 
shew, that the primitive Church, from the declared 
teaching of the Apostles, interpreted as he inter- 
prets: and I have done. But, if he cannot shew 
this; and, still more, if, upon inquiry, the primi- 
tive Church shall be found to have adopted, pro- 
- fessedly from the Apostles, a totally different mode 
of exposition: chen, in the first case, his projected 
interpretation, to say the very least of it, is of no 
authority; and, in the second case, this same pro- 
jected interpretation must be at once discarded, 
as absolutely false and erroneous. When matters 
turn out to be ¢hus circumstanced, to appeal, in 
the exposition of Scripture, to his own private judg- 
ment, is to talk absolute nonsense. No new-fangled 
interpretation can, on the plea of private judgment, 
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be for a moment received, when it shall appear, 
that this private judgment is either unsupported 
by or contradicted by the well ascertained voice 
of the really primitive Church apostolic. A man 
might as well. claim to determine, by his own insu. 
lated and unmquirmmg private judgment, the sense 
of a classical allusion, in neglect or defiance of the 
voice of classical antiquity: as he might claim to 
determine, by a similar crude exercise of his naked 
and uninformed private judgment, the sense of a 
now disputed passage of Scripture, in neglect or 
defiance of. the. voice of ecclesiastical antiquity. 

I. The principle here insisted upon (the wise 
and rational principle, as your lordship well knows, 
enforced by Irenéus and Tertullian and other pri- 
mitive’ doctors of the Catholic Church) I have. 
ina former Work, applied to the peculiarities 
ef. Popery: and it is not among the least of the 
startline Difficulties of Romanism, that that system 
has beén found unable to abide the test of sober 
historical inquiry. 

L.. Doubtless, many popish doctrines may be 
traced up to a considerable height of relatiwe an- 
tiquity : but ¢his is insufficient to establish their 
claim to the authority of assured apostolicity. 
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In every instance of romish pecudarities, the chain 
of connection, between our own age and the age 
of the first inspired teachers of Christianity, is too 
short. We vainly try to stretch it, beyond chs 
certain point, or beyond ¢hat certain point. At 
its distant extremity, the links, which ought to 
have united it to the Apostles, are uniformly 
wanting. 

2. Nor is even this deficiency the worst part of 
the matter. 

Not only, negatwely, do all traces of popish 
peculiarities fail us, as we penetrate deeper and 
deeper into antiquity : but also, positively, we often 
find, in the occurrence of primitively received doc- 
trines which stand forth in direct opposition, a dis- 
tinct and unequivocal testimony against them. 

3. Hence, clearly, the scheme, which, in one 
comprehensive word, may be termed Popery, is 
convicted of an origin posterior to the time of 
the Apostles. 

It is convicted, therefore, through the unexcep- 
tionable medium of historical evidence, of being a 
mere human invention : and, as such, agreeably to 
the canon of Tertullian, it must, because later than 
the beginning, be rejected as adulterate. 
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Il. If, by way of yet further illustrating my 
proposed line of argument, the same principle be 
applied to yet another theological system: that 
system will, if I mistake not, be found equally 
deficient in the grand essential of historic testi- 
mony. 

1. The scheme of interpretation, now familiarly, 
though perhaps (if a scheme ought to be desig- 
nated by the name of its ortginal contriver) not 
quite correctly, styled Calvinism, may be readily 
traced back, in the Latin or Western Church, to 
the time of Augustine. 

But here we find ourselves completely at fault. 

Augustine, at the beginning of the fifth ‘century, 
is the first ecclesiastical writer, who annexes, to 
the scriptural terms elect and predestinate, the 
peculiar sense which is now usually styled Calvin- 
istic. With him, in a form scarcely less round 
and perfect than that long subsequently proposed 
by the celebrated Genevan Reformer himself, com- 
menced an entirely new system of interpretation 
previously unknown in the Church Catholic. 

What I state, is a mere dry historical fact. 
Nor can it be safely said, by way of invalidating 
this fact, that evidence, now unhappily lost, once 
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notoriously existed: evidence, I mean, by which 
Calvinism, or (to speak more correctly) Austinism, 
might have been distinctly traced up to the apos- 
tolic age. The illustrious Augustine himself has 
for ever silenced any plea of thzs description. 
When, toward the close of his controversy with 
the Pelagians, le entered largely and systematically 
into his own peculiar views of election and predes- 
tination (views, which, in one place at least, he 
somewhat incautiously acknowledges himself to 
have diligently sought. out and discovered; while 
he tells his opponents, that, if they differ from him 
in such views, God will reveal those views to them, 
provided they walk in the light to which they have 
attained) : when, I say, he at length entered largely 
and systematically into his own peculiar doctrinal 
views ; it was, even by those who concurred in the 
general drift of his previous antipelagian treatises 
and whose soundness in regard to the doctrines of 
free grace and original sin he himself freely admits, 
immediately and unequivocally objected to him, 
that he was now superfluously advancing a scheme 
of doctrine, hitherto unknown and unheard of; a 
scheme of doctrine, contrary to the opinion of all 
antecedent Fathers and contrary to the sense of 
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the entire Church Catholic; a scheme of doctrine; 
which set forth the language of the Apostle Paul, 
when addressing the Romans, in such sort as it 
had never before been understood by any of the 
ecclesiastical writers. 

Here, we may observe, Augustine is directly 
attacked upon the plain and simple score of a mere 
FACT. 

Whatever, abstractedly, might be the merits-or 
demerits, the truth or falsehood, of his system, it is 
roundly charged, at the beginning of the fifth cen- 
tury, with being a PALPABLE NOVELTY. 

To such a charge, any metaphysical defence of 
the system itself, or any confident adduction of the 
words of Scripture when in truth the real question 
at issue was the-import of those words, were clearly 
no legitimate answer. 


The allegation of a Fact, by whomsoever that 
fact may be alleged, can only, through the medium 
of direct historical testimony, be disposed of by a 
satisfactory denial of that Fact. 

Augustine, in the abstract, might be very right, 
or he might be very wrong, in his speculation : but 
Augustine was charged with NovELry. 

Certainly, therefore, his sole business was’ to 
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overwhelm his censurers with a mass of citations, 
which should distinctly and triumphantly prove : 
that, from the very first, and on the express sanc- 
tion of the Apostles, the seriptural terms elect and 
predestinate had been uniformly understood, by the 
earlier Fathers and by the entire Catholic Church, 
precisely as he himself, agreeably to the well- 
remembered instructions which he had received 
from his Catechist, s¢i// understood them at the 
beginning of the fifth century. 

Such, plainly, was his so/e business: for any other 
reply were an utterly irrelevant travelling out of 
the record. 

But how does the great Bishop of Hippo act 
under the present allegation ? 

(1.) Truly, so far as the first part of the asserted 
FACT is concerned, namely the contrariety of his 
doctrinal scheme to the opinion of all antecedent 
Fathers, he at length, after much superfluous dis- 
cussion and (I fear) with a too evident reluctance 
to meddle with the appeal to antiquity, claims to 
produce exactly three witnesses in his favour: 
Cyprian to wit, and Ambrose, and Gregory of 
Nazianzum. , 

Now, with respect to this woefully meagre tale 
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of authorities, even were such authorities pertinent 
and distinct and full to his purpose; still, to carry 
any real weight, they would all be far too modern: 
for Cyprian flourished not until the middle of the 
third century; and Ambrose and Gregory lived 
during the latter part of the fourth century. 

But, in truth, with the scanty exception of nine 
words written by Ambrose, their several testimonies 
are altogether nugatory and irrelevant: so that, in 
pomt of historical evidence as afforded by those 
Fathers who preceded Augustine, the whole mighty 
fabric of Calvinism or Austinism rests upon the 
single Ambrosian sentence; Deus, quos dignatur, 
vocat: et, quem vult, relagiosum facit. 

(2.) Still, however, Augustine does not despair 
of making the’ Church Catholic his auxiliary: 
though his contemporaries had declared his new 
system to be notoriously contrary to the received 
sense of the Church. 

It 1s really painful to observe the mode, in which 
this great man would invalidate the second part of 
the ract alleged against him. 

The Church, he admits, was not wont to bring 
forward, in preaching, his own peculiar view of 
election and predestination: because, formerly, 
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there were no adversaries to answer. But then 
the Church, however silent she might be, clearly 
.shews, that she held, all the while, his own precise 
. doctrinal system. For the Church, says he, directs 
us to pray with Cyprian, that believers may perse- 
vere to the end. Therefore the Church plainly 
inculcates the doctrine of predestined final perse- 
verance : and thence, by a necessary circle of con- 
sequences, she must doubtless be understood, as 
always holding, and as virtually inculcating, the 
argumentatively antecedent doctrines of election 
and predestination, as those doctrines were received 
and explained by Augustine; because predestined 
final perseverance of course depends upon and 
presupposes, according to the regular progress of 
the five points, the doctrine of irreversible election 
to eternal glory. 

2. We must say, I fear, that the alleged racr 
remains, after all the efforts and all the dexterity 
of Augustine, wholly uncontradicted by the testi- 
mony of history. 

Augustine, therefore, at the beginning of the 
fifth century, confessedly stands forth, as the original 
inventer of that scheme of interpretation, which, 
in our days, is usually denominated Calvinism. 
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To this negative testimony, let us add the posi- 


‘tive evidence which .may easily be collected, that 


the primitive Church, from the time of St. Paul’s 
apostolic friend and fellow-labourer the venerable 
Clement of Rome, down to the very age of Augus- 
tine himself, always understood the scriptural terms 
vocation and election to mean ecclesiastical vocation 
and ecclesiastical election, that is to say, @ successive 
vocation and election of indwiduals, from the great 
mass of the Jewish and Gentile World, into the 
wistble Church of Christ, with the intention and for 


the purpose of their becoming holy, though with a 


possibility of their not making their vocation and 
election certain: let us, I say, add positive evidence 
to negative testimony; and the system, first struck 
‘out by Augustine, will, I fear, not stand the test 
required by the canon of Tertullian. It existed 
not from the beginning, on the universally avowed 
and acknowledged ground of its setting forth the 
publicly declared mind of the Apostles: but it 
commenced with the fifth century, under the au- 
thority of mere human uninspired teaching; it 
was immediately charged with bemg a palpable 
and hitherto unheard of novelty; and, that charge, 
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its author, as might indeed have been anticipated 
from his previous unguarded confession that he 
had discovered his system in Scripture only by dint 
‘of his own diligent research, was utterly unable 
effectually to repel. Yet, by the very nature and 
necessity of things, whatever in revelation is first, 
is true: whatever is later, is adulterate. 

III. And now, what is the special object of the 
present Work, we may advantageouly note, how 
different, from both these two cases of Popery and 
Austinism, is the very remarkable case of the 
combined doctrine of the Trinity and of Christ’s 
essential godhead. 

1. In almost every line of direct evidence which 
could have been anteriorly devised and required, 
this vital and all-important doctrine may be dis- 
tinctly traced, step by step, up to the apostolic age 
and the apostolic teaching themselves. 

2. Each line of evidence, even alone, amounts 
to proof positive. But, when the testimonies af- 
forded by all the lines conjointly are united to- 
gether, and when the wreathed chain of evidence 
thus produced is found to reach from our own 
days to the days of the Apostles: the demon- 
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stration, that Zhe doctrine before us is indeed the 
doctrine of the Bible, falls, I think, little short of 
even mathematical demonstration. 

To request your lordship’s patronage of these 
volumes you have recently given me a distinguished 
claim, which I should be unwise not to urge and 
ungrateful ever to forget. Should they, through 
God's blessing, prove useful, in this day of rebuke 
and blasphemy, either to those who are faithfully 
preparing themselves for Holy Orders, or to our 
clerical brethren in their possible discussions with 
an adversary, or to our honestly inquiring laic 
brethren at large : you yourself, I well know, would 
be the first to assert, that my labours had received 
a higher reward than it is in the power of man 
to bestow. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your lordship’s most obliged 


_and obedient servant, 


G. S. FABER. 


VOL. I. a 
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A KNOWLEDGE of the mode, in which God exists, is 
the foundation of all acceptable religious service. 

For, without this knowledge, instead of wor- 
shipping the Deity as he really exists, we shall be in 
danger of worshipping a mere figment of our own 
imagination. And thus, while we suppose ourselves 
to be faithful servants of the alone true God: we 
we may, effectively at least, be guilty of adoring 
an idol. 

I. With respect to the specific mode in which 
God exists, we obviously can know nothing save 
what he himself has been pleased to communicate. 

Now, in what all Christians believe to be the 
very word of the Deity, a communication, to that 
precise effect, actually has been made. 

_ Hence, as it would seem, every ground of dis- 
crepance ought hereafter to be completely re- 
moved. 

Yet this is far from being the case. For two 
theological systems, differing most vitally from each 
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other, and yet severally claiming to be founded 
upon Scripture, are, in the present day, warmly 
maintained and defended by their respective ad- 
herents. 

1. These two systems differ, in regard to the 
nature of the divine unity. 

(1.) According to the one system, God exists in 
perfect unity of essence. And he so exists in per- 
fect unity of essence, that he exists, at the same 
time, in a single person only. 

(2.) But, according to the other system, God 
exists, indeed, in perfect unity of essence. Yet he 
so exists in perfect unity of essence, that he exists, 
at the same time, in three distinct persons also. 

2. They differ, likewise, in regard to the personal 
character of the Son. 

(1.) According to the one system, Christ is a 
perfect man. And he is so a perfect man, that he 
is nothing more than a mere man: a man, that is 
to say, born in the ordinary course of nature, and 
in every physical respect similar to ourselves. 

(2.) But, according to the other system, Christ 
is a perfect man indeed. Yet he is so a perfect 
man, that, by the union of the divine nature to the 
human nature, he is also perfect God: being, in- 
carnately, the second of those three distinct per- 
sons, who are jointly comprehended within the 
absolute unity of the divine essence. 
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3. They differ, moreover, in regard to the nature 
of the Holy Ghost. 


(1.) According to the one system, the Holy 
Ghost is, either the unipersonal God himself, or 
the personification of a quality, or a certain pecu- 
liar virtue and efficacy of God through the medium 
of which God operates, or spiritual gifts, or a col- 
lective body of men inspired by God, or the highest 
of created angels: though it does not seem as yet 
to have been positively settled, waicu of these six 
several opinions ought to be adopted exclusively '. 


* I subjoin the six antitrinitarian definitions of the Holy 
Ghost ; appending the authorities, whence I learn their respec- 
tive proposal and adoption by the most esteemed doctors of the 
Antitrinitarian School. 

I, The first definition is: that The Holy Ghost is cop um- 
SELF ; or, in other words, that The Holy Ghost is identical with 
the unipersonal Deity commonly styled the Father. 

1. Cum Spiritus Sanctus sit Spiritus Dei; certumque sit alio- 
qui (1 Corinth. ii. 9—11.), spiritum alicujus persone: non posse 
esse personam, ab ea, cujus est spiritus, distinctam: non minus 
constare, cum Spiritui Sancto ea tribuuntur, que persone et 
simul ipsius Dei sunt propria, nihil aliud intelligendum nomine 
Spiritis Sancti esse, quam 1psuM DEUM. Faust. Socin. Respons. 
ad Wiek. c. x. 

2. Sometimes, the Spirit or Holy Spirit of God is put directly 
for GoD HIMSELF: as in 1 Corinth. ii. 11. The Spirit of God 
here is GoD HIMSELF. Lindsey’s Sequel to Apol. p. 163. 

II. The second definition is: that The Holy Ghost ts THE 
PERSONIFICATION OF A QUALITY. 

1. By 
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(2.) But, according to the other system, the 
Holy Ghost is strictly a personal agent. For he 


1. By the Spirit or Holy Spirit of God, is most frequently 
signified HIs POWER OR WISDOM OR BOTH. Lindsey’s Sequel to 
Apol. p. 164. 

2. Both Satan and the Holy Spirit are peRsoniFIcATIONS OF 
quaLitigs. New Testam. in an Improved Version, note on Acts 
v. 3,4. 

III. The third definition is: that The Holy Ghost ts a cERTAIN 
PECULIAR VIRTUE AND EFFICACY OF GOD, THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF 
WHICH GOD OPERATES. 

1. Ipsum Deum, Spiritu suo, id est, VIRTUTE ATQUE ERFPICACIA 
SUA, agentem atque operantem. Faust. Socin. Respons. ad Wiek. 
C. Xe 

2. Credo me satis ostendisse, Spiritum Sanctum non esse per- 
gonam, non magis quam aliz vel proprietates vel effecta Dei sint 
persone: cim nihil sit aliud, quam PECULIARIS QUZDAM VIRTUS 
&T EFFICACIA DEI. Faust. Socin. Respons. ad Wiek. c. x. 

IV. The fourth definition is: that The Holy Ghost is sprarruat 
GIFTS. 

1. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost : 
as a symbolical profession of that holy religion ; which originated 
with the Father, was taught by Christ the Son (that is, the ser- 
vant and messenger of God), and confirmed by THE GIFTS OF THE 
HOLY gpost. New Test, in an Improv. Vers. note on Matt. 
xxvill. 19. 

2. See also the same definition given, in Catech. Racov. c. vie 
quepst. 12, and in Priestley’s Hist. of Corrupt. part 1. sect. 7. 
Works, vol. v. p. 58. 

V. The. fifth definition is: that The Holy Ghost is a cox- 


LECTIVE BODY OF MEN INSPIRED BY GOD. 
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is the third of those three distinct persons, who are 


To deceiwe the Holy Spirit : that is, mEN WHO WERE INSPIRED BY 
cop. New Testam. in an Improv. Version, note on Acts v. 8, 4. 


VI. The sixth definition is: that The Holy Ghost is tux 
HIGHEST OF CREATED ANGELS. 

Justinus Spiritum Sanctum cum angelis conjungit, quasi uxus 
EORUM ESSET ET PRACIPUUS, UT REVERA ES?, quicquid Justinus 
senserit. Gilbert. Cleric. Antiniceenism. p. 105, 

Mr. Clerke borrowed this definition from John Biddle, who 
had previously advanced and maintained it as expressing the 
undoubted scriptural import of the Holy Ghost. See Bull. 
Brev. Animad. in Anteniceen. § 24. 

With respect to Justin, as will readily be believed, he says 
nothing of what Mr. Clerke is pleased to attribute to him. I 
subjoin his own words: in which he testifies, under the plural 
form, that, as he and the whole Catholic Church of his day, as 
it subsisted about thirty years after the death of St. John, had 
been catechetically taught by their predecessors the worship and 
adoration of THE FATHER and THE SON and THE SPIRIT; 80 were 
they willing ungrudgingly to communicate the same worship and 
adoration to their successors. 

"ANN’ ’Excivdy re, xal rov xap’ abrov Yidy édOdvra (cal ddaé- 
ayra hdc ratra cal rov rv EddAwy Exopévwy cal éopowvpéevwr 
ayabay ayyédwy orpardy), vetpd re ro xpopnrudy, oeBdpeba 
kai xpooxuvowpev, Adyy cal ddyOelg rysdyrec, Kal wayri Bovdopévy 
pabeiv, de dd Onper, apOdvuc rapadwWérrec. Justin. Apol. 1. 
Oper. p. 43. Sylburg. 1593. 

My present business, however, is merely to shew, on the un- 
exceptionable authority of Mr. Biddle and Mr. Clerke: that, 
according to one of the six interpretations propounded by the 
Antitrinitarian School, the Holy Ghost is THB HicHEeT (pre- 
eipuus) OF CREATED ANGELS. 
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jointly comprehended within the absoluteness of 
the divine unity. 

4. They differ, finally, in their ascription of essen- 
tial divinity. 

(1.) According to the one system, the Father is 
true God exclusively of the Son and the Spirit. Or, 
at least, when the Spirit is pronounced to be per- 
sonally identical with the Father, the Father is true 
God exclusively of the Son. 

(2.) But, according to the other system, the 
Father is true God, the Son is true God, and the 
Holy Ghost is true God: and all the three, col- 
lectively, are the one true God. Yet the Father, per- 
sonally, is not the Son: nor is the Son, personally, 
the Holy Ghost; nor is the Holy Ghost, personally, 
the Father. 

II. Each of these two systems claims alike to be 
founded upon scRIPTURE. 

But, in reality, the true basis of each is a pAR- 
TICULAR INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE. 

For Scripture itself decides nothing, until it be 
first interpreted. 

On this point, simple as it is, I have ob- 
served great confusion of ideas among some 
even of the most approved of the antitrinitarian 
writers. 

1. Mr. Lindsey, for instance, assures us: that 
THE AUTHORITIES OF MEN are nothing. And he adds: 
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that Jt ss HOLY SCRIPTURE ALONE, which can decide 
the smportant point at issue between the Trinstarian 
and the Antitrinitarian'. 

(1.) Now, in this two-fold statement, so far as I 


+ Lindsey’s Apol. p. 28. I think it only equitable to say, that 
this confusion of ideas is no way peculiar to the Antitrinitarian 
School. 

We often hear it crudely said by those who ought to know 
better: that They prefer the decision of God's revealed word to 
the deciston of Fathers and Councils. 

J. Such a preference, in the abstract, no sober Christian will 
censure : but this, I apprehend, is not the real question. Be- 
fore we talk of preference, we ought to ascertain wHaT the de- 
cision of God’s revealed word really is: otherwise, we may be 
in no small danger of mistaking our own private decision for the 
authoritative deciston of Holy Scripture. 

II. The whole matter, though the propounders of a vulgar 
paralogism are very apt to overlook it, rests upon the point of 
INTERPRETATION: and it does not quite necessarily follow, that 
the decision of God’s revealed word is really that, which we may 
rapidly pronounce to be its decision. 

1. Hence, though no prudent person would broadly prefer 
the decision of Fathers and Councils to the decision of God's 
revealed word: yet many prudent persons may haply prefer an 
interpretation of God’s word propounded by an ancient Father 
to an interpretation of God's word propounded by the insulated 
private judgment of a modern theologian. 

2. A cautious inquirer will always distinguish, between the 
actual decision and the asserted decision, of God’s revealed word. 
They are in no wise, of necessity, identical. 
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can understand its purport, Mr. Lindsey advocates a 
plain impossibility. 

Scripture ALONE, he tells us, must decide the im- 
portant point at issue between the Trinitarian and 
the Antitrinitartian: and The authorities of men are 
NOTHING. . 

Yet Scripture, it is quite clear, cannot decide the 
important point at issue, unless it be first inter- 
preted. And, in the present state of the world, all 
supernatural communication with heaven having 
ceased, Scripture cannot be tnterpreted save by 
some human being. 

But, whenever Scripture is interpreted by a man, 
EVERY such interpretation must inevitably rest upon 
the authority of a man. 

Mr. Lindsey, however, without making a single 
exception, declares: that The authorities of men are 
NOTHING. 

Therefore, inasmuch as ALL interpretations rest 
upon the authorities of men, and inasmuch as the 
authorities of men are NoTHING: it clearly follows; 
that, in the judgment of Mr. Lindsey, Every imter- 
pretation must be alike rejected, on the express 
score of its resting upon NOTHING. 

Now, when EVERY interpretation shall have been 
thus ake equitably rejected; and, consequently, 
when Mr. Lindsey’s own interpretation shall have 
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been rejected among the reat (for Zhe authorities of 
men are NOTHING: and Mr. Lindsey’s own interpre- 
tation, however we may admire its ingenuity, is, 
after all, the mere authoritative decision of a man); 
Holy Scripture, at length, remains quite aLoNE. 

But, as Mr. Lindsey teaches us, It ts Holy Scrip- 
ture thus ALONE, or Holy Scripture altogether un- 
adulterated by ANY HUMAN INTERPRETATION, which 
must finally decide the smportant paint at issue be- 
tween the Trimtarian and Axntitrinitarian. 

(2.) A prudent inquirer will here naturally ask, 
how this extraordinary feat of controversial decision 
can he accomplished after the mode recommended 
by Mr. Lindsey. For, to all practical intents and 
PUrposes, SCRIPTURE UNINTERPRETED, or Scripture 
perused without the annexation of a single her- 
meneutic idea to its phraseology, is neither more 
nor less, than sCRIPTURE IN A 8TATE OF PROFOUND 
SILENCE. 

To the present very obvious question, the very 
obvious reply is the proposition with which I set 
out. 

Mr. Lindsey ts the advocate of a plain impossi- 
bility. 

For, most indisputably, the entire matter will 
stand in manner following. 

Scripture UNINTERPRETED can decide nothing. 

But, according to Mr. Lindsey, no human inter- 
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pretation, so far as concerns the decision of a theo- 
logical question, is of the least value. For Every 
human interpretation rests upon the authority of 
a man. And, as Mr. Lindsey himself distinctly 
assures us, The authorities of men are NOTHING. 

Therefore, when, in one breath, Mr. Lindsey 
tells us; that Scripture ALONE must decide the point 
at issue, and yet that The authorities of men in the 
interpretation of Scripture are NoTHING: he clearly 
recommends, to our honest labours, the accom- 
plishment of an impossibility. 

(3.) The antitrinitarian admirer of this paradoxi- 
cal speculatist may very possibly urge: that The 
point at tssue ought, indeed, to be decided by Scrip- 
ture ALONE; but, then, so by Scripture alone, as 
SCRIPTURE IS INTERPRETED BY MR. LINDSEY. 

Such a claim, should it be gravely propounded, 
would be nothing better than mere solemn trifling. 

For, in the first place, there seems to be no 
special reason, why we should be bound to take 
the interpretation of Mr. Lindsey, rather than the 
interpretation of an other person. 

And, in the second place, by telling us that Zhe 
authorities of men are NoTHING, Mr. Lindsey himself 
(a judge, from whom his admirers cannot, in the 
present matter, consistently appeal) has, virtually 
and by a plain necessity of consequence, assured 
us: that his own interpretation of Scripture pos- 
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sesses no authority; that, in truth, it is a mere 
NOTHING ; and that it is, thence, unworthy of the 
slightest attention. 

2. Mr. Haynes, according to the account given 
of him by Mr. Lindsey, seems to have involved 
himself in the very same confusion of ideas. For, 
with him also as with Mr. Lindsey, The word of 
God ALONE 18 to settle the matter: while yet, at the 
same time, No regard is to be paid to any human 
scheme or explanation of that word. - 

Mr. Lindsey has favoured us with the following 
statement of the principles of this kindred theo- 
logian. 

He was fully persuaded, in his own mind, of the 
truth of his sentiments concerning God and Jesus 
Christ. He founded them upon the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, for which he had the highest veneration. He 
thought himself thoroughly justified, to his own con- 
science, in taking his notions of God from the word 
of God atone. And he, THEREFORE, paid but little 
regard to ANY human scheme or explanation '. 


’ Lindsey’s Sequel to Apol. p. 20—23. The same contempt 
of primitive antiquity, and the same adulation of their own su- 
perior wisdom in the interpretation of Scripture, as that which 
so strongly characterises our modern Unipersonalists, equally 
characterised the Arians at the beginning of the fourth century. 
Their humour is strongly delineated in an epistle of Alexander 
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Now, than this eonduct of Mr. Haynes, built on 
his own avowed principles as teported (very faith- 


of Alexandria to Alexandér of Constantinople, which has been 
preserved by Theodoret. | 

Obse rv apxalwy rivag ovyxpivay eavroic dkioveww® obde, ol¢ 
Hpetc ex waldwy aprhoaper didacxddorc, éktcovoPa dvéxovrat. 
ANN’ ob0€ THY viv wayraxoU oudAELTovpyHy Tiva ele pérpoy co- 
plac fyyovvrac’ pdvoe cogol cal dxrhpovec cal doyparwy ebpérat 
Aéyovrec elvat, Kal abroic dwoxexardvgBar pdvorc, rep obdert roy 
ind rév frwov Erépy -wégucey édBciy dic Evvouay. Theod. Hist. 
Eccles. lib. i. c. 4. p. 16. Paris, 1678. 

In truth, the imprudent boast of the Arians, that they were 
discoverers of doctrines, coyparwy evpérat, was obviously, even 
in itself, a condemnation of their system. Had their scheme 
set forth the genuine purport of the Gospel, it could not have 
been discovered at the beginning of the fourth century. On the 
contrary, it must have been universally Anown and received, in 
the Catholic Church, from the very time of the Apostles. A 
confession of doctrinal novelty is a confession of doctrinal false- 
hood. In matters purely secular, such as the arts and sciences, 
we may, from time to time, as the world grows older, reasonably 
expect the making of new discoveries. But, in the very nature 
and necessity of a divine revelation, no new discoveries of doc- 
trine, at an age subsequent to the delivery of the revelation 
itself, can possibly be accomplished. Doctrinal error may, 
doubtless, be removed: and long-smothered doctrinal truth 
may, doubtless, be rediscovered. But, in every such case, the 
acquisition of doctrinal truth must be strictly a rediscovery, as 
contradistinguished from a new discovery: nor can any pretence 
even of a rediscovery be legitimately admitted, unless the pro- 
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fully, 1 doubt not) by Mr. Lindsey, nothing, surely, 
can be more irrational, more inconsistent, and more 
self-contradictory. 

Mr. Haynes, we are told, paid but little regard 
to any human scheme or to any human explana- 
tion. And yet, upon the mere strength of his own 
explanation of Scripture, he was FULLY PERSUADED 
of the truth of his sentiments concerning God and 
Jesus Christ. In other words, he was FULLY PER- 
SUADED upon the mere strength of what, even by his 
own shewing, was worthy of but little regard. 

Accordingly, as-Mr. Lindsey yet further informs 
us, Mr. Haynes, though he pronounced aL, human 
interpretations of Scripture, and therefore obviously 
his own among the rest, to be undeserving of the 
least notice, absolutely declared: that He hémself 
had NO DOUBTS, NO SCRUPLES, NO SECRET MISGIVINGS, 


pounder can shew, from clear and distinct historical testimony, 
that he has merely brought again to light a long-suppressed and 
@ once universally received primeval doctrine. Divine or doc- 
trinal truth must needs be from the very beginning : and, if from 
the very beginning a doctrine has not subsisted, that circumstance 
alone demonstrates its palpable falsehood. There cannot be a 
more hopeless fatuity, than either to assert or to expect a new 
doctrinal discovery in the field of Theology. The asserter of 
any such new discovery is a mountebank: and the expectant of 
itis an idiot. Ip gssE VERUM, QUODCUNQUE PRIMUM: ID ESSE 
ADULTERUM, QUODCUNQUE POSTERIUS. Tertull. adv. Prax. § 2. 
Oper. p. 405. 
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that he either WAs, or even MIGHT BE, mistaken. But, 
on the contrary, he assured his friends: that He 
had A FULL AND ENTIRE PERSUASION, that his own 
foundation was MOST CERTAIN AND INFALLIBLE '. 

The truth of the matter is: that, although Mr. 
Haynes claimed to found his sentiments upon the 
word of God aLonE, he really founded them upon 
HIS OWN PRIVATE EXPLANATION of that word ; while 
yet, with singular inconsistency, he at the same 
time professed to pay small regard to any human 
scheme or explanation. 

His foundation, in short, as he gravely assures 
us, is most certain and infallible. But his certainty 
and his infallibility rest upon the mere authority 
of a man. And Mr. Lindsey will teach him, that 
the authorities of men are nothing. 

3. Exactly the same remark applies to the 
parallel dogmatism of Dr. Priestley. 

When speaking of the Bible, this writer asserts : 
that He himself, Dr. Priestley to wit, is IN FULL 
POSSESSION Of that strong-hold of his faith ?*. 


1 Lindsey’s Sequel to Apol. p. 20—23. 

* Priestley’s Works, vol. xviii. p. 567. Yet Dr. Priestley 
treats this strong-hold of his faith somewhat unceremoniopsly : 
for he denies the authority of the Bible to be final. 

After claiming to have shewn, that there is no such doctrine 
as that of the Trinity in the Scriptures: he boldly adds; that, 
IF IT HAD BEEN FOUND THERE, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN IMPOSSIBLE 
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Now, in the very nature and necessity of things, 
it is certain: that the Bible cannot be the strong- 


FOR A REASONABLE MAN TO BELIEVE IT; a8 tf implies a contra- 
diction, which no miracles can prove. Hist. of Early Opin. 
Introd. sect.iv. Works, vol. vi. p. $3, 34. 

I. We may safely concede to Dr. Priestley, that a revelation 
from God cannot propound a contradiction : but it does not, by 
any necessary consequence, seem thence to follow, that, what Dr. 
Priestley deems a contradiction, is really such. A more modest, 
and (I will venture to add) a more rational, inquirer would not 
have professed his predetermination to reject a doctrine, even if 
revealed in Scripture, on the very insufficient ground : that such 
a doctrine, to his finite reason, antecedently APPEARED to be a 
contradiction. He would rather, I think, have been humbly 
satisfied : that no REAL contradiction could subsist in a doctrine, 
which, in point of fact, was revealed in Scripture. 

II. Be this, however, as it may, Dr. Priestley denies the au- 
thority of the Bible to be final, while yet he compliments it with 
the title of the strong-hold of his faith. Professedly he would 
not believe the doctrine of the Trinity, even if it could be clearly 
ascertained, as a naked matter of fact, that that doctrine is 
taught in the Bible. In such a supposed case, which may per- 
adventure turn out to be a true case, he would reject his strong- 
hold the Bible, rather than believe what the Bible teaches. 

III. When a person has once laid it down antecedently, that 
the doctrine of the Trinity cannot be true: he must inevitably 
come to the perusal of Scripture, not with any intention of 
LEARNING what may be there revealed, but with a full resolution 
of so expounding Scripture as to compel it to speak his own 
sentiments and thus to enable him to declare that he rinps in it a 
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hold of Dr. Priestley’s faith, until he shall have 
first so interpreted it as to enforce its agreement 
with his own system. 

But, in the business of interpretation, the author- 
stzes of men are nothing: and the authority even 
of Dr. Priestley is on/y the authority of a man. 

Therefore Dr. Priestley’s faith, being founded 
merely upon his own interpretation of Scripture, 
which interpretation rests merely upon his own 
human authority, is founded, as Mr. Lindsey will 
teach him, upon xothing. 

IIT. Discarding, then, the contradictory language 
of some antitrinitarian writers; that The point at 
issue between them and their opponents must be de- 
cided by Scripture aLoNne, while yet The authorities 
of men tn the interpretation of Scripture are NOTHING : 
we may now say; that Zhe dispute, between the 
modern Trinitarian and the modern Antitrinitarian, 
is really a dispute, not respecting THE AUTHORITY OF 
SCRIPTURE, but respecting THE RIGHT INTERPRETATION 
OF SCRIPTURE. | 
system which he had already predetermined to be the truth in- 
dependently of Scripture. 

Accordingly, the result of Dr. Priestley’s biblical inquiries is 
precisely such as might have been anticipated. 

He came to the sacred volume with a full resolution, not to 


LEARN what it does teach, but to rinp in it what he had pro- 
nounced it ought to teach. 
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The reason of this is obvious. . 

Though each disputant professes to appeal to 
SCRIPTURE as his voucher and authority: each, in 
truth, appeals to HIS OWN INTERPRETATION OF SCRIP- 
TURE. ; 

For, let his reusons be valid or invalid, still, in 
point of fact, each maintains: that Azs own inter- 
pretation of Scripture, to the exclusion of the in- 
terpretation proposed by 3s opponent, ought assur- 
edly to be adopted. 

The naked scriptural dispute being thus finally 
brought, as, in the judgment of plain common 
sense, it always must be finally brought, to the 
question of INTERPRETATION: however each party 
may be satisfied with their own particular view of 
Scripture ; yet, since each party strenuously denies 
the propriety of the interpretation respectively 
advocated by the opposing party, and since without 
some tangible proof more cogent than mere dog- 
matical assertion neither party can have a right to 
demand from the other party an implicit admission 
of this interpretation of of ¢hat interpretation, I 
see not, how the dispute can ever be controversially 
settled, save by the adduction of some unexcep- 
tionable umpire, to whom both parties may be 
willing to submit, or at least to whom an impartial 
bystander will allow that they ought to submit. 

Now exactly such an umpire has been excellently 
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pointed out to us by Dr. Priestley: and his state- 
ment so bears upon its very front the impress of 
truth and reason, that no sober inquirer, I think, 
of either party, can possibly start any maintainable 
objection; least of all can the members of the 
Antitrinitarian School, since the umpire in question 
has been spontaneously proposed by one of them- 
selves. 

The proposal of this umpire, who is peculiarly 
unexceptionable because in truth he is called in 
purely to decide upon a question of ‘racr, I shall 
give in the precise words of his proposer Dr. 
Priestley. 

The true doctrine, cqncerning the person of Christ, 
must be allowed to have been held by the Apostles. 

They, no doubt, knew, whether their Master was 
only a man like themselves, or their Maker. 

Their immediate disciples would receive and main- 
tain the same doctrine that they held. 

And it must have been some time, before any other 
could have been introduced and have spread to any 
extent: and, especially, before it could have become 
the prevailing opinion '. 


* Priestley’s Reply to Animad. Introd. sect. iv. Works, vol, 
XViii. p. 23. 

On the divine authority of the Christian Scriptures as a Rule 
of Faith, the American theologian, Dr. Channing is full and ex- 
press: but his deductions from those Scriptures rest not upon 
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1. In asserting, on the part of the primitive 
Church, the moral impossibility of error so far as 


any more solid foundation, than his own gratuitous assumption of 
their accuracy. . 

Jesus Christ ts the only master of Christians: and, WHATEVER 
HE TAUGHT, EITHER DURING HIS PERSONAL MINISTRY, OR BY HIS 
INSPIRED APOSTLES, we regard as of divine authority, and profess 
to make the rule of our lives. Sermon at the ordin. of Mr. Sparks, 
p- 5. fifth Liverpool edit. 

I. Whether, after such a declaration, Dr. Channing, like Dr. 
Priestley, would, with a high hand, reject the doctrine of the 
Trinity, even if he were evidentially satisfied, that, in point of 
fact, it is revealed in Scripture ; I will not undertake to deter- 
mine : I canonly hope, that he would not be guilty of this strange 
and unhallowed inconsistency. 

That Dr. Channing thinks and believes his own interpretation 
of Scripture to be correct, I make no doubt: but the very 
strongest belief and persuasion, on the part of any mere dog- 
matical interpreter, is no PRooF. a 

1. Here lies the grand defect of modern Antitrinitarianism. 

It 18 A COMPLETE TISSUE OF HERMENEUTIC ASSUMPTION AND AS- 
SERTION. . 
_ Dr. Priestley, indeed, in his two Histories, as if conscious 
of this blot, has attempted to remove it, after the only mode in 
which it can be removed : with what success, may perhaps ap- 
pear in the course of the following investigation. As for Dr. 
Channing, like the rest of his School, he gives us his own expo- 
sition of Scripture: but, if we ask for proor that his exposition 
is the true exposition, we shall vainly seek for any evidence 
more cogent, than his own belief and persuasion that he does 
give the true expusition. _ 


Now, 
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respects the mrne Fact, What the Apostles did or 
did not teach to that Church concerning the nature 


Now, so far as I can comprehend the principles of right reason- 
ing, this is what is called a PETITIO PRINCIPII: or, in other words, 
it is to assume the very point which ought to have been proven. 

How do I knem, that Dr. Channing’s interpretation gives, as 
it professes, the real mind of Scripture? Why am I to receive 
the exposition of an Antitrinitarian, when he assigns no better 
reason for my receiving it; than that he himself pronounces it 
exclusively rational, and that he himself believes it to be true ? 

That Dr, Channing is stncere in his helief that he has hit 
upon the genuine exposition of Scripture, I may readily and 
safely admit, But what is this, in the way of suasive pEMoN- 
STRATION ? 

2. Again I must repeat: that even the most honest conviction 
of Dr. Channing or of any other antitrinitarian divine, in regard 
to the perfect accuracy of his scriptural] interpretation, is to 
me no Pnoor, that he is really a sound interpreter. Without 
PRooF, my feeling is only that of the Incredulus od:, 1 ask for 
prooy: and I am met by asseRTIon. 

If. On the same mistaken principle of substituting mere 
dogmatism for direct evidence, Dr. Channing asks: How oan the 
Protestant escape from Transubstantiation, a doctrine most clearly 
taught us, tf the submission of reason, now contended for, be a 
duty 2. kbid. p. 13. 

1. Trily, a protestant Catholic, were he to work upon the 
basis recommended by Dr. Channing, would make but a sorry 
figure in the presence of an intelligent roman Catholic. 

The latter would immediately ask him; and very reasonably, 
to boot, would he ask him: Why a Romanist is bound to take a 
Protestant’s interpretation of our Lord's words, rather than his 
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of God and of Christ: I confess myself quite to 
agree with Dr. Priestley. 


own interpretation of them; merely because the Protestant as- 
sERTS, that his interpretation of them is undoubtedly the true in- 
terpretation ? 

Were I a Transubstantialist, and were I treated by an oppo- 
nent with nothing more cogent than DOGMATICAL ASSERTION; 
verily, I should remain a Transubstantialist to the end of my 
hfe: for I should obviously discern no reason, why, on the 
ground of bare asseveration, I ought to relinquish my exposition 
in favour of a protestant exposition. 

2. But, in truth, until taught by Dr. Channing, I never was 
aware : that the doctrine of Transubstantiation és clearly pro- 
pounded in Scripture, whence it can only be dislodged by bring- 
ing the artillery of human reason to bear upon it. On the con- 
trary, I had always conceived, with Tertullian and Cyril of Je- 
rusalem and Athanasius and Augustine and Walafrid Strabo and 
Arnold of Bonneval, that our Lord himself guards us against a 
literal interpretation of his words, by telling us: that #¢ és the 
spirit which quickeneth, that the flesh profiteth nothing, and that 
his words are spirit and life. John vi. 63. See Tertull. de re- 
surr. carn. § xxviii. Oper. p. 69. Cyril. Hieros. Catech. Mystag. 
iv. p. 236, 287, 288. Athan. in illud Evan, Quicunque dixerit 
verbum contra filium hominis. Oper. vol. i. p. 771,772. August. 
Enarr. in Psalm. xcviii. Oper. vol. viii. p. 397. Walaf. Strab. de 
Reb. Eccles, c. xvi. Arnold. Tractat. de Coen. Domin. ad calc. 
Oper. Cyprian. vol. ii. p. 40. 

8. No protestant Catholic, who understood the real ground 
of making good his difference from the Roman Church, would 
ever, mutatis mutandis, say with Dr. Priestley: that, even if 
the doctrine of Transubstantiation were assuredly found in Scrip- 
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(1.) Clearly, I think, the primitive Church must, 
in all the fulness of absolute certainty, have known 


ture, still he would not believe it. To use the phraseology of 
Dr. Channing, he escapes from that doctrine, without the least 
difficulty and without the least incongruity: because, as, herme- 
neutically, his Saviour directs bim to understand and to interpret 
his words spiritually or figuratively ; so, in matter of fact, he 
finds, that those words were so understood and interpreted by 
the primitive Church, and that all change of substance by the 
eonsecration of the elements was even totidem verbis explicitly 
denied. See August. Enarr. in Psalm. xecviii. Oper. vol. viit. 
p- 397. Theodor. Dial. ii. Oper. vol. iv. p. 84, 85. Gelas. de 
duab. Christ. natur. in Biblioth. Patr. vol. iv. p. 422. Ephreem. 
Theopol. apud Phot. Bibl. cod. cexxix. p. 794. Facund. Defens. 
Concil. Chalced. lib. ix. c. 5. Oper. p. 144. 

(1.) On this ground, he rejects the doctrine of Transubstan- 
tiation: and, if historical testimony were equally strong against 
the doctrine of the Trinity, he would equally reject that doc- 
trine also. For, in that case, he would feel assured, that the 
trinitarian exposition of Scripture must be erroneous: because 
the doctrine in question could not be scripturally true, if the 
Catholic Church had invariably disowned and rejected it from 
the very beginning. 

(2.) But the very reverse of this is the fact, as will amply 
appear in the course of the present purely historical inquiry : 
nor has the modern Antitrinitarian any thing to oppose to such 
direct testimony, save the mere DOGMATICAL AsseRTION that hes 
own private interpretation of Scripture must be the true inter- 
pretation. 

4. In short, the protestant Catholic rejects the doctrine of 
Transubstantiation on the precise ground that he admits the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. 

(1.) If 
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and distinctly understood: Whether the Apostles 
taught, that God exists only in one person, and that 


(1.) If the two doctrines stood on the same historical basis, he 
would perceive himself to have a direct Proor, that each alike 
is propounded in Scripture. And thence he would also per- 
ceive, that he must either reject Scripture (which Dr. Channing 
professes to regard as of divine authority), or that he must re- 
ceive them both. For the direct proof of a fact must always, 
in the very nature of evidence, outweigh any private interpre- 
tation of Scripture : because a private interpretation, resting, as 
it does, only on the mere opinion of the interpreter, may be er- 
roneous ; but a fact, established upon competent evidence, is 
incontrovertible. 

(2.) On the loose and unsatisfactory principles of Dr. Channing, 

I would as little reject the doctrine of Transubstantiation, as I 
would reject the doctrine of the Trinity: because, on those prin- 
ciples, when I ask for proor that his interpretation of Scripture 
is correct, I have nothing more convincing than kis own bare 
ASSERTION that it ts correct. 
- He happens to be theologically right, indeed, in rejecting the 
doctrine of Transubstantiation: but, according to the just laws 
of evidence, based on his own admission, that, Whatever Christ 
taught, either during his personal ministry, or by his inspired 
Apostles, must be regarded as of divine authority ; this is merely 
a fortunate accident. 

The ground, on which he rejects it, is perfectly unsatisfactory: 
because, instead of being EVIDENTIAL, it is purely DoaMATICAL. 

5. I am glad to make this statement, because Antitrinitarians 
are fond of intimating: that the doctrine of the Trinity is not 
better established than the doctrine of Transubstantiation ; and 
that the same hermeneutic process will overturn both, when in 
truth it will overturn neither, 
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Christ was a mere man; or Whether the Apostles 
taught, that God exists in three persons, and that 
Christ is both man and God. 

This, as Dr. Priestley well judged, is, not AN 
ABSTRACT QUESTION OF REASONING, but A NAKED 
QUESTION oF FACT: and the difference, between the 
two systems of Humanitarian Antitrinitarianism 
and Divinitarian Trinitarianism, is so broadly 
marked and so positively determinate, that the 
primitive Church could not possibly have been 
mistaken, as to wHIcH system was really, by the 
Apostles, delivered and inculcated. 

(2.) Whether the Apostles, in what they did 
teach, taught the truth or not the truth: is 
nothing whatsoever to Zhe simple question of their 
TKACHING, When that question is viewed as A NAKED 
QUESTION OF FACT. 

Hoe, that receives the Gospel as a divine re- 
velation, will of course believe, that they did 
teach the truth: he, that rejects it, will equally 
of course believe, that their lessons are nothing 
better than a mere tissue of falsehood and im- 
posture, 

Rut, in either case, the Barz ractr, of Their 
TEACHING Chis system of doctrine or that system of 
doctrine, Will remain altogether undisturbed. And, 
reapecting ¢Aaé wars ract, the primitive Church, 
according to the very rational and satisfactory 
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decision of Dr. Priestley, cos/d not have been 
mistaken. 

2. Here, then, by the spontaneous admission of 
a leading Antitrinitarian himself, we have obtained 
AN UNEXCEPTIONABLE UMPIRE. 

(1.) The whole guestion now stands reduced to 
A SIMPLE QUESTION OF HISTORICAL TESTIMONY, 

If (just as we would ascertain any other point) 
we can, on sufficient evidence, ascertain the mere 
naked point; wHaT scheme of doctrine, respecting 
the nature of God and the personal character of 
Christ, the primitive Church, on the professed ground 
that she had recewed it from the Apostles, invariably 
maintained and inculcated: the dispute, between 
the modern Trinitarian and the modern Antitrini- 
tarian, ought plainly, in all reason, to be brought 
to a termination. 

For, as Dr. Priestley well remarks, the TRUE 
doctrine, concerning the person of Christ, must be 
allowed to have been held by the Apostles: and the 
same doctrine, as that which they held, must have 
been received and maintained by their immediate dis- 
ciples and successors. 

Hence, in historically ascertaining, WHAT was 
taught by the Apostles, and wuat from them was 
recewed by the primitive Church: we historically 
ascertain, according to Dr. Pniestley’s own state- 
ment, the tadisputably TRUE doctrine. 
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(2.) From this point, therefore, would we act 

rationally and consistently, all dispute must ter- 
minate. 
- On the ground, common alike to Trinitarians 
and to Antitrinitarians ; the ground, I mean, that 
CHRISTIANITY IS AN UNDOUBTED REVELATION FROM 
HEAVEN: on ¢hts common ground, the Apostles 
could not have taught one doctrine; while the 
Bible, received and partly penned by themselves, 
inculcates quite another doctrine. 

Most assuredly and most indisputably, WHATEVER 
the Apostles taught respecting the nature of God 
and of Christ, and whatever the primitive Church 
professedly received from them respecting such 
doctrinal matters: that, let it be what it may, 
must be the true import of the Bible. 

If, by invincible historical testimony, we learn, 
that the Apostles taught, and that the primitive 
Church received from them, that precise scheme 
which constitutes the system.of modern Antitrini- 
tarianism : then, assuredly, the scheme of Trini- 
tarianism will be utterly indefensible ; then that 
scheme must be rejected, as a manifest corruption 
of the original faith once delivered to the Saints ; 
then the doctors of the Unipersonal School must 
be recognised, as the only sound interpreters of 
Scripture. , 

But, if the reverse should prove to be the case: 
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if, by invincible historical testimony, we should 
learn, that the Apostles taught, and that the 
primitive Church received from them, the precise 
scheme which constitutes the theological system 
of modern Trinitarianism: then, no doubt, we 
shall be irresistibly brought to a directly opposite 
conclusion ; then, no doubt, the only sound inter- 
preters of Scripture will be those, who, analagously 
to the ascertained primitive apostolical teaching, 
deduce from it the doctrines of the godhead of the 
man Jesus Christ and of the existence of a consub- 
stantial Trinity of Persons in the mysterious Unity 
of the Divine Essence. 

IV. In thus adducing external testimony as AN 
UMPIRE, let it not be said: that I am confessing 
the authority of scripruRE ALONE to be insufficient. 

1. Truly I am doing nothing of the sort. 

Upon the mind of the honest inquirer it cannot 
be too.often impressed: that The dispute, between 
the modern Trinitarian and the modern Anttrini- 
tarian, respects, not the auTHORITY of Scripture, but 
24$ IMPORT. 

Therefore, as the auTHority of Scripture is not 
the point under litigation: so, in the adduction 
of external testimony with respect to the- true 
import of Scripture, I really do nothing more than 
what the very terms of the dispute mevitably 
require. . | 
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2. On the bare principle of lingual intelligibility, 
and on the reasonable presumption that God would 
not communicate a revelation of his own peculiar 
nature in terms which (by conventional phrase- 
ology) could not but be misunderstood, however 
firmly a Trinitarian may be himself persuaded, that 
Scripture, in its plain and natural sense, ts de- 
cidedly ranged on his side of the question : still, 
in actual controversy, the firm persuasion of a Tri- 
nitarian will be no very effective argument with an 
Antitrinitarian, whose perhaps equally firm per- 
suasion it is, that Scripture.is ranged on the 
directly opposite side of the question. 

Between the Trinitarian and the Aniiirinitarian, 
the point kitagated ts THE VERY IMPORT OF SCRIPTURE. 

Hence, however great may be the scriptural 
conviction of the Trinitarian himself, I cannot but 
deem it vam and useless for him to argue, from 
Scripture as to the mort of Scripture, with an 
Antitrinitarian, who asserts, that every passage, 
probatively adduced by him, is erroneously inter- 
preted. 

Let him bring forward his scriptural evidence, 
with whatever supposed clearness, and. with what- 
ever complete conviction impressed upon iis own 
mind: s¢ill his adversary contends, that the anti- 
trinitarian view of Scripture is its only true view; 
still contends, that, in biblical interpretation, his 
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own authority is decisive, at the very time when 
he assures us that the authorities of men are no- 
thing ; sti// contends, that all impartial inquirers 
must be particularly on their guard against what is 
called the natural signsfication of words and phrases’. 

What, says Tertullian, all you gain, my iho- 
roughly well read Scripturest : wher, if you defend 
any position, that tdentical position shall be flatly 
denied ; or, of you deny any position, that self-same 
position shall be strenuously defended? Truly, you 
will lose indeed nothing, save, through the labour of 
contention, the clearness of your voice: but then you 
will also gam nothing, save, through the blasphemies 
of your opponent, an abundant accession of bile. 

3. Under these circumstances, a controversial 


1 I subjoin the admonition of Mr. Belsham. 

- Impartial and sincere inquirers after trath must be particu- 
LARLY upon their guard against what is called THE NATURAL 
SIGNIFICATION OF WORDS AND PHRASES. Belsham’s Calm Inquiry, 
p. 5. 

The admonition is, at least, a remarkable one. On this point, 
however, and on the real mind of Scripture as understood 
and explained by the primitive Church, see below, append. i. 
numb. 1. 

? Quid promovebis, exercitatissime Scripturarum: cum, si 
quid defenderis, negetur ex diverso; si quid negaveris, defen- 
datur? Et tu quidem nihil perdes, nisi vocem in contentione : 
nihil consequeris, nisi bilem de blasphematione. Tertull. de 
prescript. adv. heer. § 5. Oper. p. 101. Rhenan. . 
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appeal to Scripture is rendered useless: for, THE 
VERY IMPORT OF SCRIPTURE being zése/f litigated, the 
parties have obviously no common ground of argu- 
ment. . 

Therefore, as Tertullian well remarks on a simi- 
lar case, we. must make no appeal to Scripture: nor 
must we, on Scripture, rest the stress of the contest’. 

By the Trinitarian such an appeal must be aban- 
doned, not from any acknowledgment of the real 
insufficiency of Scripture to decide the question, 
but from an experimental conviction of its practical 
inefficiency. . . 

When THE VERY IMPORT OF SCRIPTURE is itself 
disputed, Scripture, as Tertullian rightly judged, 
can no longer be profitably employed as an umpire. 
Henceforth, the controversy respects THE TRUE 
MEANING OF GOD’s WORD: and it is vain to appeal to 
that word, when THE MEANING ITSELF OF GOD’S WORD 
is the very matter litigated °. 


' Ergo non ad Scripturas provocandum est: nec in his con- 

stituendum certamen. Tertull. de prescript. adv. her. § 5. 
Oper. p. 101. 
- #.Perhaps it may not be useless here to exhibit some speci- 
mens of modern antitrinitarian reasoning from Scripture: rea- 
soning, which, however common, the Trinitarian ventures to 
esteem palpably inconclusive. 

I. For the avowed purpose of establishing their own system 
and of subverting that of their opponents, it is a frequent prac- 
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4. What then remains, but to call in the testi- 
mony of History and to appeal to the voice of pri- 
mitive Antiquity ? 
tice with Antitrinitarians to adduce texts, which declare Christ 
to be a man. 

1. But what has this to do with the real question: when, all 
the while, the identical humanity of Christ, as established by 
those very texts, is professedly a part of the doctrinal system 
maintained by the Trinitarians ? 

2. By such a palpably superfluous process, which argues 
either a gross [gnoratio Elencht or something much worse than 
such ignorance, the Antitrinitarian completely travels out of the 
record: for he merely proves, what the Trinitarian never thought 
of denying. 

S. His object is, indeed, through the medium of those texts, 
to set aside the doctrine of Christ’s divinity : but his argument 
is so grossly illogical, that even a child might expose its glaring 
inconclusiveness. 

To say, that Christ 1s not God Because he is man, is, in truth, 
to beg the very matter in debate. 

For the debate is: not Whether Christ be true man; but 
Whether Christ be true man and true God united. 

IT. So likewise, for the purpose of confounding their anta- 
gonists, Antitrinitarians not unfrequently adduce texts, which 
declare the Son to be inferior to the Father. 

1. But, here agam, what has this to do with the real question : 
when, all the while, Trinitarians themselves expressly maintain 
the mferiority of the Son to the Father under certain specific and 
well defined aspects ? 

2. With accurate thinkers, at least, I see not, how the cause 
of Antitrinitarianism is to be advanced by the controversial pro- 
duction of texts, which say nothing but what Trinitarians them- 

VOL. I. Cc 
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In this way only, can we expect to obtain a 
distinct controversial proor, that any given inter- 
pretation really and correctly exhibits the genuine 
sense of Scripture ; in this way only, with a deter- 
mined antitrinitarian disputant, can the debate be 
beneficially conducted : in this way only, can we 
even hope to work any conviction in minds, which 
as claiming to be exclusively reasonable have long 
been accustomed to a particular line of exposition, 
and which thence not unnaturally view it as alone 
propounding the true mind of God’s written reve- 
lation. 


selves say, and which by Trinitarians themselves are EQUALLY 
cited for the avowed purpose of establishing their own doctrine 
that Under certain aspects the Son is undoubtedly inferior to the 
Father. . 

III. In a similar manner, for the purpose of confuting the 
doctrine of the Trinity, Antitrinitarians delight in quoting texts 
which assert the Unity of God. 

1. But how is this to avail them: when, all the while, God's 
Unity is not the matter litigated ? 

2. The true dispute respects, not The Unity of God, but The 
precise mode of that Unity. 

Hence, to adduce texts, which teach only a doctrine main- 
tained alike by Trinitarian and by Antitrinitarian, is nothing 
better than mere solemn trifling: for such a process leaves the 
real question exactly where it found it. 

Every Trinitarian is an Unitarian: though every Unitarian 
js not a Trinitarian. The name Unifarian is common alike to 
both parties. 
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V. Nor is such a mode of conducting the debate 
by any means useless even to the sincere and 
devout Catholic. 

1. A thought must sometimes cross his mind, as 
to the sentiments and the creed of that primitive 
Church which chronologically touched the age of 
the inspired and therefore doctrinally infallible 
Apostles. 

2. He is convinced, indeed, personally, from Scrip- 
ture ALONE: and he would be personally satisfied 
as to the truth of his system, even if he had no 
other book to resort to. But, still, he must inevit- 
ably perceive: that, in the very nature and neces- 
sity of things, if his view of Scripture be correct, 
the same must also have been the view taken of it 
by the Church Catholic from the beginning. 

3. Hence his personal conviction will be greatly 
strengthened, and his mind will in no small degree 
be comforted, when, from the extrinsic and inde- 
pendent testimony of History, he shall have learned: 
that the very faith, for which he contends, is the 
identical faith once delivered to the saints by the 
inspired Apostles themselves. 

VI. Thus, I think, will benefit result to the 
pious Catholic of whatever Church provincial or 
national. 

The Catholic, however, of the Anglican Church, 
may justly, in a yet more especial manner, be 
c 2 
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led to favour such a mode of conducting the 
inquiry. For the Anglican Church has always 
professed to build her code of doctrine, authori- 
tatively indeed upon SCRIPTURE ALONE, but herme- 
neutically upon SCRIPTURE AS EXPLAINED BY PRIMITIVE 
ANTIQUITY '. 


1 Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation : 
so that, whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be 
believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation. Art. vi. 

Ista nos didicimus a Christo, ab Apostolis, et sanctis Patri- 
bus: et eadem bona fide docemus populum Dei. Juell. Apol. 
Eccles. Anglican. apud Enchirid. Theologic. vol. i. p. 228. 

A primitiva Ecclesia, ab Apostolis, a Christo, non discessimus. 
Ibid. p. 295. 

Accessimus, quantum maximé potuimus, ad Ecclesiam Apos- 
tolorum et veterum catholicorum Episcoporum et Patrum :—nec 
tantum doctrinam nostram, sed etiam sacramenta, precumque 
publicarum formam, ad illorum ritus et instituta direximus.— 
Inde enim putavimus instaurationem petendam esse, unde prima 
Religionis initia ducta essent. Hac enim ratio, inquit antiquis- 
simus pater Tertullianus, valet adversus omnes hereses : Id esse 
verum, quodcunque primum ; td esse adulterum, quodcunque pos- 
terius. Irenseus sepe ad antiquissimas Ecclésias provocavit, 
quee Christo fuissent viciniores, quasque credibile vix esset erra- 
visse. Ibid. p. 328. 

Nos, et ex Sacris Libris, quos scimus non posse fallere, certam 
quandam Religionis formam queesivisse ; et ad veterum Patrum 
atque Apostolorum primitivam Ecclesiam, hoc est, ad primordia 
atque initia, tanquam ad fontes, rediisse. Ibid. p. $40. 

. Opto, 
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Herein she has judged well and wisely. 

ScRIPTURE and ANTIQUITY are the two pillars, 
upon which all rationally established Faith must 
ultimately repose. 

If we reject scRIPTURE, we reject the very basis 
of theological belief: if we reject ANTIQUITY, we 
reject historical evidence to soundness of interpre- 
tation. 

When the two are combined, we attain to MORAL 
CERTAINTY : and, in matters which by their very 
nature admit not of mathematical proof, MoraL 
CERTAINTY is the highest point to which we can 
possibly attain '. 

VII. Lest, in the present day, this Work should 
be hastily deemed superfluous and supererogatory, 
I may be permitted to state: that its plan and 


Opto, cum Melancthone et Ecclesia Anglicana, per canalem 
Antiquitatis deduci ad nos dogmata fidei e fonte Sacre Scrip- 
ture derivata. Alioquin, quis futurus est novandi finis? Casaub. 
Epist. 744. . 

Quod si me conjectura non fallit, totius Reformationis pars 
integerrima est in Anglia: ubi, cum studio Veritatis, viget 
studium Antiquitatis. Casaub. Epist. 837. 


e 


Rex cum Ecclesia Anglicana pronunciat, eam demum se doc- | 


trinam pro vera simul et necessaria ad salutem agnoscere, que, 
e fonte Sacre Scripturee manans, per consensum veteris Eccle- 
size, ceu per canalem, ad heec tempora fuerit derivata. Casaub. 
Epist. 838. 

See Bp. Stillingfteet’s Rational Account of the grounds of 
Protest. Relig. part i. chap. 2. § 9. p. 59. 
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object differ essentially from the plans and objects 
- of its predecessors. 

1. Those, who wish distinctly to learn the ia- 
dividual opinions of the earlier ecclesiastical writers 
respecting the nature and character of our Lord ; 
‘Lrefer to the valuable Work of Dr. Burton, enti- 
tled Testimonies of the Antenicene Fathers to the 
diwinity of Christ’. 

.Dr. Burton and myself both aim ultimately at 
the same point. But our respective modes of con- 
ducting the inquiry are essentially, and indeed pro- 
fessedly, different. 

(1.) He gives at large the iil sentiments of 
the leading individuals, who flourished anterior to 
the first Council of Nice, in regard to the nature 
and character of Christ. Whence the obvious in- 
ference is: that Zhe Catholic Church could not 
have held one doctrine, while these leading individuals 
held quite ANOTHER doctrine. 

(2.) Z, on the contrary, have no concern with 
those leading individuals, in respect to the bare 
expression of their own personal sentiments. For 
my declared business is to adduce them, only so 
far as they are witnesses to the naked historical 
ract: that The Catholic Church at large, in the 


* Now Regius Professor of Divinity in the University of Ox- 
ford. Feb. 2. 1830. 
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temes when they severally flourished, keld such or 
such a system of doctrine, on the professed ground of 
authoritative derivation from the Apostles. In other 
words, my. object is to ascertain, on the ordinary 
legitimate principles of historical evidence: not 
what the individual Antenicene Fathers themselves 
believed, as to the nature of God and of Christ ; 
but what was maintained and taught by the entire 
primitive Church, up to the very apostolic age, and 
on the very basis of avowed apostolic derivation. 

2. To. the well-read theologian, I need scarcely 
to remark: that the drift of Bishop Bull’s great 
Work, The Defence of the Nicene Faith, differs yet 
again from the drift both of Dr. Burton’s Work 
and of my own. 

For the object.of that profoundly learned Pre- 
late is to shew: that Zhe specsfic faith of the Nicene 
Creed, in.regard to the four several points, of THE 
PRE-EXISTENCE and THE CONSUBSTANTIALITY and THE 
CO-ETERNITY dnd THE ECONOMICAL SUBORDINATION of 
the Son with reference to the Father, was invariably, 
from the very first, the faith of all the Antenicene 
Doctors. 

8. I may add: that, of the two shorter Treatises 
of Bishop Bull, his Judgment of the Catholic Church, 
like Dr. Waterland’s Treatise on Zhe Importance 
of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, respects only 
The necessity of believing that Christ ts very God ; 
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while his Primitive and Apostolic Tradition is chiefly 
occupied in shewing, that, As Justin Martyr bor- 
rowed .not the doctrine of the Trinity from Pla- 
tonism, so neither was he the first who introduced tt 
tnto the alleged hitherto unipersonalising Church 
Catholic. 

VIII. From the various objects of all these 
Works, my own very simple object altogether 
differs. 

1. That object is, nakedly and abstractedly, 
through the medium of whatever testimony.I can 
collect, to establish, precisely as any other cireum- 
stance might by competent evidence be estab- 
lished, the bare historical Fact: that Zhe Catholic 
Church, which flourished in the age and under the 
immediate teaching of the Apostles themselves, ‘re- 
ceived and maintained, on the avowed and express 
ground of .apostotical authority, the doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity with the dependent doctrine of the 
theanthropic character of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

2. From the establishment of such a Fact, the 
-result is obvious. But still I profess myself to be 
concerned with nothing more, than THE HISTORICAL 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FACT ITSELF. 


"” Lone-Newron Rectory, 
Sept. 4. 1828. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


While these sheets were passing through the press, I had the 
pleasure of reading Dr. Burton's last Work, entitled Testimonies 
of the Antenicene Fathers to the doctrine of the Trinity and of 
the dsvinity of the Holy Ghost. 

This Work as little interferes with my own plan, as his former 
very yaluable Work. But, though even on that account alone it 
would have been proper for me to mention it: there is one par- 
ticular, which, in vindication of myself, I may be permitted spe- 
cially to notice. 

Dr. Priestley alleges, that Origen thought it a matter of doubt, 
whether the Holy Spirit was not made by Christ: and, by way 
of proof, he adduces a passage from that writer’s Commentary 
on the Gospel of St. John. 

This passage, as it is cited by Dr. Priestley, I have given in 
Append. ii. numb. ii. § I. 2: and I refuse to allow, that it 
affords any warrant for the allegation which has been built 
upon it. 

In noticmg the same passage, Dr. Burton, I readily admit, 
does not concede aij that an Antitrinitarian might urge him to 
concede: for he states, that, in concurrence with Bishop Bull, he 
has ventured to question the justice of the attacks which have 
been made upon Origen, on the ground that he has used ex- 
pressions concerning the Son and the Holy Ghost which are 
imconsistent with the orthodox notion of their divinity. Still, 
however, his language is such, as to import, that the present 
passage might well give occasion to a charge like that preferred 
by Dr. Priestley. 

Such, says the learned Professor, ts this extraordinary, and, I 
must add, unfortunate, passage of Origen, which I have quoted at 


- +o... — aA. _ 
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length, and have endeavoured to translate with the utmost fairness. 
If the reader should decide from it, that Origen did not believe 
the eternity of the Holy Ghost; he will think, that the enemies of 
Origen were not without grounds when they questioned his ortho- 
doxy. It is not my intention entirely to exculpate him. Tes- 
timon. of Antenic. Fathers, p. 101. 

The entire passage, in the original Greek, runs as follows. 

‘Hpeic pévrovye rpeic trocrdeee wecOdpevoe rvyxavey, roy 
Tlarépa cal roy Yidv wal ro“Aywoy Ivedpa, cat ayévvnroy pndéy 
repov rov Ilarpdc elvat miorebovrec, dc evosBéorepor Kad ddnGEc, 
wpocupela ro, ravyrwy Oa rou Adyou yevopévwr, ro" Aywy Tvevpee 
wavrwy elvac reywrepoy, kal rater mavrwy rey vxo row Tarpo¢ 
de Xpcorod yeyernpévwy. Kalrdya abrn toriv } alria row pa 
kat abrovdy xpnpariZev rov Geov, pdvov rov povoyerotc pbeet 
Yiot dpyHOev rvyydvovroc, ob xphlev. toe ro“Aytoy Ivedpa, 
dtaxovotvrog abrov ri broordoe, ob pdvor cig rd elvat, dAA@ Kad 
gopdy elvat Kat AoyiKdy Kal dicawv cal way dreroroty xp) abro 
voely TUYXaYELY, KaTa peroyiy T&v mpoeipnpévwy iyiv Xprorob 
Extvody. 

Of this passage I give the following translation, which, in one 
single place, differs from that of Dr. Burton. 

We, however, being persuaded that there are three hypostases 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, and believing that 
nothing is unproduced beside the Father, adopt this, as the more 
prous and the true opinion: that, all things being made by the 
Word, the Holy Ghost is more honourable than all of them, and 
more so in rank than all the things which were made by the Father 
through Christ. And perhaps this is the reason, why he is not 
also called the very Son of God, the Only-Begotten alone being 
the Son by nature from the beginning, who seems to have been 
needful to the Holy Ghost, ministering to his hypostasis, not only 
that he might exist, but also that he might be wise and rational 
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and just and whatever else it be right for us to suppose him to be, 
according to hss participation in those qualities which we have 
before mentioned as belonging to Christ. 

The place, where I differ from Dr. Burton, is in my view of the 
expression, dvaxovevyroc airov ry iwosrdo. I have rendered 
it, ministering to his hypostasis: he translates it, to have assisted 
sn formeng his hypostasis. 

Now Dr. Burton’s translation strikes me, as involving an un- 
necessary concession: and I submit, whether my own rendering 
be met more literally correct. 

Se far as I can judge, Origen ja in no wise denying the eternity 
of the Holy Ghost; neither does he speak of his having been 
made by Christ, as Dr. Priestley pretends : he merely, I appre- 
hend, distinguishes between the generation of the Son and what 
is called the procession of the Holy Ghost. God the Father, 
beimg alone (as the early ecclesiastics speak) God of himself and 
The Fountain of Deity, is the cause of derivative existence to the 
Son: and the Son, conjointly with the Father, is the cause of 
derivative existence to the Spirit. For the three divine hypos- 
tases are mutually consubstantial: and, though the Father, in 
point of order, is ultimately the root or fountain both of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost; yet, the Father being eternal, every 
emanation from him is eternal likewise, just as the emanating 
light of the solar orb would be eternal, if the solar orb itself were 
eternal. ‘ 

This, I think, when Origen is compared both with himself and 
with the declared doctrine of the early Catholic Church at large, 
is the fair and natural and obvious import of the passage: nor 
do I perceive any reason, why a different sense should be 
ascribed to it. 

In truth, there is so remarkable an affinity of Origen’s lan- 
guage respecting the Holy Ghost to Justin’s language respecting 
the Son, that, so far as I can discern, we might as well suppose 
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that Justin defines the Son to have been created by the Father 
as that Origen defines the Spirit to have been created by the 
Son. 
Origen says: that The Son ministers to the hypostasis of the 
Spirit, both in order to his existence, and in order to his having 
wisdom and reason and righteousness. 

Justin says: that The Lord, as Father and God, is to the Son 
the cause, both of his existence, and also of his being powerful 
and Lord and God. | 

“In the original Greek, Origen says: Acaxovovyroe abrot ry 
iwoerdoet, ob pdvoy elc ro elvat, d\Xa Kal cogoy elvac kal Aoye- 
nov kal dixatoy. 

In the original Greek, Justin says: Kipide gory, &¢ Harjo 
xa Oedc, airidg re atrg rov elvat, cai dvvarg Kai Kuply cal Oeg. 
Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 281. 

I eontend for nothing more, than a fair homogeneous catholic 
interpretation of each of the two manifestly parallel passages. 


March 19, 1832. 


A TABLE, 


Exhibiting at one view the several years, about which the early 
witnesses to the doctrmes of the Trinity and of Christ's god- 
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EVIDENCE TO THE FACT OF THE POSITIVE ANTIQUITY AND 
THE APOSTOLICAL INCULCATION OF THE DOCTRINE OF 
THE HOLY TRINITY. 


The true doctrine, concerning the person of Christ, must be allowed to 
have been held by the Apostles. They, no doubt, knew, whether their 
Master was only a man like themselves, or their Maker. Their imme- 
diate disciples would receive and maintain the same doctrine that they held: 
and it must have been some time, before any other could have been in- 
troduced and have spread to any extent; and, especially, before it could 
have become the prevailing opinion. Priestley’s Reply to Animad. Introd. 
sect. iv. Works vol. xviii. p. 23. 
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guddocet, wo Eva olkoy oixovea. Iren. adv. her. lib. i. c 2, 3. p. 34—36. 
Edit. 1570. 


VOL. I. B 


CHAPTER I. 


A GENERAL STATEMENT OF THE ARGUMENT. 


In the abstract, a doctrine, which at present exists 
in the Church of Christ, may either possess A 
POSITIVE ANTIQUITY, Or may be unable to establish 
its claim to any thing more than A MERE RELATIVE 
ANTIQUITY. 

For, in the abstract, until the matter be deter- 
mined by adequate historical testimony, a doctrine, 
which zow exists in the Church of Christ, may 
either have existed 1n the age and THROUGH the 
teaching of the Apostles, or it may have begun to 
exist SUBSEQUENT to the age and therefore WITHOUT 
the teaching of the Apostles. 

I. Now, respecting the doctrine of the Trinity 
and those subordinate doctrines which are imme- 
diately dependent upon it ; such as the incarnation 
of the Word, and the proper divinity no less than 
the proper humanity of Christ, and the personality 
and godhead of the Holy Ghost: there is a dis- 
pute, which, with reference to the terms PosiTIVE 
and RELATIVE as I have here distinctively em- 
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ployed them, immediately regards THE QUESTION 
OF ANTIQUITY. 

Those, who hold the doctrine of the Trinity as 
an undoubted scriptural truth, contend: that its 
antiquity is POSITIVE; inasmuch as it existed in 
the Apostolic age ‘and was taught by the inspired 
Apostles themselves. 

But those, who reject the doctrine of the 
Trinity as forming no part of scriptural revelation, 
contend: that its antiquity is merely RELATIVE ; 
Inasmuch as it sprang up subsequent to the apos- 
tolic age, was never taught by the Apostles, and 
was in truth the grand and palmary and especial 
corruption of primitive Christianity. 

II. Under this aspect, it is obvious: that THE 
QUESTION OF ANTIQUITY, in regard to the doctrine of 
the Trinity, becomes A QUESTION OF PURE HISTORI- 
CAL TESTIMONY; @ question, therefore, which, like 
any other question of a similar nature, must be 
settled by the adduction of competent evidence. 

The moral demonstration, then, if, on just prin- 
ciples, such a demonstration be practicable, that 
THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY WAS THE DOCTRINE OF 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE VERY AGE AND THROUGH 
THE VERY TEACHING OF THE APOSTLES THEMSELVES, 
being, in fact, the moral demonstration of A MERE 
POINT OF HISTORY; this demonstration may as- 
suredly be conducted by ani intelligent Deist who 
simply wishes to determine @ curious HISTORICAL 
question, just as well as by the most devout be- 
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liever in Christianity who is anxious to ascertain 
the genuine DOCTRINE of the Gospel: for the demon- 
stration itself, even when most abundantly effected, 
is still, in absolute strictness of speech, nothing 
more than the moral demonstration of a remarkable 
historical Fact. 

Doubtless, by the very tenor of its purport, the 
establishment of such a Fact involves the existence 
of a particular DOCTRINE under particular circum 
stances. But, still, the ascertained historical truth 
of the ract does not, of necessity, require the 
admission of the theological truth of the poctRINE. 
For, abstractedly, the truth of the racr may have 
been historically demonstrated; and yet the poc- 
TRINE itself may be theologically untrue: because 
the demonstration of the truth of the ract depends 
only upon the general principles of testimony ; 
whereas the establishment of the truth of the voc- 
TRINE rests upon the divine origination of Christ- 
ianity *. 


1 My meaning may be aptly illustrated by the case of the 
ancient doctrine of the Metempsychosis. 

We admit the truth of the vacr, that thzs tenet was maintained 
and taught by the Druids: but we do not, therefore, admit also 
the truth of the pocTRINE. 

Now why do we admit the one and reject the other ? 

Clearly, because the demonstration of the ract depends upon 
the general principles of testimony: while the truth of the pvoc- 
TRINE can only rest upon the divine origination of Druidism. 
The racr being once established on sufficient evidence, if we 
believed Druidism to be a divine revelation, we should of course 
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Such being the case, a Deist, who altogether 
denies the divine authority of revelation, may 
admit the ¥act, while he rejects the DOCTRINE. 
But a Christian, who allows the divine authority 
of revelation, cannot consistently reject the poc- 
TRINE, if he admit the Fact. | 

This diversity of opinion, however, in regard to 
the theological truth of the voctrine, will by no 
means impede the most perfect mutual agreement 
in regard to the historical iruth of the Fact: the 
bare ract, I mean, that The poctrine #éself ex- 
isted, during a particular period, and sn a particular 
community, and under a particular sanction. For, 
if the evidence be sufficient, the Deist and the 
Christian will alike admit the ract ; however dif- 
ferent, in consequence of their essentially different 
views of revelation, will be their respective esti- 
mates of the DocTRINE. | 

IIT. Now the discussion, into which I purpose 
to enter, is purely the historical discussion of evi- 
dence to a FACT: a FACT, simply as a FACT, asserted 
by those who admit, denied by those who reject, 


admit the truth of the pocrring. But we reject the poctRINE, 
though we admit the Fact, because we do not allow Druidism 
to be a divine revelation. Thus we reject the DocraINE and 
admit the ract, because the truth of the poctRring and the truth 
of the vacr severally rest upon two entirely different founda- 
tions. The truth of the ract has been historically proved on 
adequate testimony: but the truth of the voctRine can only be 
proved by an anterior demonstration of the divine arigin and 
authority of Druidism. 
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the doctrine of the Trinity ; these two classes of 
religionists, meanwhile, alike professing to receive 
Christianity itself as a divine revelation. 

The consequence of the establishment of this 
FACT, if it be historically capable of establishment, 
is indeed, so far as professed believers in Christ- 
lanity are concerned, sufficiently manifest: The 
believer, who admits the ract, will be compelled also 
to admit the pocrring. But, still, my special and 
peculiar concern, just as it might have been the 
special and peculiar concern of an infidel historian 
who merely wished to give an honest and impartial 
account of the primitive Church, is with the naked 
Fact itself. 

In the following discussion, therefore, my object 
(let it be distinctly understood and remembered) 
is not directly to inquire into the theological truth of 
the poctRinE of the Trinity: but my object is to 
examine, simply on the principles of historical evi- 
dence, whether, in point of Fact, that DOCTRINE was, 
or was not, the doctrine of the Catholic Church, in 
the age and under the immediate sanction .of the 
Apostles. 

IV. In prosecuting this examination, I have 
no particular concern with the individually ex- 
pressed opinions of mere insulated individuals, who 
flourished during the early ages of Christianity. 

My sole purpose is, to collect and to produce 
evidence, in regard to the universally received 
doctrine of the strictly primitive Church of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, my sole pur- 
pose is, to establish, if it can be established, THE 
FACT OF THE POSITIVE ANTIQUITY OF THE DOCTRINE 
OF THE TRINITY, aS contradistinguished from THE 
FACT OF ITS MERELY RELATIVE ANTIQUITY. 

With this object, I shall take my station upon 
the first Nicene Council in the year 325: and, 
thence, in several different lines of evidence, I 
shall try ; whether it be practicable to work my 
way up to the apostolic age itself. 

Should I be able to effect such a design; and 
should I also be able to remove certain historical 
objections, which have been started by the writers 
of the Humanitarian School: the then evidentially 
demonstrated faith of the Catholic Church, in the 
very age and under the very sanction of the Apos- 
tles, will be our best guide in the just interpretation 
of Scripture. 

For it is, I think, quite clear: that Zhe earhest 
Faith whatever it may be, and Holy Scripture when 
justly interpreted, cannot but perfectly and mutually 
correspond. 


CHAPTER I. 


RESPECTING THE TESTIMONY AFFORDED, BY THE FIRST 
NICENE COUNCIL, TO THE FACT OF THE POSITIVE 
ANTIQUITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 


THE testimony to THE HISTORICAL FACT OF THE 
POSITIVE ANTIQUITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRI- 
NITY, afforded by the distinct and specific declar- 
ation of the Fathers of the first Nicene Council 
assembled in the year 325, is full and express: 
and, when I consider how that Council was 
assembled and constituted, I cannot but esteem 
such testimony to be of no small value and im- 
portance. 

I. More than three hundred Bishops, personally 
or by their proxies, met together, from all parts 
of the Christian World, at Nice in Bithynia’. 


By reason of his advanced age and manifold infirmities, the 
Bishop of Rome was not present at the Council. Hence his 
two Presbyters, Vitus and Vincent, appeared as his proxies: 
and, on his behalf, subscribed the acts and decisions of that 
Assembly. Labb. Concil. vol. ii. p. 50. Theodor. Hist. 
Eccles. lib. i. c. 7. Sozomen. Hist. Eccles. lib. i. c. 17. Parjs. 
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For, in this great and really Ecumenical Council, 
through the agency of their several Prelates, were 
represented, according to the order of subscrip- 
tion, the various Churches of Spain, Italy, Egypt, 
the Thebais, Libya, Palestine, Phcenicia, Ccelo-. 
Syria, Lydia, Phrygia, Pisidia, Lycia, Pamphylia, 
the Greek Islands, Caria, Isauria, Cyprus, Bithynia, 
Europa, Dacia, Mysia, Macedonia, Achaia, Thes- 
saly, Calabria, Africa, Dardania, Dalmatia, Pan- 
nonia, the Gauls, Gothia, Bosporus '. 


? Labb. Concil. vol. ii. p. 50—54. The exact number of 
Bishops, who were present at the first Nicene Council, cannot per- 
haps be ascertained : but they are generally described as exceed- 
ing three hundred. I subjoin the several accounts of this matter. 

1. Eusebius states, that more than 250 Prelates attended ; 
who were accompanied by an infinite multitude of Presbyters 
and Deacons and Acolyths. Euseb. de vit. Constant. lib. iii. 
ce. 8. Paris. 1678. 

2. Athanasius, in one place, says, that there were present 
more or less than 300 Bishops: but, in another place, he defi- 
nitely specifies their number to have been 317. Athan. Synod. 
Nicen. cont. her. Arian. decret. Oper. vol. i. p. 402. Athan. 
ad African. Epist. Oper. vol. i. p. 718. Commel. 1600. 

8. Socrates, first, indefinitely says, that more than 300 
Bishops were present: and, afterward, definitely states, that 
318 attended. Socrat. Hist. Eccles. lib. i. c. 8. Paris. 1686. 

4. Ruffinus tells us, that the number of Bishops at the Council 
was 318. Ruffin. Hist. Eccles. lib. i. c. 1. Basil. 1611. 

5. Theodoret also tells us, that 318 Bishops were present. 
Theodor. Hist. Eccles. lib. i. c. 7. 

6. And Sozomen states, that about 520 Bishops attended, 
with no small number of Presbyters and Deacons. Sozom. 
Hist. Eccles. lib. i. c. 17. ; 
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These Bishops, thus variously collected out of 
provinces and regions widely separated from each 
other, concurred: not only in nakedly maintain- 
ing, as scriptural truth, the pocrring of the Tri- 
nity ; but also in explicitly asserting the historical 
FACT, that Their doctrine had invariably been the 
doctrine of the Catholic Church, from the very age, 
and by the very teaching, of the Apostles them- 
selves. 

Now, when we recollect, that this great Council 
sat, but little more than three centuries after the 
christian era, and but little more than two cen- 
turies after the death of St. John: it will appear 
incredible, whatever precise DOCTRINE its members 
might wish to establish, that more than three hun- 
dred eminent persons, assembled together, as the 
representatives of ‘the Catholic Church, out of 
Europe and Asia and Africa, should have dared, 
in the face of the whole world, to assert, as a FACT, 
what, at that early period, if untrue, must have 
. been universally 4nown to be untrue. 

Yet, such a Fact, these numerous individuals, 
thus variously and widely collected, from Spain 
to Pamphylia, and from Gaul to Libya, did assert. 
And it does not appear: that the Arians, on 
account of whom the Council was specially assem- 
bled, however they might labour to explain away 
the ancient Creeds in point of pocrrine, and 
however they might object to the stubborn word 
Consubstantial which to preclude the possibility of 
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evasion was introduced into the Nicene Creed, 
ventured to contradict the Fact so openly and so 
unequivocally alleged by the Catholics’. 

II. With respect to the simple circumstance of 
the direct allegation of this ract on the part of 


* Out of the multitude of Bishops who attended the Council, 
some few favoured the novel speculation of Arius, and thence 
were unwilling to subscribe the Creed after the word consuB- 
STANTIAL had been introduced. 

Respecting this matter, there is some variety of statement, 
which I here subjoin. 

1. Socrates says, that, out of the 318 Bishops who were pre- 
sent, all, save 5, subscribed: namely Eusebius of Nicomedia, 
Theognis of Nicéa, Maris of Chalcedon, Theonas of Marmarica, 
and Secundus of Ptolemais, who objected to the word consuB- 
STANTIAL. Socrat. Hist. Eccles. lib. i. c. 8. 

2. Athanasius tells us, that Eusebius of Nicomedia and his 
companions did at length subscribe, though they afterward 
retracted. Athan. Synod. Nicen. cont. her. Arian. decret. 
Oper. vol. i. p. 402. 

8. According to Ruffinus, 17 Bishops arianised: of whom, 
6 held to their opinions; while 11 subscribed, though dis- 
honestly. He adds, that Eusebius of Nicomedia was the chief 
author and instigator of their dissimulation. Ruffin. Hist. 
Eccles. lib. i. c. 5. 

4. Theodoret says, that they all finally subscribed except 
two; namely, Secundus and Theonas. Theod. Hist. Eccles. 
lib. i. c. 7. 

5. But, according to Sozomen, Secundus at length assented : 
for he says, that Eusebius of Nicomedia, Theognis, Maris, 
Patrophilus, and Secundus, all finally subscribed to the form 
which contained the word consuBsraNTIAL. Sozom. Hist. 
Eccles. lib. i. c. 20, 21, 
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the Nicene Fathers; the ract, to wit, that Their 
doctrinal system had invariably been the doctrinal 
system of the whole Catholic Church, from the very 
age, and by the very teaching of the Apostles them- 
selves: for this simple circumstance, we have the 
most full and the most ample testimony. 

On the one hand, we have the distinct evidence 
of Eusebius, as preserved by the three ecclesias- 
tical historians Socrates and Theodoret and Gela- 
sius : and, on the other hand, we have the positive 
declaration of the collective Nicene Fathers them- 
selves, formally delivered during the actual session 
of the Council. | 

1. In his historical Epistle to his own Church 
of Cesaréa, Eusebius unequivocally states: that 
THE BROAD ALLEGATION OF THE PRESENT FACT Con- 
stituted the very PRINCIPLE, on which the Nicene 
Fathers avowedly proceeded in their definition of 
sound Christian Doctrine. 

As we have received from the Bishops our ‘prede- 
cessors, both in our first catechumenical instruction, 
and afterward at the time of our baptism; and as 
we have learned from the Holy Scriptures ; and as, 
both in our Presbyterate and in our Episcopate 
itself, we have both believed and taught: thus also 
now believing, we expound to you our Faith, 

But that Faith runs, in manner following. 

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, 
the maker of all things both visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Word of 
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God; God from God, Light from Light, Life 
from Life; the only-begotten Son, born before 
the whole creation, begotten from the Father 
before all worlds; through whom, likewise, all 
things were made: who, for our salvation, be- 
came incarnate, and was conversant among men, 
and suffered ; and rose again the third day, and 
ascended to the Father, and will come again in 
glory to judge the quick and the dead. 

We believe also in one Holy Ghost, truly the 
Holy Ghost: as also our Lord, when sending out 
his disciples to preach, said; Go and teach all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

Concerning which things, we firmly pronounce, 
anathematising every godless heresy: both that they 
thus are ; and that we thus think ; and, again, that 
we have always thus thought ; and, yet additionally, 
that we will insist upon this Faith even until death. 

Furthermore, in the presence of God Almighty 
and of our Lord Jesus Christ, we testify: that, ever 
since we knew ourselves, we have always, from our 
heart and from our soul, thus thought respecting 
these matters; and that we now think the same ; 
and that we speak truly. 

For, by sure demonstrations, we are able to shew 
and to persuade you: that, in times past also, we 
thus believed and preached. 

This Faith, accordingly, having been by us ea- 
pounded, there was no room for contradiction. 
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But our most religious Prince, himself the first, 
testsfied: that he rightly embraced it. And he both 
confessed, that he himself thus believed: and he like- 
wise charged, that all should assent, and should 
subscribe the decrees, and should agree with them. 

That single word CONSUBSTANTIAL was alone 
written addttionally: and this word he himself ex- 
plained as follows. 

The Son is not asserted to be consubstantial 
with the Father, according to the passions of ma- 
terial bodies. Nor is he alleged to subsist, through 
any division or abscission from the Father. For 
that, which is immaterial and intellectual and in- 
corporeal, cannot undergo bodily passion. But, 
such points as these, we ought to receive in words 
divine and unutterable. 

Thus did our most wise and pious Prince philoso- 
phise. But, on account of the introduction of the 
word CONSUBSTANTIAL, they composed this following 
written document. 

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, 
maker of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God; 
begotten only-begotten from the Father, that is, 
from the substance of the Father ; God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God ; be- 
gotten, not created; consubstantial with the Fa- 
ther ; through whom all things were made, both 
things in heaven, and things in earth: who, on 
account of us men and of our salvation, descended, 
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and became incarnate,’-and was made man; suf- 
fered, was buried, and rose again on the third day ; 
ascended into the heavens ; is coming to judge the 
. quick and the dead. 

We believe also in the Holy Ghost. 

But those, who say, that there was a time when 
the Son existed not, and that he existed not before he 
was begotten, and that he was made out of things 
which are not; or who say, that he was from any 
other person or substance ; or who teach, that the 
Son of God was created, or was vertible, or was 
mutable: these persons the Apostolic and Catholic 
Church anathemaitises '. 
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twy 6paray re cal dopdrwy romriy. Kal eic Eva Kupuoy "Incovy 
Xptoroy, rov rot Oeov Adyor, Oedy éx Oeod, pide Ex Gwroc, Gwry 
éx Lwijc, vidv povoyerij, mpwréroxoy waang kricewe, mpO TavTwY 
tov aiwvwy éx rov Iarpoc yeyevynpeévov, d¢ ov xa éyévero ra 
adyrat rov Oa Thy terépay owrnpiay capxwOévra, Kal év dy- 
Opwrog wodrevodpevoy, Kai raOdvra, kal dvacravra ry rpiry 
npépg, wai dvekOdvra xpo¢g roy Ilarépa, xai fiovra addy ey 
Coty xpivat Laivrag Kai vexpovc. Mcorevoper cai cig Ev THvevpa 
“Aywy, adnOic Tvetpa” Ayr" cabac cai 6 Kuptoc ipev, dro- 
oré\Awy eicg TO Kipuypa rouc Eavrov pabnrdc, elare* TlopevOevrec, 
paOnrevoare xavra ra EOvn, Baxrilovrec avrove cig ro Svopa 


~ & a ~ ce «= ~ 
rov Tarpoc xai rov Yiov «ai rov ‘Ayiov Hrevparoc. 
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Such is the account which Eusebius gives of the 
PRINCIPLE, avowedly and systematically acted upon 
by the Fathers of the first Nicene Council. 


Hlepi dy cai SiaBeBaotpeba obrwe exerv, cat obrw gpoveiv, 
cal rad obtwe EoynKévat, Kal péypt Gardrov bxép raurne évie~ 
racBa rijc wicrewc, avabeparilovree macavy GOeory aipeny. 
Tatra dro xapdiacg cal puxiic xavtwe weppovynxévat, && obxep 
Eyvwpeyv tavrove, Kal viv gpoveiy re, cal Aéyery EF ddNGelac, 
éxl rov Qeov rov xayroxpdropoc xal rov Kvolov jay ‘Inoov 
Xpeorov praprupdpueba, Cecxvdvac Exovrec cai ce’ drodetkewy rel- 
Ory bpde, Sre kal rove wapeAndrvOdrac xpdvove otrwe émerevo- 
pév re Kat exnpvocopey. 

Tadrne ig’ ipo eéxreBeionc rijc xiarewc, ovdevt wapijy dyrt- 
Aoyiag réxog. *AAN’ abrdg re mpwrog 6 BeogidAEorarog Hyper 
Bacrdreve épOdrara weptéxety abripy énapripnoev® obrw re xal éav- 
TOV dpoveiv cvywpodrdynoe, Kul rabry Tove wayrag ovyKarari- 
OecBat, troypagey re roicg cdypact, Kal cupgwveiv rourote ai- 
Toig mapekehevero, Evdg pévov poceyypagevrog phparog row 
“OMOOYZIOY, 6 calabro ipyfvevoce, Néywv' Gre py Kara ra 
Téyv owparwy xaOn dEyotro TP Larpi époovo.c, ovre Kard dtal- 
peoty, ovre xara riva dxoropy éx rov Tlarpéc, troorivae’ pnde 
yap dvvacba tiv aidoy Kat voepay cal dowparoy guoty ocwpa- 
Txdy Te TABOC dgioracBat' Delore de Kai dropphrore Adyote Tpoe- 
key Ta Towavra voety. 

Kal o prev copwraroc jpoyv Kal evocBécrarog Baoieve ra 
ToLdoE EGttoodget’ oi dé apopacee rij¢ rov ‘OMOOYXIOY zpoo- 
Oncnc, rivee ry ypagiy werohkacr. 

Iliorevoper sic Eva Oedy Tarépa wavroxparopa, wayrwy opa- 
T@Y TE Kat dopdarwy woinrhy. Kai cic Eva Kiptoy Inootv Xproroy 
roy Yidy rov Qeov, yevynPévra éx Ilarpocg povoyevij, Tovr’ eorty, 
éx Tij¢ oboiac rov [larpoc, Oedy éx Oeov, pug EK gwroc, Oeov 
adnOevov & Oeov arAnOevov, yevynBerra, ov roinBévra, Gpoovaoy 
r@ Iarpl, d¢ ov ra wdyra éyevero, ra re év obpavg@, ra re év TH 
Yi" TOV, OC Huds rove dvOpwarove kai dud rHv Hperépav owrnplay, 

VOL. I. C 
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THEY PROFESSED TO DELIVER NOTHING NEW. 
Hence they alleged, as a notorious Fact: that 
They propounded no doctrine, save what they them- 


KareNOovra, kal capxwOévra, kal évavOpwrjcayra, wadyra, ra- 
gévra, kal dvaordyra ry rpirn ypépg, avedOdvra ele rove obpavovg, 
Epydpevov kpivac Lwvrac Kal vexpovc. Kal cig ro “Ayroy Ilvevua. 

Tove 6€ Néyorrac, iv wore Gre ovK hy, kal xply yerynOvac obs 
qv, kal Gre ef oix Gvrwy Evyévero, ij cE Erépac bxocracews 4) odaiag 
paocorvras elvat, ij Kriordv,  rperroy, } dANoWwroy, roy Yioy row 
Gcov, dvaGepariler 4 dxooroAcKy) Kal caBoAKy ExxAnola. Euseb. 
Pamphil. Epist. ad Eccles. Caesar. Palast. apud Socrat. Hist. 
Eccles. lib. i. c. 8. Theodorit. Hist. Eccles. lib. i. c. 12. 
Gelas. Cyzic. Hist. Concil. Niczen. prim. lib. ii. c. 34, $5. in 
Labb. Concil. vol. ii. p. 258—256. 

There has been a dispute, respecting the proper translation 
of the word tzocrdcewc, as it occurs in the anathema at the 
close ef the Nicene Creed: a dispute, namely, whether it ought 
to be rendered substance or person. 

I. In favour of the version substance, it may he alleged : 
that, previous to the first Nicene Council, the word ixderacg was 
indifferently used in the sense either of person or of substance. 

Hence, by those who prefer the version substance, it may be 
urged: that the members of the Council do, in reality, explain 
the word irdoracte, as it is here used by them, by the word 
ovcia or substance ; for they say, é érépac vroordcews “H oboiac, 
from any other hypostasis on usta. 

The meaning, therefore, of the clause, according to this ex- 
position, will be: that, to cut off all occasion of verbal dispute, 
the Council, in their anathema, censure those, who assert, that 
The Son is from some other susstance than the Father; whe- 
ther, to express the idea of substance, they use the word txé- 
oracc or the word ovsia. 

II. But, in favour of the version person, it may be alleged: 
not only that the members of the Council, speaking through the 


~ 
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selves had learned in the course of their catechume- 
nical institution, save what had been handed down 


mouth of Hosius and Leontius, use, in the very Acts of the 
Synod, the word txécracie in the sense of person, as appears 
from the expression rptac vrocrdcewy; but likewise that, in the 
anathema, the two words trooracewe and ovsiag are designedly 
introduced in the two distinct senses of person and substance, 
that so the speculations of both the Arians and the Semiarians 
might be alike specifically condemned. 

1. Of these two sects, the several speculations ran, as follows. 

(1.) The Arians roundly asserted: that The Son, whatever 
might be his preéminent relative dignity, was still, like all other 
creatures made out of nothing; or, as the anathema accurately 
expresses the opinion, é ob« ovruy éyévero. 

(2.) The Semiarians more moderately declared: that The 
Son was not created out of nothing ; but that, By an ineffable 
generation, he was born from the ixdoractc or person of the 
Father. Yet, while they allowed, that He was born from the 
Uxdoractc or PERSON of the Father: they denied, through some 
paradoxical refinement, that He was born from the Father's 
ovoia OF SUBSTANCE. 

2. Now it may be fairly alleged : that, in the two distinct senses 
of person and substance, the two words vrosrdcewe and obciac 
have been designedly employed, for the express purpose of 
alike condemning both these two modifications of Arianism. 
Whence, according to thts exposition, the clause itself will run 
thus: Or who should say, that he was born from other person 
or SUBSTANCE (é Erépac dmoordotwe ij ovsiac), than the PERSON 
or sUBSTANCE of the Father. 

(1.) The Semiarians allowed; that He was not born from any 
other PERSON, than the person of the Father: but they denied ; 
that He was born from the Paternal susstTance. 

Hence, though they would escape the force of the word 
troordcewc, they would experience that of the word ovelac. 

c 8 
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to them from their predecessors, save what they had 
always taught to their several flocks during the times 
of both their Presbyterate and their Episcopate. 


(2.) The Arians, on the contrary, denied altogether: that 
He was born, either from the pzrson, or from the suBsTANCE, 
of the Father. 

Hence, in each of the two words trocrdcewc and obciag, their 
- condemnation was al‘ke involved. 

III. After attentively considering the question under all its 
bearings, I incline, on the whole, to prefer the version person : 
and, accordingly, I have so rendered the word iroordcewc in 
my translation. 

1V. It may be useful to remark : that, even after the Council 
of Nice, the word trdéoractc was always duly reclaimed by the 
Catholics in its sense of substance, whenever the Arians, shel- 
tering themselves under that sense, attempted thus to evade the 
decision of the great Synod. 

1. The members of the Nicene Council had defined the Deity 
to be, rpcada vrooracewy, a triad of hypostases: by which 
phrase they meant, a triad of personal subsistcences, or a triad 
of distinct though unseparated persons. ; 

2. Upon this, the Arians, availing themselves of a sense 
which txéoracrg had once theologically borne in common with 
ovoia, stated, without hesitation : that they freely acknowledged 
the Father and the Son and the Spirit to be three distinct 
hypostases. But then, by this apparent concession, they really 
meant: not that the I’'ather and the Son and the Spirit are 
three persons (which, in their use of the word troord cewy, was 
the doctrine intended to be conveyed by the Catholics); but 
that they are three distinct, and mutually different, substances. 
Consequently, by such verbal management, they made the 
language of the Catholics deny that precise doctrine of consuB- 
STANTIALITY, which, all the while, in the intention of the Catho- 
lics, it was strenuously affirming. 
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Into the more ancient Creed, the single word 
CONSUBSTANTIAL, indeed, they acknowledged them- 
selves to have introduced: and this addition they 
avowedly and openly made, for the purpose of 
effectually meeting the endless subterfuges of the 
Arians. 

But, though the precise word cONSUBSTANTIAL 
might not hitherto have appeared in any Symbol 
formally adopted by the whole Catholic Church : 
the doctrine, set forth in that word, was distinctly 


3. This not very honest evasion, of the well known inien- 
tional meaning of an originally ambiguous term, led the Council 
of Sardica to the best settler of all disputes, accurate definition. 

With express reference to the verbal shuffling of the Arian 
Party, the members of that Council were led distinctly to state : 
that, if irdoracig be used in the sense of person, there are, in 
that case, three hypostases in the one undivided Godhead ; but 
that, if it be used in the sense of substance, there is, then, in the 
Godhead, no more than one hypostasis. 

To rwy alperxnwy ovornpa gidoverket, Suaddpove elvat rac 
bxoordoetc tov Harpoc cat rov Yio cat rov ‘Aylov IIvevparog, 
kai elvac xexwpropevac. ‘Hyeic dé rabrny wapeAhpaper cal de~ 
cdaypeba, kal ravrnv Exopev tiv KaBodexny Kal arocrodikhy 
mapacooty Kal wiorty Kal dpodoylay, play elvacimdoracy, iy 
avrot of aipertxol otaiay xpocayopevovar, rov Iarpdc cal rov Yiov 
kat rov “Aylov IIvevparoc. Enpist. Synod. Patr. Sardic. apud 
Theodorit. Hist. Eccles. lib. ii. c. 8. 

Here, we may observe, the Catholic theologians of Sardica, 
when the evasions of the Arians had rendered it necessary, 
asserted the CONSUBSTANTIALITY of the Father and the Son and 
the Spirit through the medium of a definition of the word umé- 
eraotc, just as strongly as their predecessors of Nice had asserted 
it through the medium of the perfectly univocal word ovoia. 
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propounded in the. older universally recognised 
Symbols. Accordingly, they themselves adduced 
one of those ancient Symbols, as containing the 
theological system handed down to them from 
their predecessors. 

If, as that primitive Creed taught, Christ be 
God from God, as light is from light: then, 
assuredly, he must be consubstantial with the 
Father. For, unless, by virtue of the illustrative 
comparison, this be admitted : we must, in dealing 
with that comparison, prepare ourselves to assert ; 
that light emanating from light is zot of the same 
substance with the light from which it emanates. 

Moreover, though the Nicene Fathers con- 
fessedly introduced into their Symbol the word 
CONSUBSTANTIAL ; they were, in no wise, the ori- 
ginal inventors of such phraseology. 

The very terms suBSTANCE and CONSUBSTANTIAL, 
no less than the doctrine conveyed by those terms, 
had long been familiar both to the Greeks-and to 
the Latins. And I may add: that even their in- 
troduction into the Nicene Creed could, with no 
justice, be censured as an unwarrantable innova- 
tion; since, for the express purpose of deseribing 
the nature of the Son relatively to the nature of the 
Father, the latter of the two terms had been repeat- 
edly employed in the more ancient Ecthesis of the 
Council of Antioch which sat in the year 269°. 


* For an account of this Ecthesis, see below, book ii. chap. 
10. § If. 1, and append. ii. numb. 1. 
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2. As the whole body of the Nicene Fathers, in 
the very act of propounding their own Symbol 
amplified only by the addition of the single word 
CONSUBSTANTIAL, unanimously, according to the ex- 
press statement of Eusebius, declared themselves 
to have received the doctrine of the Trinity as set 
forth in the more ancient Symbol which they 
produced, both in their first catechumenical in- 
struction, and afterward at the time of their 
baptism, and again during the entire term both of 
their Presbyterate and their Episcopate ; appealing 
confidently to the whole world, whether they had 
not always invariably taught and preached and 
delivered that identical doctrine: so, at the close 
of a long disputation with those, who, during the 
session of the Council, appeared on the part of the 
Arians, they positively asserted, as a notorious and 
incontrovertible ract; that Zhe doctrine, which 
they maintained and taught, was uninterruptedly 
derwed from the Lord himself through the commu- 
nicatiwe medium of the Apostles. 

Their assertion, as expressed in their own pre- 
cise words, runs in manner following. 

This 1s the apostolic and blameless faith of the 
Church: which faith, ultimately derived from the 
Lord himself through the Apostles, and handed down 
from our forefathers to their successors, the Church 
religiously preserves, and maintains the same both 
now and for ever: inasmuch as the Lord said to the 
disciples; Gio and teach all nations, baptizing them 


24 THE APOSTOLICITY [Book 


in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost '. 

III. Thus, in two several passages, we have the 
attestation of full three hundred responsible indi- 
viduals, collected out of all parts of the World little 
more than three. centuries after the christian era 
and little more than two centuries after the death 
of St. John, to A NAKED HISTORICAL FACT: the FACT, 
namely; that Zhe doctrines, maintained in the first 
Council of Nice, were the doctrines, which they them- 
selves had always taught, which in the course of their 
catechumenical institution they had learned from 
their predecessors, which they had openly professed 
at the time of their baptism, which in the several lines 
of their respective Churches had invariably been 
handed down from one spiritual generation to another, 
which had been received on the authority of the 
Apostles, and which the Apostles had ultimately de- 
rived from the Lord himself. 

1. Now, whatever we may think of the poc- 
TRINES maintained and propounded by the Nicene 
Fathers ; whether we receive them as true, or 


} Airn fj ritc éxxXnoiac AxocrokKy Kai Apopnrog wiorie, hy- 
riva &vwOev rap’ abrov rou Kuplov dia riv drocrddwy ix xpo- 
yovwy eig exydvoug xapacobeicay fy éxxkAnola xpeoBever, kal viv 
kal cig del raurny xparel, einévrog rov Kuplov roic pabnraig’ 
TlopevOévrec, paOnrevoare xavra ra tOvn, Banrilovrec abrove 
ele ro Svopua Tov Tarpég xad rov Yiov cal rov “Ayiov Ivevparog. 
Gelas. Cyzic. Hist. Concil. Nic. prim. lib. ii. c. 23. Labb. 
Conci]. vol. ii. p. 224. 
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reject them as false: such, at all events, is the 
HISTORICAL FACT, which those Fathers publicly and 
uncontradictedly assert. 

To suppose, that more than three hundred geo- 
graphically disconnected individuals, just emerging 
from a severe persecution, in the course of which 
some of them, such as Paul and Paphnutius and 
many other Prelates, had been suffering con- 
fessors ', would dishonestly and unblushingly con- 
cur to avow a matter, which, at that early period, 
#f untrue, must have been generally known to be 
untrue: is a supposition, which it is certainly 
somewhat difficult rationally to entertain. 

We may, indeed easily conceive: that, under 
the influence of some forcible motive, these nume- 
rous individuals might have been led to unite in 
the establishment of a new code of DOCTRINE. 
But, on the hypothesis that their then established 
DOCTRINAL SYSTEM WaS @ NOVELTY, we cannot easily 
comprehend: how, in ¢hat case, they could have 
dared to assert a Fact, which thousands and mil- 
lions would have instantaneously contradicted. 
For, if their propounded DocTRINAL SYSTEM were 
a mere NOVELTY; since we know them to have 
asserted the racr that They recetwed tt from their 
predecessors, they clearly must have made the as- 
tounding assertion: that this notoriously new doc- 
trine, now recently for the jirs¢ time propounded 


1 See Theodorit. Hist. Eccles. Jib. i, c. 7, 
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by themselves, was, nevertheless, the identical 
old doctrine, which had always, in every Church, 
been taught by the Gatechists, and preached by 
the Clergy, and believed by the Laity; that this 
same new doctrine had been handed down, unin- 
terruptedly, from generation to generation, until 
it was received by the existing race of believers ; 
and that, by every Catholic, in every quarter of 
the Christian World, this self-same new doctrine, 
though universally well known to have been /irst 
introduced by the Nicene Fathers, was yet also 
known and admitted to have been originally 
delivered, to all the still perfectly concurring 
Churches both of Europe and of Asia and of 
Africa, by the holy Apostles themselves, on the 
express authority of their divine Master. 

How more than three hundred men could have 
ventured to hazard such an assertion, and how 
such an assertion could have completely escaped 
contradiction, may well be deemed somewhat ex- 
traordinary. Nevertheless, on the supposition that 
they were advancing a perfectly new and therefore 
hitherto unheard of doctrinal system, this precise 
assertion they plainly must have hazarded: and, 
what is even yet more strange, this precise as- 
sertion, when hazarded, must have been implicitly 
received without a shadow of contradiction. 

2. Still, however, to preclude the possibility of 
error, we will not, at present, thoroughly admit 
the asserted nistoricaL Fact of the Nicene Fathers 
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that The. doctrine, which they propounded, had been 
the doctrine of the Catholic Church from the very 
beginning. Before we receive it as an undoubted 
verity, we will, through the medium of other evi- 
dence, inquire whether it rests upon any solid 
foundation. 

If, then, we find their asserted racr regularly 
contradicted by more ancient testimonies up to the 
time of the Apostles: in that case, we are bound 
to reject it, as one of those portentous falsehoods 
which have occasionally been uttered. 

But, if we find it confirmed by almost every 
variety of evidence which we can well imagine ; 
and if, moreover, we find, that every objection to 
such evidence is altogether futile and untenable : 
in that case, we must clearly receive it, as the plain 
and honest and unadulterated truth. 

’ Respecting the pocrrinE involved in the asserted 

FACT, we may entertain what opinions we please, 
according as we admit or reject the divine autho- 
rity of Christ and his Apostles. But, if the asserted 
FACT be supported and confirmed by sufficient 
historical testimony, the bare racr itse/f we must 
undoubtedly receive: for, otherwise, by a refusal 
to receive a fact on sufficient historical testi- 
mony, we shall paradoxically introduce an univer- 
sal scepticism. 

IV. By writers, more or less hostile to the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, much has been said respect- 


ing the dissentions, which are alleged to have taken 
10 
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place among the Fathers of the first Nicene Coun- 
cil before they came to their final determination. 
Yet, with the exception of the personal heart- 
burnings which (according to Socrates and Sozo- 
men and Ruffinus) occurred at the commencement 
of the Council, these alleged dissentions appear, 
so far as doctrine was concerned, to have been, in 
truth, rather discussions for the sake of attaining 
accuracy, than any flagrant and invincible differ- 
ences of opinion. 

1. Thus, accordingly, we find them described 
by the Emperor Constantine, in his circular Epistle 
to the Churches.” 

All things, said he, obtained a suitable exami- 
nation *. 

2. He makes the same assertion in his particu- 
lar Epistle to the Church of Alexandria. 

All things, which might seem to giwe any handle 
for dispute or dissention, were argued and accu- 
rately examined *. 

3. On this assertion of the Emperor, the remark 
of the historian Socrates runs as follows. 

Constantine, indeed, wrote these things to the 
people of Alexandria, signifying : that the definition 
of the faith was made, not lightly nor at pure hazard ; 


'"Aravra Tij¢ wpoonKxovoeng rervynkev élerdoewc, EKuseb. de 
vit. Constant, lib. iii. c. 17. 

2 "HAéyxOn dravra, xai dkpiBwe éihraorat, doa hj dugiBo- 
Alac 7H Otxovolag mpdpacry éddxe yervgy. Socrat. Hist. Eccles. 
lib, i. c. 9. 
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but that they laid tt down with much inquiry and 
examination: and not that some things were men- 
tioned, while other things were suppressed ; but that 
all things were agitated, whatsoever were meet to be 
spoken for the establishment of the dogma: and that 
the definition was not made lightly ; but that it was 
preceded by an accurate discussion’. 

V. I have thought it right to notice these mat- 
ters, though they are of no immediate consequence 
to my argument itself. 

That argument, be it remembered, respects 
HISTORICAL FACTs exclusively ; not THE ABSTRACT 
TRUTH OR FALSEHOOD OF ANY PARTICULAR THEOLOGI- 
CAL SYSTEM. 

Now the Fathers of the first Nicene Council, 
after a long and careful inquiry and discussion, 
assert, merely as A THEN WELL KNOWN HISTORICAL 
Fact: that Their own definition of the Christian 
Faith was that precise scheme of Theology, which 
they had themselves recewed in the course of their 
catechetical instruction previous to their baptism, 
which they had always imparted to their own Cate- 
chumens, which was the unvarying faith of the 

7 ‘O pév df Baorsde rocaira Eypage TY ‘AAgkavoptwr dppue, 
pnvowy, Ore oy atrwWe, OBOE We ErvyE, yéyovey 6 Spoc Tig wia~ 
rewc’ dAN Sre pera wore cvlnrhoewc, Kal doxipaciac abroy 
ianydpevoar® cal ody, Gre rivd pev EdX€xOn, teva dé drecvynOn* 
dN’ Sri, doa wpocg svaracw rov ddyparog AexOivae Hopole, 
mavra éxwnOn* Kal Gre oy ardwe wpicOn’ GAN dxpiBwo éke~ 
racOn xpérepov. Socrat. Hist. Eccles. lib. i. c. 9. 


30 THE APOSTOLICITY [BOOK I. 


Catholic Church in all their several dioceses, and 
which was ultimately derived from the Lord himself 
through the Apostles and their successors’. 


1 I may here observe: that the testimony of Acesius, the 
Bishop of the Novatian Dissenters, perfectly accorded with that 
of the Catholic Bishops assembled in the Nicene Council. 

Constantine invited this Prelate to take his seat in the Synod 
along with his brethren. Acesius, on that rigidly severe prin- 
ciple of his separation which procured him the half joking im- 
perial advice to set up a ladder and mount to heaven by himself, 
declined the invitation. But, after the dissolution of the Council 
and the confirmatory subscription of its Rule of Faith, he bore 
full testimony to the soundness of the historical basis, on which 
its members had avowedly constructed their Symbol. 

When the Emperor asked him, whether he assented to the 
definition of Faith set forth by the Nicene Fathers, he promptly 
answered: The Synod has defined nothing new: for thus, from 
earlier days and from the very beginning, I have received, even 
Srom the apostolic times themselves, this Definition of the Faith. 

'O de, ob8€y Katvdv, Edn, W Bacired,  civodog Hptoev" obrw 
yap, &vwOer cal éi dpyfic, ék rwyv droorokikwy xpdvwr, mwapel= 
Anda kal rov Spov rijc wiorewc. Socrat. Hist. Eccles. hib. i. 
c. 10. 

Acesius, we see, though, on a point of overstrained discipline, 
his Communion, since the time of the persecution under Decius, 
had remained separated from the General Church, bears exactly 
the same testimony, as the assembled Fathers of the Council 
themselves, to THE HISTORICAL FACT of The primitive apostolical 
éraduction and derivation of the Nicene Definition of the Fatth. 
That definition, he distinctly avows, propounded the identical 
doctrine respecting the nature and subsistence of the Deity, 
which, under the specific aspect of 4n authoritative communica- 
tion from the Apostles to the very earliest Church Catholic, he 
had himself received from his theological predecessors. 
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It is with the historical truth of this alleged Fact, 
not with the abstract truth of the pocTRiNE involved 
in it, that I am at present alone specially con- 
cerned. 


Thus, while dissenters in discipline, Acesius and his Com- 
munion fully symbolised with the Universal Church, both in 
regard to the Faith itself, and in regard to the historical Prin- 
ciple on which that Faith was adopted. 


CHAPTER III. 


RESPECTING THE TESTIMONY AFFORDED BY THE EVI- 
DENCE OF ENEMIES TO THE FACT OF THE POSITIVE 
ANTIQUITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST'S ESSENTIAL 
DIVINITY. 


Tue allegation of an enemy is important or unim- 
portant in regard to historical testimony, pre- 
cisely as that allegation is admitted or denied 
by the community against which it is brought 
forward. 

Tacitus charged the Jews with adoring the 
image of an ass: but such a notorious and repro- 
bated falsehood, as Tertullian well remarks, served 
only to demonstrate, that, in this particular at least, 
the historian evinced himself the very prince of 
liars’. In a similar manner, the Pagans perpe- 
tually asserted, that the early Christians, in those 
secret meetings to which they were driven through 
the violence of persecution, were accustomed to 
eat and drink the flesh and blood of a slaughtered 


" Cornelius Tacitus, sane ille mendaciorum loquacissimus. 
Tertull. Apol. adv. Gent. Oper. p. 84). Rhenan. 
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infant, and that a constituent part of their nefa- 
rious nocturnal orgies was an unbounded licence 
of promiscuous fornication : but, when from the 
very first we find such accusations indignantly 
repelled, we rationally ascribe them to mere 
bigotted virulence ; and thus, in point of evidence, 
we deem them unworthy of the least credit. 

Now it is a remarkable circumstance, that, 
anterior to the session of the great Council of Nice, 
a standing topic of objection to the theology of the 
Gospel was: that CHRISTIANS VENERATED, AS GOD, 
ONE WHO HAD BEEN CONDEMNED AND EXECUTED AS A 
MALEPACTOR. 

Nor is the objection brought forward in any 
modified and subordinate sense of the word God. 
Its very strength professedly lies, in the gross 
alleged absurdity: that The Almighty Creator of 
heaven and earth, the Supreme Deity eternal and 
immortal and immutable, should have been born into 
this world in the form of a man; should have.tamely 
suffered himself to be treated with every sort of tn- 
dignity ; and should at length have expired by the 
most tgnominious of all punishments, that of cruci- 

jixion'. 


This peculiar speculation is repeatedly charged 


So notorious a fact was the worship of Christ as God, that 
it was even made the express groundwork of persecution; on 
the plea, that Christians, by such worship, violated an ancient 
Roman law, which forbad the consecration of a god without the 
assent of the Senate. 


VOL. I. D 
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upon the whole body of the Christians, both by 
Pagans and by Jews and by Pagans assuming the 
controversial character of Jews, long anterior to 
the commencement of the fourth century. 

The zmportance of the charge, so far as héstorecal 
testimony ts concerned, depends entirely upon the 
manner in which tt was recewed. 

If the charge were readily and instantaneously 
and constantly denied: the very denial would afford 
a distinct proof; that The early Christians recog- 
nised no such doctrine as that of the Trinity and of 
the godhead of their Master. 

But, if, on the contrary, the charge were always 
freely admitted ; if the opinion, involved in it, were 
strenuously defended ; and if, in various instances, 


Vetus erat decretum, ne deus ab imperatore consecraretur, 
nisl a senatu probaretur, ut M. A‘milius de deo suo Alburno 
fecit: et hoc ad causam nostram, quod apud vos de humano 
arbitratu divinitas pensitatur. Nisi homini deus placuerit, deus 
non erit: homo jam deo propitius esse debebit.—Quales ergo 
leges istee, quas adversus nos soli exercent impil, Injusti, turpes, 
truces, varii, dementes? Tertull. Apol. adv. Gent. Oper. 
p- 815, 817. 

Such a law could not have affected Christians; unless it had 
been known, and unless they themselves had freely confessed, 
that they worshipped Christ as God. The Pagans, with their 
notions, might probably sometimes imagine, that Christ was the 
canonised hero-god of the Nazarenes: but this could not have 
been the case with the more curious and accurate tnquirers 
among them; because, as I observe in the text, the very stress 
of thetr objections rests upon the alleged absurdity, that a cru- 
cified malefactor could be the Supreme Divinity. 
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the charge itself originated from the very language 
of those against whom it was brought: such an 
adnussion and such a defence will afford, I appre- 
hend, a no less distinct proof; that Zhe doctrine 
of Christ's godhead, included in the doctrine of the 
Trinity, was the standard doctrine of the Cathoke 
Church during the period throughout which the 
charge was so perpetually propounded. 

Havmg made these preliminary observations, 
I shall now, agreeably to the plan which has been 
laid down, trace the matter retrogressively from 
the era of the first Nicene Council. 

I. About the year 303, or about the latter end 
of the third and the beginning of the fourth cen- 
tury, flourished Arnobius, originally a pagan rheto- 
rician at Sicca in Africa, afterward a convert to 
Christiamty. 

This writer gives the following account of the 
charge, as it stood in his time. 

The gods, says the pagan enemy of the Gospel, 
are not angry at you Christians, because you wor- 
shtp the Omnipotent God. But they are indig- 
nant: both beeause you contend, that ONE, WHO 
WAS BORN A MAN AND WHO WAS PUT TO DEATH BY 
THE IGNOMINIOUS PUNISHMENT OF CRUCIFIXION, I8 
cop; and because you belseve him still to survive ; 
and because YOU ADORE HIM WITH DAILY SUPPLICA- 
TIONS |. 

? Sed non, inquit, idcireo dii vobis infesti sunt, quod Omnipo- 
tentem colatis Deum; sed quod hominem natum, et quod per- 


p 2 
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Such, in form, was the charge. The answer, 
after a sarcastic description of the gentile deities, 
thus grievously forsooth humiliated by the adora- 
tion of the crucified:Galilean: the answer (through 
the medium of a very just retort, constructed on 
the acknowledged principles of Paganism itself) 
proceeds to assert: and to vindicate the divine 
worship of Christ, on the specific ground of his 
absolute and proper divinity ; on the specific 
ground, to wit, that he is God in. the highest 
import of the word, God sent economically as a 
messenger by God the Father the Supreme Ruler 
of the Universe. 

We worship then, it seems, one who was born a 
man. 

Be tt so. But do you yourselves worship no one 
who was born a man: and that too, not merely this 
or that single individual, but deities innumerable ? 
Or rather, in truth, were not all your gods originally 
mortals, whom you yourselves have elevated to the 
starry heaven ?— . 

But let us suppose for a moment, in compliment 
to your own opinions, that Christ was one of us mere 
men, similar in mind and soul and body and frailty 
and condition to ourselves: still was he not, on your 
avowed principles, worthy to be called a god and to 


sonis infame est vilibus crucis supplicio interemptum, et Deum 
fuisse contenditis, et superesse adhuc creditis, et quotidianis 
supplicationibus adoratis.. Arnob. adv. gent. lib. 1. p."19, 20. 
Lugdun. Batav. 165]. 
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be deemed a god, tn recompense for the benefits which 
he has conferred ? You worship Bacchus, Ceres, 
Esculaptus, Minerva, and Triptolemus ; because 
they severally invented wine, corn, medicine, the 
olive, and the plough: you have introduced Hercules 
into the assembly of the gods ; because he destroyed 
wild-beasts and thieves and the innumerable heads of 
the hydra. Shall we then venerate, with more penu- 
rious honours, him, who guided us from error into 
truth ?— 

But you tell us, that We worship one who was 
born a man. | 
Now, even if it were true that we did worship a 
mere man: yet, on account of all the blessings which 
we have derived from him, he might, on your own 
principles, well deserve to be styled a divinity. But, 
SINCE HE IS GOD IN REALITY AND WITHOUT THE 
SLIGHTEST AMBIGUITY OF DOUBT, do you tmagine us 
inclined ever to deny, that HE 18 WORSHIPPED BY US 
IN THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE DEGREE, and that he is 

called the President of our Community ? 

Some one, maddened and enraged, will say: 
What, then, is that Christ God ? 

YES, we answer, AND GOD OF THE VERY INNERMOST 
POTENCY. We further profess, however it may 
irritate unbelievers, that, for ends of the last 
amportance, he was sent to us by the Supreme Sove- 
reign.—HE WAS THE HIGH GOD: GOD, RADICALLY AND 
ESSENTIALLY. rom unknown realms, by the Prince 
of the Universe, he was sent, God, God the Saviour: 
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God, whose origin and whose essence the rulers and 
the gods of this world could neither know nor 


suspect ’. 


1 Natum hominem colimus. 

Quid enim? Vos hominem nullum colitis natum? Non 
unum et alium? Non innumeros alios? Quinimo non omnes, 
quos jam templis habetis vestris, mortalium sustulistis ex 
numero, et coelo sideribusque donastis 7— 

Sed concedamus interdum, manum vestris opinionibus dantes, 
unum Christum fuisse de nobis, mentis, animee, corporis, fra- 
gilitatis, et conditionis unius: nonne dignus a nobis est, tanto- 
rum ob munerum gratiam, Deus dici, Deusque sentiri? Si 
enim vos Liberum, quod usum reperit vinis; si, quod panis, 
Cererem ; si Aisculapium, quod herbarum; si Minervam, quod 
olere; si Triptolemum, qudd aratri; si denique Herculem, 
quod feras, quod fures, quod multiplicium capitum superavit 
compescuitque natrices; divorum retulistis in coetum: honoribus 
quantis afficiendus est nobis, qui ab erroribus nos magnis, in- 
sinuata veritate, traduxit 7— 

Natum hominem colitis. 

Etiam si esset id verum, tamen pro multis et tam liberalibus 
donis, que ab eo profecta in nobis sunt, Dens dici appellarique 
deberet. Cum vero Deus sit re certa et sine ullius rei dubi- 
tationis ambiguo, inficiaturos arbitramini nos esse, quam maxime 
illum a nobis coli et preesidem nostri corporis nuncupari ? 

Ergone, inquiet aliquis, furens, iratus, et percitus, Deus tle 
est Christus? 

Deus, respondebimus, et interiorum potentiarum Deus: et, 
quod magis infidos acerbissimis doloribus torqueat, rel maxims 
causa a Summo Rege ad nos missus.—Deus ille sublimis fuit ; 
Deus radice ab intima; Deus ab incognitis regnis, et ab omnium 
Principe Deus sospitator, est missus: quem neque sol ipse, 
neque ulla, si sentiunt, sidera, non rectores, non principes 
mundi, non denique dii magni, aut qui fingentes se deos genus 
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The responsive argument of Arnobius, in short, 
runs to the following effect. 

- Even if Christ were a mere man, who had been 
elevated to divinity on account of the benefits 
which he had conferred : you Pagans, on your own 
principles, could not justly object to our adoration 
of him; since you yourselves confessedly worship 
a whole Olympus of deified mortals who once 
actually and corporeally lived in this nether world. 
Still less, then, can you object to our practice: 
since Christ is not a mere deified man and nothing 
more, but truly and unambiguously and essentially 
God himself; God the Son, sent by God the 
Father ; Jehovah, as the prophet Zechariah speaks, 
sent by Jehovah ; God, one with the Father in es- 
sence, though distinct from the Father in person. 

II. We find the same familiar allegation urged 
again and again, almost to absolute satiety, by the 
Epicurean Celsus, who flourished about the middle 
of the second century: and his testimony 1s pecu- 
liarly valuable, not only for its antiquity, but also 
because, like that of the Pagan in Arnobius, it 
unequivocally tends to shew, that the Christians 
of that period supposed their Lord to be God 
essenttally'. His Work was answered by Origen, 


omne mortalium territant, unde aut qui fuerit, potuerunt nes- 
cere vel suspicari. Arnob. adv. gent. lib. i. p. 21, 24, 32. 

+ The objections of Celsus are put into the mouth of a Jew. 
Hence the objections are constructed on the sentiments, which 
the Jews were known to entertain of God. Now a Jew never 
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who lived about the middle of the third century : 
so that the objections and the replies may be con- 
sidered, as exhibiting the belief of the Church from 
about the year 150 to about the year 250. 

The fictitious Jew, in the Work of Celsus, says 
Origen, thus addresses Jesus. 

What need was there, that, while yet an infant, 
thou shouldest be carried to Egypt, lest thou shouldest 
be slain? Surely it was not fitting, that cov should 
be alarmed on account of death. But an angel, it 
seems, came from heaven, commanding thee and thy 
relatives to flee, lest, if caught, ye should die! The 
great God, then, who sent two angels on account of 
thee, could not, in that country, preserve thee, His 
OWN PROPER SON ! — 

But we Christians, giving credit to Jesus, when, 
concerning the Deity who was within him, he said, 
I am the way and the truth and the life ; and when, 
respecting his human body he said, Now ye seek to 
slay me, a man who have spoken the truth to you: 


could have gone to work on the principle: that 4 Chrestian 
might deem hts lord to be a god, only tn the inferior pagantsing 
sense of a canonised hero or demon. Therefore, when a simu- 
lated Jew is dramatically made to object that Christians deemed 
their Lord to be God: the decorum of the sustained character 
plainly requires, that by cop should be meant srHovAH or THE 
SUPREME DEITY. Accordingly, we shall find : that all the ob- 
jections, which Celsus puts into the mouth of his Jew, are 
framed on this precise principle; and that all the answers, 
returned by Origen, are still framed on the very same principle. 
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we Christians pronounce him to be a certain com- 
pound ; and we judge it meet, that he, who had pre- 
determined to sojourn among us like a man, should 
not unseasonably expose himself to mortal danger.— 
For, since he wished to appear only as a man testified 
of God, there would have been an inconsistency tn 
any extraordinary aid, which might indicate, that, 
under the appearance of a man, he possessed some- 
what more divine: namely, that he was properly the 
Son of God, even God the Word and the Power and 
the Wisdom of God, who ts called Christ '. 


1 °"Emt dé robroc elfic 6 "lovdatog mpdg ror ‘Incoty, rapa re 
Kédog déyet. 

Té d€ cai ce virwov ere éxphy elc Alyuwroy éxxoplfecOat, 
py dxoogayiic; Sedov ydp obk elxdc Hv wepl Oavdrov dedouévac’ 
kal &yyedoc pev iycey & obpavot, xedevwv aolxal roig goic oi- 
xelorg gevryery, pr EyxaradngOevrec droOdynre. DvdAdacetv dé ce 
aird0t, 6 dbo én dua ce wexopgic dyyédovc, 6 péyac Bede, 
Toy totoy vioy obk éduvaro;— 

“‘Hpeic 0’, abrg meoretorrec "Inovd, wepl pev rijc Ev abrg Oed- 
tyros Aéyorrt, "Eye ely dd0¢ cat f dAGaa cal h fw, xal et 
Te Touroig waparAfowy wept dé rov, Ore évy dyOpwalvy c&pare 
WY, Tavra daoxorrt, Noy € Cnreiré pe droxreivar, &vOpwrov, 
Soreg thy ddnOecay vyuiv AEdddAnKa’ obvOerdy re yXpipa papev 
abroy yeyovivat, kat éxypiiy rov xpovoovpevoy rijc &¢ dyOpwxov 
éavrov cic rév Bloy éxdnpulac ph dxalpwe dpdoe ywpeiy re Ewe 
Gavdrov xivdbvy.—To ydp xdvv xapddoloy rijg éx’ abroy Bon- 
Ociac, xal éxi réoy éudavec, ob« Hy xphasoy rg BobdrALoOar ad- 
roy dwdakar &¢ dyvOpwroy paprupobpevoy xo rov Oeod, Exe 
rt Oerdrepov év re PBAexopévy dvOpwxe’ Srep hy 6 Kupiwe vide 
Ocov, Gedc Adyocxal Avrgpic cai Geov Logia, 6 adovpevoc Xpro- 
zéc. Orig. cont. Cels, lib. i. p. 51. 52, Spencer. Cantab. 1618. 
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Gop, he continues in the person of his fictitious 
Jew to address Jesus, cannot have such a body as 
thine. 

But, in answer to this, we say: that, sojourning 
in life as a man, he assumed, from a female, a body 
like the human body capable of death’. 

His fictitious Jew goes on to object: How could 
we deem him to be cop, who performed-nothing of 
the things which he promised ; and who, when we 
had convicted him, was at length apprehended after 
a disgraceful attempt to hide himself ; and who was 
betrayed by the very persons, whom he called dis- 
ciples? Had he been conv, he could neither have 
fled, nor could he have been led away in bonds— 

To this we reply: that we do not suppose the visi- 
ble and sensible body of Jesus to be God, nor even 
indeed his human soul concerning which tt is said, 
My soul is sorrowful even unto death: but, in our 
opinion, the Word, who 1s God and the Son of the 
God of all things, spoke, in Jesus, both the saying, 
I am the way and the truth and the life, and the 
saying, I am the gate, and the saying, I am the 
lwing bread that descended from heaven, and other 
sayings of a similar nature. Well, therefore, do 
we censure the Jews for not deeming him to be God, 
who ts by the propkets so often testified of, as being 


" @nolv, “Ore Oeod obs ay ety rowsroy cépa, oLoy To aby. 

"AAN' hpelc, xpoc ratra, oda abroy Aéyomey dvedygévac, 
w¢ dro Ondsiac, rp Bly éxcdnuqoayvra dyOpemivoy, cai Bard- 
rov dyOpwwov dexrexdy. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. i. p. 54. 











od 
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THE GREAT POWER AND GOD according to the Giod and 
Father of all things. For we assert, that, in the 
Mosatc Cosmogony, the Father addressed to him the 
command, Let there be light, and Let there be a 
Jirmament, and whatsoever other things God com- 
manded to be made. He, moreover, said to him; 
Let us make man after our image and our likeness: 
and the Word, having recewed these commands, did 
all the things which the Father enjoined him.— But 
we speak thus, not as separating THE 8ON OF GOD 
from the man Jesus: for, after the economy, the 
soul and the body of Jesus became most intimately 
one with THE WORD OF Gop '. 


* Mera ratra gnow 6 "lovdatog’ [lie & éuéddoper rovrov 
vopilery Oecd, dc, ra re dda Gowen exnxovero, obder Jv éxny- 
yéAXero éwecelkyvro; Kal, ered) Hyeic édéytayrec abrov «ai 
xarayvovreg Hlwipev xodaleoOat, kpumrduevoc pey Kal diadt- 
Spaocwy trovetdiorérara, éddw* on’ abrisy dé dv dvdpale pabn- 
riv xpovddby. Kal rot Oeby, dno, Syra, ovre gevyay ivify, 
ovre deGévra axayeoOat.— 

Ilpé¢g ravra dé gnooper, Ere vd Fpeic tates ro 
PrXexdpevoy rére kal aloOnroy rov "Inood cSpa elvac Oedy. Kat 
rl Aéyw 16 eipa; GAN’ obde Thy Woyiy, wepl He AdAEKrac ro, 
Llepidvade éorty ) uy pou Ewe Bavarov’ ’AAAGa,—«al’ ide, 
& Adyog Gedc, cal Oeod trav Sdwy vidc, EXeyey ev re "Inood 
70, "Eye cic } dddg vad 4 GAGE cal § Lwh Kal ro, "Ey elpu 
i) Oupa* cal ro, "Eye eiue 6 Gprog 6 Lew 6 éx row obparod xara- 
Pac’ xal ct re Edo robrog raparAtowr. "Eyxadouper oby "Iov- 
daiorg rovrov py vopleact Ody, two rév xpognraGy Ko\NaxoU 
pepaprupnuévoy we peyadAny oyra Avyauey cai Ocov, xara roy 
ray SAwy Oeoy cal wartpa. Tovry yap gapey, év rp xara Mo- 
oa xoopoxotig, xpoorarrovra rov Ilarépa elpnuévac ro, TernOhrw 

10 
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Let us see, however, what Celsus is pleased next 
to object. 

Being con, says he, Christ foretold that he should 
be betrayed. Therefore, what he foretold, could not 
but come to pass. Hence cop compelled lus dis- 
ciples to become wicked and impious.—Truly, no 
person, who partook of the same table even with a 
man, ever plotted against that man: yet one, who 
had feasted with cov, plotted against cop; and, 
what is still more inconsistent, GOD HIMSELF plotted 
against his assoctates, compelling them to become 
traitors. | 

Even to such allegations as these we will reply, 
though they are no better than mere childish quib- 
bles. Celsus, then, thinks, that a predicted matter 
occurs, because it ts predicted. But we, admitting 
no such thing, assert, that he, who predicts a matter, 
1s not the cause of tts occurrence: for, though he has 
foretold what is about to occur; yet that, which is 
about to occur, will equally occur, even if it has never 
been foretold’. 


gic, KalTevnOnrw orepéwpa, kat ra Nowa bea xpoctratey 6 
Oede yevéoOat’ kai rovry eipnxévac ro, Hotqowpey &vOpwroy Kar’ 
elxdva Kal Gpolworv jperépay’ rpoorayGérra O& rov Adyor werot- 
nkévac wavra dea 6 [larip abr évereiNaro.—Taira dé paper, 
od xwplLovrec rv vidy rov Qeov aro Tov "Inoot* @y yap partora, 
pera riv oixovoulay yeyévnrat mpog roy Adyov rov Oeov 7 
pux7 Kal rd o@pa rob "Inood. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. ii. p. 62, 
63, 64. 

* Mera ratra idwpey mag Eyer. Taira Oedc, dno, oy 


mpoeime’ Kal mavrwe éxpiv yevéoOar ro xpoeipnuévoy. Seog 


CHAP. III. | OF TRINITARIANISM. 45 


We proceed to notice the next objection, started 
with abundance of parade, by our antagonist. 

Gon, says Celsus, is good and excellent and happy. 
But, if he descends to men, he of necessity expe- 
riences a change: that ts to say, a change from good 
to bad, from excellent to base, from happiness to 
unhappiness. Yet who would choose such a muta- 
tion? It may be consistent with the nature of a 
mortal: but, with that of an immortal, it is wholly 
inconsistent. Gon, therefore, can never have expe- 
rienced any such mutation. 

To thes tt would afford a sufficient reply, if I were 
to shew the character of what tn Scripture is called 
A DESCENT OF GOD TO MEN: 8% which there ts no need 
to admit any change in him (as Celsus imagines us 
to assert), nor any conversion from good to bad or 
from excellent to base.-—But that, which descended 


oby, rave abrov paOnrac Kai xpogfrac, pe dv cvvedelxver cal 
ovvéxtver, el rovro repthyayev, Sc ye aaeBeic xal dvoaiovg ye- 
véicOar.—H avOpexg pév 6 xowwwrhoag rparélnc, obk dv Ext 
éxeBovdevoe’ Oeg O€ cvvevwynbelc, éxiBovdroc éylvero’ cal, Srep 
ért droxmwrepoy, airoc 6 Gaede roig ouvyrpaxélac éweBoudevae, 
mpoddrac kal svace[seic wotwr. 

Kal wpoc ratra dé, éxel Povde xal roig éuol parvopévace ebre- 
Agoe rov Kédoou éxtyephuacty dravrgy, roaira ghoopey. ‘O 
pev Kédaog olterat, dra rovro ylveoOae rd uxd revog rpoyvwoews 
Ocomober, éxet BeoricOn. ‘Hycic dé, rovro ob duddyrec, paper, 
ovyi roy: Oeaxlcayvra airidy civat rot tcopévov, éwel xpocirev 
aro yernodpevoy, GAG To Eodpevov Eocpuevoy ay Kal py Bec- 
mioGev, thy airlay re mpoytyvywoxorrt wapeoynxévat Tov adbro 
xpoeneiv. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. ii. p. 72, 738. 
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to men, was in the form of God: and, on account of 
his philanthropy, he emptied himself, in order that 
ke meght be apprehended by them ; yet without a 
change from good to bad or from happiness to un- 
happiness ''.— If, however, THE IMMORTAL GOD THE 
WORD, assuming a mortal body and a human soul, 
seems to Celsus to be changed and metamorphosed : 
let him learn, that THE WORD, REMAINING THE WORD 
IN SUBSTANCE, suffers nothing of the matters which 
the body and the soul suffer °. 


* Philip. ii. 6. 

*"Idwuev dé cal Grep éliicg gnow & KéXoog, pera peyadnc 
arayyekiac, rovrov roy rpdroy. 

‘O cde &yabés éart, Kal Kaddc, cal ebdaipwr, kat év rg Kad- 
Mary caldpicry. Ei dn é¢ dvOpdmouc xdraow, peraBodjgc arg 
dei* peraBorjge O€ & ayaGov eic kaxoy, kat éx Kadow ele aloypor, 
kal é€& ebdapoviac eig xaxodatpoviay, Kal ex rov dpicrov ei¢ ro 
xovnpdrarov. Tic &v ody Edotro rotavrny peraBodrhv ; Kal pev 
8) rg Ovnrg pev &ddAdrrecOa nal perarharrecOat, vow’ rg O 
dOavary, cara ra abra cal ooatrug Exeav. Ovdc dy obd€ rad- 
rnv ray peraPorry Oed¢ déxorro. 

Aoxet dé pot xpdc ratra dAéyeoOar ra déevra, dunynoapive 
rhv év raic ypagaic Acyouévny xaraBacw Gee wpdc ra avOpe- 
wiva’ eic fy ov peraBorjHc abrg dei, Oc Kédooe tae olerac 
héyety, ovre rpowije rijc & &yabet cic waxéy.—Td d& caraBe- 
Bnxdc cig &vOpwrove év poppy Geov triipye’ Kat, det giravOpw- 
wiay, eavrov éxévwoey, iva ywpnGijvar tn’ abrév duvnOy” ob Of 
wou & & c&yabey elc xaxov yéyovey abrg perafor},—ovd &x 
Kaov ele aioypor,—ovde é& evdatpoviac HrAOer elc Kaxodammoviay. 
—Ei 82 cal, cpa Ovyroy cai poydy arOperivny advadrafwy, 6 
abavaroc Bed Adyor doxet rp KéXoy aAXdarrecOa cal pera- 
mrarreadar pavOavérw, dre 6 Adyos, ry obcig pévwy Adyos, 
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On the whole, since he objects to us, I know not 
how often, concerning Jesus ; that FROM A MORTAL 
BODY WE ESTEEM HIM TO BE GOD, and that in doing 
so we conceive ourselves to act pously : it were super- 
uous, so much having already been said, to give him 
any further answer. Yet let these objectors know, 
that this person, whom, with full persuasion, we be- 
lieve to be from the beginning, GOD AND THE SON OF 
GoD, 1s the very Word and the very Wisdom and the 
very Truth: and we assert, that his mortal body 
and the human soul sn him, not only by fellowship, 
but likewise by absolute union and commixture, hav- 
ing participated of his divinity, have passed into 
THE DEITY °. 


ovdey per waayee Oy raoye TO capa i} h Wvyh. Orig. cont. 
Cels. lib. iv. p. 169, 170. 

? "Exel & éyxadet ftv, ovx old Hon owocaxic, rept rov 'In- 
gov, re éx Ovyrov cbparoc Oyvra Oedy vopilopey, xal év rovrp 
Sora Spgv Soxovper’ weptoody prev TO Erte wepdc rovro eye, 
arelova yap év rotc aywrlpw Aérdexrat. “Opwe 6& torwoay ot 
éyxaXowvrec, Sri, Sy pew vopllopey cal wereiopeBa apyibev 
civat Gedy cal vioy Qeov, ovrog 6 Adbroddyog éorit cali Abro~ 
copia cal h AbroaAfOea® ro dé Ovnrov atrov oopa, cai ri) 
avOpwxivny év abrg Wuyny, Ty mpoc éxeivo ob pdvoy Kotvwrig, 
GANG Kai Evdce cal dvaxpdoe, ra péyora gapey rpoceAngévat, 
kat rijc éxelvov Oetérnroc Kexotvwedra eig Ocdy peraeBnxévat. 
Orig. cont. Cels. lib. iii. p. 185, 136. See also lib. it. p. 101. 
lib. vii. p. 868. lib. vin. p. 404. 

At the close of these quotations, it may not be useless to 
remark : that the simuJated Jew of Celsus indifferently argues 
on the fact of the Christians deeming their Saviour 6 Oedc as 
well as Gedc. The former term, 6 Oedc, in English most pro- 
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It will be observed, that the allegations of 
Celsus, while they are throughout constructed 
upon the express ground that Christ was believed 
to be strictly and properly THE SUPREME GoD, 
respect, not merely a few visionary indwiduals, but 
the whole collective body of the Church. As such, 
accordingly, they are understood and answered by 
Origen. Hence, whatever in the abstract we may 
think of the arguments on either side, we have 
(the sole matter with which I am at present con- 
cerned) the positive and admitted testimony of 
Celsus to the evidently well-known and familiar 
circumstance: that The Catholic Church, about the 
middle of the second century, or about some fifty or 
sixty years after the death of St. John, held and 
maintained the essential divinity of Christ, viewed 
under the aspect of God the Word, the eternal Son 
of the Father, coexistent with him from the begin- 
ning in the inseparable unity of the Godhead. 

III. Such being the case, we shall be prepared 
to expect the same charge from the mouth of 
Trypho the Jew in the celebrated conversation 
which he held with Justin Martyr some few years 
earlier than the epoch of the attack made by 
Celsus. 

The conversation in question, as appears from 


perly rendered The Deity, effectually precludes, even on gram- 
matical principles, any socinian quibble, that Geode without the 
article, may be rendered a god, no less properly than God. 


CHAP. III. | OF TRINITARIANISM. 49 


the evidence distinctly afforded by itself, took place 
in the year 136'. Hence the allegations of 
Trypho will respect the faith of Christians, as by 
an enemy it was alleged to stand, and as by a pro- 
fessed believer it was admitted to stand, only thirty- 
six years after the death of the Apostle St. John. 

Trypho exclaimed: My good friend, it would be 
well for us to follow the advice of our Rabbins, that 
we should converse with no one of you Christians. 
For you speak many blasphemies, wishing to per- 
suade us: that THIS CRUCIFIED MALEFACTOR WAS 
WITH MOSES AND AARON, and that HE CONVERSED 
WITH THEM IN THE PILLAR OF THE CLOUD, and that 
afterward he became man, and that he was crucified, 
and that he ascended to heaven, and that he will 
again appear upon earth, and that HE OUGHT TO BE 
WORSHIPPED. 

Whereupon I answered: I know, that, as the word 
of God spake, THIS GREAT WISDOM OF GOD THE 
ALMIGHTY CREATOR OF ALL THINGS 18 hidden from you. 
Hence, through pity, I labour, that you may under- 


1 Trypho speaks of himself, as having emigrated to Greece 
in consequence of the war which was then raging: gvywy rov 
viv yevopevoy wodepov. Just. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 167. 
Sylburg. 1593. And this war is afterward described as the 
Jewish war : éuBaddvrog rivdg abriv Néyor wepl rov Kara riv 
Tovdaiay yevopévov wodépov. Ibid. p. 175. But this then 
raging war in Judéa was doubtless the war of Adrian, which 
occurred in the year 136. Therefore, in that same year 136, 
the dialogue of Justin and Trypho must have been carried on. 


VOL. I. E 
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stand these our doctrines which appear so paradox- 
ical; or, if I fail of success, that at least in the day 
of judgment I may be trreprehensible *. 


* Kal 6 Tptdwy elxev' "OQ, dvOpwre, caddy hy reobévrac 
Hpac roig dtacKkddore vopoOerhoac, pydert -é& tpov ducdety, 
pno€ cor rotrwy Kowwrvijca trav Aéywr' Braopnpa yap wodda 
Aéyetc, roy oravpwhévra rovrov adkwwy welBey ude yeyervijoBac 
pera Mwuicéwe cal ’Aapwy, cal AeXaAnkéva abroi¢g ev artAp 
vegédne, elra AvOpwrov yevopevoy cravpwiijva, cal dvaBeBn- 
xévat elc Tov ovpavdy, Kal xadty wapayiveoOat éxi rii¢g yc, Kal 
apookuynroy elvat. 

Kayo amexpvapny’ Olda sri, &¢ 6 rov Oeod Adyoe pn, 
Kéxpurrrat ag’ tay % Lopia 4 peyaAn arn rov wotnrov ray drwy 
Kal mavroxparopoc Oeod* 616 ouprabdy iptv wpookdprveyv a&yw- 
viZopat, Swe ra wapdcota huey ravra vononre’ ei bé py, iva 
Kay avroc dOgoc wb éy Huépg xpleewc. Just. Dial. cum Tryph. 
Oper. p. 198. 

An objection has been started by Episcopius : that, although 
Justin acknowledges Christ to be God; yet he distinguishes 
him from the Creator of the world, and therefore denies that he 
was the Creator. See Bull. Judic. Eccles. Cathol. append. ad 
c. vii. § 6. 

I. Certainly Justin distinguishes Christ from the Creator of 
all things: but then it is in a passage, wherein he declares him 
to be the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. 

“Addoe yap, car’ Gov rpdxoy, Bracdynpeiy, roy Tomr)y 
rav Ghov, Kul rov tx’ abrod mpopyrevdpevoy EXevceoOar Xpieror 
kal roy Gedy "ABpadp cat "Ioadx cat laxwB, diddoxovarw. Justin. 
Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 196. 

Nor is this all: he immediately afterward employs well nigh 
thirty folio pages to demonstrate, that Christ, from time to time 
appearing in a human form, was the God worshipped by the old 
Patriarchs. Ibid. p. 197—223. 

Now 
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Then satd Trypho: Taking up your discourse 
Jrom the point where you ceased, now proceed: for st 


Now the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, or the 
God of the old Patriarchs, was undoubtedly and confessedly 
Jehovah. ; 

Hence, though Justin rightly distinguishes the Son from the 
Paternal Creator of all things, he furthermore, after the in- 
spired Apostles Paul and John, teaches us : that God the Father 
created the world turoveH Christ his Son and Word; and that 
The Father spake unto Christ, when he said, Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness. 

‘O dé Yidg éxeivov, 6 povoc Aeydpuevoc kupiwe vioc, 6 Adyor 
pO THY ToNnpaTwY Kai cuva@y Kal yevvwpevoc, dre riy dpyxny oe 
avrov wayra ixriee Kal éxdopinoe, Xproroc péy. Justin. Apol. ii. 
Oper. p. 34, 85. 

Tlothowpey &vOpwroy car’ eixdva hyerépay cai cab dpolworv. 
—AXAG rovro To rg Gyre dro rov Tlarpog wpoBAnBev yéwvnpa, 
xpo xavTuy Tey xompdrwr, cuviy rg Tarp cai rovry 6 Tarjp 
xposoprct. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 221, 222. 

II. Had these matters been duly attended to by Episcopius, 
he would have seen: that, when Justin distinguishes Chrest 
from tke Creator of all things, while at the same time he de- 
clares him to be Jehovah the God of Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob and the other old Patriarchs, he means simply to distin- 
guish him from God the Father ; whom the ancient Church 
rightly deemed, the primary Creator of the Universe, and the 
atrd0coc and the wxyyn Gedrnrocg or the alone self-originating 
fountain of deity. ; 

The doctrine, in short, of Justin and the Apostles, is: that 
The Father created all things raroven the Son. Compare 
John i. 8. Hebr. 1. 2. 

Hence, though Justin pronounces the Son to be the Jehovah 
worshipped by the old Patriarchs, he rightly and soundly dis- 
tinguishes him from the primordial Paternal Creator of the Uni- 

E 2 
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strikes me, as somewhat paradoxical and as by no 
means capable of an entire demonstration. With 
regard to what you assert, that THIS CHRIST, INAS- 
MUCH AS HE IS GOD, PREEXISTED BEFORE ALL AGES, 
and that he endured to be born a created man, and 
that he was not a mere man born from man in the 
ordinary course of nature: such an assertion seems 
to me, not only a paradox, but even a downright 
absurdity. 

To this I replied: I know, that my discourse 
seems paradoxical more especially to those of your 
race, who were never willing either to understand or 
to perform the things of God’. 

And Trypho said: You attempt to shew a matter 


verse. Had he done otherwise, he would have anticipated the 
subsequent patripassian heresy of Praxeas and Sabellius. 

Nakedly to state from Justin, that, in his judgment, Christ 
was distinct from the Creator; and, consequently, to instnuate 
the inference, that, in his judgment also, Christ, though styled 
God, 1s not truly and essentially God: thus to exhibit the doc- 
trine of Justin, is certainly to misrepresent him. 

* Kal 6 Tpigwy elxev* ’AvadaPwy oby roy Adyor Sev éxatow, 
wépave’ xapadotog rie ydp wore, cal pn duvdpevoe Swe dzo- 
dex Ojvat, doxet pol elvar’ rd yap Néyey ce xpovmdpyev Oeov 
dvra xp0 aidywy rovroy roy Xpioroy, elra xal yevynOava dy- 
Opwror yevdpevov bropeivar, Kai Gre ove AvOpwrog && dvOpwxov, 
ov povoy mapddoloy Soxei pod eivat, dda Kal pwpdy. 

Kdyw& xpo¢ ratra tony’ O18 bre mapddotog 6 Adyo¢e doxei elvat, 
kai padtora roig dxd rov yévoug ipwy, oiriveg ra rov Oeov 
obre vofjoac ovre xotijoa wore eBovrAnoOe. Justin. Dial. cum 


Tryph. Oper. p. 207. 
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incredible and well nigh impossible; that Gop EN- 
DURED TO BE BORN AND TO BECOME A MAN. 

My reply was: If I attempted to shew this by 
mere human arguments, there were no need that you 
should bear with me: but, sf I bring my proofs 
from repeated scriptural authorities, you will then 
be convicted of hardheartedness in regard to under- 
standing the mind and the will of God’. 

IV. The allegations of Trypho brought our 
evidence within thirty-six years after the death of 
St. John: the exactly concurring testimony of 
Pliny, regularly founded upon the strictness of 
legal depositions, will, in the first instance, bring 
it within three years after the death of that Apos- 
tle ; and, in the next instance, will carry it back 
even seventeen years before his death. For St. 


1 Kal 6 Tpidwr “Amorov yap kal ddivaroy oxedov mpaypa 
" émtyenpeic drodecxvivat, Sre Oede trépecve yevynOijvat kai dvOpw- 
nog yeveobat. 

Ei rovro, ipny, éx’ dvOpwreiore Guddypacw 7h extyeiphpacy 
éweBaddpuny drodexviva, dvacyéoOat pov obk Gy Ede vpac’ el 
d& ypagac Kai cig rovro sipnuévag rocavrac, xAeoraxig abrac 
éywr, dhiaw tude excyvevac abrac, oxAnpoxdpocior wpdc TO yvw- 
vat vouv Kal OéAnpa rov Geo ylveobe. Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. 
Oper. p. 228. 

So again, in another place, Trypho, directly and uncontra- 
dictedly, charges Justin with maintaining the preéxistence and 
divinity of Christ. 

Ocoyv abroy xpovrdpyxovra Néyerc’ kai, kara ryv BovAdy rod 
Oc0v, capxonoinDévra abroy Aéyetc dea rijg rapBévov yeyevvijaOae 


avOpwroy. Ibid. p. 245. 
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John died in the year 100: and, from the Bithy- 
nian Nicomedia, in the year 103, was written the 
well-known letter of Pliny to Trajan. 

Some of the Asiatic Christians, and some of 
those who had formerly been Christians, when 
called to answer at the tribunal of this philosophic 
persecutor, were induced, in an evil hour, to adore 
the images of the Emperor and the gods, and 
to renounce with imprecations their Lord and 
Saviour. 

Now, as to the doctrine and practice of the 
Church during the very early period which ex- 
tended from the year 83 to the year 103 or from 
seventeen years before the death of St. John to 
three years after his death, these unhappy men 
concurred in making the following deposition. 

They affirmed before me, says Pliny in his official 
report to Trajan, that the sum total of their fault 
or their error was this. Ona stated day, they were 
wont to assemble together before sunrise and alter- 
nately to sing among themselves a hymn to Christ as 
to God. They then bound themselves by a sacra- 
mental pledge, not indeed to the perpetration of any 
wickedness, but to abstain from theft and adultery, 
to abide by their word, and never to forfeit their 
suretyship. When this was done, thetr custom was 
to depart and afterward to meet together again for 
the purpose of harmlessly sitting down to a gene- 
ral meal. The last practice, however, they had 
wholly omitted, in pursuance of my edict: by which, 
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agreeably to your commands, I had forbidden all 
societies '. 

On this evidence, it is important to remark: 
that the persecutor does not speak from vague 
hearsay. He officially reports to the Emperor the 
depositions of the prisoners themselves, regularly 
taken down from their own mouths at a public ex- 
amination. 

Nor were the attested doctrine and practice 
merely the attested doctrine and practice of a few 
insulated individuals: they were plainly the well 
known doctrine and practice of the Catholic Church 
at large. For, on the face of the depositions, it 
appears: that, In the age of Trajan, at the very 
beginning of the second century, and therefore imme- 
diately after the death of St. John, the Catholic 
Church, in her ordinary stated assemblies and through 
the medium of her familiar appointed ritual, was 
regularly accustomed to worship Christ as God. 

Nor, again, could the attested doctrine and 


* Adfirmabant autem, hanc fuisse summam vel culpe suze 
vel erroris: quod essent soliti stato die ante lucem convenire, 
carmenque Christo quasi Deo dicere secum invicem ; seque 
sacramento non in scelus aliquod obstringere, sed ne furta, ne 
latrocinia, ne adulteria, committerent, ne fidem fallerent, ne 
depositum appellati abnegarent: quibus peractis, morem sibi 
discedendi fuisse, rursusque coéundi ad capiendum cibum, pro- 
miscuum tamen et innoxium; quod ipsum facere desisse post 
edictum meum, quo, secundum mandata tua, heterias esse 
vetueram. Plin. Epist. lib. x. epist. 97. 
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practice have suddenly and recently sprungup in 
the Church, now no longer under the controuling 
authority of St. John. That venerable servant of 
Christ had indeed been called to his reward, at the 
time when the depositions of the lapsed were taken 
before Pliny: but, as yet, we may well say, he 
was scarcely cold in his grave. If the doctrine that 
Christ is God, and if the practice of worshipping him 
as God, were unknown to and unsanctioned by 
St. John: they must have started into existence, 
and they must have thoroughly infected the 
Church, in the short space of three calendar 
years. For, so far as matter of fact is concerned, 
we find, on unexceptionable authority: that, Jm- 
mediately after the death of St. John, the worship of 
Christ as God formed a part of the regular stated 
liturgical service of the Church. And we detect 
this divine adoration, not in some remote corner 
of the world which might have been less under 
the Apostle’s superintendance, but in a province of 
Asia Minor which may justly be deemed to have 
specially appertained to his own Patriarchate. 
Nor yet is even such the whole result of the evi- 
dence now under consideration. Pliny tells the 
Emperor: that, of the persons who were brought 
before him and who all made the deposition in 
question, some professed to have abjured Christ, 
or to have ceased to be Christians, three years ; 
some, more than three years ; and some, even twenty 
years, previous to their appearance at his tribu- 
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nal’. Our evidence, therefore, now specifies, on 
the personal knowledge of the deponents: that, 
full seventeen years before the death of St. John no 
less than three years after it, the Catholic Church, 
in the Apostle’s own immediate jurisdiction, was 
liturgically accustomed to worship Christ as God’. 


1 Alii, ab indice nominati, esse se Christianos dixerunt, et 
mox negaverunt: fuisse quidem, sed desisse; quidam, ante 
triennium ; quidam, ante plures annos; non nemo etiam, ante 
viginti quoque. Plin. Epist. lib. x. epist. 97. 

2 I may here properly notice Dr. Priestley’s attempt to rid 
himself of the decisive attestation furnished by Pliny. 

It ts likenise alleged, that Pliny says: that The Christians, 
on a certain day, before it was light, met to sing a hymn to 
Christ as to God (or a god). But, as to this writer, tf he had 
been told that hymns were sung by Christians in honour of Christ, 
being himself a heathen, he would naturally imagine ; that they 
were such hymns, as had been composed in honour of the heathen 
gods who had been. men. Hist. of Early Opin. book iii. chap. 
15. sect. 1. Works, vol. vi. p. 508. 

I. The whole turn of Dr. Priestley’s statement is evidently 
such, as to leave, upon the mind of an incautious reader, an 
impression; that Pliny had merely, by pure accident, picked 
up some idle hearsay account of the liturgical worship of the 
primitive Christians; and that he had gratuitously supposed 
them to hold Christ in much the same estimation as the Pagans 
held their canonized hero-gods. 

But the real fact is: that Pliny is forwarding, to the Em- 
peror Trajan, a regular report of the depositions of certain 
christian prisoners, made before himself, at his own tribunal, in 
his quality of a magistrate : and those prisoners, as he expressly 
tells his master, DEPosED (affirmabant ), that they sang or re- 
cited alternately a hymn to Chrigt as to God. 

Verbally, 





58 THE APOSTOLICITY [Boox I. 


The strict accuracy of Pliny’s official report to 
Trajan is fully established by the joint concurring 


Verbally, then, the terms of their deposition are perfectly 
well ascertained. Hence, the only real question is: What they 
MEANT by the terms in which they made their deposition. For, 
as to what Pliny himself might fancy them to mean, that is a 
matter of the very least importance. 

II. Their deposition consisted of two parts: the Carmen 
Christo dicere secum invicem, and the Quasi Deo ; that is to say, 
Their alternate singing or reciting a hymn to Christ, and Their 
so doing it to him as to God or (according to the translation 
apparently preferred by Dr. Priestley) as to a god. 

1. The first part of their deposition was: that They alter- 
nately sang or rectted a hymn to Christ. 

Now the liturgical alternate singing or reciting a hymn to a 
person is clearly an act of adoration paid to that person: and 
Dr. Priestley allows, that the performing an act of adoration to a 
person is an acknowledgment of that person’s divinity ; for he 
devotes a whole section to prove, that Christ could not be God, 
because with the primitive Christians he was not the object of 
prayer; thus evidently allowing, that if he were the legitimate 
object of prayer, he must needs be very God. Hist. of Early 
Opin. Introd. sect. iii, What, then, becomes of this argument 
against our Lord’s divinity, when, in point of racr, we find even 
Asiatic Christians, not only three years after, but even seven- 
teen years before, the death of St. John, singing or reciting, in 
the course of their stated periodical worship (stato die), a re- 
ligious liturgical hymn to Christ? On the theory of Dr. 
Priestley, that they, all the while, deemed him a mere dead man, 
how is this to be accounted for ? 

No inference, he replies, can be safely drawn from the hymns: 
because divinity may be ascribed to persons in very different 
senses, and some of them very innocent ones, especially in the 


language of poetry. 
Doubtless, 
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testimony, both of the ancient writer against the 
Artemonian heresy, of Clement of Alexandria, 
and of Origen. 


Doubtless, there are poetical instances of a lover, more silly 
than his silly sheep, styling his mistress a goddess : and, doubt- 
less also, Virgil and Horace, in a graver strain of flattery, de- 
nominate Augustus Cesar a present god. But will Dr. Priestley, 
or any admirer of Dr. Priestley, venture to institute a sober 
parallelism, between such foolish or profane compositions on the 
one hand, and the primitive hymns solemnly and liturgically 
addressed to Christ by grave and holy men labouring under 
actual persecution on the other hand? If they will not, what are 
we to think of Dr. Priestley’s reply ? 

Clearly, then, the liturgical recitation of a hymn to Christ 
must be an act of adoration paid to Christ. And, since we are 
quite sure that the primitive believers were not idolaters, this 
act of theirs, by the argumentative confession of Dr. Priestley 
himself, amounts to a formal and direct acknowledgment, on 
their part: that Christ is very and essential God. 

2. Hence, the first part of the deposition of the prisoners 
will distinctly teach us, how we ought to understand the second 
part. 

Since their liturgical act of adoration, even if they had deposed 
to nothing more, would alone, on the reasonable assumption 
that the primitive Church during the life-time of St. John was 
not tdolatrous, have demonstrated their full belief in the proper 
godhead of Christ : it inevitably follows; that their performing 
this act of adoration to Christ guast Deo means, in their sense 
of the phrase ; that they performed it to him, not as toa god 
in the sense of a mere superstitiously canonised human hero-god 
(for, in truth, the early believers recognised no such palpable 
idolatry), but as to God in the sense of the very and essential 
Deity. 

To cut off all possibility of evasion, it may be useful to re- 

10 
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1. With respect to the testimony of the ancient 
writer alluded to, commonly supposed to be Caius 
the Roman Presbyter who flourished about the 
year 210, we are indebted for it to the ecclesi- 
astical historian Eusebius. 

At the beginning of the third century, the dis- 
ciples of Artemon ventured to assert: that Ther 
doctrine had always been the doctrine of the Church 
down to the time of Victor of Rome. 

This allegation was met, by the ancient writer 
in question, with a variety of positive evidence to 
the contrary effect : and, among other matters, he 
appeals to those liturgical hymns, which from the 
very first had been used in the public service of the 
Church, and which consequently were as familiar 
to every individual Christian as our old English 
metrical version of the Psalms is to each member 
of our own congregations.. 

How numerous, moreover, says he, are the’ hymns 
and songs of the brethren, written by the faithful from 
the beginning, which celebrate Christ the Word of 
God, ascribing to him divinity’. 

2. Such is the testimony of the ancient author 
of the Work against Artemon cited by Eusebius : 


mark in conclusion: that the prisoners deposed, not to the 
recitation of a hymn concerning Christ, but to the recitation of 
a hymn addressed to Christ. 

" Wadpoi dé Scot cal gdal ddedgwv drapyiic bxo miorév ypa- 
geioa rov Adyov rov Oo roy Xpiorov vpvovor Oeoroyowvrec. 


Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. v. c. 28. 
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and its correctness is abundantly confirmed by the 
circumstance, that one of these primitive hymns 
still actually exists, either written by Clement of 
Alexandria himself upon a model universally 
familiar to the faithful, or preserved by him from 
a period of yet more remote antiquity. 

The hymn in question is addressed to Christ : and, 
though it may not be composed in the very best 
possible taste; yet it may serve to give us a suf- 
ficiently distinct idea of the mode, in which the 
early believers were accustomed to recite among 
themselves liturgical hymns to Christ as to God. 

O thou, the bit of untamed colts, the wing of wan- 
dering birds, the true rudder of infants, the shepherd 
of the royal lambs ; gather together thy simple chil- 
dren, holily to praise, guilelessly to hymn, with tn- 
nocent mouths, Christ the leader of children. 

O King of saints, O all-subduing Word of the 
Most High Father, dispenser of wisdom, the age- 
rejoicing support of the labours of the human race, 
Saviour Jesus, shepherd, ploughman, rudder, bit, 
heavenly wing of the holy flock, fisher of the saved of 
all languages tempting them from the hostile waves 
of a sea of wickedness with the sweet bait of life: 
lead, O thou shepherd of rational sheep ; lead, O thou 
holy king of unpolluted children, after the footsteps 
of Christ ; lead, O heavenly way, O eternal Word, 
infinite age, everlasting light, fountain of mercy, 
performer of virtue, pious life of those who sing 
hymns to God, O Christ Jesus. 
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Let us infants, nourished with celestial milk and 
filled with the dewy Spirit, sing together simple 
praises, true hymns, to Christ the King, the holy 
repayment for eternal life. 

Let us sing together, let us sing with simplicity, 
the mighty child. 

Let us, the choir of peace, the children of Christ, 
a wise people, jointly celebrate the God of peace’. 


1 Sropiow rwrAwy adawy, Urepdy dprlOwy adnrdravev, Olak vn- 
wiwy arpexnc, Houuny dpyoy Cacthxiy, Tove aove doedeic Hai- 
dag Gyepoy, Aivety dyiws, '‘Ypveiv ddddwe, ’Axaxotg ordpacry, 
Tlaidwy iyhropa Xptordy. Baowed ayiwy, Adye rayvdapcrop 
larpoc tiorov, Zodiac mpiram, Urhprypa wévwv Alwvoyxapec, 
Booréac yevedc Lérep ‘Iyood, Lloepuv, dpordp, Olat, ordpuor, 
Ilrepov obpanoy, Tavayotc wolpyns, ‘AAcev pepdrwy Tov owlo- 
pévwr, Tedayou xaxiag "Ix Ov¢ &yvovcg Koparog éx pot, TAvucepy - 
Gog Sedealor" ‘Hyov, tpoBarwy Aoyay woiphy’ ‘Avie, iyyou, 
Baowed raldwy avexagwr, “Iyvia Xpiorov. ‘Oddg obpavla, Ad- 
yoo dévaoc, Alwy dmXeroc, Pic didwy, "EXéove mwny?), ‘Pexrip 
dperijc’ Zeuv) Bror) Ocdy spvovrvrwv, Xproré Inco’. Tada 
obpavoy Macraév yducepov Nopugne xapirwy, Lodlag rite cfs 
&xOdBdpevor, Oi ynmwiaxow ‘Aradoic orépactw ’ArtradAdpevor, 
‘Ondrjjc Aoyexfic Uvebpare dpocepp "EuxcwrAapevor, Aivove ageXeic, 
"Ypvove arpexeic, Baothet Xptorg, MioOove dolove Zwic dida- 
xiic, MéArwper spot, MéArwpev aadac, Iaida cparepdy. Xopoe 
eiphyns, Oi xptordéyovor, Aadc cudpwrv, Yddwpey spov Ocoy 
eionync. Hymn.ad calc. Clem. Alex. Psedag. lib. iii. Oper. 
p- 266, 267, 268. Colon. 1688. 

The peculiarity of this hymn is the profuse accumulation of 
titles and epithets upon Christ the object of worship. Hence 
Ithink it not unlikely, that it is the precise Hymn of many 
names referred to by the scoffing pagan author of the Philopatris. 
Thy ebyny dro Tlarpoc dptapevoc, cal ry wodkvevepor gdny eic 
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3. Liturgical hymns of the precise character of 
those, which the lapsed described upon evidence 
to Pliny, which are appealed to with much parti- 
cularity by the old writer cited in Eusebius, and of 
which a specimen has actually come down to us 
from Clement of Alexandria, still, as we learn from 
Origen, continued to be used by the faithful in the 
middle of the third century. 

In point of character, they were hymns, ad- 
dressed conjointly to God the Father and to God 
the Word his only-begotten Son: and the plural 
form, in which he mentions their use, sufficiently 
_ proves; that they were no mere private unau- 
thorised compositions, but that they were part and 
parcel of the regular public service of the entire 
Church Catholic. 

We recite hymns, says he, to the alone God who 
1s over all, and to his only-begotten Son God the 
Word: and thus we hymn God and his only- 
begotten’. 


réXog éxBelc. Philopatr. in Oper. Lucian. vol. iii. Probably ” 
he was struck with the resemblance of its plan to that of the 

old Orphic Hymns, which similayly accumulate epithet upon 

epithet and title upon title. 

1"Ypvouc yap ele pévoy roy émi waor Néyouey Oedy kai rov 
povoyery abrov Gedy Adyor* cat tpvotpéy ye Ody Kal ror 
povoyevi atrov. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. vill. p. 422. 

Nothing more completely shews the true character and pur- 
port of these hymns to Christ as God, than the circumstance : 
that Paul of Samosata, who denied the divinity of our Lord, 
caused them, on the idle and readily confuted plea of novelty, 
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to be removed from the churches under his controul. ‘Yadove 
dé roug pey cic Tov KUptov fay "Inooty Xpioroy maveac, we oy 
vewrépovg kal vewrépwy dvdpayv ovyypdppara. Epist. Patr. 
Antioch. apud Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. vii. c. 30. Very pos- 
sibly, the hymns discarded by Paul on the plea of novelty, 
might be new in one sense, though old in another. They might 
have been recent compositions themselves, though as every 
individual well knew, constructed on the same plan, and teach- 
ing the same doctrine, as the more ancient hymns. Had they 
contained any doctrinal innovation, a reference to the older 
hymns would have immediately detected it. 


CHAPTER IV. 


RESPECTING THE TESTIMONY, AFFORDED, TO THE FACT 
OF THE POSITIVE ANTIQUITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF 
CHRIST'S ESSENTIAL DIVINITY, BY THE ADORATION 
WHICH HE INVARIABLY RECEIVED FROM THE EARLY 
CHRISTIANS. 


Tue notion of Essential Divinity, and the notion of 
Divine Worship, are reciprocal and correlative. 

If the early Christians believed Christ to be very 
God, they would adore him with divine worship : 
and, if they adored him with divine worship, they 
must have believed him to be very God. 

Such divine worship, on the supposition of its 
having been paid, would, I think, be irreconcileable 
with any modification of the Arian system, save at 
. the expence of making the early Christians gross 
and direct idolaters. 

However, on that System, we may elevate 
Christ, as a being far superior to the whole angelic 
host, and as the operative agent through whom 
God created the world: yet, if, after all our 
grandiloquence, he himself were strictly a mere 

VOL. I. F 
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creature, he would, in that case, be still to God 
immeasureably inferior, while to man he would 
only be measureably superior. For his relation 
to God would be that of finite to infinite: while 
his relation to man could only be that of finite 
to finite. 

Now the payment of strict and proper divine 
worship to any creature whatsoever, highly as that 
creature may be exalted in nature and in office 
above all other creatures, is doubtless an act of 
idolatry. | | : 

Nor can the unintelligible distinction of the 
Arian School, that Zhe Son is a creature though 
not as the creature’, afford any legitimate escape 
from the express determination of God himself: 
Iam Jehovah ; that ts my name, and my glory will 
I not give to another ’. 

If, therefore, the early believers adored Christ 
under any other aspect than that of very and 
eternal and uncreated God, we shall, on scriptural 
principles at least, be compelled to admit: that, 
what has hitherto been always deemed the purest 
age of the Church, was, in effect, polluted with 
rank idolatry. 

On this point, the reasoning of Dr. Priestley is 
altogether unexceptionable. . 

Christ, he asserts, was NEVER, with the early 


* Kriopa, 4d’ oby we 76 Kriopa. 
* Isaiah xiii. 8. 


—_— 
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Christians, an object of prayer. THEREFORE, he 
argues, the early Christians could not have be- 
heved as to be God *. : | 


* I subjoin Dr. Priestley’s own statement of his argument, 
hoping, that the cautious inquirer will carefully bear in memory 
the alleged vact upon which it is avowedly founded. 

Supposing the second person in the Trinity to be our inde- 
pendent maker and governor and final judge, the propriety of 
praying to him ts so obvious, that no consideration whatever 
could have prevented the practice, if such had been the real belief 
of the Christian World from the beginning. That Christians 
did nor do so at first, but prayed habitually to the Father ony, 
is, therefore, mith me, almost a demonstration, that they did not 
consider Christ in that light. Whatever they might think of him, 
they did not regard him as a proper object of worship, and con- 
sequently Not as possessed of the attributes which are proper to 
constitute him one, and therefore not as truly God. The per- 
suasion, that he was tRuLY God and that God on whom me im- 
mediately depend, would unavowwaBLy have drawn after tt the 
habitual practice of praying to him.— 

This argument [ recommend to the sertous consideration of all 
Trinttarians : as tt ts with me a sufficient proof, that originally 
Christ was not considered as a proper object of worship by 
Christians ; and, consequently, NEITHER as God, NoR as the 
maker and governor of the world under God. Hist. of Early 
Opin. Introd. sect. iii. Works vol. vi. p. 30, $1. 

I quite agree with Dr. Priestley, in recommending, to the 
serious attention of all Trinitarians, the preceding argument 
and the asserted ract upon which it reposes: and I would yet 
further extend the recommendation to all Antitrinitarians. 

What Dr. Priestley means, by starting, in the form ofa sup- 
position, the dogma, that The second person in the Trinity is 
our INDEPENDENT maker and governor and final judge : I pre- 
tend not to determine. If he would thus intimate, that J’rinz- 


F2 
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Such is the argument of Dr. Priestley. But, by 
the very nature of its construction, he thence 
plainly and inevitably allows: that the early 
Christians must have believed Christ to be God, 
IF, with them, Christ had been an object of 
prayer. 

In the present argument, the soundness of Dr. 
Priestley’s conclusion will readily be admitted. 
But, whether the premises, whence he deduces his 
conclusion, be equally incontrovertible, is purely a 
question of ract: a question, therefore, which, 
like any other similar historical question, must be 
determined by competent evidence. _ 

Dr. Priestley, we see, professedly deduces his 
conclusion from the alleged racr: that The early 
Christians, Not regarding Christ as a proper ob- 
ject of worship, NEVER invoked him with divine ador- 
ation. — | 

Hence, even by himself, the whole matter is 
brought to a mere question of Fact: and hence, 
with his own free consent, I have simply to inquire, 
Whether Dr. Priestley’s allegation 1s contradicted 
or supported by historical testimony ; in other words, 
I have simply to inquire, Whether the early Christ- 
tans did or did not worship Christ. 

I. About the year 310, or almost immediately 


tartans hold the Son's absolute InDEPENDENCE upon the Paternal 
Fountain of Deity (as the ancients speak): he shews himself 
lamentably ignorant of the very question which he professes 
to discuss. Trinitarians fully assent to John v. 19. 
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before the session of the first Nicene Council, 
flourished the eloquent Lactantius. 

I now, says he, come to the passion of Christ. 
This 1s wont to be opprobriously objected to us, on 
the ground : that WE WORSHIP ONE, WHO WAS A MAN 
HIMSELF, AND WHO BY MEN WAS IGNOMINIOUSLY 
PUNISHED AND TORTURED.— He, however, the supreme 
and singular God, cannot be worshipped, except 
through his Son. The man who thinks that he 
worships the Father alone, inasmuch as he does not 
worship the Son, thence neither worships the Father. 
But THE MAN, WHO RECEIVES THE SON AND WHO BEARS 
HIS NAME: THAT MAN, TOGETHER WITH THE SON, 
WORSHIPS THE FATHER ALSO *. 

II. Arnobius was somewhat earlier than Lac- 
tantius : and we may state him as living about the 
year 303. 

Since Christ, says he, 1s God in reality and with- 
out the slightest ambiguity of doubt : do you imagine 
we shall ever deny, that HE IS WORSHIPPED BY US IN 
THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE DEGREE? Some one, maddened 
and enraged, will say: What then, is that Christ, 


? Venio nunc ad ipsam passionem: que velut opprobrium 
nobis objectari solet, quod et hominem, et ab hominibus insigni 
_ supplicio affectum et excruciatum, colamus.—Non potest igitur 
ille summus ac singularis Deus, nisi per Filium, coli. Quisolum 
Patrem se colere putat ; sicut Filium non colit, ita ne Patrem 
quidem. Qui autem Filium suscipit, et nomen ejus gerit: is: 
vero, cum Filio, simul et Patrem colit. Lactant. Instit. lib. iv. 
§ 16, 29. p. 400, 447. Lugd. Batav. 1660. 
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God? Yes, we answer: he is God, and God of the 
very inner potency '. 

The language of Arnobiia: running as it doaat in 
the plural form, clearly imports: that the whole 
collective body of Christians in his time, on the 
specific ground of their holding Christ to be strictly 
and essentially God, a him with the 
highest divine adoration. a 

, II. Accordingly, that such was the fnaversal 
faith and practice of the entire Church Catholic 
of this period, may be yet. further learned from a 
circumstance which occurred during. the fury of 
the persecution carried on by Diocletian. 

In Phrygia, says the historian Eusebius, .an en- 
tire city of Christians, together with its inhabitants, 
was surrounded by the soldiers. For the destruction 
of these devoted men, the agency of fire was employed: 
and, with their wes and children, they perished in 
the flames, LOUDLY CALLING UPON CHRIST THE GOD 
OVER ALL ’. 


1 Cum vero Deus sit re certa et sine ullius rei dubitationis 
ambiguo, inficiaturos arbitramini nos esse, quam maxime illum 
a nobis coli et preesidem nostri corporis nuncupari? - Ergone, 
inquiet aliquis, furens, iratus, et percitus, Deus tlle est. Christus ? 
Deus, respondebimus, et interiorum potentiarum Deus. Arnob. 
adv. gent. lib. 1. p. 24. 

9"Hon yoty SAny Xptorcavay won neonis ras dpen fag. je 
Dovylay év Kixry weptPaddvrec SrKiray, rip re vGaparrecy 
' garégrckary abrove, ya yvnyrloe «al yvyad, rox eri mavtey 
Gedy Xprordy ériBowpévove. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. viii. c. 11, 

Some 
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IV. In the year 260, flourished Dionysius of 
Alexandria. During his time, Paul of Samosata 
asserted Christ to be a mere man, and thence 
consistently denied that he was to be worshipped 
with divine adoration. . Respecting this his opinion, 
Dionysius addressed to him a letter: in which he 
charged him with notoriously running counter to 
the invariable judgment and constant practice of 
the entire Church Catholic. 

How say you: that Christ ts merely an eminent 
man, and that he 1s not THE TRUE GOD WHO IS TO BE 


Some have conjectured, that, in this passage, the conjunction 
kat ought to be inserted between Oedw and Xprordy: others, 
that the word Xproroyr is an interpolation. 

Each conjecture is built on the principle, that the words of 
the invocation are those not of the Phrygian martyrs but of the 
historian himself, and that such phraseology accords not with 
the ordinary phraseology of Eusebius. 

I cannot but deem such criticism not a little arbitrary. 
Without a shadow of proof, it is first assumed, that the words 
of the invocation are the words of Eusebius, and that they are 
not (as they naturally purport to be) the honestly recorded 
words of the martyrs themselves : and, upon this perfectly gra- 
tuitous assumption, it is next asserted, without a shadow of evi- 
dence, -that the passage has been corrupted. Truly, we shall 
make quick work with an ancient author, if such liberties be 
warrantable. 

With respect to Eusebius himself, the subject of this criticism, 
he employs a nearly similar expression in describing the conduct 
of Porphyrius at his martyrdom. He says of him, that he suf- 
fered, roy Yiov rov Oeod "Inoovy BonOoy éxtBowpevoc. Euseb. 
de Martyr. Palzest. c. xi. p. 277. Paris. 1678. 

10 
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WORSHIPPED ABOVE THE WHOLE CREATION CONJOINTLY 
WITH THE FATHER AND THE HOLY GHOST; him I 
mean, who became incarnate from Mary the holy 
virgin and mother of God ?—For, on our account, 
he submitted to be born of woman. Whence also; 
for our sake, having emptied himself, he submitted to 
suffering : and, though he humbled himself to death 
even the death of the cross, yet with God he ts 
equal’. 

We may remark : that the worship of Christ is 
here fixed upon its only legitimate basis, the cir- 
cumstance of his essential divinity. 

V. Contemporaneously with Dionysius flourished 
the Latin Father Novatian : for he lived about the 
year 254. 

This writer argues, that Christ cannot but be 
God: and he rests his argument upon the fact of 
Christ’s omnipresence, as involved in the then 
familiar circumstance of his universally receiving 
religious invocation. : 

If Christ were only a man: how, WHEN INVO- 
CATED, 78 he every where present 2? For omnipresence 


* Tlwc ov Aéyetc, AvOpwror xareéalperoy rov Xprordy, Kai ov 
cov Gvra ddnOivov, Kal wpooxvvovpevoy mapa waone xricewc 
ovy Ilarpi cat ‘Ayiy Ivebpart, rov capxw6évra éx ric dylac 
wap0évov Kai Oeordxov Mapiac;—Av jac yap xaredébaro ye- 
véoOat éx yuvakdc’ 6Oev kal ro wa0oc brép iydy Karedétaro, 
Kevwoac savrév’ xal, ramevwoacg Ewe Oavadrov, Oavarov dé 
eravpov, loa Oeot txdpye. Dionys. Alex. Epist. adv. Paul. 
Samosat. Oper. p. 210, 211. Rom. 1796. 
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ts the nature, not of man, but of God. IF cHRIsT 
WERE ONLY A MAN: WHY, IN OUR PRAYERS, IS A MAN 
INVOCATED AS OUR MEDIATOR? Since, to afford us 
salvation, the invocation of a mere man may well be 
deemed inefficacious '. 

VI. To the same age belonged Cyprian: for 
we may place him about the year 250. His testi- 
mony to the racr of Christ being universally 
invocated perfectly agrees with that of the wit- 
nesses already adduced. 

God the Father commanded: that 418 OWN SON 
SHOULD BE ADORED. The Apostle Paul, therefore, 
mindful of the divine precept, determines and says: 
God hath highly exalted him: and hath given him 
a name which 1s above every name ; that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and of things in earth, and of things under the earth. 
In the Apocalypse, also, the angel resists John when 
wishing to adore him, and says: See thou do it not ; 
for I am thy on and of thy is ' 
ADORE THE LORD JESUS * 


? Si homo tantummodo Christus, quomodo adest ubique in- 
vocatus ; cum hec hominis natura non sit, sed Dei, ut adesse 
omni loco possit ? Si homo tantummodo Christus, cur homo in 
orationibus mediator invocatur; cum invocatio hominis ad pree- 
standam salutem inefficax judicetur ? Novat. de Trin. in Oper. 
Tertull. p. 610. 

2 Pater Deus preecepit Filium suum adorari: et Apostolus 
Paulus, divini preecepti memor, ponit et dicit: Deus exaltavit 
eum, et donavit ill nomen quod est super omne nomen; ut in 
nomine Jesu omne genu flectatur, coelestium, terrestrium, et infer- 
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. The brethren who are in chains, and the presbyters, 
and the whole Church which with the greatest anxiety 
watches for ALL WHO INVOCATE THE NAME OF THE 
LORD, salute you’. 

If Christ laboured and watched and prayed for us 
and for our sins: how much more ought we to be 
urgent in our supplcations. How MUCH MORE 
OUGHT WE FIRST TO PRAY AND TO BESEECH THE LORD 


-HIMSELF, and then through him to satisfy God.the 


Father. We have an advocate and a deprecator for 

our sins, even Jesus Christ our Lord and our God’. 
By how much the greater anxiety we felt for those 

confessors, who through craft were circumvented, and 


norum: et, in Apocalypsi, angelus Johanni volenti adorare se 
resistit et dicit: Vide ne feceris, quia conservus tuus sum et fra- 
trum tuorum ; Jesum Dominum adora. Cyprian. de bon. patient. 
Oper. vol. i. p. 220. Oxon. 1682. 

Cyprian seems to have read r@ xupigi mpocxtynooy, and by 
rp kxuply to have understood Christ. This peculiar mode of 
quotation, however, I am no way concerned with : for my object 
is simply to bring evidence to the fact, that the early Christians 
of the three first centuries habitually worshipped Christ as God. 

* Salutant vos fratres qui sunt in vinculis, et presbyteri, et 
tota Ecclesia, quee et ipsa cum summa sollicitudine excubat pro 
omnibus qui invocant nomen Domini. Cyprian. Epist. viii. Oper. 
vol. ii. p. 18. 

* Quod si pro nobis ac pro delictis nostris ille et laborabat 
et vigilabat et precabatur, quanto nos magis insistere precibus 
et orare, et primo ipsum Dominum rogare, tum deinde per 
ipsum Deo Patri satisfacere debemus. Habemus advocatum 
et deprecatorem pro peccatis nostris Jesum Christum Dominum 
et Deum nostrum. Cyprian. Epist. xi. Oper. vol. i. p. 25. 


CHAP. IV. | OF TRINITARIANISM. 15 


who were well nigh deceived and alienated from the 
Church: with so ‘much the greater joy were we 
affected, and with so much the more devotion DID WE 
OFFER UP THANKSGIVINGS TO THE OMNIPOTENT GOD 
AND TO CHRIST OUR LORD, when, perceiving their 
error, they freely teturned to the Church whence they 
had. departed.— These ‘matters, therefore, dearest 
brother, we transmitted to thee in writing: that; 
without. any delay, as if present in that Convocation 
of the Clergy .and: in-that Assembly of the People, 
THOU WOULDEST OFFER UP THANKSGIVINGS TO THE 
OMNIPOTENT GOD AND TO CHRIST OUR LORD '. 

- We profess, dearest brother > that WE BOTH HAVE 
OFFERED UP AND DO OFFER: UP, WITHOUT CEASING, 
THE GREATEST THANKSGIVINGS TO GOD THE FATHER 
ALMIGHTY AND TO HIS CHRIST OUR LORD AND GOD AND 
saviour, that the Church ts thus divinely protected *. 


<eies . r 


? Qnantam sollicitudinem et anxietatem sustinuimus de iis 
confessoribus, qui, dolo et malitia hominis callidi et veteratoris, 
fuerant circumventi, et pene decepti, et ab Ecclesia alienati ; 
tanta letitia adfecti sumus, et Deo Omnipotenti et Christo Do- 
mino nostro gratias egimus, cum ii, cognito suo errore, et intel- 
lecta hominis maligni velut serpentis astutia venenata, ad 
Ecclesiam, unde exierant, sicut ipsi ex suo corde profitentur, 
simplici voluntate venerunt.—Hec igitur, frater carissime, 
eadem hora, eodem momento, ad te scripta transmisimus ;— 
ut, nulla procrastinatione habita, velut preesens in isto Clero et 
in isto Populi coetu, Deo Omnipotenti et Christo Domino nostro 
gratias ageres. Cyprian. Epist. xlix. Oper. vol. ii. p. 92, 93. 

? Et egisse nos et agere, frater carissime, maximas gratias, 
sine cessatione, profitemur, Deo Patri Omnipotenti et Christo 


-——. 
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VII. Let us next hear the testimony of Origen, 
who flourished about the year 240. 

WE WORSHIP ONE GOD, THE FATHER AND THE SON.— 
Nor do we adore, with too excessive a degree of 
worship, a person who appeared but the other day, 
as if he had previously existed not. For we believe 
him, when he said; Before Abraham was, Iam: 
and when he said; I am the Truth. Inasmuch as 
no person among us ts such a besotted slave, as to 
imagine : that the substance of the Truth existed not 
before the times of the bodily coming of Christ. 
WE WORSHIP, THEREFORE, THE FATHER OF THE TRUTH 
AND THE SON THE TRUTH, being two in point of per- 
son, but being one in consent and agreement and 
idenitty of will. So that he, who has seen the Son 
(since the Son is the brightness from the glory and 
the very impress of the substance of God), has seen 
God in him who is the image of God.—TuE onE 
GOD, AND HIS ONE SON AND WORD AND IMAGE, WE 
WORSHIP WITH PRAYERS AND HONOURS ACCORDING TO 
OUR POWER; offering up our supplications to the 
God of all things through his only-begotten Son: 
TO WHOM, INDEED, WE ADDRESS THEM FIRST; beseech- 
ing him, inasmuch as he is the propitiation for our 
sins, to offer, as our High-Priest, both our prayers 
and our sacrifices and our intercessions to him who is 
God over all’. 


ejus Domino et Deo nostro Salvatori, quod sic Ecclesia divinitus 
protegatur. Cyprian. Epist. I. Oper. vol. ii. p. 94. 
' 1 "Eva oby Oeov, we drodedwxaper, rov Warépa xal roy Yior, 
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We must pray to the alone God who is over all: 
and WE MUST PRAY TO THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN, EVEN TO 
HIM WHO WAS BORN BEFORE THE WHOLE CREATION, 
THE WORD OF GOD". 
VIII. Exactly the same testimony is borne by 
Tertullian, who lived about the year 200. 
_ The kingdom and the name of Christ are every 

where extended. Every where he ts believed on. 
By ALL THE ABOVE SPECIFIED NATIONS HE IS WOR- 
SHIPPED. Every where he reigns. EVERY WHERE 


Ocpaxevopev.—Kai ob rov Evayydc ye pavévra, we mpérepoy ovK 
Gyra, iwepOpnoxevouev’ aire yap weOdueOa rep elxdyrt, Iply 
"ABpaap yevéoOar, éyw cipe’ cal éyorrt, '"Eyw cipe y ArAGBEa’ 
kal oby obrw ric hwy Eorw dvdpaxodoyv, we oterOar dre fy rifc 
dAnGelac ovola pd rev xpévwy ric rou Xprerov exipaveiag obx 
qv. Opnoxevopev ody rov Ilarépa rij¢ dAnOelac, cal rov Yidv 
tiv adjOaar, Gvra dio Ty Yxocrace wpaypara, Ey dé rH dpovolg 
kal ry oupdwrig Kal ry ravrdrnre row BovAhparoc’ dc Tov ewpa- 
xéra Tov Yioy (6»ra dravyacpa rijc ddinc, cat yapaxrijpa rijc 
UrooTacews Tov Oeov) Ewpaxévat év abr@, Svre eixdve rov Ceo, 
rov Oedv.—Tov Eva Gedy, kal rov Eva Yioy abrov cat Acyor 
xat Eixéva, raic xara ro duvarov fpiv ixeoiatc xal dhwoeor c€é- 
Bopey, rpoodyorrec rp Oeg rv wy rac ebyac 61a Tov povo- 
yevouc abrov® @ xpirov mpoodépopey abrac, dtwodvrec abroy, 
iaopcy Syra rev dpaprioy hpdy, mpocayayeiv, we apxuepéa, 
kai ebyac cal rac @Ovolac cai rac évreviere Huddy rp ext waar 
Ozg. Orig. cont. Cels. lib, viii. p. 386. 

* Mévy yap mpocevxréov rp éxl maor Oep* xal mpocevxréoy 
YE TP povoyevel kal rpwrordky raong Kricewc, Adyy Geo. Orig. 
cont. Cels. lib. viii. p. 395. I have already cited another 
passage to the same effect from Ibid. p. 422. See above, 
book i. chap. 3. §1v. 3 
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HE 18 ADORED. Among all he ts equally distributed. 
With him, a king has no especial favour: to him, an 
imperious barbarian is no matter of exultation: In 
his eyes, personal dignity and high nobility of birth 
possess no peculiar merit. To all, he is equal: to 
all, he is their King: to all, he is their Judge: toall, 
he is their God and their Lord’. 

Finally, with respect to the expression An Eternal 
Throne, such an expression agrees better with Christ 
the Son of God, than with Solomon a temporal king 
who reigned only over Israel, For, at THIS DAY, 
NATIONS, WHICH ONCE KNEW HIM NOT, INVOCATE 
CHRIST: and, at this day, tribes flee for refuge to 
Christ, of whom formerly they were ignorant’. 

IX. We now come to the evidence of Clement 
of Alexandria, who flourished about the year 194, 


' Christi autem regnum et nomen ubique porrigitur. Ubique 
creditur : ab omnibus gentibus supra enumeratis colitur : ubique 
regnat: ubique adoratur: omnibus ubique tribuitur eequaliter : 
non regis apud illum major gratia: non barbari alicujus imper- 
iosi leetitia: non dignitatum aut natalium cujusquam discreta 
merita: omnibus, squalis; omnibus, rex; omnibus, judex ; 
omnibus, Deus et Dominus est. Tertull. adv. Jud. Oper. 
p. 126. See also Tertull. Apol. adv. Gent. Oper. p. 848. 

* Denique et Thronus in evum magis Christo Dei Filio com- 
petit, quam Salamoni temporali scilicet regi qui soli Israel 
regnavit. Christum enim hodie invocant nationes, quae eum 
non sciebant: et populi hodie ad Christum confugiunt, quem 
retro ignorabant. Tertull. adv. Jud. Oper. p. 142. Nearly 
the same passage occurs algo in Tertull. adv. Marcion. lib. iii. 
§ 14. Oper. p. 210, 211. 
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and who claims to have. personally received the 
apostolic seed of his doctrine and practice from 
those holy men who had themselves been in- 
structed by Peter and James and John and Paul’. 

- Bekeve, O man, him, who is at once both man and 
God: believe, O man, him, who suffered, and wo 
YET AS THE LIVING GOD IS WORSHIPPED’. 

For the Lord perfected not, in a short time, 80 
great a work, without the diwine providence: im 
appearance, despicable ; IN FACT, WORSHIPPED; the 
purifier, and the saviour, and the benignant ; the 
divine Word, who ts truly God most manifest, who 
«3 equalled to the Lord of all things, because he was 
his Son, and the Word was in God’*. 

As for what remains in such a panegyric of the 
Word, T0 THE WORD LET US THUS OFFER UP OUR 
PRAYERS. | 

* Of pév rv ddnO¥ ric paxapiac owlovrec S3acxadlac rapd- 
Soo, evOue dao Tlérpov re xat laxw(3ov, "Iwayvov re xa Iav- 
Aov, rwr dylwy dxocrd\wy, xaic wand mwarpdc éxdexdpevoc’ 
ONiyot 6é of warpdoty Spout’ Hoyo avy Oep Kal ele hudc ra 
apoyoreka éxeiva Kal drooroAKa karabnodpevat oxéppara. Clem. 
Alex. Strom. lib. i. Oper. p. 274, 275. Colon. 1688. 

* Illcrevoor, dvOpwre, dvOpwry xai Oeg: xicrevoor, dvOpwre, 
re waOdvrt, cal xpooxvvoupévy Oeg Lwyre. Clem. Admon. ad 
Gent. Oper. p. 66. 

> Ob yap Gy otrug év di yy xpdvy Tocotrov Epyov, &vev Beiac 
xndeporviac, ethvvcey 5 Kupwoc, dec caradpovoipevoc, Epy@ 
xpooxvvoupevoc, 6 KaOdpowc Kal owrhptoc Kal petrixioc, 6 Oeioc 
Aédyos, 6 pavepwraroc Svrwe Bede, 6 ry Seoxéry roy Sroy éke- 
owbeicg? Sri hy vidc abrov, cal 6 Adyoc hy év re Oeg. Clem. 
Admon. ad Gent. Oper. p. 68. 
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O thou, the instructor, be propitious to thy chil- 
dren: FATHER, CHARIOTEER OF ISRAEL, SON AND 
FATHER, BOTH ONE, O LORD! Grant unto us, who 
follow thy commandments, to accomplish the Likeness 
of thy image, and to apprehend, according to our 
strength, the good God and the clement Judge: and 
grant unwersally, that, when, in tranquil agreement 
with the Holy Spirit, we shall wavelessly have sailed 
over the flood of sin, we, living in thy peace, may be 
translated to thy city. BY NIGHT, BY DAY, EVEN TO 
THE PERFECT DAY, LET US OFFER PRAISE AND THANKS- 
GIVING, TO THE INEFFABLE WISDOM, TO THE ALONE 
FATHER AND SON, TO THE SON AND THE FATHER, TO 
THE SON THE INSTRUCTOR AND TEACHER, AND TOGE- 
THER ALSO WITH THEM TO THE HOLY GHosT. All 
things are to the One: in whom are all things: on 
account of whom, all things are one: on account of 
whom, ts eternity : whose members we all are: whose 
are the glory, the worlds. To the Good are all 
things : to the Excellent are all things : to the Wise 
are all things: to the Just are all things. To 
whom be glory, both now and for ever. Amen’. 


1 "“Owep péy Noro Ext rovatry mavnyipe row Adyou, rg Adyg 
npooceviapeta, 

"INGA roic aoig, mavdaywyt, racdlotc, Tarep, hvioxe Iepannr, 
Yié xa) Tlarép, Evy &ugw, Kupee. Ade dé fyiv, roicg coic éxopé- 
voc TapayyéApac, TO Opolwua mAnpwoat rij¢ eixdvoc, aloba- 
veoOal re, Kara xpdroc, dyaQov rov Ocov xptrov re pr) miKpou' 
kal xapacye &ravra abrdc, év cipqvy ty on wodtrevopevouc, Er 


TH ON prerartBepévoug mwoXet, dkupdyru¢ rij¢ Gpapriac roy kAU- 
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X. From the testimony of Clement, let us as- 
cend to that of Melito of Sardis, who flourished 
about the year 170. 

We are worshippers, not of stones which possess 
no sensation, but of the only God who is before all 
things and above all things. And WE ARE WORSHIP- 
PERS LIKEWISE OF HIS CHRIST, TRULY, BEFORE THE 
WORLDS, GOD THE WORD’. 

XI. I shall next, in the regular order of retro- 
gressive chronology, cite a competent pagan wit- 
ness to the naked racr: that The adoration of 
Christ was the uniform practice of the early Church. 

Lucian of Samosata is commonly thought to 
have been born in the year 90 and to have died in 
the year 180. Hence, at the lowest computation, 
we may view him -as flourishing about the year 
150 or about the middle of the second century. 


dwva diardevoavrac, yadyviwyrac ayig ouppépecOar Hvedpart. 
Logig ry dvexppadory, vixrwp, peO’ Hpépay, elc ry redelay 
Repay, ebyapiorovyrac aiveiv, aivovyrag evyapioreiy, Te povye 
Tlarpi cai Yig, Yig cai Iarpt, radaywyg cal ddacxdry Yig, 
ovuy kal rg ‘Ayly Lvebpare’ xavra re evi? ty gra adyra’ oe 
Si Tu were Ey° Oc by 70 del ov pédn wavrec’ ov dvka, alwvec* 
xdvra tg dyad, xdvra rg Kady, Tavra TP cody, TE duxaly 
Ta mdvra’ @ h doka Kal viv Kal ele rove aiwvac. ’Aphy. Clem. 
Peedag. lib. iii. c. 12. Oper. p. 266. 

1 Oix éopev AiOwy oddeplay aleOnov éxévrwv Oeparevral, 
GAAG pévov Geod tov wp0 wavrwy Kal éxl mdvrwy' Kal Ere row 
Xptorov avrov, Svrwe cov Adyou rpo alwywy, topper Opnoxevral. 
Melit. Apol. in Chron. Pasch. ad A. D. 164, 165. apud Routh. 
Relig. Sacr. vol. i. p. 112. 
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This man resided, for a considerable time, at 
Antioch: where a flourishing Church had been 
planted by the Apostles themselves, and where the 
disciples of our Lord were first called Christians. 

He may be considered, therefore, as an im- 
portant witness, because a concurring and uncon- - 
tradicted witness, to the doctrine and to the prac- 
tice of the primitive believers his contemporaries 
and fellow-citizens. 

CHRISTIANS STILL WORSHIP THAT GREAT MAN, WHO 
WAS CRUCIFIED IN PALESTINE; because he introduced 
into life these new mysteries.—For this first law- 
giver of theirs persuaded them: that, when they 
should once have rejected the gods of Greece, and 
Should have agreed TO WORSHIP THEIR CRUCIFIEQ 
SOPHIST, and should have undertaken to live accord- 
ing to his laws, they would all become brethren to 
each other’. 

The testimony of Lucian, we may observe, 
vouches for the ecclesiastical practice, not only of 
the middle of the second century, but likewise of a 
period yet more early. Speaking of his own times, 
this writer attests: that Christians, renouncing the 


1 Tov péyay your éxeivoy ere cfBovory dvOpwrov, rov ev rq 
Tlaratorivy dvaccodomoGévra, Ore katvy ravrny redernv eloh- 
yayev éc rov Blov.—Ermera 6& 6 vopobérne 6 xpwrocg Exeoev 
avrovc, we ddedgol rdvrec elev dAAhAwY* Ereday, Gxak wapa- 
Bdvrec, Beove pév rodcg-"EXAnvexove draprhawyrat, roy O& dvec- 
Kodo Lopévoy ékeivoy cogioriy abray mpooxuywo., Kal Kara TOC 
éxelvov vépoug Biwor. Lucian. de mort. Peregrin. Oper. vol. iii. 
p. 833, 334, 337, 388. Reitz. Amstel. 1743. 
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adoration of the gentile gods, st#// worshipped him 
that was crucified. - Now the word séz//, when thus 
employed, evidently imports: that Christians con- 
tinued then to do, what they were well known to 
have always done. 

XII. With this testimony of Lucian, the dying 
prayer of the venerable Polycarp, and the lan- 
guage of the Church of Smyrna in communicating 
the particulars of his martyrdom, will be found 
exactly to correspond: a circumstance, which, as 
Polycarp sealed the truth with his blood in the 
year 147, shews, that, in respect at least to the 
adoration of Christ, Lucian did not misrepresent 
the primitive Christians '. 

’ I follow Bishop Pearson in assigning the year 147, as the 
date of Polycarp’s martyrdom. It strikes me, as being much 
more probable, than any one of the several years 166 or 167 
or 169 or 175, which have been variously selected by Tillemont 
and Basnage and Usher and Petit and other writers. 

If Polycarp were appointed Bishop of Smyrna by the Apostles, 
a fact asserted by his pupil Irenéus ; it is difficult to compre- 
hend, how his martyrdom can have occurred much later than 
the year 147: for St. John, who outlived all his brethren, died 
in the year 100. Iren. adv. heer. lib. ii. c. 3. § 3. p. 171. He 
suffered, it is true, in extreme old age; valdé senex, as Irenéus 
speaks: and he himself intimates, that, at the time of his mar- 
tyrdom, he had served Christ eighty and siz years, reckoning 
from the date of his conversion. Epist. Eccles. Smyrn. § 1x. 
Patr. Apost. Cotel. vol. ii. p. 198.. Yet, to make the arrange- 
ment consistent, his age, on the hypothesis that he suffered in 
the year 166 or 167 or 169 or 175, must have been well nigh 
incredible. We can scarcely suppose a man, in the evidently 
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1. Polycarp, the disciple of St. John, had been, 
by the Apostles appointed Bishop of Smyrna in 
the course of the first century. | | 

At the stake, he is recorded to have used the 
following prayer. 

O Lord God Almighty, the Father of thy well- 
beloved and blessed Son Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have recewed the knowledge of thee; God of 
angels and powers and the whole creation and the 
entire race of the gust who live before thee: I bless 
thee, that thou hast thought me worthy of this day 
and hour, that I may recewe a portion in the num- 
ber of thy martyrs, in the cup of thy Christ, to the 
resurrection of eternal life, both of the soul and of 
the body, in the incorruptibility of the Holy Ghost : 
among whom may I be received today before thee, in 


full possession of his faculties, to have exceeded a century. 
Now, according to this estimate, if, at the age of a century, 
Polycarp suffered martyrdom even so early as the year 166 ; 
which is the earliest of the. four proposed Jater dates : he must 
have been born in the year 66. But, by reason of their several 
deaths, he could not have been appointed Bishop by the Apos- 
tles (Irenéus speaks plurally, ab Apostolis), later than about the 
year 838. Therefore, if he suffered in the year 166, and if con- 
sequently he were born in the year 66 ; he could not have been 
older than seventeen years, when appointed Bishop by the 
Apostles: a matter quite incredible. 

The precise date of the martyrdom, however, is of no conse- 
quence to my present inquiry. Whenever Polycarp suffered, 
the doctrine, which he taught in the Church of Smyrna, would 
be the doctrine which he received from St. John. 
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a fat and acceptable sacrifice, as thou, the true God, 
hast prepared and premanifested and fulfilled. On 
account of thes, and concerning all things, I praise 
thee, and bless thee, and glorify thee, TOGETHER WITH 
THE ETERNAL AND SUPERCELESTIAL JESUS CHRIST THY 
BELOVED SON: WITH WHOM, TO THEE AND TO THE 
HOLY GHOST, BE GLORY BOTH NOW AND FOR BVER. 
Amen". 


? Kupte 6 Oedg 6 wavroxpdrwp, 6 ro’ ayarnrev Kai ebdoynrou 
mwatdé¢ aou Inco Xptorov Tarhp, ce ov ry wept cov éxiyvwou 
eiAnpaperv, 6 Oedg ayyéAwy cal duvdpewy Kal rdone ric kricewe 
Kal xayroc Tou yévouc ray Stxalwy of (dow évwmiorv aov' gbdoya 
oe, Sri hklwodc pe, ric hépac nat Spac ravrnc, rov AaPetv pe 
peépog Ev apOug rev papripwy aov, ev rp xornpiy rov Xpioro¥ 
gov, tig dvdoracw Cwic aiwvlov, Wuyijc re cal cwparoc, Ev age 
Bapoig Wvevparoc ‘Aytou’ év ole wpoadeyxGeiny evamidy aov oijpe- 
pov, év Bvolg wiove cai rpoadexry, Kaba mponroipacac Kal xpo- 
epavépwoac Kai éxdnpwoac, 6 aevotc Kal GAnOivoc Oedc. Aca 
rovro, kal wept xdvrwy, aly oe, ebroyw ot, Soldlw ae, ovy 
9 aiwviy nal éxovpavly "Inco Xprorg, ayarnTrg~ oov rardl, 
pe? ov cot Kat Lvedpare ‘Ayly f ddga, xal viv cat cic rovc per- 
Aovracg aiwvac. ’Apiy. Epist. Cathol. Eccles. Smyrn. § xiv, 
in Patr. Apost. Cotel. vol. ii. p. 200, 201. 

As exhibited by Eusebius, the concluding doxology of oe 
prayer is slightly varied. 

Aca rod aiwviou doxtépewc "Inco Xpiorov, rov dyarnrov cov 
watddc’ dt ov, ool ovy abrg, Ev Hveipare ‘Ayiy, ddéa, cai viv 
xal sic rovg péddovrac aiwvac. "Apyy. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. 
lib. iv. c. 15. p. 108. 

Through the eternal high-priest Jesus Christ, thy beloved 
son: through whom, to thee with himself, in the Holy Ghost, be 
glory, both now and for ever. Amen, 

. According to either reading, whether that of the Smyrnéan 
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2. That the concluding doxology of this sublime 
prayer was, on the part of Polycarp, @ solemn act 
of worship addressed to the Son conjointly with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, is, both abundantly 
evident in itself, and yet additionally manifest from 
the subsequent language of his Smyrnéans in the 
encyclical Epistle which they addressed to the 
Catholic Church at large relative to the martyrdom — 
of their Bishop. | 

His flock, whom he had faithfully fed during the 
term of more than half a century, and who must 
therefore have well and familiarly known the 
doctrinal sentiments of their apostolic pastor : 
while they rejected with horror the very notion of 
their adoring Polycarp, when, by their enemies, the 
possibility of their adopting such a practice was 
maliciously intimated ; and while they carefully and 
accurately distinguished, between their brotherly 
love of the martyrs, and their direct worship of 
Christ as being the Son of God: both fully acknow- 
ledged, and unreservedly vindicated, their proper 
adoration of their Redeemer. 


Epistle or that of Eusebius, the prayer of Polycarp concludes 
with a solemn joint doxology to the three persons of the Trinity : 
the Son being consistently styled, either the eternal and super- 
celestial Jesus Christ, or the eternal high-priest Jesus Christ. 

The old Latin version of Ruffinus is to the same purpose, 
though with yet another variation. 

Per eeternum Deum et pontificem Jesum Christum, dilectum 
Filium tuum: per quem et cum quo, tibi cum Spiritu Sancto, gloria. 
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When the envious and the wicked one, the adver- 
sary of the race of the just, saw the greatness of his 
martyrdom,—he laboured industriously, that his re- 
mains might not be taken away by us.—Hence, he 
suggested to Nicetas, the father of Herod and the 
brother of Alce, to make application to the governor, 
that his body should not be delivered for sepulture : 
LEST, Said he, LEAVING THE CRUCIFIED ONE, THEY 
SHOULD BEGIN TO WORSHIP THIS PERSON. And these 
things they alleged at the suggestion and instigation 
of the Jews, who also watched us when we were about 
to take him from the fire. For they were ignorant : 
that neither can we ever forsake Christ, who suffered 
for the salvation of the saved throughout the whole 
world, the sinless for sinners ; nor that we can ever 
worship any other beside him. Because WIM TRULY, 
INASMUCH AS HE IS THE SON OF GOD, WE ADORE: but 
the martyrs, as disciples and imitators of the Lord, 
on account of their special affection to their own 
King and Master, we worthily love. With whom 
may we be partakers and fellow-disciples ' ! 


1 'O d€ dvrigndocg cai Baoxavoc cal rovnpoc, 6 dyrexelpevoc 
rp yéve tov Ocxalwy, iday ro péyefoc abrov rij¢ papruplac,— 
éwerfjdevoev, we pnde to elpavoy avrov tq’ Hydy Angbeln.— 
"YxéBare yovv Nexhrny, rov rov ‘Hpwdov warépa ddedgor dé 
“Adkne, évruyeiy re Gpxorri, dore pn dovvat abrov rd cwpa 
ragy ph, ono, doévregc ov Eoravpwpeévoy, rovroy apbwrrac 
céBecOar. Kal ravra elroy, iroBadddvrwy kal éEmoyvorrwy 
"Iovdaiwy, of kad érfpnoay, pedAdvrwy huwy ek rov rvpdc Aap- 
Bavew> dyvoovvrec, Ere ore rov Xptordy wore xaraheneiv duvn- 
odpeBa, tov brép ritc Tob wavrog Kéopov Trwy owlopévwy awrne 

10 
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From this passage, it is evident: that the 
primitive Church of Smyrna, the very flock of 
the Apostolic Polycarp, positively adored Christ, 
while they simply loved the holy martyrs as his 
disciples. For not only are the two expressions, 
ADORE and LOVE, industriously placed in avowed 
contradistinction : but likewise the worship paid 
to Christ is systematically made to rest upon the 
circumstance of his being Zhe Son af God; a 
title, the ascription of which was, by the early 
believers, deemed equivalent to an ascription of 
proper and essential divinity '. 

From the same passage, it is further evident : 
that the practice of the Smyrnéans was so fami- 
larly notorious, as to be well known to their ad- 


plac waOdrvra, &pwpor trip dyaprwrey, ovre Erepdy riva o€- 
BecOar. Tovroy pév yap, Yio dvra rov Ocod, rpooxyvodper* 
rovg 8€ pdprvpac, we paOnrac cal pupnrac rov cvplev, dyare- 
pev dilwe, tvexa ebvotac dyvxepBrhrev rijc ele rov idwrv Baodéia 
kal dWdoxadov’ wy yévorro cal hyde Kotvwvotg re kal cuppa- 
Onracg yevéoOa. Epist. Eccles. Smyrn. § xvii. in Patr. Apost. 
’ Cotel. vol. ii. p. 201, 202. 

1 Tovroy pev yap, Yiov byra rov Ocov (quippe qui sit Dei 
Filtus), xpooxvvovper. 

The perfectly clear and intelligible principle, on which the 
primitive Church deemed the ascription of the title of The Son 
of God to Christ equivalent to an ascription to him of real and 
proper divinity, was this. 

Proper Sonship inevitably imports Consubstantialsty with the 
Father : and Consubstantiality with the Father no less inevitably 
imports Essential Divinity. See below, append. ii. numb. .10, 
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versaries both Jews and Gentiles. For, otherwise, 
it is clear: that, when they wished to pay the 
rites of decent sepulture to the scorched remains 
of their martyred Bishop; no opposition could 
have been made to them on the expressly specific 
ground, that any permission to that effect might 
lead to the worship of Polycarp instead of the 
worship of Christ. Accordingly, in reply, the 
Smyrnéans, we see, while they acknowledged and 
vindicated their worship of Christ, renounced with 
horror and indignation the very idea of similarly 
worshipping Polycarp. 

Such, then, was the practice of the Church of 
Smyrna only forty-seven years after the death of 
St. John : a practice, manifestly inculcated in that 
Church by Polycarp himself, who had learned his 
theology from the beloved Apostle, and who by 
immediate apostolic authority had acted as the 
chief pastor of that same Church during the un- 
interrupted term of more than half a century. 

XIII. The conversion of Justin Martyr to 
Christianity must have occurred about the year 
130. 

For it took place at some indefinite time before 
his conference with Trypho: and, as we may 
gather from the Dialogue itself, that conference 
was held in the precise year 136 '. 

Hence, although his first Apology was written, 


1 See above, book i. chap. 3. § III. 
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as some think, inthe year 140; or, as he himself 
apparently intimates, in the year 150: both the 
doctrine and the practice, which it sets forth, will 
obviously be the doctrine and the practice of a 
much earlier date '. 

Not knowing that certain beings were evil demons, 
the ancients called them gods.— We, however say : 
that the perpetrators of the enormities ascribed to 
them, so far from being upright agents, are abso- 
lutely very demons most wicked and most unholy ; 
for they perform actions unlike those of even mere 
men who delight in virtue. On this account, we are 
called Atheists. And truly we confess : that we are 
indeed atheists, in regard to such beings as” these 
who are reckoned gods: but we are not atheists, in 
regard to the true God, who is the parent of justice 
and temperance and all other virtues. For HIM, Most 
ASSUREDLY ; AND HIS SON, WHO CAME FORTH FROM 
HIM (and who, respecting these things, tnstructed 
both us and the army of the other good angels that 
follow him and that are made like unto him); anv 
THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT: THESE WE WORSHIP AND WE 
ADORE, honouring them in word and in truth, and, 
to every person who wishes to learn, ungrudgingly 
delivering as we ourselves have been taught *. 


1"Iva dé uh revec droytoraivovrec eic dxorpomnv rev dede- 
daypévwy ip’ hwy eimwot, mpd Erwy ExaTov wevThKovra yeyer- 
vijoOae roy Xptoroy éyew Hpac éwt Kvpnytov. Apol. i. Oper. 
p- 65. 

* M) émordpevor Saluovac elvar gabdovc, Geos rpoowvdpa~ 
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versaries both Jews and Gentiles. For, otherwise, 
it is clear: that, when they wished to pay the 
rites of decent sepulture to the scorched remains 
of their martyred Bishop; no opposition could 
have been made to them on the expressly specific 
ground, that any permission to that effect might 
lead to the worship of Polycarp instead of the 
worship of Christ. Accordingly, in reply, the 
Smyrnéans, we see, while they acknowledged and 
vindicated their worship of Christ, renounced with 
horror and indignation the very idea of similarly 
worshipping Polycarp. 

Such, then, was the practice of the Church of 
Smyrna only forty-seven years after the death of 
St. John : a practice, manifestly ineulcated in that 
Church by Polycarp himself, who had learned his 
theology from the beloved Apostle, and who by 
immediate apostolic authority had acted as the 
chief pastor of that same Church during the un- 
interrupted term of more than half a century. 

XIU. The conversion of Justin Martyr to 
Christianity must have occurred about the year | 
130. 

For it took place at some indefinite time before 
his conference with Trypho: and, as we may 
gather from the Dialogue itself, that conference 
was held in the precise year 136 '. 

Hence, although his first Apology was written, 


* See above, book i. chap. 3. § III. 
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as some think, in the year 140; or, as he himself 
apparently intimates, in the year 150: both the 
doctrine and the practice, which it sets forth, will 
obviously be the doctrine and the practice of a 
much earlier date '. 

Not knowing that certain beings were evil demons, 
the ancients called them gods.— We, however say : 
that the perpetrators of the enormities ascribed to 
them, so far from being upright agents, are abso- 
lutely very demons most wicked and most unholy ; 
for they perform actions unlike those of even mere 
men who delight in virtue. On this account, we are 
called Atheists. And truly we confess: that we are 
indeed atheists, in regard to such beings as” these 
who are reckoned gods: but we are not atheists, in 
regard to the true God, who is the parent of justice 
and temperance and all other virtues. For HM, Most 
ASSUREDLY ; AND HIS SON, WHO CAME FORTH FROM 
HIM (and who, respecting these things, instructed 
both us and the army of the other good angels that 
follow him and that are made lke unto him); anv 
THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT: THESE WE WORSHIP AND WE 
ADORE, honouring them in word and in truth, and, 
to every person who wishes to learn, ungrudgingly 
delivering as we ourselves have been taught *. 


1"Iva dé ph tevec droytoraivovrec etic drorpornv rev dedt- 
daypévwy ig’ hudy cixwor, mpd er@y Exaroy wevThKxovra yeyer~ 
vijtbat rov Xptordy Néyery Hudc ext Kupnvlov. Apol. i. Oper. 
p. 65. 

? M) ércordpevor dalpovac elvar gavAovc, Oeove xpoowrvdpua- 
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From the plural form of this passage, we dis- 
tinctly learn: that, about the year 180 when Jus- 


{ov.— Tove ravra xpalavrac dalpovac, ob pdvor pa dpBove elvai, 
gapey, GdAAa xaxovc cal dvoclovc daipovag, of obde roic dperiy 
xoGovow dvOpanoe rac xpdtec dpolac Eyovoww. "EvOévde car 
&Ocor xex\hpeba® cal dporoyotpery rey rowvrey voulouéver 
Gedy KGeor elvar, dAN’ ody! rov dAnOeordrov, cal rarpoc ducavw~ 
surnc xai cwdpoovrne xal rey Gdd\wy dperwy, dvexepicrov Osov. 
"AMN’ ’Excivdy re, xal roy rap’ abrov Yiow édOdvra (nat didak- 
dyra hpdc ravra cal rov rev dd\d\wy exoptvwy cal éopowupe- 
vev dyabwy dyyé\wy orparoy), Ivetpd re ro xpopnrucdy, ce- 
PBopeba xa xpooxvvotper, Adyy Kal dArnOelg ripwyvrec, cal rayri 
Bovdopévy pabeiv, dc sdidayxOnper, aApOdywe wapadiddrrec. 
Justin. Apol. i. Oper. p. 43. 

I. It is a curious circumstance, that Cardinal Bellarmine and 
Dr. Priestley, whether consciously or not on the part of the 
latter, should have concurred in their translation or rather per- 
version of the leading sentence in this passage. 

Through the grammatical mechanism of making the substan- 
tive orparcy depend upon the verbs ce/3due8a and rpooxvvoiper, 
instead of depending (which is its true construction) upon the 
participle d:dazayra, they bring out the unexpected result, that 
Justin, almost at the beginning of the second century and while 
the prohibitory words of the angel to St. John (Rev. xix. 10, 
xxii. 8, 9.) were still as it were ringing through the Church 
Catholic, attested the universal worship of the holy angels on 
the part of himself and of the whole collective body of 
Christians. : 

Him, and the Son that came from him, says Justin, as inter- 
preted by the Cardinal and the Historian, and the host of other 
good angels who accompany and resemble him, and the prophetic 
Spirit, we adore and venerate ; in word and in truth honouring 
them. 

II. But, while these two divines thus concur in perverting 
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2. That the concluding doxology of this sublime 
prayer was, on the part of Polycarp, a solemn act 
of worship addressed to the Son conjointly with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, is, both abundantly 
evident in itself, and yet additionally manifest from 
the subsequent language of his Smyrnéans in the 
encyclical Epistle which they addressed to the 
Catholic Church at large relative to the martyrdom — 
of their Bishop. 

His flock, whom he had faithfully fed during the 
term of more than half a century, and who must 
therefore have well and familiarly known the 
doctrinal sentiments of their apostolic pastor : 
while they rejected with horror the very notion of 
their adoring Polycarp, when, by their enemies, the 
possibility of their adopting such a practice was 
maliciously intimated ; and while they carefully and 
accurately distinguished, between their brotherly 
love of the martyrs, and their direct worship of 
Christ as being the Son of God: both fully acknow- 
ledged, and unreservedly vindicated, their proper 
adoration of their Redeemer. 


Epistle or that of Eusebius, the prayer of Polycarp concludes 
with a solemn joint doxology to the three persons of the Trinity: 
the Son being consistently styled, either the eternal and super- 
celestial Jesus Christ, or the eternal high-priest Jesus Christ. 

The old Latin version of Ruffinus is to the same purpose, 
though with yet another variation. 

Per seternum Deum et pontificem Jesum Christum, dilectum 
Filium tuum: per quem et cum quo, tibi cum Spiritu Sancto, gloria. 
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When the envious and the wicked one, the adver- 
sary of the race of the just, saw the greatness of his 
martyrdom,—he laboured tndustriously, that his re- 
snains might not be taken away by us.—Hence, he 
suggested to Nicetas, the father of Herod and the 
brother of Alcée, to make application to the governor, 
that his body should not be delivered for sepulture : 
LEST, said he, LEAVING THE CRUCIFIED ONE, THEY 
SHOULD BEGIN TO WORSHIP THIS PERSON. And these 
things they alleged at the suggestion and instigation 
of the Jews, who also watched us when we were about 
to take him from the fire. For they were ignorant : 
that nesther can we ever forsake Christ, who suffered 
for the salvation of the saved throughout the whole 
world, the sinless for sinners ; nor that we can ever 
worship any other beside him. Because HIM TRULY, 
INASMUCH AS HE IS THE SON OF GOD, WE ADORE: but 
the martyrs, as disciples and imitators of the Lord, 
on account of their special affection to their own 
King and Master, we worthily love. With whom 
may we be partakers and fellow-disctples ' ! 


7 ‘O 0€ dvrignroc cat Baoxavoc cal wovnpoc, 6 dyrucelpervoc 
rp yéve roy Ouaiwy, iddy rd péyeBoc abrov rij¢ paprvplac,— 
éxericevoer, we pnde ro elbavoy abrov tg’ hpey AngOeln.— 
"YxéBade yoty Nuhrny, rov rov ‘Hpwdov rarépa ddeAgoy de 
“Adxne, évrvyeiy rp pyovri, Sore ph dovvat abrov’ ro owpa 
ragy ph, now, doévreg wov eoravpwpevoy, rovroy dpkwryrac 
otBeoOar. Kal ravra elrov, trofaddAdvrwy xal émoyvorrwy 
"lovdaiwy, of cal érfpnoay, pedrAdvrwy Hhpwy ex rov wupoc Aap- 
Pavey? dyvootvrec, Ere ovre row Xptordy wore xaradereiy duyn- 
oducBa, tov drép ric rob wavrog Kéopov ray owlopévwry owrne 

10 
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From this passage, it is evident: that the 
primitive Church of Smyrna, the very flock of 
the Apostolic Polycarp, positively adored Christ, 
while they stmply loved the holy martyrs as his 
disciples. For not only are the two expressions, 
ADORE and LovE, industriously placed in avowed 
contradistinction : but likewise the worship paid 
to Christ is systematically made to rest upon the 
circumstance of his being Zhe Son af God; a 
title, the ascription of which was, by the early 
believers, deemed equivalent to an ascription of 
proper and essential divinity '. 

From the same passage, it is further evident : 
that the practice of the Smyrnéans was so fami-. 
liarly notorious, as to be well known to their ad- 


plac waOdvra, Guwpoy vmép dpaprwrey, ore Erepdy riva o€- 
BecOa. Tovrov péy yap, Yidy dyra rot Oeov, mpooxuvovper’ 
rove 8& pdprupac, we paOnrac cal pupnrac rov cuplev, dyaTw- 
per dilwc, évexa ebvotac dvuxepBAfrev rijc ele roy idwoy Bacréa 
kal didoxadoy’ dy yévoro Kai hdc Koywvovg te kal cuppa- 
Onrac yevéoOar. Epist. Eccles. Smyrn. § xvii. in Patr. Apost. 
Cotel. vol. ii. p. 201, 202. 

1 Totroy pev yap, Yiov évyra rov Oeov (quippe qui sit Dei 
Filtus), xpocxuvodper. 

The perfectly clear and intelligible principle, on which the 
primitive Church deemed the ascription of the title of The Son 
of God to Christ equivalent to an ascription to him of real and 
proper divinity, was this. 

Proper Sonship inevitably imports Consubstantiality with the 
Father : and Consubstantiality with the Father no less inevitably 
imports Essential Divinity. See below, append. i. numb. 10, 
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versaries both Jews and Gentiles. For, otherwise, 
it is clear: that, when they wished to pay the 
rites of decent sepulture to the scorched remains 
of their martyred Bishop; no opposition could 
have been made to them on the expressly specific 
ground, that any permission to that effect might 
lead to the worship of Polycarp instead of the 
worship of Christ. Accordingly, in reply, the 
Smyrnéans, we see, while they acknowledged and 
vindicated their worship of Christ, renounced with 
horror and indignation the very idea of similarly 
worshipping Polycarp. 

Such, then, was the practice of the Church of 
Smyrna only forty-seven years after the death of 
St. John : a practice, manifestly ineulcated in that 
Church by Polycarp himself, who had learned his 
theology from the beloved Apostle, and who by 
immediate apostolic authority had acted as the 
chief pastor of that same Church during the un- 
interrupted term of more than half a century. 

Xi. The conversion of Justin Martyr to 
Christianity must have occurred about the year 
130. 

For it took place at some indefinite time before 
his conference with Trypho: and, as we may 
gather from the Dialogue itself, that conference 
was held in the precise year 136 '. 

Hence, although his first Apology was written, 


* See above, book i. chap. 8. § III. 
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as some think, in the year 140; or, as he himself 
apparently intimates, in the year 150: both the 
doctrine and the practice, which it sets forth, will 
obviously be the doctrine and the practice of a 
much earlier date '. 

Not knowing that certain beings were evil demons, 
the ancients called them gods.— We, however say : 
that the perpetrators of the enormities ascribed to 
them, so far from being upright agents, are abso- 
lutely very demons most wicked and most unholy ; 
for they perform actions unlike those of even mere 
men who delight in virtue. On this account, we are 
called Atheists. And truly we confess: that we are 
indeed atheists, in regard to such beings as” these 
who are reckoned gods: but we are not atheists, in 
regard to the true God, who is the parent of justice 
and temperance and all other virtues. For HIM, Most 
ASSUREDLY ; AND HIS SON, WHO CAME FORTH FROM 
HIM (and who, respecting these things, instructed 
both us and the army of the other good angels that 
follow him and that are made lke unto him); anp 
THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT: THESE WE WORSHIP AND WE 
ADORE, honouring them in word and in truth, and, 
to every person who wishes to learn, ungrudgingly 
delivering as we ourselves have been taught *. 


I"Tva dé py reveg droytoraivovrec ele dworpomny rov dedt- 
daypévwy ig’ hwy cimwot, wpo érwy Exaroy wevThKovra yeyer- 
vijobar rov Xpioroy Aéyerv Hyde éxl Kvpnylov. Apol. i. Oper. 
p- 65. 

* M) émordpevor dalpovac elvar gabdove, Oeove rpoowydpa- 
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From the plural form of this passage, we dis- 
tinctly learn: that, about the year 130 when Jus- 


fov.—Tove ravra xpatavrac dalpovac, ob pdvoy pd dpBove clval, 
paper, GAda caxove cal dvoclovc daipovag, of obdé roig dperdy 
roBovew dvOpwxoc rac xpalec Spolag Eyovew. "EvOévde cal 
&Bco. xexhjpeBa’ cal opodoyotper rwr rowvrery voulopiver 
Oedy Bec elvar, ddX’ oby) row dAnPeordrov, cal rarpoc sucaww- 
ebrnc xal, cwppocvyne cal rey EddrAwy dpervy, dvexiulcrov Ozov. 
"AAMN’ ’Excivéy re, cal rdy wap’ abrov Yiow ihOdvra (nal didak- 
ayra hpdc ratra cal rov rey Odrwy Eexoptver cal éopowupe- 
yew dyabwr dyyé\wy orparov), Uvetpd re ro xpopnriuoy, ce- 
Bopeba xal xpocxvvotper, Adyy cal dAnOeig ripwvrec, cal ravri 
Bovropévy pabeivy, dc tddayxOnper, apOdrwe wapadiddvrec. 
Justin. Apol. i. Oper. p. 43. 

I. It is a curious circumstance, that Cardinal Bellarmine and 
Dr. Priestley, whether consciously or not on the part of the 
latter, should have concurred in their translation or rather per- 
version of the leading sentence in this passage. 

Through the grammatical mechanism of making the substan- 
tive ovparov depend upon the verbs oe(3éue8a and xpooxvvovper, 
instead of depending (which is its true construction) upon the 
participle d:daéayra, they bring out the unexpected result, that 
Justin, almost at the beginning of the second century and while 
the prohibitory words of the angel to St. John (Rev. xix. 10. 
xxii. 8, 9.) were still as it were ringing through the Church 
Catholic, attested the universal worship of the holy angels on 
the part of himself and of the whole collective body of 
Christians. ; 

Him, and the Son that came from him, says Justin, as inter- 
preted by the Cardinal and the Historian, and the host of other 
good angels who accompany and resemble him, and the prophetic 
Spirit, we adore and venerate ; tn word and in truth honouring 
them. 

II. But, while these two divines thus concur in perverting 
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touched the apostolic age of St. John, was ac- 
customed, in express opposition to the polytheistic 


(2.) To the same purpose, he speaks in another place. 

We worship the Creator of this Universe :—and, having 
learned that Jesus Christ 1s the Son of him who is truly God, 
and holding the Son in the second place, we honour also, in the 
third degree, the prophetic Spirit tn conjunction with the 
Word. 

Tov dnpuovpyor rovde rov mavrog otPdpevor,—Yiov abrod rov 
Svrwe Oeod pabdyrec, kal ev devréipg xopg Exorrec, Hvetpd re 
wpopnrixoy év rplry rage Ore pera Adyou riywyer, drodelfoper. 
Justin. Apol. i. Oper. p. 46, 47. 

According to the plain construction of this passage when 
viewed connectedly with the other passage, what can we under- 
stand by the second place and the third degree, save that, in the 
economy of the worshipped Godhead, the Son and the Spirit 
are second and third with reference to the Father who is first ? 

For it were palpable idolatrous blasphemy to say: that any 
two creatures are honoured in the second and third degrees with 
relation to the Creator, who, specially to these two creatures, 
holds the rank of the first degree. 

IV. It may be proper to remark: that the clause, which, for 
the sake of general perspicuity, I have inclosed within a paren- 
thesis, is in itself ambiguous. For it may be translated: either 
Who taught to us these things and the army of the other good 
angels, or Who taught these things to us and to the army of the 
other good angels. 

Scultet and Bishop Bull adopt the former of these two ren- 
derings : Dr. Grabe prefers the latter. After attentively con- 
sidering the clause, I have been led to take the version suggested 
by Dr. Grabe. 

1. These things, ravra, refer, I apprehend, to the attributes 
of God, his justice and temperance and all other virtues, as 
mentioned above : and, such attributes of the Divinity, it is the 
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demonolatry of the Gentiles, to worship and to 
adore Christ the Son, in conjunction with the 
Father and the prophetic Spirit; while yet, 
though avowedly worshipping these three persons, 
she ever professed to acknowledge only one God, 
to whom she could legitimately offer up the sacri- 
fice of prayer and praise and thanksgiving. 
Whether she acted right, or whether she acted 
wrong, In paying, to the Son and to the Spirit 
conjointly with the Father, that divine worship 


special office of the Son, in his character of the Word or Oracle 
of God, to teach or reveal both to men and to angels. 

2. The other good angels, to whom as well as to men he is 
said to reveal the divine attributes, are styled other, d\Awy, in 
reference to the evil demons noticed above as worshipped by 
the Pagans under the aspect of gods: for I think it evident, 
that, by these evil demons, Justin means, whether he be right 
or whether he be wrong in his opinion, the fallen or wicked 
angels. These latter are mythologically characterised by ac- 
tions, which even a morally virtuous mar would abominate : 
but the other angels, who are contradistinctively good angels, 
follow or obey Christ the great prince of the heavenly host, and 
are made like unto him im all boly dispositions. 

3. I may observe: that the superior excellence of Dr. Grabe’s 
version is strongly shewn by a parallel passage in Irenéus, which 
sets forth the same doctrine of the Son being from all eternity 
the universal oracle of the Father. 

Revelarerit, enim, non solum in futurum dictum est ; quasi 
tune inciperet Verbum manifestare Patrem, cum de Maria natus: 
sed, communiter, per totum tempus positum est. 5 initio, 
enim, assistens Filius suo plasmati revelat omxisus Patrem. 
Tren. adv. her. lib. iv. c. 14. § 6. p. 242. 
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which she refused to pay to the demon-gods of 
the Gentiles, Iam not at present’ concerned to 
inquire: my business is exclusively with Facts re- 
corded by History. 

Now one of these recorded racts is: that, 
Thirty years after the death of St. John, the 
Catholic Church, having been catechetically taught 
by the disciples of the Apostle and his subordinate 
contemporaries, worshipped Christ the Son.in con- 
junction with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

XIV. The strict accuracy of Justin’s record 
is fully established, not only by the teaching of 
Polycarp which has already been noticed, but 
likewise by the practice of his venerable fellow- 
disciple Ignatius who suffered martyrdom either 
in the year 107 or (as some think) in the year 
116. 

Immediately before his death, and when he was 
on the point of being led into the amphitheatre, this 
faithful servant of the Lord, kneeling down with all 
the brethren, PRAYED TO THE SON OF GOD, for the 
prosperity of the Churches, for the cessation of 
persecution, and for the prevalence of mutual love 
among all Christians '. 


1 Otrw, pera yovuxdtolac tavruy trav ddehody, mapaxadtouc | 
rov Yiov rov Qeov, imep rwy éxxAnowy, imép ric rod duwypov 
kararavoewc, imép rijc rwv ddedgoay eic ddAHdove dyarne, 
drhyxOn pera orovdiic cic 76 dugiBéarpov. Martyr. Sanct. Ig- 
nat. § vi. Cotel. Patr. Apost. vol. ii. p. 160, 161. 

The avowed, and indeed only legitimate, principle of this 
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XV. With the joint practice of Ignatius and the 
brethren at Rome, corresponded the practice of 
the Asiatic Christians before the end of the first 
and at the beginning of the second century. 

What this practice was, we learn from the de- 
positions of the unhappy lapsed Christians, as 
made with legal formality before Pliny in the year 
103. 

They affirmed tn my presence, says he, in his 
official report to Trajan, that the sum total of their 
fault or their error was this. On a stated day, 
they were wont to assemble together before sun-rise 
and ALTERNATELY TO SING AMONG THEMSELVES A 
HYMN TO CHRIST AS TO GOD’. | 

Such an act as this was clearly an act of divine 
worship. 

Nor was it merely a casual act, or a partial act, 


prayer to Christ, was his divinity, here set forth, according to 
the interpretation of the primitive Church, under the phrase of 
The Son of God. 

On the same principle, Ignatius, when he appeared before 
Trajan, styled himself Theophorus or The Bearer of God: 
alleging, as the reason of such peculiar language, that, according 
to the words of Scripture, he was spiritually The Bearer of 
Christ within him. Ibid. § ii. p. 158. According, then, to 
Ignatius, Theophorus and Christophcrus, The Bearer of God 
and The Bearer of Christ, are terms equipollent and mutually 
convertible. Thus avowedly deeming Christ to be God, this 
primitive disciple of St. John consistently offered up prayer to 
Christ. 

? Plin. Epist. lib. x. epist. 97. 

VOL. I. H 
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or an unadvised act. The deponents stated : that 
Christians, universally and collectively, were ac- 
customed, on a fixed day, to sing a hymn to 
Christ as to God. Their evidence makes no ex- 
ceptions. It distinctly states the universal and 
liturgical practice of the Catholic Church, in the 
year 103, or three years after the death of St. 
John. 

Nor is this all. Some of the deponents alleged 
themselves to have apostatised from Christianity 
more than twenty years previous to their appear- 
ance before Pliny’. Such being the case, they 
attested: that the worship of Christ as God was 
established in the Church, at least as early as the 
year 83, or seventeen years anterior to the death 
of St. John. 

XVI. With the chaunting of hymns to Christ 
as to God, the primitive Church, in her regular 
congregational worship, associated the recitation 
of prayers to the same believed divine person. 

As a specimen of these united acts of adoration, 
I subjoin, in illustrative confirmation of the pre- 
ceding mass of evidence, a public prayer to Christ, 
under the character of the only-begotten Deity the 
Son of the great Father, extracted from the Cle- 
mentine Liturgy: which Liturgy, though, like 
the other primeval Liturgies, not committed to 
writing until the fifth century, must, at the very 


* Plin. Epist. lib. x. epist. 97. 
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lowest estimation, be substantially deemed as an- 
cient as the third century ; and which may justly 
be viewed, as reflecting the devotional exercises 
of a yet earlier period. 

O thou, that didst bind the strong man, and didst 
spoil all his goods ; thou, that didst give us power 
to tread upon serpents and scorpions and to prevail 
over all the strength of the enemy; thou, who didst 
deliver to us, a bound captive, as a sparrow to 
children, the man-slaying serpent, whom all things 
dread and fear, from the face of thy power ; thou, 
who didst cast him down broken, from heaven to 
earth, like lightning, not indeed by a topical break- 
ing, but from honour to dishonour, on account of 
his voluntary malignity ; thou, whose aspect drieth 
up the abyss, and whose threat dissolveth the moun- 
tains, and whose truth abideth for ever ; thou, whom 
babes praise, and whom sucklings eulogise ; thou, 
whom angels hymn and adore; thou, who lookest 
upon the earth, and causest it to tremble ; thou, who 
touchest the mountains, and they do smoke; thou, 
who threatenest the sea and driest it up, and who 
turnest all the rivers into a wilderness; thou, the 
dust of whose feet are the clouds ; thou, who walkest 
upon the sea as upon the sohd ground: ONLY-BE- 
GOTTEN GOD, SON OF THE GREAT FATHER}; REBUKE | 
THE EVIL SPIRITS, AND DELIVER THE WORKS OF THINE 
HANDS FROM THE POWER OF THE ALIEN SPIRIT. Jor, 
to thee, are glory and honour and worship ; and, 

H 2 
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through thee, to thy Father, in the Holy Ghost ; for 
ever and ever. Amen’. — 

XVII. Step by step, in regular succession, we 
have now, without the slightest variation in our 
evidence, arrived at the apostolic age itself: and, 
as I see not why the sacred records should be 
deemed less capable of bearing testimony to a FACT 
than any other records, I feel perfectly justified 
in summoning them also to appear as witnesses. 

1. The Apocalypse of St. John, we have reason 
to believe, was written in the reign of Domitian 
about the year 97: for, though some place its 
composition earlier, I am willing to take the lowest 


1'O roy ioxupdy dhoac, wal mavra ra oxetn abrov d.apracac’ 
6 doug iypiy tkovoiay érdyw ddewy Kal oxopriwy wareiy Kal émi 
maoay riy Ovvamey rov éxOpov" 6 rov avOpwroxrdvoy bg dec- 
paorny napadove hiv, we orpovOlov macdloic, by mavra gpirrec 
kai rpéuer, dad mpoowrov duvdpews cov' Oo piitag abroy we de 
rparny & obpavod ele yijv, ob romeg phypart, &\AG dro repifc 
cic dreplay, 3: Exobotoy adrov Kaxévoay’ ov rd Bréupa Enpaivec 
&Buvaaovg, wal} dred) rie dpn, cal f ddAGOeaa péver cig rov 
ai@va’ bv aivei ra vama, kal ebroyei ra Ondalovra’ dy dpvova 
Kal mpooxuvovary Gyyedor’ 6 émiBrérwy eri ry yijiv, kal mov 
abriy rptpev* 6 dardépevoc ray dpéwy, cal camviLovrar 6 dret- 
Ady Badrdoony cai Enpulvwy abriv, kal wavrag rove morapove 
éLepnpwy’ ov vepédAat, Kovoprog Trav modwy' 6 meptmaray Emi 
Bardoonc, we én’ éddgoucg povoyeric Cee, peyadou Iarpoc Yié 
émtrlunoov roig movnpoic mvevpact, kal pioa: ra Epya ry yE- 
pa@y cov ék rjc rov dAXorplov mvevparoc Evepyelac’ Sri cor ddéa, 
rin, kal cfBac, cal da cov ry o@ Tarpi, év ‘Ayly Mvebdpare, 
tlc rove al@vac. "Auhy. Constit. Apost. lib. viii. ¢. 7. 





CHAP. IV. ] OF TRINITARIANISM. 101 


date. It was written, consequently, about six years 
anterior to the deposition of the lapsed, made 
before the tribunal of Pliny: that, on a stated day, 
Christians, in their liturgical worship, were accus- 
tomed to sing a hymn to Christ as to God. 

(1.) Now this inspired document exhibits to us 
at least three distinct instances, of prayer or praise 
or thanksgiving, all of which are indisputable acts 
of divine adoration, being directly offered up to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The first instance occurs immediately before the 
opening of the seven seals. 

I beheld: and, lo, in the midst of the throne and 
of the four beasts and in the midst of the elders, stood 
a Lamb as tt had been slatn.— 

And, when he had taken the book, the four beasts 
and the four and twenty elders FELL DOWN BEFORE 
THE LAMB, having every one of them harps and 
' golden vials full of odours which are the prayers of: 
saints. : 

And they sang a new song, saying: Thou art 
worthy to take the book and to open the seals thereof. 
For thou wast slain: and thou hast redeemed us to 
God, by thy blood, out of every kindred and tongue 
and people and nation.— 

And I heard the voice of many angels round about - 
the throne and the beasts and the elders, saying, 
with a loud voice : WORTHY IS THE LAMB, WHICH WAS 
SLAIN, TO RECEIVE POWER AND RICHES AND WISDOM 
AND STRENGTH AND HONOUR AND GLORY AND BLESSING. 
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And every creature, which is in heaven and on the 
_ earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I, saying : BLESSING AND HONOUR AND 
GLORY AND POWER BE UNTO HIM THAT SITTETH UPON 
THE THRONE AND UNTO THE LAMB, FOR EVER AND 
EVER’. 

The second instance occurs immediately after 
the mystic sealing of God's: elect out of the twelve 
tribes of the figurative Israel. 

After this, I beheld: and, lo, a great multitude 
which no man could number, of all nations and 
kindreds and people and tongues, stood before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
and palms in their hands. And they cried with a 
loud voice, saying: SALVATION TO OUR GOD WHICH 
SITTETH UPON THE THRONE AND UNTO THE LAMB’, 

The third instance occurs at the close of the 
Apocalypse : and it exhibits to us an act of prayer, 
addressed by John himself to the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; that, according to his word, he would 
hasten the time of his second advent, and thus 
quickly bring deliverance to his afflicted Church. 

He, which testifieth these things, saith: Surely, 
I come quickly. 

AMEN. EVEN SO BEIT. COME, LORD JEsus °, 

(2.) From such instances of even celestial wor- 
ship, recorded in a sacred book, familiarly, as we 


, Rev. Vv. 6—13. 2 Rev. Vil. 9, 10. 
> Rev. xxii. 20. 


CHAP. IV. ] OF TRINITARIANISM. 103 


are told by Justin and Irenéus, known to the 
Christians of the second century: those Christ- 
ians, I think, could draw only one conclusion '. 

If Christ, by an inspired Apostle, were blame- 
lessly described, as receiving, conjointly with the 
Father, the praise and thanksgiving and adoration 
of every creature; and if, by the same inspired 
Apostle, a prayer could blamelessly be offered up 
to Christ, that he would come quickly according 
to his word: certainly, the same worship might be, 
or rather ought to be, rendered to the divine Re- 
deemer by the Catholic Church upon earth. 

Now, in point of fact, as we have seen from 
positive and distinct testimony, this worship was 
invariably rendered to Christ, from at least seven- 
teen years before the death of St. John down to 
the era of the first Nicene Council: and, when, 
with the circumstance set forth by this testimony, 
we compare what may be termed the poetical 
machinery of the Apocalypse, there can, I appre- 
hend, be little doubt; that the imagery, of the 
sacred hymns addressed by the whole creation jointly 
to the Father and to the Son, was borrowed from 
those primitive hymns of the Church, which, in 
like manner, were jointly addressed to the alone 
God who is over all and to his only-begotten Son 
God the Word*. 


1 See Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 240. Tren. adv. her. 
lib. v. c. 25. § 5, 6. p. 355. 


2 "Yuvoug yap eig povov rov Ext aor Néyopey Oedy Kai rov 
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Hence, if such adoration were idolatrous; and 
idolatrous it must have been, unless Christ be very 
and essential God: I see not, how the inference 
can be avoided ; that the inspired Apostle himself, 
by his own writings, encouraged and confirmed the 


povoyeri abrov Gedy Adyor' kal tvoivpéy ye Gedy kal roy povo- 
yevii abrov. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. viii. p. 422. See above, 
book 1. chap. 38. § 1v. 

Such is the account of the liturgical apocalyptic imagery, 
rightly given by Sir Isaac Newton. 

The beasts and elders represent the primitive Christians of 
all nations: and the worship of these Christians in their 
churches ts here represented under the form of worshipping God 
and the Lamb in the temple ; God for his benefaction in creat- 
ing all things, and the Lamb for his benefaction in redeeming 
us with his blood; God as sitting upon the throne and living 
for ever, and the Lamb as exalted above all by the merits of 
his death. Rev. v. 11—14. This was the worship of the pri- 
mitive Christians. Observ. on the Apoc. chap. ii. p. 262, 263. 

Dr. Priestley specially recommends to the serious considera- 
tion of all Trinitarians the alleged Fact, that the primitive 
Christians did not worship Christ, but that they habitually 
worshipped the Father only. 

The accuracy of such an allegation had already, we see, 
heen anticipatively denied by Sir Isaac Newton: for he states, 
without any apparent dread of contradiction, that the worship 
of the primitive Christians was the joint adoration of God and 
the Lamb. 

Dr. Priestley, however, has contradicted him in terminis ; 
little as Sir Isaac Newton seems to have imagined the possibility 
of such a circumstance. 

Whether the asserter or the contradicter be best borne out 
by history, the prudent inquirer will judge and determine for 
himself. 
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aboriginally misled Catholic Church in rank and 
offensive idolatry. 

2. But, in truth, the blame, if blame there de in 
the case, must not be borne exclusively by St. John: 
it must equitably be shared with his primeval 
brethren in the ministry. 

(1.) About the year 97, St. John, we see, at the 
close of the Apocalypse; addressed a prayer to 
Christ, that he would hasten his advent: and this 
the Apostle did, after having previously exhibited 
the whole congregated universe, as lauding and 
adoring the Son conjointly with God the Father. 

At a yet earlier period, the same practice had 
been.adopted by St. Paul: for thus, respecting it, 
writes, in the year 58, that great doctor of the 
Church to his Corinthian Proselytes., 

There was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of Satan, to buffet me: lest I should be 
exalted above measure. For THIS THING I BESOUGHT 
THE LORD THRICE, THAT IT MIGHT DEPART FROM ME. 
And he said unto me: My grace is sufficient for 
thee ; for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Most gladly, therefore, will I glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me’. 

The whole context of this passage imperiously 
requires us to believe: that Christ is the person, 
to whom the Apostle addressed his supplication. . 

For the person invocated declares: that his 


1 2 Corinth. xti. 7—9. 
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strength is perfected in Paul's weakness. And, in 
the very next sentence, Paul explains this decla- 
ration to mean: that the power of Christ will rest 
upon him. 

The person, therefore, whose strength is per- 
fected in Paul’s weakness, is indisputably Christ. 

Whence, finally, Christ is the person, to whom 
the Apostle addressed his thrice repeated suppli- 
cation. 

Such being the case, since Paul, without the 
least scruple, mentions to the Corinthians the 
FacT of his having thrice prayed to Christ for 
relief from trouble ; and since, in imperishable 
writing, he has recorded the same racr for the 
instruction of the Church Catholic to the very end 
of time : we cannot wonder at the yet additional 
FacT; that those, who admitted Paul’s divine in- 
spiration, should follow Paul’s recorded example. 

(2.) Another remarkable instance of prayer, 
addressed, on the part of the same Apostle, to the 
Son conjointly with the Father, occurs in the first 
Epistle to the Thessalonians, which was written in 
the yet earlier year 52. 

Now our God and Father himself, and our LorD 
JESUS CHRIST, DIRECT OUR WAY UNTO YOU: and THE 
LORD MAKE YOU TO INCREASE AND ABOUND IN LOVE 
ONE TOWARD ANOTHER '. 

Here, to the Lord Jesus Christ, prayer is offered 


1 1 Thessal. ii. 11, 12. 
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up, conjointly with God the Father: first, that he, 
the same Lord Jesus Christ, would direct the 
Apostle’s way to the Thessalonians ; and, secondly, 
that the Lord, evidently the Lord mentioned im- 
mediately before or still the same Lord Jesus 
Christ, would make the Thessalonians to increase 
and abound in all mutual charity. 

3. St. Paul’s invocation of Christ, however, had, 
in the year 33, been anticipated by the proto- 
martyr Stephen. 

They stoned Stephen, 1NVOCATING AND SAYING : 
LORD JESUS, RECEIVE MY SPIRIT. And he kneeled 
down, and cried with a loud voice: LORD, LAY NOT 
THIS SIN TO THEIR CHARGE’. 

With respect to the prayer offered up by Ste- 
phen, it was plainly no other than a strict and 
proper act of adoration. | 

At a time when men are most anxious about the 
success of their petitions, in the hour of death and 
on the verge of the grave, the protomartyr is said 
to have invocated the Lord Jesus: and the sub- 


1 Acts vii. 59, 60. As Stephen besought the Lord Jesus 
not to lay the sin of his murder to the charge of the Jews who 
stoned him: so, in the year 186, Justin Martyr attests, that 
Christians were accustomed to pray on behalf of the Jews, 
that they might obtain mercy from Christ. 

Kal, wpoc rovrotg raowv, ebydueOa brép ipwr, iva édenOijre 
tro rov Xptorov. Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 258. 

The necessary turn of Justin’s language shews, that Christ 
was the person to whom this liturgical intercessory prayer was 
addressed. 

10 
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stance of his prayer was, partly that Christ would 
receive his spirit, and partly that he would not 
impute the sin of murder to his executioners. 

This prayer and this conduct of the dying 
Stephen are, by an inspired historian, recorded, 
for the instruction of the Church in all succeeding 
ages. 

. Now, for such a purpose, they might have been 
recorded in two several ways. 

If the act of Stephen, in praying to Christ, had 
been an act of idolatry : the circumstances, attend- 
ant upon his death, might have been wituperatively 
recorded, for the timely warning and admonition 
of the Church. 

Or, on the other hand, if his invocation of Christ 
were strictly in the line of his duty: the circum- 
stances of his martyrdom might have been deli- 
vered down to posterity, as altogether free from 
blame, for the simple purpose of instruction and. 
encouragement. 

What, then, is the plan, which we find to have 
been adopted by the sacred historian ? 

All the facts, attendant upon the martyrdom of 
Stephen, are minutely related. But not a single 
word of censure drops from the pen of the his- 
torian, though he knew that his writings were 
destined to be imperishable. 

The argument, which, from the death of St. 
John down to the session of the first Nicene 
Council, the early believers could not but have 
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built upon such a circumstance, lies within very 
narrow compass. 

Stephen either was, or was not, guilty of idolatry. 

If he was guilty: then an inspired writer (a 
writer, moreover, who is generally supposed to 
have been under the special direction of the 
actual eye-witness Paul’) has, most lamentably, 
though most unaccountably, neglected his bounden 
duty, and sinned grievously against God, in relat- 
ing the martyrdom of Stephen, certainly without 
the least vituperation, and apparently with full 
and unmixed approbation. . 

If he was not guilty: then the invocation of 
Christ 1s our bounden duty ; and, by a necessary 
consequence, Christ must be very God. For the 
invocation of a creature cannot but be idolatry: 
and idolatry cannot but be unlawful *. 


* See Acts vii. 58. viii. 1. xxi. 20. 

* The adoration of the Son had already been even enjoined 

by the express voice of prophetic anticipation. 
_ Serve Jehovah with fear: and rejoice with trembling. Kuss 
the Son, lest he be angry; and ye perish from the way, when 
his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they, that 
put their trust in him. Psalm i. 11, 12. 

The word kiss, as is evident, both from the whole context 
of the clause which contains it, and from the parallel mode in 
which the same word is elsewhere used by the writers of the 
Old Testament, is here used in the sense of divine adoration. 
Compare 1 Kings xix. 18. Job xxxi. 26—-28. Hos. xiii. 2. 

Hence the divine adoratwn of the Son is even expressly 
enjoined by an inspired writer, who flourished long anterior to 
the days of the Apostles. 
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4, The naked Fact, that Stephen and Paul and 
John all invocated or addressed prayers to Christ, 
is indisputable ; and the naked Fact that John ex- 
hibited the whole creation as offering up praise and 
thanksgiving to the Son conjoinily with the Father, 
is equally indisputable : because the racts them- 
selves, however we may be pleased to understand 
them, are distinctly and specifically recorded. 

Hence, if these Jeaders of the Church both in- 
vocated Christ and inculcated the invocation of 
Christ, we may be morally certain: that their im- 
mediate contemporaries, like their successors 
throughout the second and third centuries, would 
do the same. 

That such, accordingly, was the Fact, the writ- 
ings of the New Testament bear witness most un- 
equivocally. | 

A general descriptive appellation will never be 
conferred upon any collective body of men, or at 
least no collective body of men will freely assume 
such an appellation, unless real and familiar cir- 
cumstances shall furnish an abundantly sufficient 
reason. 

Now it can scarcely have escaped the notice 
even of the most superficial observer, that pre- 
cisely such an appellation is repeatedly bestowed 
upon the primitive Christians by the writers of the 
New Testament. 

When, in the year 35, the converted persecutor 
Saul began zealously to preach Christ: Adl that 
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heard him, we are told, were amazed, and said; Is 
not this he, that destroyed THEM WHICH CALLED ON 
THIS NAME in Jerusalem '. 

In a similar manner, when, in the same year 385, 
Christ commanded ‘Ananias to put his hand on the 
repentant persecutor that he might receive his 
sight, the answer was: Lord, I have heard by many 
of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy sainis 
at Jerusalem ; and here he hath authority, from the 
chief priests, to bind ALL THAT CALL UPON THY 
NAME *. 

Accordingly, in the year 57, the ordinary and 
familiar description of the early believers was 
couched in terms following: ALL THAT IN EVERY 
PLACE CALL UPON THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST OUR 
LORD *. 

(1.) It appears, then : that the general descrip- 
tive appellation of the very first Christians, an 
appellation both assumed by themselves and given 
to them by others, was; THOSE WHO CALL UPON THE 
NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, OF THOSE WHO INVOCATE THE 
NAME OF JESUS CHRIST *. 

But such an appellation could neither have been 
. bestowed.upon them nor assumed by them, unless 
it had fully corresponded with their confessed and 
well known universal practice. 


1 Acts ix. 21. 
2 Acts ix. 13, 14. 
> 1 Corinth. i. 2. written A. D. 57. 


* Of emckadobpevor rd Svopa "Incov Xprorod 
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We may be sure, therefore: that, from the very 
apostolic age itself, a// the primitive believers were, 
in their ordinary prayers, accustomed to call upon 
or to invocate the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Accordingly, as an exemplification of the prac- 
tice involved in the appellation, we find Stephen, 
in the article of death, doing this precise thing. 
For, in the greek original, the very same word is 
used ; to describe, both the invocation employed 
by Stephen in particular, and the invocation em- 
ployed by all Christians in general '. 

(2.) We must observe, however, that the appel- 
lation does not merely establish a FacT: we must 
carefully note, that, in truth, it does much more. 

When the appellation proceeds from the mouth 
of Paul or of Ananias, and when it occurs in the 
midst of a speech addressed to Christ himself: it 
not only establishes a-ract ; but, with those who 
hold the divine origin of the Gospel, it likewise 
establishes THE THEOLOGICAL CORRECTNESS OF A 
PRACTICE. 

For, if the invocation of Christ were idolatry, 
Paul and Ananias could only have employed the 


1 "Exccadovpevov kal Aéyovra. Acts vii. 59. Luv wae roic 
éwtkadoupeévore TO Ovopa Tov Kupiov iar Incov Xpiorov. 1 Cor. 
i. 2. | 

The subject of the divine adoration of Christ, as recorded 
in the New Testament, is resumed below, book ii. chap. 7, 
for the purpose of meeting the objections of the modern School 
of Humanitarianism. 
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appellation, and Christ himself could only have 
heard the appellation, to bestow, upon the unholy 
practice of plain necessity involved in it, a most 
severe and indignant and well-merited censure. 
But we find not, that the slightest vituperation 
escaped the lips either of Christ or of his delegated 
servants. On the contrary, the mode, in which 
the appellation is heard by the former and em- 
ployed by the latter, clearly demonstrates, that, by 
an authority from which with Christians lies no 
appeal, the practice was deemed, not only justifia- 
ble, but even the bounden duty of every sound 
believer. Yet the religious invocation of a crea- 
ture cannot but be idolatry: and idolatry, we 
know, is reprehended, in the very strongest terms, 
throughout Holy Scripture. Hence, on the prin- 
ciple so judiciously laid down by Dr. Priestley him- 
self, it will follow: that Zhe apostolically uncen- 
sured practice of the primitive Church involves, of 
very necessity, the reception of the doctrine of Christ's 
proper divinity *. 


1 See above, book i. chap. 4. in init. 

Dr. Priestley, it will be recollected, not only made the 
positive assertion, that Christians did not at first pray to 
Christ, but prayed habitually to the Father onty: he also 
employed this positive assertion of an alleged notorious histori- 
cal ract, as the avowed basis of an argument against the 
doctrine of Christ’s divinity. 

Numerous Antitrinitarians, who implicitly build, not upon 
their own personal researches, but upon the good faith of 
their teachers, have, I make no doubt, admitted Dr. Priest- 

VOL. I. I 
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XVIII. Accordingly, as St. John, the last sur- 
vivor of the Apostolic College, bequeathed to the 
Catholic Church, at the commencement of the 
second century, the practice of worshipping the 
Son conjointly with the Father and the prophetic 
Spirit : so, in the last-written of the four Gospels, 
did he likewise bequeath to the Catholic Church 
the only sound and intelligible rationale, on which 
the Son could be at all worshipped and invocated. 

Three years after the death of St. John, it was, 
by the lapsed, deposed before Pliny: that Chrest- 
tans, in the course of their religious worship, statedly 
recited hymns to Christ as to God. 

In exact harmony with this deposition, St. John 
teaches us: that Zhe Word, who became incarnate 
in the man Christ Jesus, was himself God with God, 
through whom the universe was created’. Whence 
it obviously follows: that Christ, as being God tn- 
carnate, was doubtless the proper object of that 
divine adoration, which the inspired Apostle both 
recorded and performed. 

_ With respect to the remarkable exordium of 
St. John’s Gospel, the primitive Church Catholic 
understood it precisely as it is still understood by 
the Catholic Church of the present day. As the 
Church worshipped ; so the Church, receiving her 
doctrine from the Apostles, interpreted. Her 


ley’s historical yacr as a matter quite undeniable, and have 
thence credulously assented to his conciusion from it. 
1 Johni. 1—18. 
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practice and her exposition, originating from the 
same authority, perfectly corresponded. Justin, 
Hippolytus, Athenagoras, Theophilus of Antioch, 
Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, 
Novatian, and Dionysius of Alexandria, all under- 
stood the passage, not as Mr. Lindsey or Dr. 
Priestley or Mr. Belsham would variously, each 
according to his own mere unsupported dogmatism, 
recommend us to understand it; but as, under the 
precise aspect of a rule of truth in the Church, it 
was expounded by the venerable Irenéus: and, 
through the single intervening link of his master 
Polycarp, Irenéus received his theology direct from 
the Apostle John himself’. 


1 For the above specified authorities in full, see below, 
Append. i. numb. 1. text 12. 

As the jarring interpretations of the exordium of St. John’s 
Gospel, propounded by the mutually irreconcileable doctors of 
the modern Humanitarian School, rest severally upon a 
foundation not more solid, than the mere arbitrary dogmatism 
of their respective propounders: so NoT ANY ONS of these in- 
terpretations, whether proposed by Mr. Lindsey or Dr. Priest- 
ley or Mr. Belsham, was, either known to, or received by, the 
primitive Church Catholic. In the writings of the early Ante- 
nicene Fathers, Not A VESTIGE of any one of these recent un- 
supported figments can be discovered. See Lindsey's Sequel 
to Apol. p. 129-141. Priestley’s Hist. of Early Opin. In- 
trod. sect. v. Works, vol. vi. p. 42, 438. New Testam. in an 
Improv. Vers. by Belsham. in loc. 

Departing with a high hand from the recorded interpretation 
of the primitive Church quite up to the times of the Apostles, 
the doctors of the modern Humanitarian School cannot even 


12- 
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agree among themselves what exposition they shall substitute 
in its place. Dr. Priestley is in one story: Mr. Lindsey, in 
another: and Mr. Belsham, ina third. Let their respective 
living admirers produce, if they be able, even a shadow of 
tangible evidence, that any one of the mutually discordant 
glosses, commonly received on the strength of mere dogmatism 
by our readily acquiescent Antitrinitarians, gives the real 
sense of the passage. Certainly, I could never yet discover 
any more cogent reason for adopting the interpretation either 
of Mr. Lindsey or Dr. Priestley or Mr. Belsham, than that 
each severally thinks his own interpretation to be the true one. 
Now this, so far as I can perceive, is mere naked unadulterated 
dogmatism. Where, that we should receive it, is the convinc- 
ing force of an interpretation, which rests solely on the un- 
supported self-persuaston of its contriver ? 

Under the aspect of collateral evidence, I take this oppor- 
tunity of stating: that the Platonist Amelius, who flourished 
in the third century, exhibits himself, as understanding the ex- 
ordium of St. John’s Gospel precisely as it is now understood 
by all who receive the doctrine of the Trinity. 

To such a sense of the passage, this unprejudiced and un- 
biassed judge was doubtless conducted, partly by the obvious- 
ness of its natural import, and partly by finding that it was thus 
universally expounded by the whole Christian Church. 

Kal ovrog dpa qv 6 Adyos, xa®’ bv det dvra ra yivdpeva Eyi- 
vero, we ay Kal 6 ‘Hpdxdetrog diweoete, cat v7) de by 6 BapBapoc 
diwi éy ry rite dpyiic ratec re kal draklg xaBeornxéra wpoc Ocoy 
elvat, Kal Oedy elvar O° ov wavO dadGc yeyevfijcOa’ ev J ro 
yevopevoy Civ, kal Cw, kal dv mepuxéva, Kal cig ra cwpara 
alirrecy, cal capka évdvadpevor, pavrdalecBa &vOpwroy pera cal 
rov rnvuaira dexview Tic picewe TO peyadeiov, apéAer Kal 
dvahvOévra warty droBeoto8a, Kal Ocdy elvat, oloc hy apo 
Tov sig TO owpa Kai rv odpxa kal rov &vOpwroy KxaraxOjrac. 
Amel. apud Euseb. Prep. Evan. lib. xi. c. 17. p. 317, $18. 
Lutet. Stephan. 1544. 


CHAPTER V. 


RESPECTING THE TESTIMONY AFFORDED TO THE FACT 
OF THE POSITIVE ANTIQUITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF 
THE TRINITY AND THE GODHEAD OF CHRIST, BY 
ANCIENT APOLOGIES AND OFFICIAL EPISTLES AND 
OTHER PUBLIC DOCUMENTS OF THE EARLY CHURCH. 


Amonc the primitive Christians, nothing was more 
common, than to publish what were called Apo- 
logies or rather (according to the propriety of our 
english idiom) Defences. 

In the composition of these Works, some accre- 
dited champion of the common faith stepped forth : 
and, appearing as the acknowledged representative 
of his brethren, described and vindicated, in the 
general name of the Church, those doctrines, 
which, by common consent, were universally 
taught and believed. 

The evidence, afforded by such Works, seems 
perfectly unexceptionable. 

For, on the one hand, if either the whole Church, 
or an immense majority of the Church, differed 
radically in sentiment from the Apologist: they, 
clearly, would never have acknowledged the offi- 
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cious defence so impertinently obtruded upon the 
world in their behalf. 

And, again, on the other hand, no Apologist 
could well have been hardy enough to introduce 
into his Apology, under the professed aspect of the 
familiar and universally admitted doctrines of the 
Church, certain notoriously mere novel tenets of 
his own devising : which, he was conscious, were 
not only zot the received doctrines of his fellow- 
believers, but were even strenuously and (with the 
petty exception of his own little upstart party) 
unanimously abhorred by them. 

In the same class with the ancient Apology 
may be fitly arranged all evidence of a kindred 
description. 

Thus, when, in controversy, an early ecclesias- 
tical writer, speaking in the name of the whole 
Catholic Church, plurally declares, that we now 
hold and wt have always held this or that tenet ; 1 
see not how his testimony can be reasonably dis- 
allowed: both because he would not have dared 
to make such an assertion, had it been palpably 
false; and because, even if he had dared, friends 
and foes alike would have joined in crying out 
against his impudence. | 

Thus also, when a Bishop or a Community or a 
Public Assembly writes and puts forth an official 
letter : if such document shall have been admitted 
and acknowledged by the Church at large, we 
must obviously view it, not as propounding some 
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novel and unauthorised private speculation, but as 
declaring, and thence as openly testifying to, a 
system of doctrine uxswersally familiar and univer- 
sally received. 

In fact, compositions of this kind speak, as it 
were, for themselves. 

As we all instinctively feel, their very tone im- 
ports, on the part of the writer, a full conviction : 
that he is vindicating or declaring opinions, which 
are and always have been held by the Catholic 
Church. They exhibit nothing of the timidity of 
the mere insulated individual : who is consciously 
advancing some new fancy, hitherto unknown, 
and therefore likely to be received with prejudice 
and distrust and suspicion. On the contrary, they 
display all that boldness, which a man invariably 
feels: when he is quite aware, that he speaks the 
sense of his brethren, and that his labours will be 
rewarded by their unequivocal approbation. 

In Works of such-a description, this fone will 
always be distinctly perceived, even by the most 
careless reader : for, in truth, it is impossible, that 
he should of perceive it. 

The tone does not,-indeed, demonstrate Zhe 
abstract truth of the DocTRINE propounded: but. it 
establishes, what at present is my exclusive con- 
cern, The historical ract that the writer speaks the 
familiar sentunents of the communion to which he 
belongs. | 


Such a fone, for instance, alike pervades the 


120 THE APOSTOLICITY [BOOK I. 


controversial Works of Horsley and of Priestley. 
With the abstract truth of either of the THEOLOGI- 
CAL sYsTEMs which those two authors advocate, it 
has obviously no sort of connection: yet, to a 
naked HisToRICAL FACT, it affords that species of 

internal evidence, which every reader involuntarily — 
feels to be altogether irresistible. In point of 
DOCTRINE, this reader may symbolise with Horsley, 
and that reader may agree with Priestley. But, 
I suppose, there never yet was a reader, let his 
doctrinal opinions be what they may, who, from 
the very tone of the compositions in question, was 
not quite satisfied, in his own mind, as to the bare 
Fact: that Horsley spoke the familiar sentiments of 
the Church which he adorned, and that Priestley 
spoke the familiar sentiments of the School which still 
-wenerates his memory. Each is viewed, not as a 
solitary theoriser, but as the accredited representa- 
tive of a community; not as an insulated inter- 
preter, but as the organ and champion of a party. 
In short, were a person gravely to urge, that these 
two writers advanced nothing more than their 
respective individual speculations, and that the 
several doctrinal systems of the Anghcan Church 
and of the Humanitarian School were by no means 
exhibited in their opposing controversial produc- 
tions ; were he yet additionally to contend, that 
the Church of the stout Trinitarian Prelate was 
decidedly antitrinitarian, and that the School of 
the strenuous Antitrinitarian Divine was vehe- 
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mently trinitartan: we should be apt to pronounce 
such a whimsical theorist nothing better than a 
moon-struck vender of hopeless paradoxes. 

My present class of witnesses, then, will be 
taken, from the.authors of the ancient Apologies, 
and from the conducters of the ancient contro- 
versies, and from the writers of the official Epistles 
and other public documents of the early Church : 
and, in successively adducing them, I shall still 
continue to observe that retrograde chronological 
order which I have hitherto judged it most expe- 
dient to adopt. 

I. According to such an arrangement, let us 
first hear Arnobius : who flourished about the year 
303, and who has left us a controversial Work in 
defence of Christianity against Paganism. 

If Christ were God, they olyect: why did he ap- 
pear in a human form ; and why was he put to death 
after the manner of a man? 

To this I reply: Could that Power, which is tn- 
visible and which has no bodily substance, introduce 
itself into the world and be present at the councils 
of men, in any other way, than by assuming some 
integument of more solid matter, which even to the 
dullest eye-sight might be capable of visibility ?—He 
assumed, therefore, the form of man, and shut up 
his power under the similitude of our race: in order 
that he might be viewed and seen; in order that he 
might utter words and teach ; in order that he might 
execute all those matters, for the sake of perform- 
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ing which he had come into the world by the com- 
mand and disposition of the highest Sovereign. 

But they yet further object: that Christ was put 
to death after the manner of a man. 

Not, in absolute strictness of speech, Christ him- 
self; I reply: for that, which ts divine, cannot be 
hiable to death; nor can that, which possesses the 
attribute of perfect unity and simplicity, fall asun- 
der by the dissolution of destruction. Who, then, 
was seen to hang upon the cross? Who was the 
person, that died? Doubtless, the human being, 
whom he had put on, and whom he himself bore in 
conjunction with his own proper self’. 


1 Sed, st Deus, inquiunt, fust Christus: cur forma est in 
hominis visus ; et cur more est interemptus humano ? 

An aliter potuit invisibilis illa vis, et habens nullam substan- 
tiam corporalem, inferre et commodare se mundo, conciliis 
interesse mortalium, quam ut aliquod tegmen materiz solidioris 
assumeret, quod oculorum susciperet injectum, et ubi se figere 
inertissimse posset contemplationis obtutus ?—Assumpsit, igitur, 
hominis formam, et sub nostri generis similitudine potentiam 
suam clausit, ut et videri posset et conspici, verba faceret et 
doceret, atque omnes exequeretur res eas, propter quas in 
mundum venerat faciendas, Summi Regis imperio et dispo- 
sitione servatis.— 

Sed more est hominis interemptus. 

Non ipse: neque enim cadere divinas in res potest mortis 
occasus : nec, interitionis dissolutione, dilabi id, quod est unum 
et simplex nec ullarum partium congregatione compactum. 

ergo, visus in patibulo pendere : quis mortuus est ? 
m induerat, et secum ipse portabat. Arnob. adv. 
p. 37, 38. See also lib. i. p. 41. 
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II. We may next hear the official letter, ad- 
dressed to Paul of Samosata, by the Fathers of the 
Council of Antioch which sat in the year 269. 

This the begotten Son, the only-begotten Son, 
who is the image of the invisible God; begotten be- 
fore the whole creation ; the Wisdom and the Word 
and the Power of God ; who existed before the worlds ; 
not by mere foreknowledge, but in substance and in 
person, God, the Son of God: him having known 
both in the Old and in the New Covenant, we confess 
and we preach. 

But, whosoever shall contend agastnst us, that we 
ought to believe and to confess that the Son of God 
was not God before the foundation of the world ; 
alleging, that, tf the Son of God be preached as 
God, two Gods are preached: this person we deem 
an alien from the ecclesiastical canon. And, with 
us, all the Catholic Churches agree’. 


* Tovrov dé roy Yidy yevynrov, povoyeri Yidv, elxdva rov 
doparov Geod rvyxdvovra, xpwréroxoy waonc xrieewc, Lodlay 
cat Adyor cai Avyapey Ozod, xpd aldvwy dvra, ob rpoyvecet, 
aN’ oboig xal droordcet Gedy, Oeov Yidv, Ev re wadatg cai vég 
deabhuy Eyvwxdrec, dpodoyoupey kai knpvocoper. “Oc & ay dy- 
reyaynrac roy Yiov row Oeod Ocdy pr elvat xpo xarafsodjjc 
kéopov morevety kal duodroyeiy, ddoxwy dvo Oeove xarayyéA- 
AecOat ay 6 Yidg ro Oeod Oeoc xnpvoonrat, rovroy dddérproy 
rov éxxAnovaeruod Kdvovoc iyoupeBa® cal waoat ai xaBodmxal 
éxxAnolac cupgwvovow Hyiv. Epist. Concil. Antioch. apud 
Routh. Rel. Sacr. vol. ii. p. 466. The writers of this letter 
assert, that their doctrine had been preserved in the Catholic 
Church from the very days of the Apostles themselves, down 
even to their own time. 

10 
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III. From the public letter of the Antiochian 
Fathers, let us pass to the Elenchus and Apology 
of Dionysius of Alexandria, as we find some 
fragments of that Work preserved by Athana- 
sius. 

Dionysius presided in the Church of Alexandria 

about the year 260. 

' This Prelate had written against the speculation 
of Sabellius : who maintained, that there was only 
one person in the Godhead, and that Father and 
Son and Spirit were merely varied appellations. 
Eager to confute an opinion which confounded 
the three persons of the Trinity, Dionysius ap- 
pears to have used language, which might import 
that hé divided the substance of the three persons. 
This circumstance led to a charge against him: 
and, in consequence of it, he was requested, by the 
Bishop of Rome and by others of his episcopal 
brethren, distinctly to explain his sentiments. 
With their just request Dionysius readily com- 
plied: and, since his Elenchus and Apology gave 
full satisfaction, we thence sufficiently learn, what 
was the standard doctrine of the Catholic Church 
about the middle of the third century. 

Omitting, says Athanasius, on account of the 
length of the discourse, the greater part of what 
Dionysius says, either in the way of examination, or 
in the way of argument, or in the way of confutation, 
I shall adduce only those things which are necessary 
in regard to the accusation preferred against him. 
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Making, then, his defence, he writes, as follows, in 
the first book of his Elenchus and Apology. 

There never was a time, when God was not a 
Father. : 

In what remains, also, he acknowledges the truth 
of thts position. 

Christ, masmuch as he is the Word and the 
Wisdom and the Power, always existed. For God — 
did not at length beget a Son, as being originally 
ungenerative of these: but only the Son was not 
of himself ; for he derives his being from out of 
the Father. 

And, after a short interval, he again speaks con- 
cerning the same person. 

Inasmuch as he is the effulgence from eternal 
light, he himself likewise is altogether eternal. 
For, since the light always exists, it is manifest, 
that the effulgence likewise must always exist: 
because the existence of light is perceived from 
the circumstance of its emitting an effulgence ; 
and light cannot exist without giving light. But 
let us again have recourse to illustrative examples. 
If there be a sun : there is splendour, there is day. 
But, if there be no such thing: then neither can 
the sun be present. Hence, if the sun were eter- 
nal: there would be day without cessation. But 
now this is not the case. Therefore, when the 
sun begins to shine, day begins: and, when the 
sun ceases to shine, day ceases. God, however, 
is light eternal, neither beginning, nor ending. 
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Consequently, his effulgence, being without com- 
mencement and being eternally generated, is itself 
eternal, and céexists with him eternally.— 

And, yet again, after another short interval, he 
speaks still concerning the same person. 

He, then, is the eternal Son of the eternal 
Father : inasmuch as he is light from light. For, 
since there is a Father: there isalsoaSon. But, 
if there were no Son: how, and of whom, could 
the Father be a Father? Both, however, exist : 
and both exist eternally. 

Again, he adds these following observations. 

Wherefore, since God is light, Christ is the 
effulgence from him: and, since God is a spirit 
(for God, says the sacred writer, is a spirit), the 
Son analogically may be called breath ; for, saith 
he, he is the breath of the Power of God. 

And, in his second book, he yet again remarks. 

The Son alone always cdexists with the Father : 
and he is full of the self-existent : and he himself 
exists, inasmuch as he is from the Father '. 


' Ta peév oby wrelora rév abrov pnudrwy, axep i Cnrayv éke- 
rhle, i ovroyildpevoc ouvaye,  Epwréy bréyyxet, 9 rove xarec- 
pnérac airdrat, raira wapele dtd ro piicoc rév Adywr, pova ra 
wpoc rv karnyoplay dveycaia riOnue. 'Amodoyotpevog rolyvy 
apog éxeiva, ypdgs, ralc Nébeot rabrag év rg rpwTy Te Em- 
ypagopévy "EXéyxov kal ’Arodoylac, ped’ irepa, obrwe. 

Ob yap hv, Gre Gede ov« hy Marhp. 

Kal rovro older év roi kfc. 

"Ael rov Xptordy Adyoy byra xal Zoglay cal Avvduiy' ob yap 
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IV. Contemporary with Dionysius of Alexandria 
was Dionysius of Rome : the Prelate, to whom the 
Elenchus and Apology of his Alexandrian namesake 
was specially addressed, and to whom with his col- 
leagues (as we have seen) it gave entire satisfac- 


6) rovrwy &yovog dy, 6 Oedc elra éxacdoroihoaro’ GAN’ Ere pi 
wap’ cavrov 6 Yidc, AX’ Ex row Warpéc exes ro efvar. 

Kai, per’ ddiya, xadey xepi rod abrov gnealy. 

"Aravyacpa d€ Sv gwrdc aidlov, ravrwe cal abrog &ldide 
éorty* ovrog yap dei rou gwro¢, dijdoy We Eorty del ro dravyacpa’ 
rourgy yap, Sri gic Eort, rg xaravydlew voeirac Kal Poe ob 
dbvarat pt) gwriloy elvac, ade yap 2\Owpey éwl ra wapa- 
delypara. El gory 5 fXuoc, Eorey aby), tori huspa’ el rows- 
roy pindéy ort, wohb ye dei cai wapeivan ffdsov. El peév oby 
didtog 6 frog, Awavorog Gy hy cal § hyuépa. Niv d¢ ob yap 
éorty’ d&ptapuévov re, fiptaro’ Kal, xqvopévov, waverat. ‘O O€ ys 
Oed¢ aidvidy éort gic, ovre dpigpuevoy, ore Njidy wore. Odcovy 
alwyov mpdxerrac kal obvveorty abrg ro dxavyacua dyapyoy xai 
decyevéc.— 

Kai atOec éwdye, per’ ddlya, wept rod abrot Aéyer. 

Otrog ody alwviov row Harpdc wal aldvuc 4 Yidg tory dic ix 
gwrocg Sv. “Ovrog yap yovéws, ore xal réxvov® el d€ py réxvoy 
tin, wie xai rivoc elvac divarae yavetc; "AAN cialy dugw’ xal 
cioly del. 

Elra xddey xpoorlOnos ravra. 

Swrocg pév ody dvrog rov Qeod, 6 Kpsorde tor drabyacpa’ 
nvevparoc o€ Syrog (xvetpa ydp, dgow, 6 Cede), dvddoyer raduy 
6 Xprorog drple Adyerac’ drpic yap, gnow, Eori rijc rov Oeow 
durdpewc. 

Kal, é« rov devrépov, warty gyal. 

Mévoc oe 6 Yiog dei cvvay rg@ Larpl, cal rod Svrog wAnpotpe- 
voc, kal atrdg eorwy dy ex rov Tlarpdéc. Athan. de sent. Dionys. 
eont. Arian. Oper. vol. i. p. 436, 437. Commel. 1600. 
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tion. Part of a controversial Work, written by 
this author against the patripassianising Sabellians, 
has been also preserved by Athanasius. 

I hear, that there are among you some teachers of 
the divine word, who run into an error diametrically 
opposite to that of Sabellius. For he blasphemously 
asserts the Son to be identical with the Father: but 
they, in a manner, set forth three Gods in three alien 
essences altogether separate from each other, thus 
dividing the sacred Unity. Now the divine Word 
must inevitably be united with the God of all things: 
and the Holy Ghost must inevitably cohere and dwell 
in the Deity. Thus is it altogether necessary: that 
the divine Trinity should unite and coalesce tn one, 
as it were in a certain head, namely the Almighty 
God of the universe.— Wherefore, tt ts no ordinary 
blasphemy, but the very greatest, to say: that the 
Lord was, in any wise, created. For, if the Son 
were made: there would be a time, when he existed 
not. Whereas, he hath existed from all eternity’. 


1 Hérvopat yap elval revag rav rap tpiv carnyourrwy «cal 
dtOackévrwy Tov Oeiov Adyor, ravrnc Lonynrac Tic dpovicewe* 
of xara dtaperpoy, wo Exoc eixeiv, dvyrixewvrac ry ZaPedrAlov 
yropy. ‘O pév yap Braognpsi, abrov rov Yiov elvac déyww 
rov Ilarépa’ ot O& rpeic Oeovc rpdrov riva xnpirrovaty ei¢ rpEeic 
broordocic Lévac, dAAhAwY Tavrarace Kexwpropévac, Ccaipovyrec 
thy ‘Ayiay Movdéda. ‘Hyiioba yap dvayxn re Oey rev drwy 
tov Oetov Adyor’ éudthoxwpety dé re Oey Kal éEvdcarraoBac Cet 
ro “Aytov IIvetpa* on cal rv Oelay Tpiada tic Eva, dowep tic 
Kopughy reva, roy Oeov rav Gdwy rov wayroxpdropa, Aéyw, ovy- 


Kegaraovebal re kal cvvdyecOat, raoa dvdyxn.—Bracgnpoy 
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V. Cyprian was elected Bishop of Carthage in 
the year 248: and he suffered martyrdom in the 
year 258. During the period which elapsed be- 
tween these two years, he had occasion to send 
forth many writings of a public or official nature. 
From them, therefore, we may gain some insight 
into the doctrines respecting the Godhead, at that 
time received by the Church as indisputable christ- 
jan verities. 

He, who breaks the peace and concord of Christ, 
acts against Christ. He, who gathers beside the 
Church, scatters Christ's Church. The Lord says: 
L and the Father are one thing. And again, con- 
cerning the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, 
tt es written: And these three are one thing’. 

The Lord, after his resurrectton, sending forth 
kis disciples, instructed and taught them, how they 
ought to baptise ; saying: Go therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptesing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. He in- 


sinuates the Trinity, in whose sacrament the nations 


oby ob ro ruyoy, péytoroy per ody, xeiporoinroy rpdérov Tiva 
héyery rov Kipwy. El yap yéyovey Vids, fv bre obx hy det 
éé¢ iv. Dion. Rom. cont. Sabell. apud Athan. Synod. Nicen. 
eont. her. Arian. Deeret. Oper. vol. i. p. 421, 422. 

* Qui pacem Christi et concordiam rumpit, adversus Christum 
facit. Qui alibi preeter Ecclesiam colligit, Christi Ecclesiam 
spargit. Dicit Dominus: Ego et Pater unum sumus. Et ite- 
rum, de Patre et Filio et Spiritu Sancto, scriptum est: Et hi 
tres unum sunt. Cyprian. de Unit. Eccles. Oper. vol. i. p. 109. 
Oxon. 1682. 
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should be baptised.—Now, if any one could be bap- 
tised with heretics, he might also obtain remission of 
sins. But, tf he obtained remission of sins, and was 
sanctified, and was made the temple of God: I ask, 
Of what God? If of the Creator ; he, who believed 
not in him, could not be his temple: uf of Christ ; 
neither could he, who denies Christ to be God, become 
the temple of Christ: if of the Holy Ghost ; since 
the three are one thing, how could the Holy Ghost 
be placable to him, who is an enemy either of the 
Father or of the Son ?—In fine, when after the 
resurrection the Apostles are sent by the Lord to the 
nations, they are commanded to baptise the geniiles, 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost. How then do some assert, both with- 
out the Church and against the Church, that a 
gentile, provided only he be baptised any where and 
any how in the name of Christ, can obtain remission 
of sins: when Christ himself commanded, that the 
nations should be baptised in the full and united 
Trinity ' ? 

* Dominus enim, post resurrectionem discipulos suos mittens, 
quemadmodum baptizare deberent, instituit et docuit, dicens: 
Data est miht omnis potestas in coelo et in terra: Ite ergo, et 
docete gentes omnes, baptizantes eos in nomine Patris et Filtt et 
Spiritus Sancti. Insinuat Trinitatem, cujus sacramento gentes 
baptizarentur.—Nam, si baptizari quis apud heereticos potuit ; 
utique et remissam peccatorum consequi potuit. Si peccatorum 
remissam consecutus est, et sanctificatus est, et templum Dei 


factus est: quero, Cujus Dei? Si Creatoris; non potuit, qui 
in eum non credidit : si Christi; nec hujus fieri potest templum, 
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VI. Hippolytus, the pupil of Irenéus, who re- 
ceived his theology from St. John through the 
medium of Polycarp, flourished about the year 
220. The statements, contained in his contro- 
versial Works, may justly be referred to the pre- 
sent class of testimonies. 

Why was the temple desolated ?—Because the 
Jews put to death the Son of the Benefactor: for he 
+s coeternal with the Father’. 

This, then, 1s the Word, who was openly shewn 
to us. Wherefore we behold the incarnate Word: 
we apprehend the Father through him: we believe in 
the Son: we adore the Holy Ghost’. 


qui negat Deum Christum : si Spiritus Sancti; cum tres unum 
sunt, quomodo Spiritus Sanctus placatus esse ei potest, qui aut 
Patris aut Filii inimicus est ?—Denique, ubi post resurrec- 
tionem a Domino Apostoli ad gentes mittuntur; tn nomine 
| Patris et Filts et Spiritus Sancti baptizare gentiles jubentur. 
Quomodo ergo quidam dicunt foris extra Ecclesiam imo et 
contra Ecclesiam, modo in nomine Jesu Christi ubicunque et 
quomodocunque gentilem baptizatum, remissionem peccatorum 
consequi posse : quando ipse Christus gentes baptizari jubeat in 
plena et adunata Trinitate? Cyprian. Epist. lxxiii. Oper. 
vol. ii. p. 200, 203, 206. 

* Tivoc yap 6 vadc HonuwOn ;—Ori rov Yidy rov Evepyérou 
éBavdrwoay’ avrog yap éorty 6 rp Harpt avvatccoc. Hippol. 
Demons. adv. Jud. § vii. Oper. vol. ii. p. 4. Hamburg. 1716. 
In another part of the same Work, he styles Christ the true 
God: Ozdc dv GrnOvdc. Ibid. § iv. p. 3. 

* "Apa otrds gory 6 Adyor 6 cal éugaric Sexvipevoc. Odxoiv 
Evoapxoy Adyov Oewpovpev* Tarépa ot’ abrov vootper  Yig de 
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The Father, indeed, is one: but there are two 
persons, because there is also the Son; and the third 
person 1s the Holy Spirit.—For the Father com- 
mands: the Son obeys: the Holy Spirit teaches. 
The Father ts over all: the Son 1s through all: the 
Holy Spirit 1s in all. We cannot. understand the 
one God, otherwise than as we truly believe in the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.—Go, said 
Christ, and teach all nations, baptising them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost. Thus did he shew us, that, whosoever shall 
omit any one of these, he hath not perfectly glorified 
God: for, through this Trinity, the Father is glo- 
rified. The Father willed: the Son performed : the 
Spirit manifested '. 

VII. Tertullian flourished about the year 200. 
Among his various controversial Works from which 


morevoper’ Uvevpare ‘Ayig xpooxvvovper. Hippol. cont. Noet. 
§ xii. Oper. vol. ii. p. 14, 15. 

1 Tlarnp pév yap ele’ apdowra dé Ovo, Gre kal 6 Yidg* ro de 
tpiroy ro “Aywy Ivetpa.—O yap xedXevwrv, Tlarnp' 6 dé oxa- 
Kouwy, Yidg’ ro 6€ ouveriloy,“Aywy Lvedpa. ‘O dy Llargp, éxt 
wavrwy' 6 cé Yidg, da xavrwy’ ro dé Lyevpa”Aywy, éy raow. 
"AdAwe re Eva Geov vopioar pr) Suvdpeba, Zay py Syrwe Larpi 
kai Yip xai ‘Ayig Ivetpare meoretvowper.—LlopevOévrec pabnrev- 
gare wavra Ta 0x, Baxrilovrec avroue sic ro Svopa rou Harpoc 
kat rov Yiov xai rov ‘Aylov Ivevparoc’ dexviwy, 6re mac, S¢ Gy 
éy re rourwy éexrlxy, rerelwc Gedy ox éddiacer® dra yap ritc Tpt- 
adog ravrne Tarjp dofaZerar. Larip yap h0éAncev’ Yidc éxol- 
noev® Mvevpa tpavépwoev. Haoat rolyvy ai ypagai wept rovrou 


knpvaoover. Hippol. cont. Noet. § xiv. Oper. vol. ii. p.. 15, 16. 
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it were easy to produce testimonies sufficient to 
fill a volume, he composed, in the name of the 
suffering Church at large, a public Apology, ad- 
dressed to the reigning Emperors in their character 
of Pontifices Maxim: : and to this I shall at present 
confine myself. 

The Word, we saY, was produced out of God: 
and, in his prolation, was generated. From the 
unity of substance, therefore; he is called both God 
and The Son: for God is a spirit. Moreover, as, 
when a ray is projected from the solar orb, tt is a 
portion from the whole ; though the sun will be in 
the ray because it 1s a ray of the sun, nor ts the sub- 
stance separated but extended: so ts the Word, 
Spirit from Spirit, and God from God.— What hath 
proceeded from God, 1s both God and the Son of 
God: and they two are one God’. 

VIII. My next testimonies shall be extracted 
from the Ewxhortation to the Gentiles, written by 
Clement of Alexandria who lived about the year 
194. 

This ancient Father professed to be a scholar 
of Pantenus: who, by some of the early theolo- 


* Hunc ex Deo prolatuni picivs, et prolatione generatum, 
et idcirco Filtum et Deum dictum ex unitate substantie: nam 
et Deus spiritus. Etiam, cum radius ex sole porrigitur, portio 
ex summa ; sed sol erit in radio quia solis est radius, nec sepa- 
ratur substantia sed extenditur: ita de spiritu spiritus, et de 
Deo Deus.—Quod de Deo profectum est Deus est et Dei Filius : 
et unus ambo. Tertull. Apol. adv. gent. Oper. p. 850. 


134 THE APOSTOLICITY [BOOK 1. 


gians, is said to have been a disciple of the Apos- 
tles ; and who, doubtless, conversed with the 
Fathers denominated apostolical. He himself de- 
- elares : that those, who had received their doctrinal 
instruction from the Apostles Peter and James and 
John and Paul, had survived, through God's bless- 
ing, down even to his own time'. And this matter 
is quite possible in chronology: for Clement is 
thought to have died about the year 220; and 
those, who had been taught by the Apostles might 
have been alive in the year 150. 

Because the Word was from above, he both was 
and 1s the divine principle of all things.—This 
Word, the Christ, was both the cause of our original 
existence, for he was in God ; and also the cause of 
our well-existence, for this very Word hath now 
appeared unto men, he alone being both God and 
man: from whom having learned to live virtuously, 
we are sent forward on our road toward eternal life. 
For, according to that divinely inspired Apostle of 
our Lord, The grace of God, that bringeth salvation, 
hath appeared to all men ; teaching us, that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly 
righteously and godly in this present world, looking 

for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of 
our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. This is 
the new song’, the manifestation of the Word who was 
in the beginning and who preexisted: which mani- 


* See Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. i. Oper. p. 274, 275. 
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Sestion hath now shone out in us.. For the préexistent 
Saviour hath appeared close at hand. He hath 
appeared, who ts in him that is: because the Word, 
who was with God, hath appeared as our teacher ; 
for whom all things have been created. The Word, 
who as our Creator gave us, with the act of fashion- 
ing us, life in the beginning, hath taught us also to 
live well: appearing as our instructor, in order that 
hereafter as God he might conduct us to eternal life '. 

Believe, then, O man, in him who is both man and 
God: believe, O man, in the living God, who egy eee 
and who is adored’. 


1 "AAN’, Gre per hy 6 Adyoc dvwOerv, apy? Oeia rév wavrwy hy 
re kal éorcv.—Otrog yor 6 Adyog 6 Xptorog, cai rov elvat radar 
hed (fv yap évy Oeg), xalrov ed elvarc. Niv dy éxepavyn av- 
Opwxorg avroc ovrocg 6 Adyog, 6 povog &ugw, Sede re kat &yOpw- 
moc, andvrwyv huty airwog &yabeyv* wap’ ov ro eb Lyy éxdidac- 
Kopevot, cic aidtov Lwhvy rapareuropueOa. Kara yap rov Oeore- 
eov Exeivoy rov Kupiov drdarodov, ‘H yapic rov Oeov h owrhptoc 
xdow dyOpwroic érepayn, wadevovoa hudc, iva, doynodpevot ry 
doéBeay cal rac koopa éxOuplac, cwopdvwe cat duxaiwe kai 
ebacBac Cnowpev tv re viv aij xpocdexdpevar ry paxaplay 
édxlda xai éwepdveray ric Sdin¢e rou peyddou Osod cal owrijpoc 
pov Incov Xprorod. Totré éore rd dopa ro xatvov, t éxipa- 
veta, } viv éxAauaca éy piv, rov éy dpyy dvroc cal mpodvroc 
Adyouv. *Exepavn d& Evayxoc 6 mpowy owrhp’ Exepavn 6 év re 
yrt Oy, Gre 6 Adyog, S¢ hv wpdc rov Gedy, diddoxadog éxegavn, @ 
Ta wavra dednpuovpynra. Adyog 6 kal ro Cay Ev dpyn pera rou 
xrdoat Tapacywy, we Snpeoupyos, ro ev Cy edidaker, Emipavele 
wo diddoxadog, iva ro del Lav borépov we Ode xopnyhon. Clem. 
Alex. Protreps. Oper. p. 5, 6. 

- 3 TIiorevooy, dvOpwre, dvOpwxy xai Oeg' Ticrevoov, dvOpwre, 


10 
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The Lord—is the divine Word, the most evidently 
true God, who ts equalled to the Lord of all things : 
because he was his Son, and the Word was in God’. 

IX. From the attestation of Clement of Alex- 
andria, we may proceed to that of Irenéus of 
Lyons, the scholar of Polycarp the disciple of 
St. John. 

This we shall find, stil] to the same effect, mn 
the controversial Work, which, with the approba- 
tion of the Catholic Church, that eminent Prelate, 
about the year 175, published against the existing 
heresies. 

Man is a temperament of soul and body. He was 
formed according to the likeness of God: and he was 
fashioned by his hands. That is to say: he was 
fashioned through his Son and through his Spirit ; 
to whom also he said, Let us make man’. 


re wa0dyrt kai xpooxuvovptyve Sep Lorre. Clem. Alex. Pro- 
treps. Oper. p. 66. 

* "O Kuptoc,— 6 Beiog Adyoc, 6 pavepwraroc dyrwe Oeog, 0 Te 
dcordry trav Edwv élrowBeic? re hy Yidg abrov, cat o Adyoc Ay 
éy rp Oeg. Clem. Alex. Protreps. Oper. p. 68. 

4 Homo est autem temperatio anime et carnis, qui secundum 
similitudinem Dei formatus est, et per manus ejus plasmatus 
est; hoc est per Filium et Spiritum, quibus et dixit, Facsamus 
hominem. Iren. adv. her. lib. iv. preef. p. 232. 

In another place, Irenéus states it to be sound doctrine, that 
the Son is the measure of the Father's tmmensity: a tenet, 
plainly incompatible with any scheme which denies to the Son 
complete and essential divinity. 

Et bene, qui dixit ipsum immensum Patrem in Filio mensu- 


CHAP. V. ] OF TRINITARIANISM. 137 


The Son, ministering in all things to the Father, 
operates from the beginning even to the end: and, 
without him, no one can know God. For the Son is 
the knowledge of the Father: but the knowledge of 
the Son in the Father is revealed through the Son. 
On account of this, the Lord said: No one knoweth 
the Son, but the Father; nor the Father, but the 
Son and he to whom the Son shall have revealed 
him. The expression, Shall have revealed, ts em- 
ployed, not only with reference to futurity ; as if the 
Word did but begin then to mantfest the Father when 
he was born from Mary: but i regards, in common, 
an extension through all time. For the Son, from 
the beginning, standing near to his own handy-work, 
reveals the Father unto all, to whom the Father 
willeth, and when he willeth, and as he willeth. 
Therefore, in all and through all, there is one God 
the Father, and one Word, and one Son, and one 
Spirit, and one faith and salvation to all who believe 
in him’. 


ratum. Mensura enim Patris Filius, quoniam et capit eum. 
Iren. adv. her. lib. iv. c. 8. p. 287. 

? Omnia autem Filius administrans Patri perficit ab initio 
usque ad finem: et, sine illo, nemo potest cognoscere Deum. 
Agnitio, enim, Patris Filius: agnitio autem Filii in Patre, et 
per Filium revelata. Et, propter hoc, Dominus dicebat : Nemo 
cognoscit Filum, nist Pater ; neque Patrem, nist Fileus, et qut- 
buscunque Filius revelaverit. WRevelaverit, enim, non solum in 
futurum dictum est, quasi tunc inciperet Verbum manifestare 
Patrem cum de Maria natus: sed communiter, per totum tem- 
pus, positum est. Ab initio, enim, assistens Filius suo plasmati 
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The angels neither made us nor fashioned us: nor 
could the angels make the image of God: nor could 
any virtue, far remote from the Father of the uni- 
verse, make it: nor could any other, save only the 
Word of God. For God wanted none of these to 
make, what he himself within himself had predeter- 
‘mined should be made ; as if he had not his own pro- 
per hands. Because with him are ever present, his 
Word and his Wisdom, his Son and his Spirit, 
through whom and in whom he freely and spontane- 
ously made all things: to whom likewise he spake, 
when he said ; Let us make man after our image 
and likeness '. | 

Man was made and fashioned after the image and 
likeness of God who is uncreated: the Father ap- 
proving ; the Son ministering and forming ; the 
Spirit nourishing and augmenting ’®. 


revelat omnibus Patrem, quibus vult, et quando vult, et quem- 
admodum vult, Pater: et, propter hoc, in omnibus et per omnia, 
unus Deus Pater, et unum Verbum, et unus Filius, et unus 
Spiritus, et una fides et salus omnibus credentibus in eum. 
Iren. adv. heer. lib. iv. c. 14. § 6. p. 242. 

* Non angeli fecerunt nos, nec nos plasmaverunt; nec angeli 
potuerunt imaginem facere Dei; nec alius quis, preter Verbum 
Domini; nec virtus longé absistens a Patre universorum. Nec 
enim indigebat horum Deus ad faciendum, que ipse apud se 
preefinierat fierl ; quasi ipse suas non haberet manus. Adest 
enim ei semper, Verbum et Sapientia, Filius et Spiritus; per 
quos et in quibus omnia liberé et sponté fecit: ad quos et 
loquitur, dicens ; Faciamus hominem ad imaginem et similitu- 
dinem nostram. Iren. adv. heer. lib. iv. c. 37. § 2. p. 266. 

* Talis factus et plasmatus homo secundum imaginem et 
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Through the hands of the Father, that ts, through 
the Son and the Spirit, man was made according to 
the likeness of God’. 

X. Contemporaneously with Irenéus, or about 
the year 174, flourished the attic Athenagoras. 

This learned individual is said to have been 
converted to Christianity by the mere perusal of 
the Scriptures. His Apology or Legation, on be- 
half of his brethren in the faith, 1s, by some critics, 
thought to have been addressed to the Emperors 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus and Lucius Aurelius 
Commodus: but, by others, it is supposed to have 
been presented to the Emperors Marcus Antoninus 
and Lucius Verus. 

The testimony, which it bears to the doctrine of 
the Church at that period, is eminently valuable, 
both on account of its remarkable precision, and 
likewise on account of its containing a distinct 
assertion even in so many words that the author 
accurately propounded the doctrine which then 
was universally received among Christians. 

That we are not atheists, has sufficiently been de- 
monstrated by me: inasmuch as WE worship one un- 


similitudinem constituitur infecti Dei: Patre quidem bene sen-. 
tiente; Filio veré ministrante et formante ; Spiritu verd nutri- 
ente et augente. Iren. adv. heer. lib. iv. c. 75. § 3. p. 310. 

1 Per manus enim Patris, id est, per Filium et Spiritum, fit 
homo secundum similitudinem Dei. Iren. adv. her. lib. v. 
c. 8. § 1. p. 322. See also lib. v. c. 23. § 5. p. 358. lib. il. 
ce. 55. § 4. p. 157. ; 
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produced and eternal and invisible and impassible 
Being, who. by the mind and reason alone can be 
comprehended, and who through the agency of his 
own Word created and arranged and compacted the 
unwuerse ; for WE receive also the Son of God. Nor 
let any person think it strange and ridiculous, that 
God should have a Son. For we deem not, either 
concerning God the Father, or concerning the Son as, 
the poets mythologise, setting forth gods who are no 
better than men. But the Son of God is the Word 
of the Father in idea and in energy. For by him 
and through him were all things made, the Father 
and the Son being one: since the Son ts in the 
Father and the Father in the Son, through the unity 
and power of the Spirit. The Son of God is the 
Mind and Word of the Father’. 

Who, then, would not wonder, that we should hear 


1 To pev oby decor pr elvat, Eva rov dyévynroy cai didioy cat 
addparoy Kal dai cai deardAnzroy cal dywpnroy, ve pdvy Kal 
Ady KaradapPardpevor,—i@ ov yeyévynrat ro way did row 
avrov Adyov cal dvaxexdopnrac Kal ovyKkpareirat, Otoy dyorrec, 
ixavioc pot dédecxrat’ voovpev ydp cal Yioy rov Ocov. Kal ph 
poe yedoidy rig voplly ro Yidw elvarc rg Oey’ ov ydp, we wornral 
puBorawvew obdéy Bedriouc rv dvOpwrwy Sexvivrec rove Oeous, 
ij wept rod Oeov wai Tlarpog fj wept rov Yiov weppovyxapev’ dAX’ 
torty 6 Yidc rov Oeod Adyoc rov Tlarpdc, év idég cal évepyeig’ 
xpog abrov yap cai oc’ atrov wavra éyévero, voc Svrag rod 
Harpoc xal rot Yiov: Svroc dé row Yiov éy Harpi, xat Harpoc év 
Yig, évérnre cai duvdpec Ivetparog. Noi cat Adyec rov Mar- 
poc, 6 Yidc rod Geod. Athenag. Legat. pro Christian. c. ix. 
p- 87, 88. Oxon. 1706. 
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ourselves called Athetsts, when we profess our belief 
in God the Father and in God the Son and in the 
Holy Ghost, shewing both their power in unity and 
their distinctton tn order ' ? 

To thts only do wE strenuously apply ourselves, 
that we may know God and the Word who is from 
him: what ts the unity of the Son with the Father ; 
what ts the communion of the Father with the Son; 
what 1s the Spirit ; what ts the unity and the distinc- 
tson of these who are such; inasmuch as the Spirit and 
the Son and the Father are united’. 

WE say, that there is God, and the Son his Word, 
and the Holy Ghost, united in power ; namely, the 
Father, the Son, the Spirit. For the Sonts the Mind, 
the Word, the Wisdom, of the Father: and the 
Spirit 1s an emanation from him, as light flows 
from fire’. | 


But, of I thus accurately set forth THE DOCTRINE 


* Tic ody obx &y dxophoa, réyovrag Oedy Marépa cai Yio» 
coy cal Hvevpa"Aytov, decxvivrac atray cal ryv év ry évacer 
Ovvapey kat ry ty ry rates dtalpeoty, dxovoag dBéove Kadovpé- 
vovg. Athen. Legat. c. x. p. 40. 

? "Yo povov 6€ rapamepwopuevor robrov, by tows Oeoy Kai roy 
zag’ -avrov Adyor eldéva, ric f rov Haddc xpoc ror Warépa 
Evérnc, tle  rov Ilarpo¢ mpoc rov Yior xowwrla, ri ro Ivetpa, 
tig } Téy TocoUTwy Evworg Kal duulpectc’ Evoupévay, rov Iyevpa- 
roc, rev Ilatdoc, rov Ilarpég. Athen. Legat. c. xi. p. 46. 

> Oe yap Gedy paper, Kal Yidvy rov Adyoy abrod, cai Tvedpa 
“Aytoy, Evotpeva pey kara dvvapty? roy Tlarépa, rov Ytor, ro 
Lvetpa’ Gre Nove, Adyoc, Logla, Yide rov Marpéc* cat dxdépora, 
wo pwc ar6 wupoc, To vevpa. Athen. Legat. c. xxi. p. 96. 
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WHICH IS RECEIVED AMONG US, do not wonder. For, 
lest ye should be carried away by the silly vulgar 
opinion which is entertained of us, and in order that 
you may be able to know THE REAL TRUTH, I thus 
carefully stuDY ACCURACY '. 

XI. Melito of Sardis lived about the year 170. 
Of his Apology, nothing remains save a fragment : 
but that fragment abundantly indicates the doc- 
trine and practice of the Christians his contempo- 
raries. 

WE are worshippers, not of insensible stones, but 
of the only God who is before all things and above 
all things: and we are worshippers likewise of his 
Christ, truly God the Word before the worlds *. 

XII. In the year 168, lived Theophilus of An- 
tioch. He wrote a Defence of Christianity in three 
books addressed to Autolycus: and, from this 
Work, we learn, that the Catholic Church of that 
age maintained the doctrine of a Trinity of persons 
in the Deity; teaching also, that the Son was the 
Jehovah who conversed with Adam in Paradise. 

The three days, before the creation of the sun and 
moon, are types of the Trinity, God and his Word 
and his Wisdom’. j 


1 El 8¢ dxpeBiog ScéEcepe ror cal’ fpdc Néyor, py Oavydonre’ 
iva yap pi) ry Kowg Kal ddéyy ovvarogipnobe yropy, Exnre de 
radnOec eidévar, &xpcBoroyovpar. Athen. Legat. ¢. xi. p. 41. 

? Melit. Apol. See above, book i. chap. 4. § x. 

* Al rptic Huépar—rbra eiot rij¢ Tpiddoc, rov Oeov Kal rov 
Aéyov avrov kal rijg Zoplac abrov. Theoph. ad Autol. lib. nc, 15. 
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In the person of God, the Son came tnto the garden, 
and conversed with Adam’. 

XIII. About the year 165, flourished Tatian. 
This individual was a disciple of Justin : and, after 
the death of his master, he fell into the errors of 
the Encratites. But that circumstance does not 
invalidate his testimony to a fact: for, even inde- 
pendently of the very reason of the thing, his 
Oration against the Greeks was written before the 
death of Justin. 

WE do not speak foolishly, nor do we relate mere 
tdle tales, when we affirm that God was born in the 
form of man’. 

XIV. The conversion of Justin Martyr occurred 
prior to the year 136. Hence, though both his 
two Apologies were written subsequent to that 
year, they will exhibit the received doctrine of 
the Church Catholic during the very. earliest part 
of the second century. 

iim the Father ; and his Son, who came forth from 
him ;—and the prophetic Spirit : these we worship 
and WE adore, honouring them in word and in truth, 
and, to every personwho wishes to learn, ungrudgingly 
delivering them as WE OURSELVES have been taught °. 


1 Hapeyivero (6 Yidc) cig rov xrapadewor év mpoowry rov eo, 
kal wider rg “Addy. Theoph. ad Autol. lib. ii. c. 22. 

> Ov yap pupaivoper, dvdpec “EXAnvec, ob0& Ahpoug aray- 
yédopev, Oeoy év avOpwrov popon yeyovevac KarayyédXorTec. 
Tatian. Orat. cont. Greec. § xxxv. p. 77. Worth. 


> "AMN’ 'Excivey re (scil. rov Marépa), cal rov wap’ abroi 
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Atheists, then, we are not, inasmuch as WE worship 
the Creator of this universe :—and, having learned 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of him who is truly God, 
and holding him in the second place, we will shew, 
that, in the third degree, we honour also the pro- 
phetic Spirit in conjunction with the Word’. 

For the Word, who is born from the unborn and 
ineffable God, wE worship and we love next in order 
after God the Father: since also, on our account, he 
became man, in order that, being a joint partaker of 
our sufferings, he might also effect our healing’. 

XV. There were two Apologists, Quadratus and 
Aristides, of a yet earlier date than Justin: but 
their vindications of Christianity, which were ad- 
dressed to the Emperor Adrian when in the year 
125 he visited Athens for the purpose of being 
initiated into the Eleusinian Mysteries, are unfor- 
tunately lost. These productions were, however, 


Yiov éXOdvra,—Lvevpa re ro mpogyrioy, ceBdpeba Kai xpoc- 
Kuvoupev, Novy kai ddnBeig ripwvrec, Kal xayTi BovrAopéry pa- 
Ociv, we edidaxOnpev, a4P0dvwe wapadiddvrec. Justin. Apol. 1. 
Oper. p. 43. 

1"AGeot pév ov we ok gopev, roy Anpuoupyoyr rovde Tov way- 
ro¢ , c¢Bdpevoe—xal— Inoovv Xptorov—viev abrov rov oyrwe 
cov pabdyrec cai év devrépg yapg éxorrec, Ivevpa re wpopnre- 
xov év rpiry rater ore pera Adyou reysmper, dxodeitopey. Justin. 
Apol. 1. Oper. p. 46, 47. . 

? Tov yap and dyevyhrou cal &pshrov Oeov Adyoy, pera tov 
Ocor, mpooxuvodper Kai dyan@pey’ éwerdy cal Ov jypac &vOpenog 
yéyovey, Orwe, Kal rv xabdy THY iperépwv ouppéroyog yeropue- 
voc, kal lao rocgonrat. Justin. Apol. 11. Oper. p. 40. 


CHAP. V. | OF TRINITARIANISM. 145 


extant, both in the time of Eusebius, and in the 
yet later time of Jerome. Hence, from the 
account which those two writers give of them, we 
may form a very clear idea of the nature of the 
doctrines which they propounded as the univer- 
sally received doctrines of the then existing Church 
Catholic. 

Eusebius styles the Work of Quadratus an Apo- 
logy on behalf of the worship of God which prevails 
among us'; and he praises it as a production, 
from which we might discern clear indications, both 
of its author's intelligence, and of his apostolically 
right division of doctrine*. With Quadratus he 
joins his contemporary Aristides: calling him a 
faithful man ; and stating, that his Apology, like 
that of Quadratus, was a defence of the worship of 
God as conducted by Christians’. 


1 *Arodoyiay ixép rijc nad’ hydc OeoceBelac. Euseb. Hist. 
Eccles. lib. iv. c. 3. 

"EE ob xaridety gore Aapwpa rexphpta ric re Tov avdpog cta~ 
yotac Kal rij¢ &rocroXtKhc dpBoroplac. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. 
lib. iv. c. 8. The expression, dp8oroplac, plainly alludes to 
St. Paul’s dp@oropovrvra ror Ad yor ric dAnGelac. 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
Hence, in the judgment of one who had subscribed the Ni- 
cene Creed, and who has given us the yet older Creed into 
the profession of which he was baptised, Quadratus was a di- 
vine, who rightly divided the word of truth. See above, book i. 
chap. 2. § 1. 1. 

® Kal’Aptorelinge dé meardc avip rife cal? ude dppwpevog cb- 
acBelac, rp Kodpary maparAnolwe brép ric tiorewe &rodoyfay 
éxipwrnoac ’Adpiavg, xaradéAoure. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. 
Iv. c. 3. 
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The same measure of commendation is bestowed 
upon the apostolic orthodoxy of Quadratus by the 
strenuous Jerome: who, we may be well assured, 
would have dealt out no praise to a writer that 
he deemed heterodox. From the testimony of 
Quadratus himself, who declares that he had seen 
and conversed with many of the miraculously 
healed by Christ, he pronounces him to have been 
a disciple of the Apostles: and he states, that the 
Apology, which he presented to Adrian, was a very 
useful production, strictly accordant with the Christ- 
tan Faith, and worthy of its author's apostolical instt- 
tution’. He subjoins a similar account of the 


" Quadratus, apostolorum discipulus, Publio ,Athenarum 
episcopo, ob Christi fidem martyrio coronato, in locum ejus 
substituitur, et ecclesiam, grandi terrore dispersam, fide et 
industria sua congregat. Cumque Adrianus Athenis exegisset 
hyemem, invisens Eleusinam, et omnibus pene Greciz sacris 
initiatus, dedisset occasionem iis, qui Christianos oderant, abs- 
que precepto imperatoris vexare credentes : porrexit ei librum, 
pro religione nostra compositum, valde utilem, plenumque ra- 
tionis et fidei, et apostolica doctrina dignum: in quo et anti- 
quitatem suze eetatis ostendens, ait ; plurimos a se visos, qui sub 
Dommo variis in Judza oppressi calamitatibus sanati fuerant, 
et qui a mortuis resurrexerant. Hieron. Catal. Scriptor. Ec- 
cles. Oper. vol. i. p. 104. Colon. Agrip. 1616. 

Since Quadratus was Bishop of Athens in the year 125 when 
Adrian was initiated into the Eleusinian Mysteries, and since 
our Lord was crucified in the year 33 : Quadratus, in his youth, 
might easily have conversed with those, whom Christ had mi- 
raculously healed. Eusebius, like Jerome, mentions this very 
interesting assertion as occurring in the Apology of Quadratus. 
Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iv. c. 3. 
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Apology of Aristides; which he notes as setting 
Sorth the right principles of our dogmatic theology ': 
and, in another place, he distinctly tells us, that 
the Apologies of Justin were imitations of the Apo- 
logy of Aristides ’*. 

From such descriptions of their writings, it is 
evident, that the system of doctrine, defended by 
Quadratus-and Aristides, was the very same as 
that defended by Justin and Melito and Athen- 
agoras. It was a system, therefore, which pro- 
pounded the godhead of Christ and a triad of 
persons in the essence of the Deity: and, this 
system, Quadratus, the disciple of the Apostles, 
professed to have received from the Apostles. 

XVI. With Quadratus and Aristides, Ignatius, 
during a part of their lives, was contemporary : 
for, like Polycarp, he was a disciple of St. John 
who died in the year 100; and he suffered mar- 
tyrdom at Rome, either in the year 107, or (as 
some think) in the year 116. The genuineness of 
his seven Epistles, in their shorter form, has been 


1 Aristides Atheniensis, philosophus eloquentissimus, et sub 
pristino habitu discipulus Christi, volumen, nostri dogmatis 
rationem continens, eodem tempore quo et Quadratus, Adriano 
principi dedit, id est, Apologeticum pro Christianis: quod, 
usque hodie perseverans, apud philologos ingenii ejus judicium 
est. Hieron. Catal. Scriptor. Eccles. Oper. vol. i. p. 104. 

* Aristides philosophus, vir eloquentissimus, eidem principi 
(Adriano) Apologeticum pro Christianis obtulit, contextum 
philosophorum sententiis: quem imitatus postea Justinus, et 
ipse philosophus. : Hieron. Epist. lxxxiv. Oper. vol. i. p. 259. 

L2 
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unanswerably established by Bishop Pearson : and, 
in this judgment, symbolise the deservedly great 
names of Vossius, Grotius, Petavius, Cotelerius, 
Grabe, Tillemont, Le Clerc, Du Pin, Usher, Ham- 
mond, Cave, Bull, Lardner, and Horsley. I shall, 
therefore, without hesitation, adduce Ignatius, as 
a competent and unexceptionable witness. Six 
out of his seven Epistles are addressed to Churches. 
Hence they partake of the public character of the 
Apology: and hence the doctrinal system, which 
they propound evidently as common alike to the 
writer and to the several Churches addressed, 
must be viewed, not as the mere insulated specu- 
lation of an individual, but as the familiar Creed 
of the entire Christian Community. 

There is one physician, fleshly and spiritual, made 
and not made, God become incarnate, true Life in 
death, both from Mary and from God, first passible 
and then impassible '. 

Our God Jesus Christ was conceived by Mary 
according to the economy of God, from the seed 
indeed of David, but from the Holy Ghost *. 


1 Ele iarpd¢ éorey, oapkiKde re Kal wvevpariKoc, ‘yerynrog Kai 
dyévynrog (sive, Juxta Athanasium et Gelasium, yeynrdc cat ayé- 
vnroc), év aapki yevdpevocg Oedc, év Bavary fw) ddAnO), xai 
éx Mapiag kal éx Qcov, xpirov raQnrog kal rére &xaOhe. Ignat. 
Epist. ad Ephes. § vii. Cotel. Patr. Apost. vol. ii. p. 13. 

7 "O yap Oedg tpev'Inootcg 6 Xptoroc exvogophOn urd Mapiac 
kar’ otkovopiay Ogov, ék owépparog pev Aafirt0, IIvedparoc de 


‘Aylov. Ignat. Epist. ad Ephes, § xviii. p. 15. 
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Permit me to be an imitator of the passion of my 
God’. 

I glorify Jesus Christ, the God who has thus 
endued you with wisdom’. 

Expect him who is beyond all time, the eternal, 
the invisible ; even him, who on our account became 
visible: him, who is intangible and impassible ; who 
yet, on our account, suffered ; who yet, on our ac- 
count, endured after every manner *. 

XVII. The very short Epistle of Polycarp to 
the Philippians, which alone has survived him, is 
chiefly practical. Hence, we cannot expect there 
to find any very precise doctrinal statement. Yet, 
even in ¢his document which appears to have been 
written almost immediately after the martyrdom of 
his friend and fellow-disciple Ignatius about the 
year 107, we may observe an incidental recognition 
of the divine nature of our Saviour. 

May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and may he himself, the eternal high-priest, 
the Son of God, Jesus Christ; build you up in faith 
and truth ;—and grant unto you a lot and portion 


 "Emcrpéaré pot puunrny elvac waBove rov Qeod pov. Ignat. 
Epist. ad Rom. § vi. p. 29. 

> Aokalw "Incovy Xprordy roy Oedv rov otrwe pas cogl- 
cayra. IRgnat. Epist. ad Smyrn. §1. p. 33. 

? Tov brepxaipdy mpooddxa, rov &xpovoy, rov aéparov, roy 
dc Hpac dpardy, rov a&ynddgnrov, rov away, rov Oe huac wa- 
Onrov, rav kara wavyra rpdmoy ot ude vropelvavra. Ignat. 


Epist. ad Polyc. § il. p. 40. 


150 THE APOSTOLICITY [BOOK I, 


among his saints, and to us also along with you, and 
to all who are under heaven and who hereafter shall 
belteve in our Lord Jesus Christ and in his Father 
who raised him up from the dead’, - 

This passage is indisputably a prayer, for edifi- 
cation in faith and truth, and for eternal felicity 
in heaven, addressed jointly to God the Father 
and to his Son Jesus Christ: for the Father and 
the Son are supplicated, that they would jointly 
confer these blessings, upon the Philippians, upon 
Polycarp himself, and upon all the faithful through- 
out all ages. Hence I see not how we can avoid 
the conclusion, that Polycarp, the disciple of St. 
John, must either have held the proper divinity of 
the Son, or have been apostatically guilty of gross 
and most indecent idolatry. How he taught his 
flock at Smyrna, over which he had been placed 
by the Apostles themselves about the year 83, we 
have already seen. In evident consequence of 
their primitive imstructor’s authoritative lessons, 
they habitually offered to Christ that divine adora- 


1 Deus autem et Pater Domini nostri Jesu Christi; et ipse 
sempiternus pontifex, Dei Filius, Jesus Christus ; sdificet vos 
in fide et veritate ;— et det vobis sortem et partem inter sanctos 
suos, et nobis vobiscum, et omnibus qui sunt sub ccelo qui 
credituri sunt in Dominum nostrum Jesum Christum et in 
ipsius Patrem qui resuscitavit eum a mortuis. Polycarp. 
Epist. ad Philipp. § xii. Cotel. Patr. Apost. vol. ii. p. 191. 
This part of the Epistle exists only in the ancient Latin 
Version. 


v 
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tion, which they shrank with horror from paying 
to their martyred Bishop '. 

XVIII. We can as little expect, from the plan 
of their composition, any very copious’ and precise 
statement of doctrine in either of the two Epistles 
to the Corinthians written by the venerable Cle- 
ment of Rome. Yet, though the first is altogether 
a practical dissuasive from schism and division, 
and though the second is professedly of a didactic 
and hortatory character: yet, in both of them, do 
the recognised opinions of the early Church shew 
themselves with abundantly sufficient distinctness. 

1. The first Epistle is thought, by some, to 
have been written about the year 67: by others, 
about the year 96. To my present purpose, its 
date is no way material: for I am concerned only 
with the authority of its writer. Now, on this 
point, St. Paul himself bears testimony to Clement, 
as being one of his fellow-labourers whose names 
are in the book of life *. 

Ye were all humble-minded, in no wise boastful, 
sulyect rather than subjecting, giving rather than 
recewing. Being satisfied with the supplies which 
God has furnished for your journey, and diligently 
attending to his words, you received them into your 
very breasts and bowels: and before your eyes were 
his sufferings. Thus was there given unto all, a deep 


* See above, book i. chap. 4. § xu. 2. 
: * Philip. iv, 3. 
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and glorious peace, and an insatiable desire of doing 
good: and, over all, there was a full effusion of the 
Holy Ghost *. 

For Christ is of the number of the humble-minded, 
not of those who exalt themselves above his flock. 
The sceptre of the majesty of God, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, came not in the pride of pomp and circum- 
stance, though he was able to have done so; but with 
humbleness of mind, as the Holy Ghost spake con- 
cerning him.— Ye see, beloved, what an example has 
been given unto us. For, if the Lord bore himself 
thus humbly: what ought we to do, who have come 
under the yoke of his grace? ? 


1 Tlavrec re éraretvoppoveire, pndev ddalovevduevot, bxorac- 
adpevoe padroy i) trordocovrec, paddov Orddyrec 7) AapPavorrec* 
Toicg Epodlore rov Oeod apxodpevor, cal mpootxovrec Tove Adyoug 
abrov Extped@c, Eorepviopévoe Fre Toig omAayXvotc’ Kal Ta TAOh- 
para abrov hy mpd dd0adpGy tpor. Otrwe eiphyn Babeia cal 
Aurapa édédoro wact, Kal akdpeoroc wdBog cic dyaBorottav’ Kar 
wdnpne Ivebparoc ‘Aylov Exyvorg éxl mavracg éyivero. Clem. 
Rom. Epist. i. ad Corinth. § ii. Patr. Apost. Cotel. vol. i. 
p. 147, 148. 

For ra@jpara, Junius would read paOfpara, totally remodel- 
ling according to his humour the entire passage. The whole 
alteration is merely conjectural, and rests upon no authority. 
Junius, indeed, himself confesses it, when he says: Totus hic 
locus corruptus, et stc FoRTE restituendus. The bold assertion 
and the projected correction are alike altogether arbitrary. 
They are supported by no evidence. 

* Taretvoppovourrwy yup éorty 6 Xprordc, ovK éxatpopévwy 
éxi ro woipviov abrov. To oxiirrpoy rijc peyadwavrne rov Geov, 
6 Kiptog fev Inoote Xprorog, obk WAOEv ev xdprp ddafovelac 
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The construction of the first of these two pas- 
sages, in which his words and his sufferings can 
only be referred to the antecedent God, exhibits 
Clement, as applying the title of God to him who 
suffered upon the cross: and, in exact corres- 
pondence with it, the second of the two passages 
declares his glorious existence, as the sceptre of 
God’s majesty, anterior to his stooping with great 
humility to assume our nature; intimating, at the 
same time, that he might, had it so pleased him, 
have come into this our nether world under a very 
different appearance. 

In the last-cited passage, Clement obviously 
refers to the well known text in his fellow-labour- 
er’s Epistle to the Philippians ': and his language 
perfectly agrees with that of Irenéus, who, through 
the medium of Polycarp, derived his theology from 
St. John. : 

On this account, our Lord, in the last times, 
recapitulating all things in himself, came to us, 
not as he might have done, but as we were able 
to behold him. For he might have come to us 
in his own proper ineffable glory: but, of his own 


obdé trepnpaviac, xalrep duvdpevoc’ ddda rarevoppovay, xabic 
ro Ivetpa ro"Aywr wept avrov éhddAncer.—Opdre, dvdpec dya- 
anrol, rie 6 troypapupoc 6 Oeddpevoc Hui’ el yap & Kupwog otrwe 
éraxetvoopdynee, ri wothoopev hueic ot Ud Tor Cuyoy riic yaptrog 
avrov éhOdrrec; Clem. Rom. Epist. i. ad Corinth. § xvi. Patr. 
Apost. Cotel. vol. i. p. 156, 157. 

* Philip. ii. 5—11. 
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proper glory, we were not able to endure the mag- 
nitude *. 

Similar phraseology occurs in the very ancient 
Epistle, which is ascribed to the Apostle Barnabas, 
but which really seems to have been written by a 
Hebrew Christian of that name about the year 137. 

When he chose his Apostles who were about to 
preach his Gospel,—then he manifested himself to be 
the Son of God. For, unless he had come in the 
flesh, how could we men, when looking upon him, have 
been saved ? For they, who look even upon the perish- 
able sun, which is the work of his hands, are unable 
to gaze upon tts beams. Wherefore, the Son of God 
came in the flesh, that he might sum up the full 
measure of iniquity to those who have persecuted his 
prophets to death*. 


1 Propter hoc, Dominus noster, in novissimis temporibus 
recapitulans in seipso omnia, venit ad nos, non quomodo ipse 
poterat, sed quomodo illum nos videre poteramus. Ipse enim, 
in sua enarrabili gloria, ad nos venire poterat: sed nos magni- 
tudinem glorize sue portare non poteramus. Iren. adv. her. 
lib. iv. c. 74. p. 309. 

7 “Ore dé rove idlove drocrddovc, rodvc péAdNovrag Knpuacety 
ro ebayyédoy abrov, ebehelaro,--rére épavépwoev Eavrov Yiov 
Geot elvyar. Ei yap pu) FAOev ev capri, rac dy éoWOnpev avOpw- 
mot, PAéwovrec abrév ; “Ore toy péAXovra pr) elvac frLoY, Epyor 
XEpay abrov Umapyovra, Bréxorrec, odk layvovaty cic derivac 
_abrov dyropBadpijoat. .OdKovy 6 Yidg rov Oeod éc rovro HAGE ev 
capki, iva ro réhevov rev dpapriay Kepadawoy roic duwiacty Ev. 
Oavary rove xpopyrac abrov. Barnab. Epist. Cathol. § v. Patr. 
Apost. Cotel. vol. i. p. 15, 16. 

For the ascription of this Epistle to a Hebrew Christian of 

10 
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2. The second Epistle of Clement opens with 
what is equivalent to a direct assertion of Christ’s 
godhead. : 

Brethren, we ought thus to think concerning Jesus 
Christ, as concerning God, as concerning the judge 
of both the quick and the dead. And ‘we ought not 
to think small things concerning our salvation: for, 
in thinking small things concerning him, we are 
hoping to receive only small things’. 


the Church of Jerusalem about the year 187, see below, ap- 
pend. i. numb. 2. sect. 2. § v. It is cited or referred to by 
Clement of Alexandria and Tertullian and Origen and Euse- 
bius. See Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. ii. v. Oper. p. 378, 875, 
889, 396, 410, 571, 572, 577. Colon. 1688. Tertull. de Pudic. 
Oper. p. 766. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. i. p. 49. Euseb. Hist. 
Eccles. lib. iii. c. 25. Hence, whether my particular ascription 
be right or wrong, it at least exhibits the doctrine of the Church 
anterior to the time of Clement of Alexandria. 

* "Adedgol, obrwe Set hudc ppovety wept "Inoot Xpiorov, we 
wepl Oeov, we rept xptrov Lavrwy cal vexpwv. Kalo det hyde 
pixpa dpovely wept rij¢ owrnplac hywr" Evy Te yap ppovety huac 
pupa repli abrov, pupa cal édailopey AaBeiv. Clem. Rom. 
Epist. ii. ad Corinth. §i. p. 185. 

On the alleged authority of Eusebius, some have pronounced 
this second Epistle to be spurious. Eusebius himself, however, 
does not say so: he merely intimates, that it was not so well 
known as the first Epistle, and that (so far as he was acquainted) 
the ancients did not use it. 

loréoy & we wal devrépa ric elvac éyerae rou KAhperroc 
émtoroAn® ob pry &0 dpolwe rH «wporépg cal ratrny yrwpipor 
émcorapeOa, Ore pondé rove dpyalove adbry Kexpnpévove toper. 
Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iii. c. 38. 

The 
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Clement is evidently censuring those early 
judaising heretics of the Ebionitic School, whose 
object, in defiance of the apostolic doctrine of the 
entire Church Catholic, was to degrade the Saviour 
to the rank of a mere creature. 


The reason why the second Epistle was not so well known 
as the first, and the import of his saying that the ancients 
did not use tt so far as he was acquainted, seem to be ex- 
plained in the subsequent statement of Eusebius: that, accord- 
ing to old custom, the first Epistle was publicly read in the 
churches on the Lord’s day. For the antiquity of this practice, 
he cites Dionysius of Corinth. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iv. 
c. 28. Now the second Epistle was not thus used by the 
ancients. Hence, of course, it was not so well known as the 
first. But I see not, how this circumstance establishes its 
spuriousness: and, therefore, I have not scrupled to cite it. 
At all events, whether it be the production of Clement or not, it 
is considerably older than the time of the first Nicene Council. 
Under this aspect, even taken at the lowest, it must certainly 
be reckoned among antenicene testimonies to the divinity of 
Christ. 


CHAPTER VI. 


RESPECTING THE TESTIMONY AFFORDED TO THE FACT 
OF THE POSITIVE ANTIQUITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF 
THE TRINITY AND THE GODHEAD OF CHRIST, BY THE 
ANCIENT CREEDS OR SYMBOLS OF THE EARLY 
CHURCH. 


Ir the received doctrine of the first Christians 
may be historically ascertained from accredited 
Apologies and Epistles, even still more positively 
may it be gathered from certain public instru- 
ments of yet another description. 

From the very beginning, the Catholic Church 
has found it convenient to arrange, in the form 
of Creeds or Symbols, those doctrines, which were 
taught to the Catechumens, and which were be- 
lieved by the whole body of the faithful in com- 
munion with her. These Creeds or Symbols, 
though not originally recited in the ordinary ec- 
clesiastical service, but only at the two great bap- 
tismal seasons of Easter and Whitsuntide, were 
yet most familiarly known and received, as indeed 
their very name imports, by the whole assembly 
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of the baptised whether Clergy or Laity’. They 
formed the basis of the consummating lectures, 
which were delivered by the Catechists to the 
more advanced class of the Catechumens during 
the forty days which immediately preceded their 
baptism: and the same Creed, which had thus 
been employed as a text-book, was recited by the 
candidate at the font ere he was solemnly washed 
in the laver of regeneration’. Such being the 
case, as the Creed of each Church was communi- 
cated to every Catechumen, and was received by 
every Catechumen, and at the font in answer to 
the interrogation of the Bishop cr Presbyter was 
recited by every Catechumen : it, of course and by 
absolute necessity, expressed the faith of every 
baptised member of the Catholic Church. 

If, at a subsequent period, any one became dis- 
satisfied with the Symbol which he had approba- 
tively recited at his baptism, and if he thence 
adopted a different system of belief; he quitted the 
Catholic Church, and joined himself to the party 


* About the year 500, the custom of publicly reciting the 
Creed, whenever divine service was performed, was introduced 
by Peter Gnapheus Bishop of Antioch. Kal éy rdoy ovvdte ro 
avpGorov rAéyecBar. Theodor. Lector. Hist. Eccles. lib. ii. 
p- 566. Paris. 1673. The benefit of such a plan was soon 
perceived: and thence the plan itself was soon universally 
adopted. . 

* Cyril. Hieros. Catech. iv. p. 24—30. Lutet. 1631. Hieron. 
ad Pammach. epist. lxi. c. 4. Oper. vol. i. p. 180. Colon. 
Agripp. 1616. 
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of the leader whose principles he had preferred : 
or, if he attempted to remain within the pale of 
the Church, as soon as his departure from the 
common faith was known or suspected, he was 
called to account; and, if he refused to abandon 
the speculations which he had embraced, he was 
solemnly excommunicated, and by this marked 
separation from the body of the faithful was pre- 
vented as much as possible from doing further 
mischief. 

Thus, when Dionysius of Alexandria, about the 
middle of the third century, was accused of having 
taken up some unscriptural notions respecting the 
doctrine of the Trinity; he was forthwith called 
to account by a synod of his brethren, in order that 
he might have an opportunity of vindicating him- 
self in the face of the whole Church. This he did 
to their perfect satisfaction: for, the synod being 
convened at Rome, he wrote to the Bishop of that 
See ; and, in his letter, he so effectually defended 
himself against the charge of heterodoxy, that he 
was fully acquitted of the accusation which had 
been preferred against him’. » 

Thus also, when Theodotus, at the close of the 
second century, attempted to propagate at Rome 
the doctrine, that Christ was a mere man and that 
There is no distinction of persons in the Unity of the 
Godhead ; he was similarly called to account by 


? See above, book i. chap. 5. § 11. 
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Victor the Bishop of that city, in order that he 
might similarly have an opportunity of vindicating 
or explaining his conduct. This, however, ‘he 
could not do; for he persisted in maintaining the 
scheme of doctrine which he had taken up: and 
the consequence was; that, having avowedly de- 
parted from the well-known common faith of the 
Catholic Church, he was by excommunication 
visibly separated from the society of the faith- 
ful '. 

Such instances of the jealous care, with which 
the early Christians guarded their doctrinal system, 
prove most abundantly: that, in the Creeds or 
Symbols universally expounded .to Catechumens 
shortly before their baptism, we have the un- 
doubted faith, not merely of a few speculative and 
fantastical individuals, but of the whole collective 
body of the primitive Catholic Church. Those, 
who departed from these Symbols, like soldiers 
who deserted their standards, were counted here- 
tics and false brethren: and, that they might be 
accurately distinguished from sound members of 
Christ’s body mystical in whatever mode they had 
swerved from what was deemed theological verity, 
Irenéus the second from St. John, and others of 
the early Fathers, wrote express treatises against 
them ?. 


* Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. v. c. 28. 
? Dr. Priestley labours to make out a case for the supposi- 
tion: that the early Antitrinitarians were on such excellent 
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These facts are often alluded to by the ancient 
ecclesiastical authors. 

We must flee, says Irenéus, from the doctrines of 
heretics: and we must take refuge from them in the 
bosom of the Church’. 

There both are and have been, says Justin Martyr, 
many persons; who have taught, coming in the 
name of Jesus, both to say and to do things atheis- 


terms with the early Trinitarians, that they were admitted into 
the most full and the most harmonious communion. 

I have read his statement: but, as I have also read sundry 
of the ancient ecclesiastical writers, I have read it without con- 
viction. 

For anathemas, with which we frail mortals have but small 
concern, I entertain no great affection : yet, simply as a matter 
of fact, when we find Irenéus pronouncing that the humanitarian 
Ebionites are deprived of eternal life, it is difficult to compre- 
hend the existence of the amiable confraternity celebrated by 
Dr. Priestley. 

Qui nudé tantum hominem eum dicunt ex Joseph generatum, 
perseverantes in servitute pristinee inobedientiz#, moriuntur.— 
Ignorantes eum qui ex Virgine est Emanuel, privantur munere 
ejus, quod est vita eterna. Iren. adv. heer. lib. iii. c. 21. § 1. 
p- 212. 

Even independently of all anathemas, the discrepance, be- 
tween those who adore Christ as very God, and those who deem 
him a mere peccable man, is plainly, in the nature of things, 
too immeasureably great to admit of any communion of social 
religious worship. But, when to this irreconcileable difference 
a plain curse is superadded, the matter becomes quite hopeless. 
Irenéus and Dr. Priestley would have been sorry company, I 
should think, in the primitive cathedral church of Lyons. 

" Tren. adv. heer, lib. v. c. 17. § 2. p. 342. 

VOL. I. M 
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tical and blasphemous: and they are severally en- 
titled from the names of the persons, who first i- 
troduced each particular doctrine and opinion.— 
With no one of these do we hold communion: inas- 
much as we know them to be atheistical and tm- 
pious *. 

We are prophetically commanded, says Clement 
of Alexandria, fo separate ourselves from the above- 
- named heresies, since they are impure and atheis- 
tical *. 

The Lord, says Tertullian, knoweth those who 
are his: and the plant, which his Father hath not 
planted, he eradicates. Hence the first he sheweth 
to be last: and his fan he beareth in his hand to 
purge his floor. Let, then, the mere light chaff fly 
away. By tts departure, the mass of corn will only 
be laid up the more pure in the Lord's granary. 
Did not some even of his own disciples, being of- 
fended, turn away from the Lord himself 2—Shall 
ave, then, indignantly wonder, if some persons desert 
our Churches ?—Being heretics, these individuals 
cannot be Christians *. 

With those who have been in the Church from the 
very beginning, says Basil, it has ever been an in- 
variably standing rule, to reject altogether the en- 
tire collectwe body of heretics *. 


* Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 196. 

* Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. iii. Oper. p. 456. 

* Tertull. de preescript. adv. heer. Oper. p. 96, 109. 

* Basil. Epist. ad Amphil. Oper. vol. ii. p. 758. Paris. 
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No sooner did each heresy start ito existence, 
says Augustine, than it forthwith went out from the 
congregation of the catholic communion '. 

The very circumstance, indeed, of this departure, 
is a proof: that, on the sound principles of his- 
torical testimony, we must, in those early times, 
seek the doctrine of the Apostles, whatever such 
doctrine might be, within the pale of the Catholic 
Church. For, in revealed religion, WHATEVER Is 
FIRST, 18 TRUE: and the primitive Church Catholic 
was a congeries of numerous harmonising pro- 
vincial Churches; which, as Chrysostom speaks, 
received its name from the Faith itself, and not from 
the name of some mere innovating individual, who 
undertook to become an heresiarch ’. 

I. The Symbol, which ascriptively bears the 
name of the Apostles, is, in truth, the ancient 
symbol of the great western patriarchal Church of 
Rome. 

In its somewhat enlarged form, we are all 
familiar with it. I shall, therefore, give it in its 
shorter primitive form, as we read it in the Ex- 
position of Ruffinus of Aquileia, who flourished 
during the lapse of the fourth century. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty. 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who 


* August. de Baptism. cont. Donat. lib. v. c. 19. Oper. 
vol. vii. p. 57. Colon. 
? Chrysost. Homil. xxxiii. in Act. Apost. c. xv. Oper. 
vol. viii. p. 680. 
M 2 
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from the Holy Ghost was born of the Virgin Mary, 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and was buried ; 
he descended into hell; on the third day, he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven; he 
sitteth at the right hand of the Father ; from thence 
he will come to gudge the quick and the dead. 

And in the Holy Ghost; in the holy Cathohe 
Church ; in the forgiveness of sins ; and in the re- 
surrection of this flesh’. 

For the primitive simplicity of this Symbol, 
Ruffinus well accounts, by a remark singularly 
honourable to the early Church of Rome. 

In that Church no heresy ever originated. 
~ Hence, those minute and precise definitions, which 
from the first the subtle genius of oriental aberra- 
tion made necessary, were not found requisite to se- 
cure the faith of the more simple-minded Latins ’. 


1 Credoin Deum Patrem Omnipotentem: et in Jesum Christum 
unicum Filium ejus Dominum nostrum ; qui natus est de Spiritu 
Sancto ex Maria Virgine, crucifixus est sub Pontio Pilato, et 
sepultus ; descendit in inferna: tertia die resurrexit a mortuis ; 
ascendit in ccelos; sedet ad dexteram Patris; inde venturus 
est judicare vivos et mortuos: et in Spiritum Sanctum ; Sanc- 
tanf Ecclesiam Catholicam ; remissionem peccatorum ; hujus 
carnis resurrectionem. Ruffin. Expos. Symbol. Apost. ad calc. 
Cyprian. Oper. p. 17—26. 

This Creed, in its general use, was finally brought into its 
present somewhat enlarged familiar form subsequent to the 
year 400. 

The Church of Aquileia added tnvisibilem et tmpassibilem 
after Patrem Omnipotentem. Ibid. art. i. p. 19. 

* Ruffin. Expos. Symbol. Apost. art. i. p. 17. 
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II. In the year 350, Cyril was consecrated 
Bishop of Jerusalem. Prior to his elevation, he 
had been the Catechist of the same Church : and, 
as his Catechetical Lectures have come down to 
us, it is easy to abstract from them the Creed, 
which had been used in that Society long before 
the commencement of his own episcopate. 

The following Symbol is collected, article by 
article, from Cyril’s fourth Catechetical Lecture : 
a Lecture, addressed to those more advanced 
Catechumens, who were preparing themselves for 
Baptism or (as the rite was then technically styled) 
Tilumination. | 

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, alone 
unbegotien, without beginning, without turning, 
without change, not begotten from any other ; the 
Father, before all worlds, of his one only-begotten 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom he made 
all things visible and invisible. 

And in the Son of God, one and alone, our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; God begotten from God, Light from 
Light, like in all things to him that begat him ; who 
received not his existence in time, but who before all 
worlds eternally and unceasingly was begotten from 
the Father, before all worlds God the Word; who 
was born from the holy virgin and the Holy Ghost, 
truly man and truly God; who was truly crucified 
for our sins ; who was buried, and rose again on the 
third day from the dead, and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father ; who 
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will thence come in glory to judge both the quick and 
the dead ; of whose kingdom there shall be no end. 

And in one Holy Ghost: who, with the Father 
and the Son, is honoured in the glory of the God- 
head ; who operated in the Law and in the Prophets, 
operating indeed variously, but being himself un- 
divided’. 

Cymil styles this Creed Zhe Holy Apostolical 
Faith delivered to us for our profession? : and, as 
while yet a Catechist he expounded it to the candi- 


? Tlvorevw cic Eva Gedy arépa ztavroxpdropa, pdvoy dyévyy- 
Tov, dvapxoy, arperroy, dvaddolwroy, oby ig’ Erépov yeyevyn- 
pévoy, larépa mpo alwvwy Evdg pdvov rov povoyevoig Yiov abroi, 
rev Kipiov hua "Inoot Xprorod, de’ ov Exoince wavra rad dpara 
kal ra dépara’ kai ele rdv Yidv rot cod, rév Eva Kal pdvoy, row 
Kiptoy hwy "Insovw Xptorov, roy ék rod Oeov Ody yerynGévra, 
rov ék gwrog pwc yevynOévra, rov Suowy Kara wayra re yevyf- 
aayrt, ray obk év xpdvotg Td elvac Krnodpevoy, dda xpd way- 
rwv ray alwvwy didlwe cai dkaradfrrwe Ex rov Marpog yeyervn- 
pévoy, mp0 mavrwy ray alwovwy Oeov Adyov, roy yevynOévra et 
dylac mapOévov xal ‘Ayiov IIvetparoc, GvOpwrov pév drnBic 
coy dé dAnOwe, tov cravpwOtvra trép trav dpaprwov hwy 
adnOa¢, kal ragévra, kalavacrayra tx vexpov ry rpliry hpépg, 
kal a&vedOdvra elc rovg obpavove, xal xablcarra éx Sebiar row 
Tlarpoc, cal épydpevov év ddéy xpivat Cavrac Kal vexpove, ov rijc 
Baowslag obx Eorat rédoc’ Kal elc Ev “Aytoy Lvetpa, Sxep ovv 
Ilarpi cal Yig rq rii¢ Oedrnrog ddky reripnrat, ro éy vopug xar 
npophrac évepyijoay, moda pev évepyovy, abrd dé pr) pepel dpe- 
voy. Cyril. Hieros. Catech. iv. p. 24—30. 

> Tlept per ody rig wapadobelone tpir ele exayyedlay dylac 
kal droorodkic wlarewc, Soag éyxwpet Karnyhoetc, Ota THY TOU 
Kuptov xapiv eiphxaper év raic dtehBoboate rabrate rij¢g recca~ 
paxooriic ipépaec. Cyril. Hieros. Catech. xviii. p. 224. 
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dates for baptism, and as in the administration of 
baptism it is well known that both the Eastern 
and the Western Churches retained their own 
several ancient Creeds even after the time of the 
great Nicene Council; it can only be the old 
Creed of the Church of Jerusalem. Its high an- 
tiquity is marked, indeed, by its frequent allusions 
to the peculiarities of Gnosticism, which troubled 
chiefly the Church of the first and second centuries. 

III. Another ancient Creed, apparently of the 
Alexandrian Church, has been preserved by Atha- 
nasius in his Epistle to the Africans: and to their 
own knowledge of mere facts he appeals, whether 
it does not set forth doctrines, which had always 
been universally received, and respecting which no 
Christian ever doubted. 

I beleve in one God the Father Almighty, maker 
of all things both visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, his only-begotten 
Son. 

And tn one Holy Ghost. 

I believe in one God, who is known as the holy 
and perfect Trinity. 

Into which Trinity being baptised, and in this 
Godhead assenting, I believe, that I shall inherit the 
kingdom of heaven in our Lord Jesus Christ’. 


o 
1 Thhoretw cic Eva Geov Marépa wayroxpdaropa, rayrwy éparay 
rexal doparwy womrnv’ Kat ele Eva Kupioy "Inooty Xproroy, rov 
Yiov abrot povoyevi® Kal cic Ev Mvetpa*Ayiorvs Eva Ody roy Ev 


Tp ayig kai redeig Tprade yevwoxdpevor’ cic iy kal Barri dpevoc 
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IV. The same system of doctrine, though at 
greater length, is inculcated in the Confession of 
the Church of Neocesaréa. 

This document was drawn up, doubtless not as 
a novelty but from Symbols already existing, by its 
Bishop Gregory Thaumaturgus, who flourished 
about the year 254; and we are told by Gregory of 
Nyssa, who lived a century later, that the original 
autograph was then still preserved by the Christ- 
ians of that Church with religious veneration. 

There ts one God, the Father of the living Word, 
the subsisting Wisdom and Power and eternal Im- 
press: he is the perfect begetter of the perfect one, 
even the Father of the only-begotten Son. 

There is one Lord, the alone from the alone, God 
from God; the express Impress and Image of the 
Godhead, the energetic Word, the Wisdom compre- 
hending the constitution of all things, and the plas- 
tic Power of the whole creation ; the true Son of the 
true Father, the invisible of the invisible, the incor- 
ruptible of the incorruptible, the tmmortal of the im- 
mortal, the eternal of the eternal. 

And there is one Holy Ghost, having his sub- 
sistence from God, who appeared unto men through 
the Son, the Image of the Son, perfect of perfect ; 
life, the cause of the living ; the holy fountain, hol- 


ness, the bestower of sanctification ; in whom God 


kai éy ravry ovvaxrdépuevoc ry Oedrnrt, wiorevw Kai KANnpovopijoas 
Baoirsiay obpavay, év Xporg *Inoot rg Kuply jor. Athan. 
Epist. ad African. Oper. vol. i p. 725. 
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the Father ts manifested who is over all and in all, 
and God the Son who 1s through all. 

There 1s a perfect Trinity, in glory and eternity 
and sovereignty neither divided nor separated '. 

Here ends the Confession of Gregory Thauma- 
turgus himself: its conclusion was subsequently 
added by Gregory of Nyssa. 

Wherefore, in thes Trinity, there is nothing either. 
created or servile or adventitious ; as if it existed 
not before, but was afterward introduced. For the 
Son was never wanting to the Father: nor the Spirit, 
to the Son. But this Trinity ts eternally the same, 
unchangeable and invariable '. 

V. Such was the highly venerated Creed or 


1 Ele Oedc, Tarhp Adyou Zivroc, Loplac bgeorwong, cai Av- 
vapewc, kat Xapaxrijpoc aidlov’ réXeoc reAclov yerynrwp’ Larip 
Yiot povoyevoitc. Elc Kuptoc, povog éx povov, Ozdg ex Oeov" 
Xapaxrip Kat elx@y rij¢ Oedrnrog, Adyog evepyoc, Logla rijc 
tév Sd\wy avordcews reptexreh, Kal Avvapic rit¢ Sdne cricewe 
month Yidc &dnBevdc drAnOvod Llarpdc, addparoc dopérov, Kai 
dgOaproc deOdprov, cal dOdvarog dOavdrov, cai didiog didiov. 
Kai éy Ivetpa“Aywor, éx Ocod rv trap Exo, cal de Yio 
xegnvoc Sndad? roic dvOpwrotc, ely rov Yiov, redelov redela: 
fun, Corrwv airia’ xnyy ayia, aytérnc, &ytacpov yopnydc’ Ev 
@ gavepodrat Oede 6 Tarip 6 émi ravrwy Kal évy wat, xal Ococ 6 
Vide 6 da mdvrwy. Trac redela, ddég cat didiérnre cai Baordeig 
pi) pepLopérn pended dradXorpioupéyn. Gregor. Thaum. Symbol. 
in vit. Gregor. apud Gregor. Nyssen. Oper. vol. i. p. 978. 

1 Oire aby xriordy re} SovAoy év ry Tptadt, obre éxecoaxréy 
rt, &¢ mpérepoy pév oby brapxov, torepoy dé EmetcehOdv. Odre 
ovy évédure wore Yidg Iarpi, o’re Yig Wveipas ddN’ &rperrog 


kal dvaddolwrog f abry Tptac det. Ibid. p. 979. 
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Confession of Gregory Thaumaturgus: and with 
it fully agree two very ancient Latin Symbols, 
which have been preserved by Tertullian. 

The precise age of these two documents we may 
not be able to determine: but, as that writer 
flourished about the year 200; they obviously 
must have been drawn up, not later than during 
the lapse of the second century, or not later than 
during the lives of the first succession from the 
Apostles '. | 

I. One of these ancient Symbols, with Tertul- 
lian’s introductory comment, runs in manner fol- 
lowing. 

There is a Rule of Faith, that now henceforth we 
may profess what we may defend: that Rule, to wit, 
by which it is thus believed. 

Without all doubt, there ts one God: nor ts there 
any other beside the Creator of the world; who, 
through his own Word emitted first of all things, 
produced all things out of nothing. 

That Word is called his Son. In his name, that 
is, of God, the Word variously appeared to the 
Patriarchs : was always heard in the Prophets : was 
lastly sent, from the Spirit and Virtue of God, into 
the Virgin Mary ; was made flesh in her womb ; 
was born from her a man; and was Jesus Christ. 
Henceforth, the Word preached a new law and a 
new promise of the kingdom of heaven: accom- 
plished virtues: was fixed to the cross: rose again 


1 See Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. i. Oper. p. 274, 275. 
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on the third day: was snatched up into the heavens : 
and sat at the right hand of the Father. 

This same Word further sent the vicarious energy 
of the Holy Ghost, who might guide those that 
believe: and he will finally come with brighiness, to 
take the saints to the fruition of eternal life and of 
the heavenly promises, and to judge the profane with 
perpetual fire; a resurrection of each part being 
made with the restitution of the flesh’. 

2. The other Symbol speaks exactly to the 
same purpose. 

Both always, and now yet more as being instructed 
by the Paraclete, we receive and maintain the fol- 
lowing articles of Faith. 

We believe in one God: but, nevertheless, under 
this dispensation, which we call the Economy. 


' Regula est autem fidei, ut jam hinc quid defendamus pro- 
fiteamur ; illa scilicit, qua creditur : 

Unum omnino Deum esse, nec alium preter mundi condi- 
torem; qui universa ex nihilo produxerit per Verbum suum 
primo omnium emissum. Id Verbum Filius ejus in nomine 
Dei varié visum patriarchis, in prophetis semper auditum, pos- 
tremo delatum ex Spiritu Dei et virtute in Virginem Mariam, . 
carnem factum in utero ejus, et ex ea natum hominem, et esse 
Jesum Christum: exinde preedicasse novam legem et novam 
promissionem regni ccelorum, virtutes fecisse, fixum cruci, 
tertia die resurrexisse : in ccelos ereptum, sedisse ad dexteram 
Patris: misisse vicariam vim Spiritus Sancti, qui credentes agat : 
venturum cum claritate, ad sumendos sanctos in vite sterne 
et promissorum ccelestium fructum, et ad prophanos judicandos 
igni perpetuo, facta utriusque partis resuscitatione cum carnis 
restitutione. Tertull. de preescript. adv. heret. Oper. p. 100. 


10 
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We say, that of the one God there ts also his Son, 
namely his Word: who proceeded from him; through 
whom all things were made; and without whom no- 
thing was made. We believe, that he was sent by 
the Father into the Virgin; and that from her ie 
was born both man and God, the son of man and the 
Son of God, named Jesus Christ. We believe, that 
he suffered, that he died and was buried according 
to the Scriptures, that he was raised again by the 
Father, that he was taken back into heaven, that he 
sitteth at the right hand of the Father, and that he 
will come again to judge both the quick and the dead. 

Who thence, according to his promise, sent forth, 
from the Father, the Holy Ghost the Paraclete, the 
sanctifier of the faith of those who believe in the 
Father and in the Son and in the Holy Ghost’. 


1 Nos vero, et semper, et nunc magis ut instructiores per 
Paracletum deductorem scilicet omnis veritatis, unicum quidem 
_ Deum credimus: sub tamen hac dispensatione, quam oixovoulay 
dicimus : ut unici Dei sit et Filius Sermo ipsius, qui ex ipso 
processerit, per quem omnia facta sunt, et sine quo factum est 
nihil. Hunc missum a Patre in Virginem, et ex ea natum ho- 
. minem et Deun, filium hominis et Filium Dei, et cognominatum 
Jesum Christum. Hunc passum, hunc mortuum et sepultum 
secundum Scripturas, et resuscitatum a Patre, et in ccelo re- 
sumptum, sedere ad dexteram Patris, venturum judicare vivos 
et mortuos. Qui exinde miserit, secundum promissionem suam, 
a Patre Spiritum Sanctum Paracletum, sanctificatorem fidei 
eorum qui credunt in Patrem et Filium et Spiritum Sanctum. 
Tertull. adv. Prax. § 1. Oper. p. 405. 

I need scarcely to remark: that Tertullian’s adoption of the 
whimsical speculation of the descent of the Paraclete upon Mon- 
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3. It is worthy of remark: that, to these two 
Symbols respectively, Tertullian subjoins two very 


tanus, to which he alludes in the exordium of this second Sym- 
bol, affects not the doctrine set forth in the Symbol itself. 
Tertullian’s montanistical fancy did not at all interfere with his 
own abstract belief respecting the nature and economical office 
of the Holy Ghost. Here, so far as I know, he perfectly agreed 
with the Catholic Church: the standard doctrine of which is 
propounded in the Symbol. 

As for Montanus, whose enthusiastic reveries were so unac- 
countably adopted by Tertullian, he has been, I think, much 
misrepresented. 

His doctrine I have stated to be; that The Paraclete de- 
scended upon him: for, in truth, I can find no sufficient evi- 
dence, on the strength of which to charge him with the monstrous 
notion, sometimes ascribed to him; that HE HIMSELF was the 
Paraclete incarnate. 

From the writings of his proselyte Tertullian, at least, I 
gather his real doctrine to have been: that Zhe Paraclete 
descended upon him, not in the way of personal incarnation, but 
only as the same Paraclete had already descended upon the 
Apostles in the day of Pentecost. Whence, in consequence of 
this lamentable delusion, he claimed to be the appointed instru- 
ment of putting the last finish to the Gospel by rendering it more 
completely spiritual than the less-gifted Apostles had left it. 

Such, through the specially extraordinary inspiration of the 
Spirit, was the lofty commission, with which Montanus asserted 
himself to be entrusted: and, avowedly on the strength of it, 
his followers assumed the name of rvevparcxoi or spiritual ; 
while the despised Catholics they denominated yvyicot or 
animal. 

On the whole, I should incline to say, that Montanus was a 
wrong-headed fanatic ; rather than, in the strictly legitimate 
sense of the word, that he was a doctrinal heretic. 
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important declaratory attestations ; each of which 
respects, not:a mere opinion, but an absolute his- 
torical Fact. 

The following is the attestation, subjoined to the 
first Symbol. 

This Rule, instituted by Christ, admits of no ques- 
tions among us: except, indeed, only those questions, 
which heresies introduce, and which in return make 
heretics '. 

The following, again, is the attestation, sub- 
joined to the second Symbol. 

This Rule or Symbol of Faith has descended to 
us from the very beginning of the Gospel, even prior 
to every heretic who can claim the highest antiquity: 
a matter, which the very circumstance, of All here- 
tics being later than tt, will most abundantly demon- 
strate. In short, agatnst all heresies, this canon may 
be safely laid down: WHATEVER IS FIRST, IS TRUE ; 
WHATEVER IS LATER, IS SPURIOUS’. 

We can with difficulty conceive, how two such 
declarations as these could have been publicly and 


1 Hec regula, a Christo, ut probabitur, instituta, nullas 
habet apud nos queestiones ; nisi quas hereses inferunt, et que 
hereticos faciunt. Tertull. de preescript. adv. her. Oper. 
p- 100. 

? Hanc regulam ab initio Evangelii decucurrisse, etiam ante 
priores quosque heereticos,—probabit ipsa posteritas omnium 
hereticorum.—Quoper zeque adversus universas heereses Jam 
hine preejudicatum sit: Id esse verum, quodcunque primum ; 
id esse adulterum, quodcunque posterius. Tertull. adv. Prax. 
§ 1. Oper. p. 405. 
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controversially hazarded by Tertullian ; declara- 
tions, it will be observed, which respect the yea 
or the nay of a mere naked Fact: unless he had 
known it to be a matter past all contradiction ; 
both that the Symbols were universally known 
and believed, by his contemporaries, to set forth 
the aboriginal faith of the Catholic Church as 
taught by Christ and his Apostles; that the 
Catholic Church of his own time received them as - 
accurate statements of that faith; and that a 
dissent from them, or a rejection of them, was an 
acknowledged mark of innovating heretical pravity. 

VI. We have, however, yet earlier attestation 
to a Fact, than even that of Tertullian, though fe 
was flourishing at the latter end of the second cen- 
tury: the attestation, too, of a much more venera- 
ble, and in some respects of a much more compe- 
tent, witness; the attestation, annexed to the pré- 
eminently ancient Symbol, which has been handed 
down to us by the holy Irenéus, the scholar of 
Polycarp, the disciple of St. John '. 


1 Perhaps I may be permitted here to mention : that Eu- 
sebius has preserved a summary of doctrine equivalent to a 
Symbol, which, if genuine, may indeed claim to itself the very 
highest praise both of antiquity and of authority. 

This summary purports to be the substance of the prepared 
first address of the Apostle Thaddéus to King Agbarus and the 
Edessenes : and Eusebius states ; that he himself translated it 
verbatim from the syriac original, which the Church of Edessa 
had preserved in her archives. 

Such 
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Polycarp received the crown of martyrdom in 
the year 147: and Irenéus, who in his youth was 
a diligent hearer of him, was born in the year 97, 
and wrote his Work against heresies in the year 
175. Great, therefore, and important, so far as 
the two points of chronology and personal charac- 
ter are concerned, is the value of his testimony. 

But its value is yet further increased by the 
‘circumstance, of his having been intimately ac- 
quainted with the Churches both of the East and 
of the West. For, as, during the earlier part of 
his life, he dwelt in Asia under the immediate eye 
of his apostolic master Polycarp: so, during the 
latter part of it, he presided, as Bishop, in the 
Gallican Church of Lyons. . 

Thus excellently, in every respect, is he qua- 
lified to be an unimpeachable witness both to 


Such testimony sufficiently proves the remote antiquity of 
the document: but, whether it were actually the profession of 
faith made by the Apostle Thaddéus, is a somewhat different 
question. 

In general, I may observe: that it exhibits the distinct out- 
line of a Creed or rather of an Ecthesis treating of the nature 
and offices of Christ. And, in particular, I may remark: that, 
with a plain allusion to the doctrme propounded by the well 
known text in Philipp. ii. 6—8, it unequivocally sets forth the 
tenet of our Lord’s divinity. Christ, it says, submitted to 
death: and, by that extraordinary act of humility, éopéxpuvey 
avrov ry Oedrnra, he diminished his own godhead, or made his 
own godhead to be little. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. i. c. 18. 
p. 26. 


\ 
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DOCTRINES and to FACTS: tO DOCTRINES, whether 
they agreed or disagreed with those which he had 
received from St. John through only the single 
intervening channel of Polycarp; to racts, whether 
such doctrines were universally received in the 
Churches both of the East and of the West, and 
whether the members of those Churches unani- 
mously maintained that in each line of succession 
they had been regularly handed down from Christ 
and his Apostles. 

In all points, therefore, we cannot have a more 
thoroughly satisfactory witness than Irenéus : for, 
in chronology and in character and in competency, 
he is alike unexceptionable. 

The Church, though dispersed through the whole 
world to the ends of the earth, hath recewed this 
Faith from the Apostles and their disciples. 

She believes in one God the Father Almighty, who 
hath made the heaven and the earth and the seas and 
all things in them. 

And in one Jesus Christ the Son of God, who 
became incarnate for our salvation. 

And in the Holy Ghost: who, through the pro- 
phets, preached the dispensations, and the advenis, 
and the birth from the Virgin, and the passton, and 
the resurrection from the dead, and the tncarnate 
assumption to heaven, of our beloved Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and his coming from heaven, in the glory 
of the Father, to recapitulate all things, and to 
raise up all flesh of all mankind: in order that, to 

VOL. I. N 
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Jesus Christ, our Lord and God and Saviour and 
King, according to the good pleasure of the invist- 
ble Father, every knee may bow, of things in heaven 
and things on earth and things under the earth ; 
and in order that every tongue may confess hem ; 
and in order that he may in all things execute just 
judgment '. 

What, in point of its actual composition or its 
actual drawing up, the precise age of this venera- 
ble Symbol may be, I pretend not to determine: 
but we can scarcely deem it more modern, than 
the earlier part of the second century. From his 
very boyhood, it was evidently familiar to Irenéus : 
and he both attests, we see, the universal: recep- 


'"H peév yap ’ExxAnola, xaizep cab’ GAne ric olkoupérne Ewe 
TEpaTwy Tic ync Cleomappéyn, mapa O& Trav dxroordAwy Kal rev 
éxeivwy pabnraey nwapadaPovca riv ele Eva Ocody Ilarépa rayro- 
xpdropa, roy meroinxéra roy obpavdy Kal riy yijy kal rac Oudée- 
gac xal wavra ra év abroic, xiorty’ Kad eig Eva Xproroy "Inoovy, 
rov Yiov rov Oeov, roy capkwhévra Uwép ric Hperépac owrnplac* 
kal cic Ivetpa"Aytoy, TO ca rev mpodyTay Kexnpvyxog Tac olKo- 
voulac, kal rac éXevoetc, kal ry ex wapBévov yérvynowy, Kal ro 
wdBoc, Kat ry Eyepoty ex vexp&y, kal rv tvoapxor elc rove ov- 
pavoug dvadnfuv, rot yyarnpévov Xpicrov “Incod rov Kvpiov 
Npay, Kal ry éx rv ovpavey éy rq ddéy rov Tarpoc wrapovclay 
avrov, él ro dvaxepadatwoacba ra wdyra, Kal dyaorijca wa- 
gay capxa xaonc dyOpwrdrnroc, iva Xpiorg ‘Inoov, rg Kuply 
poy, Kal Oeg, wal Lwrijp, kat Baowei, cara riyv evdokiay row 
Tlarpo¢ rov dopdrov, ray yévu xdpily érovpaviwy Kal éexcyelwy 
kal karaxOoviwy, kal mica yAwooa éloporoyhonrar abrg, xai 
kplaw dcxaiay év roicg waot wochonra. Tren. adv. heer. lib. i. 
c. 2. p. 34—36. 
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tion of the doctrines which it inculcates; and 
stamps, with his own unimpeachable impress the 
strict apostolicity of those doctrines. 

In another place, he gives what may be deemed 
a sort of paraphrase of it: still, as a Fact, declaring 
the universal reception of its doctrines, whether 
delivered in writing or communicated orally. 

Uf it had so happened, that the Apostles had left 
us no Scriptures: must we not then have followed 
the order of that tradition, which they committed to 
those with whom they entrusted the Churches? To 
this, many nations of tlliterate barbarians, who be- 
lieve in Christ, do virtually assent. For, by the 
Spirit, without tnk or letters, they have salvation 
written in their hearts: and they diligently preserve 
the aboriginal tradition. 

Hence, they believe in one God, the maker of 
heaven and earth and all things in them through 
Jesus Christ the Son of God: who, out of his ex- 
ceeding great love toward his own creature, submitied 
to be born of a virgin, uniting in himself man to 
God. He suffered under Pontws Pilate: rose 
again: was received into glory. And he shall come 
again, the Saviour of those who are saved, and the 
Judge of those who are judged: sending into eternal 
Jire those, who change the truth, and who despise his 
Father and his own advent. 

Those, who, without letters, have received this 
faith, are, with respect to our language indeed, bar- 
barians : but, with respect to sentiment and morality 

N 2 | 


180 THE APOSTOLICITY [BOOK I. 


and conversation, they are very wise through faith ; 
and, living in all justice and chastity and wisdom, 
they are pleasing unto God. If any person, speaking 
in their own language, reports to them the strange 
inventions of heretics, they quickly shut their ears 
and fiee from them as far as possible, not enduring 
to hear their blasphemous discourse’. 

1. From the testimony of Irenéus, we may learn, 
I think, the following important historical racts. 


1 Quid autem, si neque Apostoli quidem Scripturas reliquis- 
sent nobis, nonne oportebat ordinem sequi traditionis, quam 
tradiderunt iis quibus committebant ecclesias ? Cui ordinationi 
assentiunt multe gentes barbarorum eorum qui in Christum 
credunt, sine charactere vel atramento scriptam habentes per 
Spiritum in cordibus suis salutem, et veterem traditionem dili- 
genter custodientes, in unum Deum credentes fabricatorem ceeli 
et terree et omnium que in eis sunt per Christum Jesum Dei 
Filium. Qui, propter eminentissimam erga figmentum suum 
dilectionem, eam quze esset ex Virgine generationem sustinuit, 
ipse per se hominem adunans Deo ; et passus sub Pontio Pilato; 
et, resurgens et in claritate receptus in gloria, venturus salvator 
eorum qui salvantur, et judex eorum qui judicantur, et mittens 
in ignem eseternum transfiguratores veritatis et contemptores 
Patris sui et adventus ejus. 

Hanc fidem qui sine literis crediderunt, quantum ad sermo- 
nem nostrum, barbari sunt: quantum autem ad sententiam et 
consuetudinem et conversationem, propter fidem, perquam sapi- 
entissimi sunt, et placent Deo, conversantes in omni justitia et 
castitate et sapientia. Quibus si aliquis annunciaverit ea quz 
ab heereticis adinventa sunt, proprio sermone eorum colloquens, 
statim concludentes aures, longo longius fugient, ne audire qui- 
dem sustinentes blasphemum colloquium. Iren. adv. her. 
lib. iii. c. 4. § 2. p. 172. 
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(1.) The doctrines, contained in the mutually 
harmonious Symbols of the Church Catholic, were 
the doctrines, not merely of a few speculative indi- 
viduals, but of the whole body of the faithful, 
whether high or low, whether rich or poor, 
whether lettered or unlettered, whether refined or 
barbarian. 

(2.). At that early period, those doctrines, in 
every part of the world and in every distinct pro- 
vincial Church, were unanimously believed to be 
the doctrines taught by the Apostles and concord- 
antly handed down from them in each ecclesiastical 
succession. 

(3.) Irenéus, who with perfect certainty must 
have known what doctrines had been in early life 
communicated to him by Polycarp the immediate 
disciple of St. John, pronounced the doctrines, 
taught in the universally received Symbols, to be 
those identical doctrines, which he had himself 
personally received from his venerable preceptor 
under the assurance that his preceptor had first 
personally received the very same doctrines from 
the mouth of the inspired Apostle. 

(4.) Such persons, as, starting up occasionally, 
in this place or in that place, in this year or in that 
year, impugned the doctrines cantained in the 
Symbols, were invariably, by the members of the 
Catholic Communion, viewed with horror, as pro- 
fane imnovators, who had departed from the primi- 
tive rule of faith: that rule, which was well known 
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to have been delivered by the Apostles, and which 
was carefully preserved, with perfect mutual agree- 
ment, by each detached Society of Christians, in 
whatever part of the earth, under its proper Bishop 
and Presbyters, that Society might have its local 
habitation. . | 

2. These racts, simply as facts, are manifestly 
established by the direct testimony of Irenéus: 
and, from them all conjointly, on the just princi- 
ples of historical evidence, the following additional 
palmary FACT must assuredly result. 

The doctrines, contained in the Symbol pre- 
served and explained by Irenéus, were the precise 
doctrines, taught by the Apostles, and from them 
handed down in all the various harmonising suc- 
cessions to the entire and collective Church 
Catholic. 

3. In the abstract, the Apostles themselves may 
have been men divinely inspired, as Christians 
believe ; or they may have been crafty impostors, 
as infidels contend : but ¢his precise question, un- 
der this special aspect, is nothing to my present 
purpose. I am xow concerned with mere histo- 
rical Facts: and one of those Facts is; that, 
Whether abstractedly true or abstractedly false, the 
Apostles taught the. identical doctrines contained tn 
the Symbol handed down to us by Frenéus. 

VII. Beside the larger Symbols which I have 
adduced, there was occasionally used in the 
early Church a very short Symbol, which seems 
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to have been denominated the Symbol of the 
Trinity. . 

The notice of this short Creed will lead me to 
dwell somewhat more fully than I have hitherto 
done on that very important part of my subject, 
the public profession of faith made by every Cate- 
chumen, at the time of his baptism, in the words 
of some one of the several harmonising Symbols 
adopted by the various provincial branches of the 
one Church Catholic. 

I call this part of my subject zmportant, because 
the very circumstance of such universal public pro- 
fession distinctly evinces: that the doctrinal sys- 
tem, uniformly propounded in all the Symbols 
alike, was not a congeries of speculations, taken 
up by a few fanciful dividuals, subsequent to the 
time of the Apostles, and in opposition to the 
system which they had taught; but that it was 
the system, invariably received throughout the 
entire Church, in all parts of the world, from the 
very apostolic age itself’. | 


> "Ooo ay recoOdor kal meorevwory ddnOH ratra ra bo’ pov 
didacxdpera cal eydpera elyat, nal Body ofrwe dvvacba tmoy- 
yovrar, edyeobal re cal aireiv vnorevovres rapa rov Oeod ray 
rponpaprnpévwy adecty dwacxorrat, Hay cuvevxopervwy Kal ovy- 
ynarevovruy abroic. “Erera d&yovra t¢' hpav EvOa tdwp éori* 
Kal, rpdmoy dvayevyijaewc bv Kal feic avrol dvayevynOnper, 
Avayevvavra "En évduarog yap rov [larpog ray drwy cal 
Agowérov Qeov, cai rov Lwrijpoc Huwy “Inoov Xpicrov, xai Iyvev- 
paroc ‘Ayiov, ro év rg boare rore Novrpov rowdyra. Justin. 


10 
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Immediately previous to his baptism, each Cate- 
chumen, whatever might be his rank or attain- 
ments, was interrogated as to his faith: and he 
then, thus adopting it as his own, made his public 
profession, either in the form of some one of the 
longer Symbols, or in the form of that shorter 
Symbol which was called the Symbol of the Trinity. 
Now this shorter Symbol was evidently constructed 
upon the form of administering baptism, which 
our Lord himself had prescribed: and it ran in 
manner following. 

I believe in God: the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost’. | 

In the original Greek, as Bishop Bull justly ob- 
serves, the sentence is so constructed, that the 
word God belongs, as a common predicate, to the 
Son and to the Spirit, no less than to the Father: 
and, this indubitable sense of the Creed, I have, 
accordingly, in the English version of it, expressed 
by the instrumentality of punctuation. I say m- 
dubitable : because, agreeably to the force of the 
original, it was thus understood by the ancients, 


Apol. i. Oper. p. 78. See also Quest. et Respons. ad Ortho- 
dox. in Oper. Justin. p. 325. Cyprian. Epist. lxxiii. Oper. vol. 
li. p. 200, 

1 Hioretw ele rov Oedv* roy Ilarépa, roy Yior, cairo “Aywyr 
Hyevpa. See Bull. Jud. Eccles. Cathol. c. iv. § 3. The most 
absolutely strict translation of this Creed gives the sense of its 
framers even yet more definitely and precisely. J believe in the 
Deity : the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
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who should best know the meaning which it was 
intended to convey. 

My authority for styling this short Creed the 
Symbol of the Trinity is Firmilian in his epistle to 
Cyprian. The very name, which he bestows upon 
it, shews how it was understood: and he speaks, 
at the same time, of the legitimate ecclesiastical 
interrogation, to which this Symbol of the Trinity 
was the appointed answer’. 

The same account of the matter is given by 
Cyril of Jerusalem in those supplemental lectures, 
which he was wont to deliver to his late Cate- 
chumens subsequent to their baptism. 

Ye were brought, says he, to the holy laver of 
diwine baptism, as Christ was brought from the cross 
to hus appointed sepulchre: and there each one of 
you was asked, tf he believed in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost ; and 
ye confessed a salutary confession, and ye were thrice 
plunged beneath the water and thrice emerged from 
it ?,—For each one of you, when interrogated, was 


1 Nunquid et hoc Stephanus, et qui illi consentiunt, compro- 
bant: maximé cui nec Symbolum Trinitatts, nec interrogatio 
legitima et ecclesiastica defuit? Potest credi aut remissio pec- 
catorum data, aut lavacri salutaris regeneratio rite perfecta, ubi 
omnia, quamvis ad imaginem veritatis, tamen per demonem 
gesta sunt? ‘Nisi si et deemonem in nomine Pairis et Filtt et 
Spiritus Sancti, gratiam baptismi dedisse contendunt, qui he- 
reticorum baptisma defendunt. Firmil. Epist. ad Cyprian. 
Epist. xxv. Cyprian. Oper. vol. ii. p. 228. 

4 Mera ratra éxi rv dyiay rov Oelov Barrioparog éxepayw- 
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directed to answer: I believe in the Father, and in 
the Son, and in the Holy Ghost, and in one bapitsm 
of repentance’. 

To the same purpose also speaks Tertullian, at 
a much earlier period than that during which Cyril 
flourished. 

When our Lord was leaving this world, his last 
command was, that his Apostles should bapttse snto 
the Father and into the Son and into the Holy 
Ghost, not into any one of them separately from the 
others. Hence we are dipped, not merely once, but 
three times ; each immersion at each name of each 
person *.— Before we enter into the water, and some 
lettle time previously in the church under the hand of 
the Bishop, we protest, that we renounce the devil 
and his pomp and his angels. Then we are immerged 
three times, answering somewhat more than the Lord 
an the Gospel commanded *. 


yeiobe codhupBhOpay, dc 6 Xprordc awd rov aravpov él ro xpo- 
kelpevov pyipa’ kal ypwrdro Exagroc, ei miorevet el¢ TO Syvopa 
rov Ilarpo¢ xal rov Yiov cal rov ‘Ayiov Ivevparocg’ cal wpodo- 
yhoare ry owrhpwy dporoylay, cai xarediere rplroy eic ro Ddwp, 
kal wahty dvedbere. Cyril. Hieros. Catech. Myst. ii. p. 232. 

* Tére ool édéyero eimeiv' Ttoreiw ele rov Harépa, cal sic rov 
Yiov, wad elg rd “Aytoy Ivetpa, wal ele ty Bawrriopa peravoiac. 
Cyril. Hieros, Catech. Myst. i. p. 230. 

* Novissimé mandans, ut tingerent in Patrem et Filium et 
Spiritum Sanctum, non in unum. Nam, nec semel, sed ter, ad 
singula nomina in singulas personas tingimur. Tertull. adv. 
Prax. § xvi. Oper. p. 426. 

* Aquam adituri ibidem, sed et aliquanto prius in ecclesia sub 
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Tertullian’s expression, answering somewhat 
more, plainly refers to the renunciation of the devil 
and his works: which he had mentioned imme- 
diately before ; and which, he tells us, was made 
at the font as well as previously in the church 
before the Bishop. This renunciation, however 
decorous and proper, still constituted no part of 
the precise baptismal -formula which our Lord 
commanded in the Gospel. Hence Tertullian 
accurately calls it somewhat more. But the very 
necessity of his language implies, that, as in bap- 
tism the candidates answered somewhat more than 
our Lord commanded, they of course answered 
also what our Lord did command. If, then, they 
answered according to what our Lord did com- 
mand, they must clearly, when interrogated, have 
made a profession of faith expressly built upon the 
baptismal formula. And, accordingly, as we learn 
both from Firmilian and from Cyril, that profes- 
sion was a solemn recital of the short Creed deno- 
minated the Symbol of the Trinity. I -may add, 
that Tertullian has given us, what is manifestly an 
interpretation of the present Symbol, and what 
shews most distinctly the propriety of its familiar 
appellation. 

The Father is God; and the Son is God; 


antistitis manu contestamur, nos renunciare diabolo et pompz 
et angelis ejus. Dehinc ter mergitamur, amplius aliquid re- 
spondentes, quam Dominus in evangelijo determinavit. Tertull. 
de coron. mil. § 11. Oper. p. 449. 
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and the Spirit is God: and each one of them is 
God". 

Such was the Creed publicly professed by every 
individual, when, by baptism, he was admitted into 
the Catholic Church of Christ. On receiving the 
legitimate ecclesiastical interrogation, as Firmilian 
speaks, he recited and declared his assent to the 
Symbol of the Trinity. The necessity of making 
this profession excluded all, who could not receive, 
what was, in all the Churches, held and believed 
to be the primitive apostolic doctrine: and those, 
who stood thus excluded, or those, who subse- 
quently (in the language of the Antiochian Fathers) 
abjured the mystery into which they had been 
baptised, were from the very first pronounced, 
even by the mere circumstance of their upstart 
novelty, to be manifest corrupters of the ancient 
and sincere faith *. 

If any one, says Cyprian, could be baptised among 
the heretics, he might obtain also remission of sins: 
and, if he obtained remission of sins, he might be 
sanctified and made the temple of God. But, I ask, 
of what God? If of the Creator ; he, who did not 
believe in him, could not be made his temple: if of 
Christ ; netther could he, who denies Christ to be 
God, be the temple of Christ : if of the Holy Spirit ; 


* Pater Deus; et Filius Deus; et Spiritus Deus: et Deus 
unusquisque. Tertull. adv. Prax. § 10. Oper. p: 414. 

* Tor eopynodpevoy ro pvoripwv. Epist. Episc. Antioch. 
Concil. apud Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. vii. c. 80. p. 230. 
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since these three are one, how could the Holy Spirit 
be reconciled to him, who is an enemy both to the 
Father and to the Son' ? 

But not only was the brief Symbol of the Trinity 
recited by every Catechumen at the time of his 
baptism : some one of the larger Creeds, whatever 
might be the precise form adopted by each par- 
ticular provincial Church, was also recited by him, 
on the same occasion, before the Bishop or Pres- 
byter and the whole Assembly of the Faithful. 

Such, as Ruffinus testifies, was the ancient cus- 
tom in the Roman Church?: and such, as the 
assembled Fathers of the first Nicene Council tes- 
tify, was the custom in all the various Churches, 
where they themselves had severally been cate- 
chised and baptised *. 


' Cyprian. Epist. Ixxiii. Oper. vol. ii. p. 203. See above, 
book i. c. 5. § v. 

? Mos.ibi (scil. Rome) servatur antiquus, eos, qui gratiam 
baptismi suscepturi sunt, publicé, id est, fidelium populo audi- 
enti, symbolum reddere. Ruffin. Expos. in Symbol. Apost. 
art. i, ad calc. Cyprian. Oper. p. 17. Oxon. 1682. 

Ruffinus of Aquileia flourished in the fourth century : and he 
speaks of the custom, we see, as being even then an ancient one. 

.* KaOéic raped&Boper, say the collective Fathers of the first 
Nicene Council respecting the Symbol out of which they had 
severally received their christian institution, rapa ray «po 
poy éxuoxérwy, kal év rq mpwry Karnxfoe, kat dre ro Nourpor 
éhapBavouery. Euseb. Pamphil. Epist. ad Eccles. Cesar. Pa- 
Jest. apud Socrat. Hist. Eccles. lib. i. c. 8. Theodor. Hist. 
Eccles. lib. i. c. 12. Gelas. Cyzic. Hist. Concil. Nic. prim. 
lib. ii. c. 34. 
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One of the larger Symbols, with the antecedent 
renunciation, thrown into the precise form in which 
immediately before his baptism it was publicly 
recited by the now fully prepared Catechumen, 
has been preserved in the Work denominated 
The Apostolical Constitutions. 

I renounce Satan, and his works, and hts pomps, 
and his service, and his angels, and his inventions, 
and all that are sulject to him: and I devote myself 
to Christ. 

- And I believe : and I am baptised into the one 
unbegotten alone true Almighty God, the Father of 
the Christ, the maker and creator of all things, from 
whom are all things. 

And into the Lord Jesus Christ, his only-begotten 

Son ; born before the whole creation, begotten before 
the worlds through the good pleasure of the Father ; 
through whom all things were made, both in heaven 
and on earth, both visible and invisible ; who came 
down from heaven in the last days, and assumed 
flesh, and was born from the holy Virgin Mary, and 
led holily after the laws of his God and Father, 
and was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and died for 
us; and after his passion rose again from the dead 
on the third day, and ascended to heaven, and sitteth 
at the right hand of the Father ; and will come agai 
with glory at the end of the world to judge the 
quick and the dead, of whose kingdom there shall be 
no end. 

And I am baptised into the Holy Ghost, that ts 
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the Paraclete ; who worketh in all the saints, from 
the beginning of the world ; but who was afterward 
sent also to the Apostles from the Father according 
to the promise of our Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and, after the Apostles, to all who believe in the 
Holy Catholic Church: and I am baptised into the 
resurrection of the flesh, and the forgiveness of sins, 
and the kingdom of heaven, and the, life of the future 
world’. 


' "Awordocopat rg Laravg, kai roig tpyog abrov, cal raig 
ropraig avrov, cal raic Narpeiate adrov, xal roic ayyédore abrov, 
Kal raic épevpeoty abrov, kal raat roic bn’ abréy. Mera d€ ry 
arorayny, cuvracadpevoc Aeyérw, Sri Kal cvyrdccopa r@ Xptorg, 
kal morevw, kai Barrilopa cic Eva dyévynrov pdévov adnOivor 
Oedy wayroxpdropa, row Harépa rot Xpiorov, xrlorny cai Snpt- 
oupyoy Trev axayrwy, é& ov ra wavra’ Kal sig rov Képtoy Incoiy 
tov Xptoroy, roy povoyev avrov Yiov, Tov xpwrérokoy maonc 
krloewc, 7Ov Tpo alwywy evdoxia rov Ilarpoc yevvnOévra, 6’ ob 
ra wayra éyévero Ta Ev ovparvoic Kat Ew yijc, opard re cal adpara, 
roy én’ éoyarwy huepSy caredOdvra é& obpavdy, kal cdpxa dvaha- 
Bévra, xal éx rijc¢ dyiacg rapBévov Maplag yevynPévra, Kai wode- 
revoapevoy oolwe pera rove vdépoug Tov Oeov Kal Harpo¢ abroi, 
kat oraupwéyvra éxt Tovriov IAarov, cat dxoPavdrra wrép 
hpov, cai dvacravra éx vexpov pera ro mabey rq rpiry huepgs 
Kat dvehOdvra eic rove obpavovg, cal xaOecOévra éy dekiG Tov 
Tarpoc, cat radu épydpevoy er cvvredelg rov aldvog pera ddénc 
kpiva: GGvrac Kal vexpovc, ov rijc Bactrelag ove tora rédoc” 
Barrifopat cai el¢ rd Ivetpa ro “Aywy, rovréert rov Tapd- 
KAnrov, TO Evepyfjoay év waot roic dx’ aldvoc dylowc, terepor 
6€ drooradiy cal roic droorédorg mapa rov Harpoc card ny 
érayyeNlay Tov cwripog hay Kupiov ‘Incov Xpicrod, cal pera 
rovg droordédovs O€ raat Toic miorevovery, év rH dylg caBoduKy 
exxdnolg, sic capkog dydoraciy, kal cic figeoty dpaprioy, cal 
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To the testimonies which have been already 
adduced for the historical establishment of the 
very important fact, that, at the time of his bap- 
tism, every Catechumen openly received and so- 
lemnly adopted as his own the Symbol of the 
Church into which he was admitted a member, I 
may fitly subjoin that of the venerable Trenéus. 

He has preserved to us, as we have seen, the 
primitive Symbol which was used in his days: and 
he has attached to it the two-fold declaration ; 
that zz exhibited the fatth of the Universal Church 
in every quarter of the world, and that the Universal 
Church recewed it from the Apostles and their 
disciples '. 

Now, respecting this Symbol which he pro- 
nounces to be the zmmoveable rule of the truth, he . 
informs us: that each believer, at the time of his 
baptism, accepted and adopted it, as a firm safe- 
guard against the blasphemies of heresy *. 

Would we, therefore, learn the faith of every 
individual member of the Catholic Church from 
the very beginning, nothing more is requisite, than 


cic Baoirelavy obparmy, cai cic Gwiy rov péddovrog alwyvoc. 
Constit. Apost. lib. vii. c. 41. Patr. Apost. Cotel. vol. i. p. 383. 

' See above, book i. chap. 6. § vi. 

? Obrw dé 6 roy xavéva rijc dAnOelac dxAvij év Eavrge Karé- 
xwr, dy did rov Barricparoc ciAnge, Ta pev ex roy ypadwy Gyd~ 
para, cad rdc Néketc, cal rdcg wapafsordc, éexcyvicerat, ry dé 
BArAdognpoy UxdVecw ravrny éxvyywoerar. Tren. adv. heer. lib. 
i. cc 1. § 57. p. 34. 
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that we should simply peruse the Symbol handed 
down to us by Irenéus from the Apostles and their 
disciples. 

VIII. In conclusion, I may be allowed to call 
the attention of the dispassionate investigator of 
historical truth to the remarkable harmony of all 
these ancient Creeds which I have collected to- 
gether. 

Irenéus asserts the unity of the catholic faith 
throughout the whole world: and the various 
Symbols of the three first centuries, whether Latin 
or Greek or African, fully bear him out in his 
assertion. 

For the most part, even their phraseology is 
the same: but, invariably, their arrangement and 
their doctrine are identical. 

Now this is A MERE NAKED FACT, of which each 
individual may form a competent judgment. The 
DOCTRINE, taught in the Symbols, he may receive 
or he may reject. But the bare ract itself will re- 
main unaltered, whatever may be his own personal: 
opinion as to the abstract truth or falsehood of the 
doctrine in question. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


RESPECTING THE TESTIMONY AFFORDED TO THE FACT 
OF THE POSITIVE ANTIQUITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF 
THE TRINITY, BY THE ANCIENT LITURGIES OF THE 
EARLY CHURCH. 


| 


Wira the avowed theological belief of men, their 
mode of worship will inevitably correspond: for 
it is a plain contradiction to suppose, that their 
belief will be of one description, but. that their 
mode of worship will be of another. 

A Trinitarian will ever worship,.as a Trini- 
tarian: and an Antitrinitarian will ever worship, 
a$ an Antitrinitarian. : 

Neither can unite with the other in the same 
form of public adoration. By the conscience of 
each, whether well or ill informed, this species of 
communion is effectually precluded. 

Hence, even by necessary anticipation, we may 
be morally certain: that the Liturgies of the early 
Church will speak the same language as her 
Symbols. 

Such, accordingly, is the fact. 
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As Bishop Bull well observes, all the ancient 
Liturgies extant, in whatever part of the world 
they may have been used, conta, under one 
modification or another, that solemn concluding 
Doxology to the Blessed Trinity with which every 
Catholic is so abundantly familiar ’. 

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER, AND TO THE SON, AND 
TO THE HOLY GHOST: BOTH NOW, AND ALWAY, AND TO 
ALL ETERNITY ~*. 

This Doxology is evidently built upon that brief 
and most remotely ancient Creed, which was fa- 
miliarly denominated the Symbol of the Trinity. 

I BELIEVE IN GOD: THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE 
HOLY GHOST °. 

And the Symbol of the Trinity, again, is mani- 
festly founded upon the formula of baptism en- 
joined and appointed by our Lord himself. 

BaPprtisE IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE 
SON, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST *. 


1 Bull’s Serm. serm. xiii. Works, vol. i. p. 331—333. 
Oxon. 
_ * Adéa Marpi, cai Yig, cal ‘Aylp Uvebpare kal vuy, cal ae, 
kai sic rove aljvac. Athan. de Virginit. Oper. vol. i. p. 829. 

The clause, 4s it was in the beginning, is not so ancient 
as the rest of the Doxology, having been subsequently added 
by the Western or Latin Church. Hence, as we shall pre- 
sently observe, it occurs not in any of the modifications of the 
Doxology, which are about to be adduced. 

? Muorevw cic rov Oedv’ roy Harépa, rov Yiov, kai ro “Aytoy 
IIvevpa. 

* Matt. xxviii. 19. 
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For, if each Catechumen is to be baptised in 
the zame of the three divine persons : each Christ- 
ian is required to profess his belief in the three 
divine persons. And, if each Christian be required 
thus to profess his belief in the three divine per- 
sons: the Doxology, to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost, as used in public worship, 
will be the necessary consequence. 

The Liturgy which commonly bears the name 
of the Clementine Liturgy, and the Directory which 
accompanies it, have been preserved in the eighth 
book of the Apostolical Constitutions. 

This Liturgy, whatever may be its actual an- 
tiquity, is confessed, in all its leading or principal 
parts, to exhibit the order of public worship ob- 
served in the Eastern Churches at least before the 
time of Constantine. Neither the Clementine 
Liturgy, however, nor any other of the old Litur- 
gies, was committed to writing until the fifth cen- 
tury. Hence, as it is impossible to know with 
certainty what additions may have been then made 
to the really ancient formula, I should not deem 
it satisfactory to produce evidence from this Li- 
turgy under the aspect of primitive testimony, 
unless such evidence were confirmed by other 
distinct and more ancient parallel testimony. Now 
the Clementine Liturgy affords evidence of the 
precise description here required. Under various 
modifications, it again and again presents the 
Doxology to the three persons of the Trinity, as 
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forming a constituent part of the public worship 
of the Church : and the Doxology itself is evinced 
to be of primeval antiquity by a mass of testimony 
altogether distinct from the Liturgy. 

In my exemplification, then, of the present line 
of evidence, I shall confine myself, on the one 
hand, to what is probably the oldest Liturgy ex- 
tant, and, on the other hand, to those concur- 
rent or parallel attestations which are of known 
and definite antiquity. 

I. The framers of the Clementine Liturgy seem 
to have made it a principle, that public prayers 
ought to close with a solemn Doxology to the 
three persons of the blessed Trinity. 

1. Such,:for instance, is the conclusion of the 
prayer at the ordination of Bishops. | 

Through thy holy child Jesus Christ, our God 
and Saviour: through whom be glory and honour 
and worship to thee, in the Holy Ghost, both now 
and ever and to all eternity’. 

2. Such, again, is the end of the prayer for 
the Catechumens. 

Through Christ our hope, who died for them: 
through whom be glory and worship to thee, in the 
Holy Ghost, for ever and ever ’. 


* Ata@ rov dylov matddc gov "Incotv Xpicrov, rov Oeov cai Lw- 
ripoc Huey oe’ ov aor Sdta, rin, Kal céBac, év ‘Aylp Ivedpare, 
voy kal del kal cig rove aiwvac rwv alwywy. Constit. Apost. 
lib. viti. c. 5. Patr. Apost. Cotel. vol. i. p. 396. 

* Acad Xprorod, riic EAmldoc Huw, rov brep abrwy drobavér- 


10 
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3. Similar, also, is the conclusion of the prayer 
for those, who are about to be baptised. 

Through Christ our Saviour: through whom be 
glory and honour and worship to thee, in the Holy 
Ghost, for ever and ever’. 

4. Such, likewise, is the conclusion of the 
prayer for the penitents. 

Through Christ our God and Saviour: through 
whom be glory and adoration to thee, in the Holy 
Ghost, for ever and ever *. 

5. Such, again, is the end of the general 
prayer for the faithful. 

Make them worthy of eternal life, which ts in 
Christ thy only-begotten Son, our God and Saviour : 
through whom be glory and worship to thee, in the 
Holy Ghost, now and alway and to all eternity *. 

6. In the same manner also concludes the 
consecration prayer before the administration of 
the Eucharist; a prayer, which embodies within 


roc’ 6’ ov aot dda kairo céBac, évy ‘Ayly: Lvevpare, sig rove 
aiwvac. Constit. Apost. lib. viii. c. 6. p. 398. 

* Ate Xprorov rod Lwrijgoc huwy dv od cor ddba, rea), cai 
otBac, évy ‘Aylg Ivetpart, cic rovg alovac. Constit. Apost. 
hb. viii. c. 8. p. 899. 

* Ata rov Xprorov rov Oeouw kal Lwripoc jor’ éc od cor ddba 
kal mpookurnarc, év rp ‘Aylp Ivevpart, elc rove alwvac. Const. 
Apos. lib. viii. c. 9. p. 400. 

* Karaklwoor avrove rijc aiwvlou Cwijc, rig év Xpor@ re Yig 
gov TH povoyevel, TP Oe Kai Lwrfpe hav’ o’ ov cor ddka cal 
ctBac, év ‘Ayiw vevpart, viv cal del cal cic rovg aidvac ray 
aiwywy. Const. Apos. lib. vill. c. 11. p. 402. 
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itself a complete profession of the Catholic Faith : 
while it analogously is ushered in by a solemn 
benediction in the names of the three persons of 
the Holy Trinity. 

The grace of the Almighty God, and the love of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the fellowship of the 
fry Ghost, be with you all. 

And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up.unto the Lord’. 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 

ft ts meet and right so to do. 

It ts very meet and right to praise the true God. 
before all things.—For all glory and worship and 
thanksgiving and honour and adoration be unto thee, 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, both 
now and alway and through the unceasing and end- 
less ages of eternity *. 


" This venerable formula is at least as old as the days of 
Cyprian, most probably much older. 

Ideo et sacerdos ante orationem, preefatione preemissa, parat 
fratrum mentes, dicendo, Sursum corda:—respondet plebs, 
Habemus ad Dominum. Cyprian. de Orat. Domin. Oper. vol. i. 
p- 152. 

2 ‘H xdprc rov wavroxpdropec Oeov, xal f a&yarn rov Kupcov 
ipey Inoot Xprorow, cal } xotywvla rov ‘Aylov Ivevparoc, torw 
pera wavrwyv buoy. 

Kal pera rod rvevparoc cov. 

“Avw Tov vovy. 

"Exopev xpoc ror Kuptoy. 

Ebyaprorjowpey 
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7. Such, again, is the close of the Bishop’s invo- 
cation, which immediately follows the general 
prayer for the whole body of the faithful.’ 

Be our help, our assistance, our defence, through 
thy Christ: with whom, to thee and to the Hfoly 
Ghost, be glory, honour, praise, doxology, thanks- 
giving, for ever and ever’. 

8. A similar Doxology occurs at the end of the 
prayer after the communion. 

Gather us all together into the Seiden of heaven, 
an Christ Jesus our Lord: with whom, to thee and 
to the Holy Ghost, be glory and honour and worship, 
for ever and ever’. 

9. The consecutive prayer of the Bishop is still 
characterised by the same regular doxological 
conclusion. 


Ebyaptorhowpev re Kupiw. 

"“Alwy kat dixatoy. 

"Alvov we dAnOéc cai dixacoy, ro0 wavrwy dyupveiv oe ror 
dvrwe Gvra Oedv.—"Ore cor waa ddin, céBac cal ebyaptoria, 
Tesh Kal mpooxuvnotc, rp Tarpi, xal rp Yig, cal rg ‘Ayig Hvev- 
part, Kal viv, xaidel, cal ei rove dveddetreicg xa dreXeurfrove 
ai@vac rav alaywy. Const. Apos. lib. viii. c. 12. p. 408, 408. 

1 Bondoc tpav yevov, dyri\frrwp, trepagmon)c, da rov 
Xpeorov cov’ peG’ ov co ddza, ripuy, alvoc, dobodoyla, ebyapioria, 
kal rp ‘Ayliy Lvebpart, el¢ rove aidvac. Const. Apos. lib. viii. 
c. 13. p. 409. 

? Tldvrac tpdc érvavvdyaye eic rv ray ovpavey Pacreiay, 
éy Xpeorg "Inoot rg Kuplg hpor* pel’ ob cor ddka, repr, Kal 
eéBac, kal rp ‘Aylg Ilvevpart, cig rove aiwvac. Const. Apos. 
lib. viii. c. 15. p. 410. 
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To thee be glory, praise, majesty, worship, adora- 
tion; and to thy Son Jesus thy Christ, our Lord 
and God and King ; and to the Holy Ghost : now, 
and alway, and to all eternity '. 

10. With a similar Doxology concludes. the 
prayer at the ordination of Presbyters. 

Through thy Christ: with whom, to thee and to 
the Holy Ghost, be glory, kenour, and worship, for 
ever and ever*. | 

11. Such, also, is the conclusion of the prayer 
at the ordination of Deacons. 

Through the medtation of thy only-begotten Son: 
with whom, to thee and to the Holy Ghost, be giory, 
honour, and worship, through all eternity’. 

12 Such, finally, are the conclusions of the two 
prayers at the appointment of Subdeacons and 
Readers. : 

Through thy Christ: with whom, to thee and to 
the Holy Ghost, be glory, honour, and worship, for 
ever and ever *. 


1"Ore cor Soka, alvoc, peyadorptrera, oéPac, xpooxuvyore, 
Kai rg og wail Incot rp Xpiorg cov rg Kupiw huey cai Oeg 
cal Baas, calrg ‘Ayly Uvedpart, vi» val dei ai cic rouc al- 
wvag rwv alwywy. Const. Apos. lib. vili. c.15. p. 411. 

2 Ara rov Xpeorod cov’ peb’ ov aor ddka, reps), xa ofGBag, Kal 
rp ‘Ayig Lvevpare, cic rouc aidvac. Const. Apos. lib. viii. 
c. 16. p. 411. 

> Ara rijg peotrelac rov povoyevoic cov Yiov' pe ov oor ddéa, 
rep, Kat o¢Bac, kal rp ‘Aylp Llvevpart, ei¢ rove aldvag. Const. 
Apos. lib. viti. c. 18. p. 412. 

* Aca rot Xptorav cov’ pe ov cat dota, ry, Kai o¢jdac, kal 
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Through Christ : with whom, to thee and to the 
Holy Ghost, be glory and worship, through all 
eternity ’. | 

II. Since, as I have already observed, the old 
Clementine Liturgy, like the other ancient Litur- 
gies, was not committed to writing until the fifth 
century, I should not. have cited the often-repeated 
conclusion of its prayers in evidence to the posi- 
tive antiquity of the doctrine of the Trinity, had 
not the primeval existence and public use of the 
Doxology been fully determined by the concurrent 
attestation of a series of witnesses all chronologi- 
cally prior to the first Nicene Council. 

1. About the year 220, we may observe it em- 
ployed by Hippolytus, as the most proper conclu- 
sion of his Treatise against Noétus ®. 

2. About the year 200, Tertullian refers to it, 
as a clear proof of the universal reception of the 
doctrine of Christ's divinity *. 


rp ‘Ayig Uvetpare, cic rove alwvac. Const. Apos. lib. viii. 
c. 21. p. 413. | 
- 1 Aca Xptorov" pe6’ ob cot f) dda cal rd ofBac, cal rp ‘Aylp 
Ivedpart, cig rove aidvac. Const. Apos. lib. viii. c. 22. p. 413. 
2 Otrog 6 Oede, 6 avOpwrog Ov hdc yeyorac, § wavra bné- 
ratev Ilarnp. Arg f ddéa xal ro xparuc, G&ya Harpi cal ‘Aylp 
IIvevpart, év ry dyig éxkAnoig, Kat viv kal dei Kal cig rove al- 
wWvac roy aiwywy. Hippol. cont. Noét. c. xviii. Oper. vol. 11. 
p- 20. For the precise phraseology # dééa cai ro xparog, com- 
pare 1 Peter iv. 11. v. 10, 11. 
* Ex ore, quo Amen in sanctum protuleris, gladiatori testi- 
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3. About the year 194, we find it used by 
Clement of Alexandria '. 

4. About the year 175, Irenéus incidentally re- 
marks, that it was employed by the Catholic 
Church in the course of her ordinary liturgical 
thanksgivings *. 

5. In the year 147, it was used at the stake by 
the venerable Polycarp: and, at the same time, it 
was attached, by the collective members of the 


monium reddere; ei¢ aiwyvag alii omnino dicere, nisi Deo 
Chrisio? Tertull. de Spectac. Oper. p. 700. 

On the ground of the Dozxology referring to Christ's god- 
head, Tertullian reprobates the laudatory cry of ele aisvac, 
its invariable conclusion, when directed from any christian 
mouth to a victorious gladiator. 

1 A’rg xpéxee ddka cai rip, ovy trp Tarpt xat re ‘Aylp 
Ivevpart, cig rove aiwvac ray alevwy. Clem. Alex. Frag- 
ment. iv. in Oper. Hippol. vol. ii. p. 70. See also, under a 
somewhat larger form, this Doxology at the conclusion of 
Clem. Alex. Psedag. lib. iii. c. 12. Oper. p. 266. 

? "Ada cal iyudic, éxt ric ebyaptoriag Aéyorrac, Ec rove al- 
Gvac ray aiwvwy, éxelyovc rove aiwvac onpaiveyr.  Iren. adv. 
Heer. lib. i. c. 1. p. 10. 

From the circumstance of the Church, in the course of her 
ordinary liturgical thanksgivings, always concluding the Dox-. 
ology with the phrase Elc rovc ailwvac rwy aiwywy, the Valen- 
tinians argued in favour of their wild theory of Eons. But 
this they could not have done, had not the constant liturgical 
use of the Doxology, throughout the entire second century, 
been a matter so universally known, as to be perfectly familiar 
to the very Heretics. 
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Church of Smyrna, to the Epistle, in which they 
communicated the account of his martyrdom '. 

6. Finally, we have the direct attestation of 
Justin Martyr: that, in his days, the prayers and 
thanksgivings of the Church invariably terminated 
with some one or other modification of it. 

In all that we offer up, says he, we bless the Crea- 
tor of all things, through his Son Jesus Christ, and 
through the Holy Ghost’. 

The conversion of Justin to the faith of the 
Gospel took place, about the year 130, or only 
about some thirty years after the death of St. 
John. 

We learn, therefore: that, under one phraseo- 
logical variation or another, the liturgical prayers 


1 Alvé ce, ebdoya ae, doldlw ce, ody rg alwviy Kad érov- 
pavly 'Inoot Xpiorg, dyarnr@ cov wacdi? peG’ ov coe Kat TMyvedt- 
pare ‘Ayly 4 Sofa, cal viv cal cig rove pédAovrac uidyvac. Epist. 
Eccles. Smyrn. § xiv. Patr. Apost. Cotel. vol. ii. p. 201. 

"Eppw cba dpac evyduea, adeddol, crocyotyrac r¢ Kara ro ev- 
ayyéXtor Ad yy "Inoov Xprorov peO’ ov dédfa re Oep xa Harpi 
kat ‘Aylp Ivedpart, éxl owrnplg ry roy aylwy éxrexror. Ibid. 
§ xxi. p. 204. 

It may be added, that Pionius, the copyist of the Epistle, 
still winds up the whole with the same familiar Doxology. 

“Iva kal pe ovvayayn 6 Kipwc “Inoote Xpeordg pera roy éx- 
Aekrwy avrov’ @ i) ddéa, ovv Tlarpt cal ‘Ayip Ivevpare, cig rove 
atévac rév alwywy. Ibid. § xxiv. p. 204. 

"Eni raol re olc rpocgepdpeOa, ebAoyovpey rov romnriy TOY 
gdvroy, da rov Yiov abrov "Inoot Xpeorov cal ded Lvetparoc 
rov'Aylov. Justin. Apol. i. Oper. p. 77. 
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and praises of the Church, from at the least an 
era which within thirty years reaches the aposto- 
lic age, always terminated with a solemn joint 
doxology to the three persons of the Trinity ; 
those three divine persons, whom Justin, speaking 
in the plural form, declares to have been univer- 
sally worshipped by his contemporaries, in avowed 
consequence of the catechetical instruction which 
they themselves had received from their ecclesias- 
tical predecessors ’. 


1 Justin. Apol. i. Oper. p. 43. For the passage itself, see 
above, book i. chap. 4. § xu. 





CHAPTER VIII. 


RESPECTING THE TESTIMONY AFFORDED TO THE FACT 
OF THE POSITIVE ANTIQUITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF 
THE TRINITY, BY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE CHRISTIAN 
MYSTERIES. 


As men religiously believe, and as they frame 
their liturgies in correspondence with their re- 
ligious belief: so likewise, to proselytes or to 
children, will they communicate theological in- 
struction. 

If the early Church held the doctrine of the 
Trinity: we may be sure, that that doctrine 
would, in due time, be communicated to every 
convert and to every child of christian parents. 

Hence, if it should appear that no such doc- 
trine was ever so communicated : there would be 
a strong presumption, that no such doctrine was 
ever collectively or ecclesiastically maintained. 

Having observed, as Athanasius remarks, the 
great wisdom of the Apostles, in not prematurely 
communicating the doctrine of Christ’s divinity to 
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those who were unprepared to.receive it': the 
Church, from a very early period, adopted a mode 
of institution, reasonable and natural in itself, but 
singular on account of its attendant phraseology. 

During the first part of their theological edu- 
cation, nothing more than the general truths of 
Christianity was communicated to the Catechu- 
mens: and so slowly was the divine light suffered 
to beam upon what Tertullian calls the prepara- 
tory Schools of the Auditors *, that it was not until 
the very eve of their baptism, that its particular 
truths, viewed as universally depending upon one 
preéminent truth, were at length distinctly pro- 
pounded. To their instruction in these particular 
truths, of which they had hitherto been kept (so 
far as it was possible to keep them) in a state of 
profound ignorance, were devoted the forty days 
which immediately preceded their baptism: and 
this studied concealment was rendered the more 
easy, because, in the primitive Church, the sacra- 
ment of Baptism was administered only at the two 
great festivals of Easter and Whitsuntide ’. 


* See Athan. de sent. Dionys. cont. Arian. Oper. vol. i. 
p- 432. This was the precise mode of instruction employed in 
the Christian Mysteries. 

? Auditorum tyrocinia. Tertull. de Poenit. Oper. p. 481. 
Audientes et Auditores ea estas vocabat Catechumenos. Rhe- 
nan..Comment. in loc. . 

* Ambros. Epist. ad Marcell. xxxiii. Oper. col. 582. Am- 
bros. de his qui myster. initiant. c. i. Oper. col. 1229. Hieron. 


208 THE APOSTOLICITY . [BOOK I. 


Such a catechetical process, advancing from 
generals to particulars and from the less recondite 
to the more recondite, was undoubtedly both natural 
and rational: but its attendant phraseology was 
not a little remarkable. 

The institution of the Catechumens was spoken 
of as AN INITIATION INTO THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERIES ! 
and the communication of what was deemed the 
preéminent particular truth of Revelation, with its 
subordinate and dependent particular truths, was 
considered and technically mentioned as THE FINAL 
ENUNCIATION OF THE GRAND SECRET. 

After this vital secret had been propounded to 
him, the now fully instructed and therefore com- 
petent Catechumen, advancing to the laver of re- 
generation, and there (when questioned as to his 
faith) distinctly asserting the secret which he had 
previously received, became henceforth an Illu- 
minated Mysta: and, in such capacity, he was 
carefully charged to refrain from betraying the 
secret to those who were without or to those who 
were still uninitiated '. 


Epist. ad Pammach. Ixi. c. 4. Oper. vol. ii. p. 180. Cyril. 
Catech. xvii. p. 201. Rhenan. Comment. in Tertull. de coron. 
mil. Oper. p. 433. Isidor. in Comment. in Tertull. adv. Mar- 
cion. lib. iv. Oper. p. 219. Wheatley on the Common Prayer. 
chap. v. sect. 19. § 2. 

* Cui nec Symbolum Trinitatis, nec interrogatio legitima et 
ecclesiastica, defuit. Firmil. Epist. ad Cyprian. Ixxv. in Oper. 
Cyprian. vol. ii. p. 223. 


a of ow 
"Hpwraro Exacroc, ei morever ei¢ rd Svopa rov Tlarpoc xa 
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When the Catechism is recited, says Cyril of 
Jerusalem in the Preface to those Catecheses 
wherein he professes to reveal the secret of the 
Mysteries, if a Catechumen shall ask you what the 
Teachers said: tell nothing to him that is without. 
For we have delivered to you the mystery and the 
hope of the future contest. Keep, then, the. mystery 
to him who will repay you: and regard not, if any 
one. shall say ; What great harm can there be, should 
f also learn? Know, that sick men ask for wine: 
yet, tf & shall be unseasonably gwen io them, it 
produces frenzy. And thence result two bad conse- 
quences: the stck man dies; and the physician 1s 
blamed. In like manner, the Catechumen, tf he hear 
the Mysteries from the faithful, becomes phrenetical. 
for he understands not what he hears: and thence 
the faithful ts condemned as a betrayer.— When you 
were only a Catechumen, I did not reveal the Mys- 
tertes to you: and, when by experience you shall 
have learned their sublimity, you will then perceive, 
that the mere Catechumens are unworthy to hear 
them.— These Catechetical Lectures of the Illumi- 
nated you may, indeed, communicate, either to those 
who are approaching to baptism, or to the faithful 
who have been already baptised. But reveal them 
not, in any wise, either to the Catechumens, or to 


rov Yioi kal row ‘Ayiov [vevparoc. Cyril. Hieros. Catech. Myst. 

ii. p. 282. 

. Tare cot, edéyero eimety’ Teorevw etc roy Harépa xai eig roy 

Yidv cal cig rd “Aytov Hvebpa. Cyril. Catech. Myst. i. p. 230. 
VOL. I. P 
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those who are not Christians: lest you should thus 
make yourself accountable to the Lord’. 

Thus speaks Cyril of Jerusalem in the fourth 
century: and, from the concurring attestation of 
Lactantius, Origen, Tertullian, Clement of Alex- 
andria, and others who might easily be enume- 
rated, the existence of these Mysteries in the early 
Church is indisputable ’. 

Our present business, however, is: partly, with 
the amount of their antiquity ; and, partly, with 
the nature of the grand secret which they professed 
to communicate. 

I. In regard to the antiquity of the Christian 
Mysteries, Origen and Clement of Alexandria 
seem inclined to carry it up even to the time of 
Christ and his Apostles. 

They observe : that the founder of our faith and 
his inspired servants, among whom may specially 
be mentioned St. Paul, both adopted, in the way 
of accommodation, the very phraseology of the 
old Pagan Mysteries; and likewise systematically 
communicated the secrets of revelation, not pro- 
miscuously to every casual hearer, but only to 


1 Cyril. Hieros. Przef. in Catech. p. 6, 9. 

? Cyril. Hieros. Preef. in Catech. p. 3, 6, 7, 8, 9. Lactant. 
Inst. lib. vii. § 26. p. 729. Orig. Comment. in Johan. Oper. 
vol. ii. p. 97, 98. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. i. p. 7, 8. lib. iii. 
p- 139, 143. Tertull. Apol. adv. gent. Oper. p. 821. Clem. 
Alex. Strom. hb. v. p. 574—579. lib. vi. p. 665, 676. lib. vii. 
p: 752. 
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those who by previous discipline had been pre- 
pared for their reception '. 

Whence they evidently would have us infer: 
that the Christian Mysteries, as conducted in their 
days, though in form and phraseology copied from 
the Pagan Mysteries, had been instituted and 
appointed from the very beginning ’*. 

Be this as it may, we can certainly trace the 
actual existence of the Ecclesiastical Mysteries 
considerably higher than the middle of the second 
century. 

1. It has been doubted: whether the very 
ancient author of the Epistle to Diognetus was 
Justin Martyr himself, to whom it is commonly 
ascribed, and among whose Works it is commonly 
placed; or whether he was some other primitive 
writer, whose name has not come down to us. 
But, whoever this individual may have been, he 
distinctly professes himself to be a disciple of the 
Apostles: and the vein of genuine piety, which 
runs through the whole composition, forbids the 


1 See Orig. cont. Cels. lib. iii. p. 189, 143. Clem. Alex. 
Strom. lib. v. p. 574—579. lib. vi. p. 676. lib. vii. p. 752. 

2 The phraseological and mechanical correspondence of the 
Christian Mysteries with the Pagan Mysteries was too obvious 
to be overlooked. Accordingly, we find it noticed and even 
insisted upon, in a very full and remarkable manner, both by 
Tertullian and Clement of Alexandria. See Tertull. Apol. adv. 
gent. Oper. p. 821. Clem. Alex. Admon. ad gent. Oper. p. 74, 
75. Strom. lib. v. p. 574—579. 

P2 
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uncharitable conjecture, that this profession was 
simulated. 7 

Now his language imports: not only that the 
Mysteries existed in his days; but that, on the 
divine authority of Christ himself, they had been 
handed down from the Apostles’. 

2. An incidental testimony, to the same effect, 
is borne also by the real Justin Martyr, who was 
converted to Christianity about the year 130. 

He informs us: that, in his time, the laver of 
Baptism was styled Illumination; and that the 
person baptised was said to be L/luminated *. 


"To rij¢ idlac abriy OeoceBelag puorhpioy pr) rpoodoxionc 
dvvgobae wapa dvOpwrov pabeiv.—Od Léva Gpedw, obd€ xapa- 
Adywe CyrH AAG, aTocrddwy yevdpevog paOynric, ylyvopar o- 
daoxadoc éOvev. Ta rapadobévra atiotc txnper® ytvopévorg 
drAnBeiacg pabynraic.—Oi moro Noyrobévreg bn’ abrov Eyvwoar 
Tlarpoc pvorhpia. Epist. ad Diognet. in Oper. Justin. p. 383, 
387. 

* KaXéirac dé rotro ro Aourpoy Pwriopoc, we Pwrilopévwy 
riy Suavoay roy ratra pavOavdrvrwy* cal, éx’ dvdparoc dé Inaov 
Xptorov rov cravpwhévroc éxi Tovriov Wadrov, cal éx’ dvdparog 
Ivevparoc ‘Aylov 6 da rév xpopnrey mpoexnpyte ra xara roy 
"Inoovy xavra, 6 Our duevoc Aoverat.— Hpeic d€, pera ro ov- 
two Novoa Tov wereiopévoy Kal ovyxarareBepévoy, Ext rove 
Aeyouévouc adedgove Hyoper, EvOa cuvynypévor eiot, Kocvac evyac 
romodpevot Urép Te éauvTwy Kal rov ®wrioGévrog. Justin. Apol. 
i. Oper. p. 74, 76. 

In another place of the same Apology, Justin says, Ov« éorcy 
hpiv pvorhpwv h dvédny plieic, Promiscuous fornication ts not 
our Mystery. Ibid. p. 55. 

A denial of the common pagan accusation, when couched in 
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Now this is the precise technical phraseology of 
the Christian Mysteries : as any one may satisfy 
himself by a mere perusal of the titles prefixed 
to each of the eighteen Catecheses of Cyyil of 
Jerusalem. | 

But the technical phraseology of the Mysteries 
implies the existence of the Mysteries themselves : 
for the Mysteries, no doubt, gave birth to the 
phraseology. 

Therefore, the conventional language of I//um:- 
nation and Illuminated, as recorded by Justin, 
imports: that, in his days, the Mysteries were in 
actual existence; and that, from whatever source, 
their mechanism had been adopted into the disci- 
pline of the Church. 

3. In truth, the very narrative of Justm im- 
plies : that the Mysteries were still more ancient, 
than even the period during which he flourished. 

He. speaks not of their having been then re- 
cently instituted, as an zmproved mode of com- 
municating doctrinal Christianity. But he alludes 
to them as already existing: and he notes their 
phraseology, as at that time familiarly and gene- 
rally employed in the administration of Baptism. 
That laver, says he, is called Illumination: for 


such terms as these, imports: that the Christians, as the Pagans 
well knew, had certain Mysteries, which taughé a certain secret ; 
though that secret was not, as the Pagans calumniously alleged, 


the practice of promiscuous fornication. 
10 
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those, who have been instructed in our doctrines, are 
wlluminated. 

Accordingly, about the year 107, and conse- 
quently within seven years after the death of St. 
John, we find Ignatius of Antioch using an ex- 
pression, which obviously involves the then actual 
existence of the Mysteries. He styles the Ephe- 
sians, Fellow-Mysie with St. Paul’. But the 
technical term Mysta was confined to those, who 
had partaken of what was conventionally deno- 
minated Jllumination. The use of the ¢erm, there- 
fore, imports the existence of those Mysteries, which 
themselves gave rise to the term. 

4. Thus, on the whole, even if the testimony of 
Ignatius be rejected as not sufficiently distinct, we 
may still safely conclude : that the Mysteries were 
at least as ancient as the conversion of Justin 
Martyr, which occurred about the year 130, and 
which therefore followed the death of St. John by 
an interval of only about thirty years. 

II. The very high antiquity of the Mysteries 
having been now established, our next business is 
to ascertain the grand and preéminent secret which 
they professed to reveal. 

For the more satisfactory development of this 
matter, I shall commence my inquiries somewhat 
later than the first Council of Nice, and then 


1 TlavAou cuppiora rov dy:acpévov. Ignat. Epist. ad Ephes. 
§ xi. Patr. Apost. Cotel. vol. ii. p 14. 
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gradually work my way back as high as I can 
reach. 

1. The secret of the Christian Mysteries, though 
so much is said about it by the early ecclesiastical 
writers, was, in truth, rather nominal, than real. 
With the primitive believers, the term MYSTERIES 
by no means imported : that certain recondite doc- 
trines were confided excluswely to a few master- 
minds, while the vulgar bulk of the Society were 
systematically kept in a state of profound ignorance 
respecting them. On the contrary, the peculiar 
tenets, set forth through the medium of the secret 
discipline, were unreservedly communicated to 
every individual who was admitted to the rite of 
Baptism’. Hence, when the interest of religion 
required it, the mitiated scrupled not to declare 


* The notion, that The Apostles had delivered a secret system 
of Theology traditionally confined to one peculiar class of Epopts, 
was indeed early started by certain of the gnosticising heretics ; 
but was promptly condemned, both as unknown to the Catholic 
Church in any one of its various successions, and as character- 
istic of a departure from genuine primitive verity. 

Traditionem itaque Apostolorum, in toto mundo manifestatam, 
in Ecclesia adest perspicere omnibus qui vera velint audire: et 
habemus annumerare eos, qui ab Apostolis instituti sunt Epis- 
copi in Ecclesiis, et successores eorum usque ad nos, qui nihil 
docuerunt neque cognoverunt, quale ab his deliratur. Etenim, sé 
recondita mysteria scissent Apostoli, que SEORSIM ef LATENTER 
ab reliquis pERFEcTos docebant ; his vel maximé traderent ea, 
quibus etiam ipsas Ecclesias committehant. Iren. adv. her, 
lib. iii. c. 3. p. 170. 
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their arcanum to the very Pagans themselves. 
Thus Justin in his first Apology, and Athenagoras 
in his Legation, though both these compositions 
are addressed to the Roman Emperors, unre- 
servedly propound that identical doctrine, which, 
so far as ecclesiastical discipline was concerned, 
we shall presently find to have been the grand 
and palmary secret of the Mysteries’. Such being 
the case, it is small wonder, that, in the fourth 
century, this secret, under the precise aspect of 
the secret of the Christian Mysteries, should have 
been known to the Pagans. 

Among the Works of Lucian is sigually printed 
a very curious Dialogue, entitled Phslopatris. Its 
author is unknown: but, in regard to the time of 
its composition, Gesner seems to have proved, so 
far as matters of that kind can be proved, that it 
was written during the reign of the Emperor 
Julian *. 

In this Dialogue, the speakers are Triephon and 
Critias: the former, a Christian; the latter, a 
Pagan. Critias, playing the buffoon, amuses him- 
self with assuming the character of a Catechumen ; 
and, in that mock capacity, solicits instruction 
from Triephon: while the wretched humour of 
the piece consists in the circumstance of the ssmu- 
lated Catechumen’s real Paganism, perpetually, 


* See above, book i. chap. 5. § x. xiv. 
* See Gesner. Disput. de setat. et auctor. Philopatr. in Oper. 
Lucian. ad calc, vol. iii. Reitz. Amstel. 1748. 
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and as it were unguardedly, betraying itself. 
Critias, at length, swears by Jupiter: and this is 
the moment, which Triephon is made to select for 
the purpose of initiating him into the grand secret 
of the Christian Mysteries. 

THE LOFTY, THE GREAT, THE IMMORTAL, THE 
CELESTIAL, GOD: THE SON OF THE FATHER; THE 
SPIRIT PROCEEDING FROM THE FATHER: ONE FROM 
THREE, AND THREE FROM ONE: DEEM THESE THINGS 
JOVE; RECKON THIS TO BE GOD ?. 

From the present remarkable passage it is evi- 
dent, that the palmary secret of the Mysteries was 
THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY: a doctrine, viewed, 
however, as subincluding those various dependent 
doctrines, which constitute the leading peculiarities 
of Christianity, and which were esteemed the sub- 


* "Yyipédovra soy, péyav, auGporoy, obpaviwva’ Yioyv Tarpdc’ 
IIvevpa éx Tarpoc éxxopevdpevor’ tv éx rpiay, cal é& évdg rpia’ 
ravra voptle Zijva, révd’ tryov Oedv. Philopatr. c. xi. in Oper. 
Lucian. vol. iii. 

To this enunciation of the secret of the Christian Mysteries, 
Critias is made to reply as follows. 

"ApOpuéery pe Oiddoxerc, kal Spxoc f dpeOperceh' kal ydp dp8- 
péecc do Nucduayoc 6 Tepacnvéc. Ox olda yap ri A€éyere. ‘EN, 
TPIA’ TPIA, ‘EN. M) rv rerpaxrvy dic ri» Wv0aydpov, @ 
THY Gydudda Kai rptaxaca ; 

Thou art teaching me arithmetic: thy oath is purely arith- 
metical. Verily, in the science of numeration, thou rivallest 
Necomachus the Gerasentan. I know not what thou art saying. 
ONE, THREE: THREE, ONE! Certainly, thou art dealing mith 
the Tetractys or the Ogdoad or the Triad of Pythagoras. 
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ordinate secrets of the system. Accordingly, we 
shall find, that the unanimous testimony of christ- 
ian writers perfectly accords with that of the pagan 
author of the Philopatris’. 

2. Cyril of Jerusalem, who flourished in the 
course of the same fourth century, has left be- 
hind him a series of Catechetical Lectures, in 
which he professes to reveal to those, who are 
about to be illuminated, the secret doctrine of the 
Mysteries. 

Now, if we read these Lectures, we shall per- 
ceive, that they contain a statement of the peculi- 
arities of Christianity, all ultimately resting upon 
the preéminent secret of THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
TRINITY : and, that this doctrine is to be viewed 
as the common centre of the whole circle of re- 
vealed religion or (in other words) as the palmary 
secret of the Mysteries, he himself, in the course 
of his Lectures, plainly informs us. 

Lo hear the Gospel, indeed, ts permitted to all : 
but THE GLORY OF THE GOSPEL 7s set apart for Christ's 
genuine disciples only. The Lord spake in para- 
bles to those, who were able indeed to hear: but, to 
the disciples, he privately explained the parables. 
THE SPLENDOUR OF THE GLORY belongs to the Ilu- 


' The very name of the christian Triephon seems, by the 
pagan buffoon, to have been designedly borrowed from the 
palmary secret of the Mysteries. TZ'riephon or Triephonies, the 
title by which the christian hierophant is designated, is, in point 
of import, equivalent to The Priest of the Trinity. 
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minated: the blinding belongs to unbeltevers. These 
MYSTERIES the Church communicates to him, who is 
quitting the class of the Catechumens. For it ts not 
customary to reveal them to the Heathens: nor do 
we propound to a Heathen the MYSTERIES concerning 
THE FATHER AND THE SON AND THE HOLY GHOST. 
Neither yet do we openly speak concerning them to 
the Catechumens: but we often speak many things 
covertly ; in order that the fatthful who know them 
may understand us, and in order that the Catechu- 
mens who are ignorant of them may not be injured’. 
The Mysteries, we see, are generally character- 
ised as propounding THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 
This doctrine, therefore, in all its various con- 
nections, described as being the hidden GLory oF 
THE GOSPEL or the hidden sPLENDOUR OF THE GLORY, 
is evidently the secret of the Christian Mysteries. 
8. A similar course of Catechetical Lectures, 
addressed to the candidates for Baptism, and there- 


1 To péy yap axovoa rov ebayyeNlov, waow épieruc 4 ddta 
dé rov ebayyeXlov, roig Xptorod pdvore yrnolotc, adwprorac’ 
"Ereyev 6 Kuptog, roig pev axovoat dvvapévorc, év mapaoraic. 
roic O€ paOnraic éxédve car’ idiay rag wapaBoddc. ‘O adyao- 
poe ric Odknc, rote repuwriopévotg’  riddworc, roig axlorotc’ 
Taira ra pvornpa viv 4 éxcrnola dinyetrat rg éx Karnxoupeywr 
peraBaddopévy. Odbx Eoriv Uo eOvixoic SenryeiaBac’ ob yap €0- 
yikg ra wept Harpo xa Yiov cal ‘Aylov Ivevparoc dcnyoupeba 
puorhpia. Ovdde raov pvornplwy éxi xarnxoupevwy AevKwe Aadov- 
Mey, GANG WOAAR wodAdacc éyoper Exucexadyppevwe, iva ot 
eiddrec miorot vohawae Kai of pi) elddrec ph BAaBwo. Cyril. 
Hieros. Catech. vi. p. 60. : 
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fore professing to reveal the secret of the Mys- 
teries, has been preserved among the writings of 
Augustine. The Work is comprised in four books: 
and, like the kindred Catecheses of Cyril, it is 
wholly occupied in developing THE DOCTRINE OP 
THE TRINITY with the subordinate doctrines de- 
pendent upon it. At the close of an elaborate 
discussion of this precise topic, the author thus 
briefly states the grand secret of the Illuminated. 
This, therefore, 1s the Catholic Faith: to believe 
' iN GOD THE FATHER; omnipotent, immortal, and tn- 
visible: to believe in GOD THE 80N; omnipotent, 
immortal, and invisible, according to his divine nati- 
vity, but visible, mortal, and made less than the 
angels, according to his assumed humanity: to be- 
lieve in THE HOLY GHOST ; omnipotent, immortal, and 
invisible, according to his equal divinity, but appa- 
rent in the shape of a dove, for the sake of bearing 
testimony to the Son. And this is THE TRINITY, 
SIMPLE UNITY, inseparable, ineffable, alway perma- 
nent, alway present, every where regnant, ONE GOD’. 


1 Fides itaque catholica hee est: Ommnipotentem, immor- 
talem, atque invisibilem, credere Deum Patrem: omnipotentem, 
immortalem, atque invisibilem, credere Deum Filium, secundum 
divinam nativitatem ; visibilem autem, mortalem, minoremque 
angelis factum, secundum susceptam humanitatem : omnipo- 
tentem, immortalem, atque invisibilem, credere Spiritum Sanc- 
tum, secundum sequalem divinitatem ; visum autem in specie 
columbe propter Filii attestationem. Et bee est Trinitas, 
simplex Unitas, inseparabilis, inenarrabilis, semper manens, 
semper preesens, ubique regnans, unus Deus. August. de 
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4. The result, to which we have been brought 
by Cyril and Augustine and the author of the 
Philopatris, is confirmed by the positive attestation 
of Jerome, who also flourished in the course of 
the same fourth century. 

That eminent Father, when mentioning the an- 
cient practice of revealing the Mysteries to the 
Competentes, during the course of the forty days 
which immediately preceded their baptism at 
Easter, 1s so absorbed by the idea of the palmary 
‘secret, that he notices that secret alone, as if it 
were even exclusively the subject of the arcane 
discipline. 

We have a custom of publicly delivering to those 
who are about to be baptised, during the forty days 
which precede their baptism, the doctrine of THE 
HOLY AND ADORABLE TRINITY |. 

During Lent, a complete system of Theology 
was delivered to the Competentes: yet the whole 
of this system rested so entirely upon the funda- 
mental doctrine of the Trinity, that Jerome speaks, 
as if that grand mystery were even the exclusive 
topic of the preparatory Lectures. 

5. Similar also is the testimony borne by yet 


Symbol. ad Catech. lib. ii. c. 4. Oper. vol. ix. p. 262. Vide 
etiam Ibid. lib. iii. c. 9. p. 269. lib. iv. c. 9. p. 272. 

' Consuetudo autem apud nos istiusmodi est, ut iis, qui 
baptizandi sunt, per quadraginta dies publicé tradamus sanctam 
et adorandam Trinitatem. Hieron. ad Pammach. Epist. 1xi. 
c. 4. Oper. vol. ii. p. 180. 
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another writer of the fourth century, the great 
Ambrose of Milan. 

The time now admonishes me to speak concerning 
THE MYSTERIES.— Unless a person shall have been 
baptised in the name of THE FATHER AND THE SON 
AND THE HOLY GHosT, he cannot receive remission of 
sins.— But thou hast been baptised tn the name of 
THE TRINITY: remember, then, what thou hast done. 
Thou hast confessed THE FATHER: thou hast con- 
fessed THE SON: thou hast confessed THE HOLY 
GHosTt.— Thou hast descended into the laver: re- 
member, what thou hast answered: that thou believest 
im THE FATHER; that thou believest in THE SON; 
that thou belvevest in THE HOLY GHosT. Thy con- 
Session was not : I believe in the greater and in the 
less and in the last. But, by the very pledge of thy 
voice, thou art constrained, to believe in THE SON as 
thou belevest in THE FATHER, to believe in THE HOLY 
GHosT as thou beltevest tn THE SON; this only ex 
cepted, that thou confessest thyself bound to believe 
in the cross of the alone Lord Jesus’. 


1 Nunc de Mysteriis dicere tempus admonet.— Nisi bapti- 
zatus fuerit in nomine Patris et Filii et Spiritis Sancti, remis- 
sionem non potest accipere peccatorum.—Tu autem baptizatus 
es in nomine Trinitatis : confessus es Patrem; recordare quid 
feceris : confessus es Filium: confessus es Spiritum Sanctum. 
—Descendisti igitur: recordare quid responderis ; quod credas 
in Patrem, credas in Filium, credas in Spiritum Sanctum. Non 
habes illic: Credo in majorem et minorem et ultimum. Sed, 
eadem vocis tuze cautione constringeris, ut similiter credas in 
Filium sicut in Patrem credis, similiter in Spiritum Sanctum 
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6. To the same purpose is the attestation of 
the Fathers of the Council of Antioch; which, in 
the year 269, sat to condemn the humanitarian 
heresy of Paul of Samosata: though, of course, 
their subject led them to mention only that part 
of the grand secret which respected the godhead 
and incarnation of the second person of the 
Trinity. | 

In their synodical epistle, as preserved by Eu- 
sebius, they state, that Paul, in rejecting the di- 
vinity of Christ, denied Ais own Lord and aop': 
and then, afterward, they remark, that, by so’ do- 
ing, he had abjured THE MYSTERY and had joined 
limself to the smpious heresy of Artemas’*. 

If, by renouncing the doctrine of Christ’s god- 
head, Paul abjured the secret of the Mysteries, 
which had been communicated to him immediately 
before his baptism: it is obvious, that that secret 
must have been the fundamental doctrine of the 
Trinity, upon which the doctrine of Christ’s god- 
head immediately depends. 


credas sicut credis in Filium ; hoc solo excepto, quod in crucem 
solius Domini Jesu fateris tibi esse credendum. Ambros. de 
iis qui myster. initiant. c. i, iv, v. Oper. col. 1229, 1231, 
1232. 

1 Toy Ody rév éavrov cal Kipcov. Epist. Episc. Antioch. 
Concil. apud Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. vii. c. 30. 

* Tov élopynodpevoy ro puornpuy, kal éuroprevorra ri prapg 
aipéoet ry Aprexa. Epist. Episc. Antioch. Concil. apud Euseb. 
Hist. Eccles. lib. vii. c. 30. 
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7. Similar language is held by Dionysius of 
Alexandria, who flourished about the year 260: 
for, according to this ancient Prelate, the secret 
of the Mysteries, as declared by the grand mys- 
tagogue St. Paul, is the doctrine of the Trinity 
running into the doctrine of the incarnation. 

To us the Father has manifested Christ, who with 
him exists eternally, in whom dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily. Hear, how the holy Apostle 
Paul declares THE MYSTERY: namely, that THE 
FATHER AND THE SPIRIT DWELL BODILY IN THE CHRIST. 
When Christ THE word became flesh, THE FATHER 
was not separated from him who became flesh, because 
the Christ became a body. The Word became flesh: 
and he shews, that cHRIst, BY BECOMING FLESH, 18 
NOT TURNED FROM WHAT HE WAS BEFORE, BEING EVER 
COETERNAL WITH HIM WHO BEGAT HIM. In him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily ’. 

8. The same account of the matter is given also 
by Clement of Alexandria, who lived about the 
year 194. : 


1'O laryp épavépwoev iyuiy rov bvra ovy arg det Xpeoroy, 
év § xarouei wav Td wAhpwpa ric Oedrnroc cwparuKws. ’Axovere, 
misc Néyet TO prvorhptoy 6 iepoc amdorodoc Hatdoc, 76 yap owpa- 
ruc karotetv rov Tarépa cal rd Hvetpa év rp Xptorg. "Execéy 
aapt yéyovey 6 Adyog 6 Xptordc, ob rapa rd yevéoBa ody copa 
tov Xpiorov, obk éxavéorn 6 Larip rov xwproOiva re yevopévy 
oapxl. Zapk 6 Adyor yéyove’ xal deixyvoew, Ere arpexroc 6 
Xptorog yevdpuevoc capl, del cvvaidioc dy rou yevvhoavroc. “Ev 
abrg karouei ray TO TAHpwpa Tig Oedrnrog owparcéwc. Dionys. 
Alex. adv. Paul. Samosat. quest. vii. Oper. p. 259. 
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(1.) Let us first note his general assertion, that 
the secret, communicated to the Competentes pre- 
paratory to their baptism, was a full knowledge of 
the Divine Nature or Essence or Substance. 

We have been 1LLUMINATED: but this 18 TO KNOW 
cop.— Being baptised, we are slluminated: being 
illuminated, we are made sons: being made sons, we 
are perfected: being perfected, we become immortal. 
—But this matter ts called by various names: and, 
among the rest, st 1s called ILLUMINATION, as being 
that through which that holy saving light is distinctly 
beheld ; that is to say, THROUGH WHICH WE CLEARLY 
BEHOLD THE DEITY.— We who are baptised, having 
through the Divine Spirit put away like a thick fog 
eur darkening sins, have the mind’s eye free and 
unshackled and full of light: by which alone we 
BEHOLD THE GODHEAD, the Holy Spirit flowing into 
us from heaven. This ts the eternal temperament of 
lustre, WHICH I8 ABLE TO BEHOLD THE ETERNAL LIGHT ’. 


* *EpurloOnpuer yap’ ro o€ éoriy émcyvevar roy Osdv.—Banxrt- 
Gopevor, pwriloueBa’ gwrifdpuevor, vioroovpeba’ vioroobvpevor, re- 
Acobpeba’ rehovpevor, draBbavarcldue0a.—Kadeirac oe TodANaxac 
TO Epyov rovro* xaptopa, Kal gwriopa, Kai réXeov, kal Novrpdy.— 
Pwriopa dé Ol ov rd &ytov Exeivo Pic owrhpwy éxomreverat, rour- 
éorev, Ov od TO Oeior dEuwrotpev.— Oi BarriLduevor, rag éErtoxo- 
rovoag dyapriac rp Oely vevpare aydvog dlkny arorpipapervor, 
EhevOepoy cal dveprddioroy cal dwrevov Supa rov mrvebuarog 
toxoper § 31) povy rd Oiov éxonrevoper, ovpard0ev émetopeovroc 
hiv rov ‘Aylov Ivevparoc. Kpapa rovro abyiie &tdtov, ro ’Atotoy 
@ic ideiv duvapérnc. Clem. Alex. Peedag. lib. i. c 6. Oper. 
p- 92—94. The 

VOL. I. Q 
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It is shewn, what those things are, which are in 
THE MYSTERY. Well, therefore, did Plato in his 
Epistles remark concerning cov, that We ought to 
speak of HIM in ENIGMAS: 80 that, if a book on the 
subject should be found either by sea or by land, he, 
who might read it, should not understand it.—THIf, 
then, by the Apostle, milk is said to be the nourish- 
ment of infants, and meat the nourishment of the per- 
fects catechising, as being the first nourishment of 
the soul, will be milk; and THE FULL DISTINCT IN- 
sPECTION will be meat. But these are the flesh and 
blood of the Word: that is to say, THEY ARE THE 
COMPLETE COMPREHENSION OF THE DIVINE POWER AND 
SUBSTANCE '. 

(2.) Let us next observe, how, after teaching us 
generally that the secret of the Mysteries is the 
distinct knowledge of the Deity, he further teaches 
us more particularly, that that distinct knowledge 


The several words in this passage, épwricOnpey and reXetov- 
peda and g¢wriopa and érorrevoper and dic, are all technical 
expressions used in the Mysteries. 

* Kal ro, riva ravra éore rd év pvornpiy, delxvurat. Eixérwe 
roivuy Kat WAdrwy, év raic émrodaic wept Ocov dtadapBarwy, 
Ppacréoy Of cor, dno, oe aiviyparos, ty’, Hy re O€Xrog 4 wé¥rToU 
i) yiic év wruyuic wdOy, 6 dvayvovg pw) yvg.—El rolvuy ro peév 
yada, rév yntlwy’ ro Bpdpa Oe, rv rerelwy, rpogi) mpd¢ Tov 
dmoordXov eipnrac’ yada perv  Karhyxnotc, o!ovel xrpwrn Wuxiic 
rpogn, vonOncerat’ Bowpa o&, i) éxoxrexh Oewpia. Lapxéc avrac 
kat alua rov Adyov, rovréort, karaAnic rij¢ Oclag Avvapewc 
cat Ovolac. Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. v. Oper. p. 579. 

Here again, the phrase, f) érorrtx) Oewpia, is strictly technical. 
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is the communication of the doctrine of the Trinity 
united with that of Christ’s godhead and incar- 
nation. 

O MYSTIC WONDER! ONE IS THE FATHER OF THE 
UNIVERSE : ONE IS THE WORD OF THE UNIVERSE: ONE 
ALSO IS THE HOLY GHOST, AND THAT SAME EVERY 
WHERE '. 

The most perfect and the most holy and the most 
lordly and the most sovereign and the most royal and 
the most beneficent 1s the nature of THE son, which ts 
the most closely adherent to THE ALONE OMNIPOTENT. 
For THE SON OF GoD never departs from his own 
place of speculation: not being divided, not being 
abscinded, not passing from place to place, but 
being every where always, and being no where com- 
prehended ; altogether Mind, altogether THE LIGHT 
OF THE FATHER, altogether the Eye; beholding all 
things, hearing all things, knowing all things, 
searching out powers by power. To him the whole 
army of angels and of gods is subjected, even to THE 
PATERNAL WORD who undertook the holy dispensation 
on account of him who subjected him.—Tuis Is THE 
MASTER, WHO INSTRUCTS THE ADEPT IN THE MYS- 
TERIES.—or ignorance reaches not unto THE GOD 
WHO BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD WAS 
THE FELLOW-COUNSELLOR OF THE FATHER: for this 


17Q, Oadparog puvorurot’ Ele pév 6 rv ddwy Marnp* ele de 
cat 6 ray GAwy Adyoc’ kal ro Tvetpa ro “Ayuy tv, xal ro abrd 
xavraxov. Clem. Alex. Peedag. lib. i. c. 6. Oper. p. 102. 
Q 2 
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48 THE WISDOM, 2” which THE OMNIPOTENT GOD re- 
jowed. The Son is the Power of God and the 
Wisdom of God, as being THE MOST ANCIENT WORD 
OF THE FATHER BEFORE ALL THINGS THAT WERE 
CREATED. Wherefore also he may justly be called 
THE TEACHER OF HIS CREATURES ’. 

When one certain person DECLARES, while the 
others sit as AUDITORS; that THE SON OF GOD, WHO 
CREATED THE UNIVERSE, TOOK FLESH UPON HIM AND 
WAS CONCEIVED IN THE WOMB OF A VIRGIN: ¢o those 
who know not, the whole economy, which ts foretold 
respecting the Lord, seems truly an absolute pa- 
rable *. 


1 TeXetorarn on, Kal dywrarn, Kal xuptwrarn, Kal iyepovecw- 
rarn, kai Bacuwrarn, kal evepyerixwrarn, 4 Yiov piace, 7 Te 
peovy Iavroxparope xpocexeorarn.—Ov yap etiorarai more rijc 
av’rov mepwwriic 6 Ytoc Tov Oeov* ov peptldpuevoc, obx anxorepyd- 
pevoc, ob peraBalywy éx rérov cig rérov, wdvTn O€ @y ravrore, 
kal pndapi meptexdpevoc, Sro¢g vote, SAog gw warppoy, Sdo¢c 
opOarpdc, wavra épwy, wavra dxovwy, eldwc wayra, duvapet 
rac duvdpetc épevvev. Totty xdoa vwroréraxrat orparia ayyé- 
Lwy re kal Oedy, rp Adyp rp warpu@ rv aylay oixovopiay 
avadedeypévy Ota rov bxordbavra.—O diWdoxadog ovrog 6 rate 
debwy pvornplote pév rov yvwortkdy.—Ayvoa péey ov>~ Arrerac 
Tov Oeov, rov mpd KaraBoAfic Kéopov cupBobdov yevopévov rov 
Tlarpéc* airn yap hv Lodia, 4 mpocéxatpey 6 ravroxparwp Cede. 
Aivapic yap rot Oeov 6 Yidc, Gre xpd wavrwy roy yevoptvey 
a&pyawrarog Adyoe rov Tarpd¢ cal Logia abrov. Kupiwe &y cat 
dwddoxadoc AexOeln rdv 8 abrod wracbévrwy. Clem. Alex. 
Strom. lib. vii. Oper. p. 702, 703. 

* "Hon 6€ cat 4 oixovopia waca, f wept roy Kiptoy mpogyrev- 
Oeica, rapaBodr) we &dAnOwe palverac rote p) TAY AdAnOaay eyve- 
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9. To the same secret, and precisely in the same 
manner with Dionysius of Alexandria whom in 
technical phraseology we have seen exhibiting 
St. Paul as the declarer of the Mystery, alludes 
Irenéus, the scholar of Polycarp the disciple of 
St. John, who wrote in the year 175, but who was 
born in the year 97. 

This 1s THE CHRIST THE SON OF GOD. Such is THE 
MYSTERY, which Paul declares to have been mani- 
Jested to him by revelation: namely, that HE, WHO 
SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, I8 THE LORD AND 
KING AND GOD AND JUDGE OF ALL, RECEIVING POWER 
FROM HIM WHO IS GOD OF ALL, SINCE HE BECAME 
SUBJECT UNTO DEATH, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE 
cross ’. 

10. To these testimonies I may add that of the 
ancient author of the Epistle to Diognetus: whe- 
ther he were Justin Martyr himself, or whether 
(according to his own descriptive statement of his 


kéaw, Gray ric Yidv rod Oeov, row ra wavra wemoinkdrog, apKa 
avewWngéra, kal éy phrpg wapOévou KxvogopnBévra,—6é pév déyet, 
oi dé dxovovery. Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. vi. Oper. p. 677. 

The term, dxovovety, is technical. As we have seen above, 
the Catechumens were styled Auditors. 

* Hic est Christus Filius Dei. Hoc est mysterium, quod 
dicit per revelationem manifestatum sibi: quoniam, qui passus 
est sub Pontio Pilato, hic Dominus est omnium et Rex et Deus 
et Judex, ab eo, qui est omnium Deus, accipiens potestatem, 
quoniam subjectus factus est usque ad mortem, mortem autem 
crucis. Iren. adv. her. lib. iii. c. 12. § 3. p. 193. 
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character) he were some apostolical man a contem- 
porary of Justin Martyr. 

In the course of a very long and a very fine 
passage, while this writer styles the christian 
worship of God THE MysTERY which man can never 
discover’: he teaches us, when largely treating of 
the nature and offices of Christ, that THE worD, 
THOUGH TODAY CALLED A SON, EXISTED NEVERTHELESS 
ETERNALLY *. 

Such was the doctrine, communicated from the 
beginning to every Catechumen before he was 
admitted to the sacrament of Baptism: such was 
the doctrine, which, in the Symbol of the Trinity, 
he professed at the laver of illumination: such was 
the doctrine, which formed the basis of that Liturgy 
in the recital of which he ever afterward joined 
with the whole body of the faithful. 


1 To 8é ric idlac abréy OeoaeBelac puoripioy po) tpocdoxhayc 
divac8a rapa &vOpwrov pabeiy. Epist. ad Diognet. in Oper. 
Justin. Mart. p. 383. 

3 Otroc, 6 del, ohpepor viog Noytobelc. Epist. ad Diogn. in 
Oper. Justin. p. 887. 


CHAPTER IX. 


RESPECTING THE TESTIMONY AFFORDED TO THE FACT 
OF THE POSITIVE ANTIQUITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF 
THE TRINITY, BY THE UNANIMOUS PRIMITIVE IN- 
TERPRETATION OF THOSE TEXTS, THE TRUE IMPORT 
OF WHICH IS NOW LITIGATED BETWEEN MODERN 
TRINITARIANS AND MODERN ANTITRINITARIANS. 


To the testimonies which have already been 
brought forward, I may here, in confirmation, be 
allowed to add a circumstance, which, in point of 
evidence, well deserves the serious notice of the 
really honest inquirer. 

I. In Holy Scripture, as we all know, there are 
various remarkable texts : from which, in what he 
deems their plain and natural acceptation, the 
Catholic deduces the doctrines of the Trinity and 
of Christ’s godhead. 

II. To nullify the force of these texts, the 
‘Unipersonalist puts upon them an interpretation 
which brings out no such result as the interpreta- 
tion adopted by the Catholic: and thence he con- 
tends ; that, for the doctrines in question, we have 
no warrant from Holy Scripture. 
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III. Now the point, with which I am at present 
concerned, is not the congruity or incongruity of 
either system of interpretation : my sole business 
is with FACTS WHICH RESPECT EVIDENCE. 

If the primitive Church, up to the apostolic age, 
were antitrinitarian ; the system of scriptural in- 
terpretation, uniformly adopted by the Fathers of 
that Church, must plainly have been antitrinitarian 
likewise : and, conversely, if the primitive Church, 
up to the apostolic age, were trinitarian ; the sys- 
tem of scriptural interpretation, uniformly adopted 
by the Fathers of that Church, must also have 
been trinitarian. 

IV. The ground of this statement is so obvious, 
that it needs scarcely to be pointed out. 

_A Church collectively cannot hold one set of 
doctrines ; while all the leading teachers and 
writers and divines and bishops, in direct and full 
communion with it, openly and avowedly, maintain 
quite another set of doctrines. From the accre- 
dited ecclesiastics of a Church we may always 
know the peculiar tenets of the Church to which 
they belong: and, while we possess the writings 
of Bull and of Horsley on the one hand and of 
Lindsey and of Pniestley on the other hand; it 
would be no less absurd, to assert the Antitrini- 
tarianism of the Church in which the two former 
presided, than to assert the Trinitarianism of the 
congregations in which the two latter ministered. 
The very secession indeed of Mr. Lindsey from 


CHAP. IX. | OF TRINITARIANISM. 233 


the communion of the Church of England, on the 
avowed score of irreconcileable difference in re- 
spect to doctrine, would, in itself, plainly deter- 
mine the theological character both of the Society 
which he quitted and of the Society which he 
joined. 

V. On this perfectly intelligible principle, it is 
clear: that the unanimous system of exposition 
adopted by the Fathers of the three first centuries, 
if indeed they shall be found to have adopted any 
system of exposition unanimously, will in itself be 
evidence, as to what system of exposition was 
familiarly received in the Church of the three first 
centuries under the aspect of setting forth the un- 
doubted mind of Holy Scripture. 

For, though the insulated exposition of an insu- 
lated writer might justly be deemed nothing more 
than the unauthoritative specification of his own 
private judgment: it is morally impossible, that 
all the writers of a Church should be unanimous 
in their system of scriptural interpretation, re- 
maining all the while in full and uncensured com- 
munion with that Church; if, in point of syste- 
matic scriptural interpretation, the Church itself 
collectively differed from them utterly and radi- 
cally and essentially. 

VI. In regard, then, to those Fathers of the 
three first centuries, who were always deemed 
the very lights of that Catholic Church, to which 
they belonged, and in which they ministered or 
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presided, and of which they were the accredited 
defenders and instructors: in regard to these pri- 
mitive ecclesiastics, how stands the matter in 
question ? | 

1. So far as my own reading and observation 
extend, they invariably and unanimously. interpret 
the texts now litigated between Trinitarians and 
Antitrinitarians, not after the mode recommended 
by the latter, but precisely after the mode adopted 
by the former. | 

In zo one instance, which, in the course of a 
- tolerably wide investigation, I have been able to 
discover, do they ever interpret even a single text, 
so as to bring out the result: that That text does 
not teach the doctrine of the Trinity or the doctrine 
of Christ's godhead. 

With respect to their expositions, they are at 
once unanimous among themselves and perfectly 
accordant with modern. Catholics. 

If, among the Fathers of the three first centu- 
ries, there be an exception: I can only say, that I 
have inadvertently overlooked it. To this general 
rule, I myself, at least, am unable to produce a 
' single exception. 

_ 2. My accuracy, . however, in laying down my 
general rule, I strongly infer from the ominously 
profound silence of Dr. Priestley. | 

That indefatigable author has written two large 
Histories, for the express purpose of shewing: 
that Zrinitarianism, as involving the dependent doc- 
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trine of Christ's godhead, is the grand and palmary 
corruption of primitie Christiansty. 

Now, in the prosecution of such a plan, nothing 
surely could be more obvious to the writer and 
more satisfactory to the reader, than, by the direct 
adduction of passages, to shew: that Zhe early 
Bishops and Doctors of the original Catholic Church, 
quite up to the time of the Apostles themselves, 1N- 
VARIABLY and UNANIMOUSLY understood and expounded 
the scriptural texts, now litigated between Catholics 
and Unwersonalists, precisely in the same manner and 
precisely on the same doctrinal principle, as Uni- 
personalists still continue to expound them after the 
laudable example of the uncorrupted anctents. 

No attempt of this kind, however, has been 
made by that painful historian. 

He roundly asserts, indeed: that the texts in 
question were read by the primitive Christians, 
WITHOUT suggesting any such notions of the divinity 
or the preéxistence of Christ as are Now supposed to 
be clearly contained in them‘. But, so far as I re- 
collect, he substantiates not his assertion, by the 
adduction even so much as of a single instance, in 
which one of those texts is, by an ancient of the 
three first centuries, understood and interpreted, 
after the manner and on the principle in which it 
is understood and interpreted by himself and his 
modern associates. 


' Priestley’s Letters to Bp. Horsley, part ii, pref. Works, 
vol. xviii. p. 148. 
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3. Having perused the writings of the Ante- 
nicene Fathers pretty extensively and in most 
cases universally, I think I can account for the 
remarkable silence of Dr. Priestley, where silence 
on fis part, as a professed historian, was peculiarly 
unbecoming. 

As I myself have never been able to find a liti- 
gated text, interpreted by one of those ancient 
theologians, as Dr. Priestley and his friends would 
interpret it: so the researches of the historian, to 
that same effect, were, I incline to believe, not 
more successful than my own. 

The ancients, in short, of the three first centu- 
ries, within which period (Dr. Priestley himself 
being judge) lie the true materials of historic tes- 
timony, INVARIABLY and UNANIMOUSLY, unless I al- 
together mistake, understand and expound the 
litigated texts, not in the manner recommended 
by modern Unipersonalists, but precisely in the 
manner still from their predecessors adopted by 
modern Catholics '. 

VII. So far as I can figure to my imagination, 
the only mode, in which a modern Antitrinitarian 
can even attempt to escape from this difficulty, is 
the following. 

He may urge: that, although, from the inter- 
ested management of a corrupt Church, the inter- 


For a full substantiation of this statement, by an adduction 
of the actual expositions themselves, see below, append. 1. 
numb. 1. : 
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pretations of the early Humanitarians have not 
come down to us, we may, from the very character 
of their doctrine, be morally certain; that they 
must have understood the litigated texts much in 
the same manner as they are now understood by 
modern Humanitarians: for, without such a view 
of the texts in question, their scheme of doctrine 
could never have been adopted, in those primitive 
times, as exhibiting the real mind of Christianity. 

Lest, peradventure, this mode of escape should 
be attempted: I shall, by anticipation, expose its 
hopeless insufficiency. 

1. Instead of the litigated texts being read by 
these religionists, wirHouT suggesting to them any 
such notions of the dwinity or the preeéxistence of 
Christ as are Now supposed to be clearly contained in 
them, the truth is: that they allowed to those 
texts no voice whatever in the decision of the 
question, Whether Christ was a mere man or 
whether he is very God mysteriously united to very 
man ; for they cut the matter short by the com- 
pendious process of utterly rejecting the whole of 
St. Paul’s writings and all the Gospels save that of 
St. Matthew or rather what they were pleased to 
call that of St. Matthew’. 

(1.) So incorrigible, indeed, were the Ebionites 


1 Tren. adv. heer. lib. i. c. 26. p. 81. Hieron. Comment. in 
Matt. xii. 2. Oper. vol. vi. p. 20. Epiph. adv. heer. lib. i. tom. ii. 
her. 30. 
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in their error, and so completely did they proceed 
upon the plan of total rejection rather than on the 
plan of perverse misinterpretation, that they actually 
disregarded even apostolical authority itself. 

According to the testimony of antiquity, St. John 
wrote his Gospel, later than all the other Gospels, 
at the desire of the Asiatic Bishops, expressly to 
condemn their speculation: which he did, by en- 
tering more deeply into the doctrine of the divinity 
of the Saviour '. 

In despite of St. John, they chose, however, to 
retain their own opinion: and the consequence 
was their rejection of the particular Gospel which 
formally condemned them, as well as the Gospels 
of St. Luke and St. Mark. 

(2.) Not, indeed, that even St. Matthew’s Gospel 
was favourable to them: for, as Iréneus well re- 
marks, they might be convicted of entertaining 
erroneous sentiments, respecting the Lord, even 
out of that Gospel which they professed to re- 
ceive ’. 

To prevent, therefore, such conviction, they 
adopted, as Epiphanius tells us, the Gospel of 


? Coactus est, ab omnibus pzene tunc Asise Episcopis et mul- 
tarum Ecclesiarum legationibus, de divinitate Salvatoris altius 
scribere. Hieron. Procem. in Comment. in Matt. Evan. Oper. 
vol, vi. in init. 

* Ebionzi etenim, eo Evangelio quod est secundum Mat- 
thzum solo utentes, ex illo ipso convincuntur non recte preesu- 
mentes de Domino. Iren. adv. heer. lib. iii. c. 11. p. 186. 
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St. Matthew, in a state not only of mutilation but 
of corruption also: omitting, on the one hand, 
whatever might be hostile to their predetermined 
speculations ; and adding, on the other hand, what- 
ever might be favourable to them. 

Thus, for instance, since the two first chapters 
of the genuine Gospel of St. Matthew plainly con- 
demned them: they altogether, with the exception 
of the date which occurs at the beginning of the 
second chapter, erased those two chapters; and 
made their gratuitously improved Gospel com- 
mence, with a corrupted intermingling of the third 
and tenth chapters, associated with the date bor- 
rowed from the first verse of the rejected second 
chapter '. 


1 The Gospel of St. Matthew, as altered and improved by 
the Ebionites, commenced, according to the extracts made by 
Epiphanius, in manner following. 

It came to pass, in the days of Herod king of Judéa and of 
Caiaphas the high-priest, that there came a certain man called 
John, baptising with the baptism of repentance in the river 
Jordan, who was said to be of the lineage of Aaron the priest, 
the son of Zacharias and Elizabeth: and all men went out to 
him. 

And there was a certain man called Jesus, about thirty years 
of age: who chose us, and came into Capernaum, and entered 
into the house of Stmon called Peter. And, passing over the 
lake of Tiberias, having opened his mouth, he said: I have 
chosen John and James the sons of Zebedee, and Simon, and 
Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Jude, and Thad- 
déus, and Thomas, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas Iscariot : and 
thee, Matthen, sttting at the receipt of custom, I have called; and 
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2. Now, from this statement, it 1s obvious: 
that the texts, at present litigated between Trini- 


thou hast followed me. You, therefore, I will to be twelve 
Apostles, for a testimony to Israel. 

And John was baptising: and there went out to him the 
Pharisees and all Jerusalem; and they were baptised. And 
John had his raiment of camel's hair and a leathern girdle 
round his loins. And his food was wild honey, the taste of 
which was that of manna, like a watery sweetness tn oil. 

And, when the people had been baptised, Jesus also came, 


and was baptised of John. And, when he ascended from the 


water, the heavens were opened ; and he saw the Spirit of God, 
in the appearance of a dove, descending and entering into him. 
And there came a voice from heaven, saying: Thou art my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; and again, This day 
I have begotten thee. 

And, immediately, a great light shone round the place. Which 
when John had seen, he saith unto him: Who art thou, Lord? 
And again a voice from heaven came unto him: This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

And John, falling down before him, said: I pray thee, Lord, 
baptise me. But he hindered him, saying: Let me go; for 
thus ts tt fitting that all things should be fulfilled. Epiph. adv. 
heer. lib. i. tom. ii. heer. 30. 

I. On the Gospel thus mutilated and depraved, Epiphanius 
remarks: See, how, every where, sound doctrine is adulterated 
by these Ebtonites: see, how, with them, all things are lame and 
distorted and possessing no rectitude. 

II. Yet, upon the authority of these miserable garblers, whose 
very production of the date, /n the days of Herod king of Judéa, 
taken from the first verse of the second chapter of St. Mat- 
thew’s Gospel, furnishes, against themselves, a distinct proof of 
their dishonest and interested mutilation: the Editor of The 


New Testament in an improved version rejects, as spurious, the 
10 
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tarians and Antitrinitarians, came not, in the form- 
ing of their sentiments respecting the nature of 
Christ, even so much as within the contemplation 
of the early Humanitarians. 

(1.) It was not: that Such texts, viewed as a 


whole of the two first chapters of that Gospel, save the seven- 
teen opening verses which contain the genealogy. 

1. It is true, indeed, that the very early Fathers, Ignatius 
and Justin and Irenéus and Tertullian, all either cite or refer to 
the rejected chapters, as an undoubted and universally received 
part of Holy Writ; expressly building upon those chapters the 
doctrme of Christ’s godhead and incarnation from the virgin 
Mary (See below, append. i. numb. 1. texts 5, 6.): and it is 
true, that the daring mutilation of the Ebionites was always 
strenuously reprobated and condemned by the Church Catholic. 
But the Editor, as a critic, quite dissatisfied with these ancient 
authorities, both greek and latin, both oriental and occidental, 
rests confidently upon the expurgation of the Ebionites : who, 
in the manufactory of their pretended Gospel of St. Matthew, 
erased the whole of the two first chapters of the genuine Gos- 
pel, save the dete in the first verse of the second chapter ; and 
then made their apocryphal compilation to commence with the 
strangely garbled mingle-mangle exhibited above. 

2. Had the Editor been consistent in his criticism, the same 
ebionitic authority, which has induced him to describe as 
epurieus the greater part of the two first chapters of St. Mat- 
thew, ought also, not only to have guided him in his verbal ar- 
rangement of the third chapter, but to have led him to reject, 
as likewise spurious, the entire three Gospels of St. Mark and 
St. Luke and St. John and the whole of the Epistles of St. 
Paul. So far as authority is concerned, the authority in all 
these cases is precisely the same ; the authority, to wit, of those 
early branded mutilators the Ebionites. 


VOL. I. R 
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portion of the authoritative word of God, were read 
by them, witnouT (as Dr. Priestley speaks) sug- 
gesting any such notions of the divinity or the pre- 
éxistence of Christ as are Now supposed to be clearly 
contained in them. Or, in other words, it was not : 
that Their system was founded upon some such in- 
terpretation of those texts, as the interpretation 
current among modern Humanitarians. 

(2.) But it was: that They rejected the now 
litigated texts altogether ; and that They received 
only a single apocryphal Gospel which by mutilation 
and corruption they had made to harmonise with their 
own pecultar views, while they discarded the whole 
canonical New Testament as it has been delwered 
down to us from the primitive Church Catholic. 

3. Thus, on the whole, these early Humani- 
tarians of the Ebionitic School will, if I mistake 
not, turn out to be reluctant witnesses for the 
trinitarian exposition of the now litigated texts. 

Their retention of their own sentiments respect- 
ing the nature of Christ, and a reception of the 
genuine canonical New Testament in all its several 
portions, they plainly perceived to be incompatible: 
for they felt, that the now litigated texts suggested 
such notions of the divinity and preéxistence of 
the Saviour, as they were predetermined not to 
admit. 

Hence, in order to rid themselves of the texts, 
they rejected, with a high hand, the books which 
contained them. 
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This, however, they would not have done, had 
the texts suggested to early believers nothing more 
than what Dr. Priestley supposes them to have 
suggested. 

Consequently, their very act of rejection is a 
tacit acknowledgment: that the texts neither could 
nor did suggest any other notions, than those of 
Christ’s preéxistence and divinity. 

I may now, therefore, repeat: that The ancients 
of the three first centuries, INVARIABLY and UNANT- 
MOUSLY, understood and expounded the ltigated 
texts, not in the manner recommended by modern 
Unipersonalists, but in the manner received from 
their predecessors by modern Catholics. 

VIII. This remarkable concord might, even in 
itself, establish the position: that The primitive 
Church, up to the very time of the Apostles, was tn- 
variably trinitarian. For the primitive Church at 
large could not have held one scheme of theology : 
while, professedly out of Scripture, its Bishops and 
Doctors, diligently and openly, unanimously and 
unreprovedly, inculcated quite another scheme. 

But the argument acquires a tenfold force, when 
we consider the strict harmony of the present line 
of evidence with all the other lines of evidence 
which have now in review successively passed 
before us: and that force, so far as I can judge, 
becomes absolutely irresistible, when we bear in 
mind, that the present position is established, not 
merely by a single testimony or by a single class 

R 2 
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of testimonies, but by a concurrence of numerous 
distinct classes of testimonies all vouching for the 
same fact and all tending to the same purpose. 

As, in regard to Scripture, the early Doctors 
expounded: so, in point of fact, without any con- 
tradiction on the part of Chnistians, did the ene- 
mies of Christianity allege’; so, from generation 
to generation, did the primitive Christians wor 
ship*® ; so, with one mouth, to be the universally 
received doctrine of the Church Catholic, did the 
ancient apologists profess’; so, with rare and 
striking concord, did all the early Creeds or Sym- 
bols propound*; so were all the ancient Liturgies 
constructed *; so were all the Catechumens ¢- 
stituted °. 

If the Church of the first ages had been anti- 
trinitarian, this accordance, in so many different 
points, could never have existed. 

By all the laws of evidence, therefore, the in- 
evitable result from it is: that Zhe primitive 
_ Church, up to the age of the Apostles, held and 
taught, as vitally essential truths, the doctrenes of the 
Trinity and of the godhead of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 


* See above, book 1. chap. 3. 
? See above, book 1. chap. 4. 
* Seg above, book i. chap. 5. 
* See above, book i. chap. 6. 
* See above, book i. chap. 7. 
* See above, book i. chap. 8. 


CHAPTER X. 


RESPECTING THE ARGUMENT FROM PRESCRIPTION AND 
UNIVERSALITY. 


Fut as it is, my evidence might, nevertheless, be 
deemed incomplete, if I pretermitted the ancient 
argument from prescription and universality, urged 
with such invincible force by Tertullian and Ire- 
néus, and resorted to likewise in connection with 
their testimony by many of their successors. 
There is no maxim, as Dr. Priestley judiciously 
remarks, the truth of which is more fully verified by 
observation and experience, than that great bodies 
of men do not soon, or without great causes, change 
their opinions'.—The true doctrine, concerning the 
person of Christ, must be allowed to have been held 
by the Apostles. They, no doubt, knew: whether 
their Master was only a man like themselves, or 
their Maker. Their immediate disciples would re- 
ceive and maintain the same doctrine that they held. 


? Hist. of Early Opin. book iii. chap. 13. Works, vol. vi. 
p. 473. 
10 
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And tt must have been some time, before any other 
could have been introduced and have spread to any 
extent: and, especially, before it could have become 
the prevatling opinion’. 

On this sound and rational principle, is ulti- 
mately and effectively built the argument from 
_ prescription and universality, which I shall now 
lay before the serious inquirer. 

I. The argument in question is strictly an argu- 
ment from AN HISTORICAL FACT: which FACT, in the 
face of those very heretics whom they were con- 
troversially opposing, is, by Irenéus and Tertullian, 
publicly appealed to, as perfectly notorious and as 
altogether incontrovertible. 

Now the Fact, thus publicly appealed to, as a 
Fact incapable of contradiction, was the following. 

About the year 175 when the then aged Irenéus 
wrote, and about the year 200 when Tertullian 
flourished; that is to say, about 75 years, and 
about 100 years, after the death of St. John, 
when, through chronological necessity and agree- 
ably to positive attestation, no particular Church 
could have been separated, from the apostolic age, 
by more than ¢wo intervening steps of communi- 
cation: ALL the then existing Churches mutually 
in communion with each other, though variously 
deriving their succession from twelve different 


1 Reply to Animadvers. Introd. sect. iv. Works, vol. xviii. 
p- 23. 
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Apostles, held precisely the same system of doc- 
trine respecting the nature of the Deity or respect- 
ing the mode in which the Deity exists; and, on 
this point, their harmony was such, that not a 
SINGLE Church could be found, which held any 
other system. 

The system of doctrine, thus UNIVERSALLY held 
by the various Churches which derived their un- 
broken succession from the Apostles, is given at 
length, under the character of A PUBLIC RULE OF 
FaiTH, both by Irenéus and by Tertullian: so that 
we cannot mistake its true nature and character '. 
And this system of doctrine was the system, which, 
in the present day, is commonly denominated ¢rini- 
tartan. Thatisto say, it was a system: which 
asserted the existence of the one Deity in three 
persons; and which maintained, that the second 
of these three persons became incarnate and ap- 
peared upon earth as the man Christ Jesus. __ 

Such, however, is not the whole amount of the 
FacT publicly appealed to by Irenéus and Ter- 
tullian. 

During the period which has been specified, ALL 
the Churches not only agreed in maintaining the 
system of doctrine usually styled trinitartan: but 
they at likewise agreed in yet another very im- 
portant matter. 

1 The primitive Rule of Faith, as severally delivered by 


Irenéus and Tertullian, I have already given at large. See 
above, book i. chap. 6. § v. v1. 
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While, without a single exception, they aLL 
concurred in holding that peculiar doctrine, which 
is briefly denominated The doctréne of the Trinity ; 
they ALL, moreover, without a single exception, 
concurred -in declaring: that, Through one or at 
the most through two intermediate channels, they had 
received this doctrine from some one or other of the 
twelve Apostles, up to whom they severally carried 
their ecclesiastical succession; that The Rule of 
Faith, which propounded this doctrine, was ultimately 
deriwed from Christ himself; and that, As e& was 
unwersal in point of reception, throughout all the 
provincial Churches in mutual communion with each 
other, so it was questioned by none save heretics who 
in parties of scattered individuals had gone out from 
the great and more ancient body of the Church 
Catholic’. 

II. This is THE HISTORICAL FACT, appealed to by 
Irenéus and Tertullian as sotortous and incontro- 
vertible : and their strict accuracy in asserting it is 


* See Iren. adv. her. lib. i. c. 2. p. 34—86. lib. iii. c. 4. § 2. 
p. 172. Tertull. de preescript. adv. heer. § 4. Oper. p. 100. 

The argument of these two early Fathers, as founded upon the 
universal reception and the apostolic derivation of the Rule of 
Faith, professedly touches all heretics of every description who 
departed from the Rule in question. But, in the present appli- 
cation of their argument, my own limited subject leads me to 
consider only the speculations of those religionists, who may be 
briefly designated as Humanitarian Unipersonalists, and who 
may be viewed as the theological descendants of the ancient 
E bionites. | 
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fully evinced, both by their own competency as 
witnesses, and by almost every possible combina- 
tion of parallel evidence. 

1, Irenéus, who was born in the year 97, passed 
his youth in proconsular Asia, where he was a 
pupil of Polycarp the disciple of St. John: and, 
in his more mature age, he was Bishop of Lyons 
in Gaul. : 

Hence he was personally, and not through mere 
vague hearsay, acquainted with the doctrinal sys- 
tem held by the Churches both of the East and 
of the West : hence he could compare that system 
which invariably claimed to be derived from the 
Apostles, with the system, which his master Poly- 
carp had always, through the whole course of his 
long episcopate, professed to have received imme- 
diately from St. John: and hence, in every point 
of view, his competency, as a well-informed wit- 
ness, is unimpeachable. 

Now this witness, thus circumstanced, vouches 
for THE FAcT: that, In his time, ALL the Churches 
not only MAINTAINED the doctrines familiarly styled 
trintarian ; but also RIGHTLY maintained them, on 
the express ground of their APOSTOLICAL DERIVATION. 

2. Our next witness, Tertullian, was born at 
Carthage, about the middle of the second century : 
and, after his conversion to Christianity, he long 
continued to reside in his native country, where 
he largely and actively entered into all matters 
ecclesiastical. 
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Hence, in a similar manner, he was personally, 
not through hearsay alone, acquainted with the 
doctrinal system of the African Churches: hence, 
from the intercourse which so rapidly and so per- 
petually prevailed among those who had embraced 
the Christian Faith, and from his own extensive 
‘correspondence and natural inquisitiveness, he 
well knew, even where his strictly personal exami- 
nation had not been carried, both the character of 
the system and the character of the claims by 
which all the other Churches were equally distin- 
guished ; and hence His evidential competency also, 
like that of Irenéus, is perfectly unobjectionable. 

Now, in regard to THe Fact before us, the testi- 
mony of Tertullian exactly corresponds with the 
testimony of Irenéus. 

He assures us: that aL the Churches of his time 
were trinitarian. And he adds: that They au. 
declared themselves to have recewed their strictly 
uniform doctrinal system from some one or other of 
the Apostles. | 

3. The joint assertion of Irenéus and Tertullian 
is incidentally confirmed, in a very striking man- 
ner, by Hegesippus, who, in point of chronology, 
was the contemporary of Irenéus. 

According to the ecclesiastical historian Eu- 
sebius, this ancient individual tells us: that, having 
had an occasion to take a journey from Asia to 
Rome, he familiarly, in the course of it, mingled 
with very many Bishops. Such a circumstance 
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brought him into immediate contact with the 
Churches both of the East and of the West: and 
the result was, that, from ALL of them alike, as he 
assures us on his own personal knowledge and 
experience, he invariably received the self-same 
system of doctrinal theology '. 

Lhe Church of Corinth, says he, as his own pre- 
cise words are reported by Eusebius, was perse- 
vering in the right faith down to the episcopate of 
Primus: for, while I was sailing to Rome, { mingled 
familiarly with the Corinthians, and spent many days 
with them; during which, we were jointly comforted 
by the right faith. But, having arrived at Rome, 
I completed the episcopal succession down to Anicetus, 
whose deacon was Eleutherus. And Soter succeeded 
Anicetus: and Eleutherus succeeded Soter ’*. 

This interesting account, which Hegesippus 
gives, of his prolonged abode at Rome and at 
Corinth t particular, he winds up, still in his own 


1 Andoi, we mr&lorowg éxcoxérotc cuppltecer, drodnulay oret- 
Adpevog péxpe “Pounce Kal de Gre ry abriy rapa wavrwy wap- 
eihnge Ovdackadiay. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iv. c. 22. 

> 'Exépever  éxkAnoia f) KopivOiwy ev rp 6p0g Adyy, pméexpe 
Iipipov émoxorevovroc év KopivOy’ ofc ovvéua mdéwy ele ‘Po- 
pny, kai ovvdcérpupa roig KopwvOlore hyépag ixavag’ év ale ovv- 
averanpev Ty. dp0g Adyy. Tevdpevog dé év ‘Pwpy, dcadoxny 
éxownodunv péxpic ’"Avexhrov, ov Stdxovog qv EXevOepoc. Kat 
mapa ’Avexhrov dvadéxerat Lwrip, ped’ dv ’EXevOepoc. Bn a2 
apud Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iv. c. 22. 

The journey of Hegesippus and his residence at Rome oc- 
curred somewhere in the course of the period. A.D. 158—162. 
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words, with the following explicit declaration re- 
lative to all the visited Churches zz general. 

Now, tn each episcopal succession and in each city, 
the right fatth thus continues, as tt is preached both 
by the Law and by the Prophets and by the Lord 
himself. 

Here, again, we have the complete doctrinal 
uniformity of the Churches, from East to West, 
established by the direct testimony of an eye- 
witness who visited them about the middle of the 
second century : and, additionally, we observe the - 
same eye-witness declaring, that the system, uni- 
versally received in the several episcopal cities, 
claimed to be the precise system, which in accord- 
ance with the Law and the Prophets Christ him- 
_ self had preached, and which his Apostles had 
harmoniously handed down to their various eccle- 
siastical successors. 

The two matters, then, which Hegesippus attests 
about the middle of the second century or about 
some fifty years after the death of St. John, are, 
THE PERFECT DOCTRINAL UNIFORMITY OF ALL THE 
CHURCHES, and THE CONSTANTLY ASSERTED DERIVA- 
TION OF THIS COMMON DOCTRINAL SYSTEM FROM CHRIST 
AND HIS APOSTLES. 

Hence, to complete the testimony, we have only 


' "Ey éxaory 0 dcadoyy cat év Exdorn WéAEL OvTWE EXEL, OC 6 
yopog Kypurrec Kai of xpodirat Kai 6 Kupwc. Hegesipp. apud 
Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iv. c. 22. : 
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to inquire, what this uniform doctrinal system 
really was in point of nature and character. 

In those fragments of his writings which have 
been preserved by Eusebius, the specific quality of - 
this system is not expressly stated by Hegesippus : 
but it is indisputably a system, which receives his 
own entire assent and approbation. He tells us, 
that the Church of Corinth had persevered in THE 
RIGHT FAITH down to the episcopate of Primus, 
when he himself visited it: and he adds, that, 
during many days, he and the Corinthians were 
jointly comforted by THIs sAME RIGHT FAITH. But 
the faith of the Corinthian Church was the faith of 
all the other symbolising contemporary Churches : 
and, agreeably to the constant claim of all those 
Churches, this UNIVERSAL FAITH was, in the estima- 
tion of Hegesippus, that ricuT rairH which had 
been preached by the Lord and his Apostles. 
Hence it is evident: that, if we can distinctly 
ascertain the faith of Hegesippus, we shall also 
distinctly ascertain the nature of that RIGHT Farrn 
which he professed in common with att the then-- 
existing Churches. 

The requisite information to this precise pur- 
pose is furnished by the ecclesiastical historian 
Eusebius. 

He tells us: that Hegesippus was a famous 
champion for the truth against the heresies of un- 
godly men; that, IN DOCTRINE, HE SYMBOLISED WITH 
IRENEUS AND MELITO; and that, in the five books of 
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his Commentaries which were then extant, he set 
forth the unerning tradition of apostolic preaching 
and a most full memorial of his own theological 
sentiments '. 

Now the theological sentiments of Irenéus and 
Melito, are, from their yet existing remains, per- 
fectly well known to have been ¢rinitarian. But 
their theological sentiments were the theological 


1“Opwe & obv kara rove Sndoupévoue avOtc wapijyer é¢ péour 
h &H0era wrtlove Eauriic treppaxore, ov Ot aypdgwy ard pdvov 
éléyxwr, GAG kal Oe éyypaguyr arodeiiewy, Kara rHv GBéwy ai- 
pécewy orparevopévouc. "Ey rovroe éyvwpilero ‘Hyhourmog, ov 
wrsloratc on mporépoy Keyphpeba gwvaic’ we ay éx rij¢ abrov 
mapaddécews Tiva THY KaTa Tovc amoordédove waparPéuevor. "Ev 
aévre 0) oby ovyypappacty, ovToc, THY arhavi wapadoow Tov 
droaroXtKov Knpvyparog dxdovordry cuvrdgee ypadiic vropynpa- 
riadpevoc, Kad’ by éyvwplZero onpalver xpdvoy. Euseb. Hist. 
Eccles. lib. iv. c. 7, 8. 

"Hrpaloy dé év rovrotc, éxt rite éxxdnoiac, ‘Hytourmde re ov 
topey ék trav mportpwv, cal Acoviowoc KopivOtwy érioxorog, 
Ilevurde re diddoc rv éxt Kpfrne érickoroc, Bidurxde re ext 
rovrog, wat ’Arodtvdpwe, cat MeXdirwy, Movoarde re, Kat 
Médécorog, cal érl xaow Eipnyatog’ dy xa cic hdc rij¢ a&roo- 
roNKkiic wapaddcewc fy ritc Vywic alorews Eyypagoc KarpdOey 
épOodoklia. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iv. c. 21. 


°O peév obv ‘Hyhowrmoc, év wévre rotc ele hac eéMGovarv -bro- 


prhpaat, rijc Wlac yyepne mAnpeordrny pvhpny xaradédorrev. 


Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iv. c. 22. 

Hegesippus is similarly praised by Sozomen, who associates 
him as a writer with Clement of Alexandria, jointly bestowing 
upon the two the appellation of men most eminent for their wisdom. 

‘KAhpne re kat ‘Hynourrocg, &ydpeg copwrarot, ri rév axoord- 
Awy C.adoxy TupaxodovOfjcayrec. Sozom. Hist. Eccles. hib. i. c.1. 
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sentiments of Hegesippus. Therefore, plainly, the 
theological sentiments of Hegesippus must have 
been trinttarian likewise. 

Such being the case, Hegesippus is a witness : 
who, from his own personal knowledge, vouches 
for the Trinitartanism of all the Churches that he 
visited from East to West; and who states, that 
this precise doctrinal system had, in all the 
Churches, been received from Christ and his 
Apostles '. 

4, With the testimony borne by Hegesippus, 
and with the appeals of Irenéus and Tertullian, 
every other testimony, which can be collected, will 
be found to accord. 

The Fact, to which Irenéus and Tertullian pub- 
licly appeal, and upon which they avowedly build 
their argument from prescription, is established, 
as we have already seen at large, by the testimonies 
both of friends and of enemies, by all the ancient 
Creeds of the Catholic Church, by every course 
of Catechetical Lectures delivered to the Compe- 
tentes immediately before their baptism, by the 
public profession of faith made correspondingly at 
the baptismal font by every legitimately interro- 
gated individual, and by all the accredited Apolo- 
gies of the professed defenders of Christians and 
of Christianity *. 


* See below, append. i. numb. 2. 
? See above, book i. chap. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 
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5. Finally, the same racris negatively established, 
by the tacit admission of its truth, on the part of 
the numerous heretics, against whom it was argu- 
mentatively produced. 

For it is obvious, that, if they could, these here- 
tics assuredly would, have effectually confuted the 
argument brought against them, by the very simple 
process of denying the racr upon which the argu- 
ment avowedly reposed. The ract, however, they 
deny not. Hence we may be morally certain, that 
denial on their part was impracticable. 

III. The Fact, therefore; that, Jn the days of 
Irenéus and Tertullian, auu the Churches in the 
known world were trinitarian, unanmmously asserting 
their common doctrinal system to hawe been, tn each 
of their several successions, derwwed from the twelve 
Apostles; this Fact, purely as a fact, is, I think, 
on every rational principle of evidence, historically 
indisputable, 

Now, from the ract thus asserted and thus esta- 
blished, Irenéus and Tertullian deduced the follow- 
ing argument against the innovations of heretics. 

Without a single exception, said they, aLL the 
Churches, in every part of the world, though 
severally deriving their successions from twelve 
different Apostles, notoriously concur in maintain- 
ing, on the plea of well known derivation from 
those Apostles, the doctrine of the Trinity with 
the dependent doctrines of Christ’s godhead and 
incarnation. 
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But, at this early period, said they, for we are 
now only in the second century, these various 
Churches cannot be ignorant, either as to what 
Apostle was at the head of their succession, or as to 
what doctrine they have received from him through ’ 
the intervention of no more than one or two de- 
scents: for ignorance, as to this point, is plainly, 
in the very nature of things, morally impossible. 

Therefore the doctrinal system, which, under 
the professed aspect of 4 derivation from their 
several apostolec fountains, they thus hold unIvER- 
SALLY, must inevitably be the doctrinal system 
which was harmoniously taught by the twelve 
Apostles from the very beginning. 

IV. Such was the argument employed by Ire- 
néus and Tertullian : but, against it, two objections 
may possibly be started: the one, that The doc- 
trine of the Trinity might have been a corruption, 
though doubtless a very early corruption, of the 
primitive faith ; the other, that Many individuals, 
who flourished even prior either to Irenéus or to Ter- 
tullzan, rejected that doctrine together with the ap- 
pended doctrine of Christ's divinity, and yet actually 
claimed to themselves the praise of having faithfully 
preserved the original apostolic tradition. 

1. Since we know, it may be objected, that error 
and heresy may creep into the best originally con- 
stituted Societies; and since the doctrine of the 
Trinity, if a corruption of primitive Christianity, 
must have commenced at some time: how can we 

VOL, I. S 
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be certain, that that doctrine, as held about 70 or 
100 years after the death of St. John, was not, 
however early the period, even then a corruption 
of the pure Gospel as at first delivered by the 
Apostles ? | 

The answer to this. objective question is con- 
tained.in the well established fact of uNIVERSALITY. 

Throughout the known world, att the Churches, 
then in communion with each other, and variously 
deriving their succession from some. one of the 
twelve Apostles, agreed in maintaining the. doc- 
trine of the Trinity, on the special ground,. that, 
through one or ‘two intermediate descents, they 
had severally derived it from the apostolic fountain 
of their ecclesiastical existence. 

Now, though we grant that actual corruption 
must have commenced at some time and may have 
commenced very early; whence we admit the ab- 
stract possibility, that ¢his single Church or that 
single Church might, even withm a century after 
the death of St. John, have grossly perverted primi- 
tive verity: yet we assert it to be. morally 1mpossi- 
ble; that atu: the Churches, in the known world, 
while separated from their respective _apostolical 
origins by only one or two descents, should not 
only have corrupted themselves UNIVERSALLY, but 
should likewise have corrupted themselves IN THE 
SELF-SAME MANNER; Should not only have corrupted 
themselves IN THE SELF-SAME MANNER, but should 
likewise have uNANIMOUSLY concurred in maintain- 
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ing, that a dogma, which, on the theory of its be- 
ing a recent corruption, every individual of ripe 
age must have known to be a recent corruption, 
was nevertheless derived from the primeval teach- 
ing of the twelve Apostles. 

This, on any known and intelligible principles 
of human action, we assert to be morally impos- 
sible. 

Had the system of modern Antitrinitarianism 
been the doctrinal system delivered to the Catholic 
Church by the Apostolic College, that system, 
agreeably to the excellent canon laid down by 
Dr. Priestley himself, could not have been suddenly 
and unanimously and unzformly exchanged for a 
system of a directly opposite description. | 

From the doctrine of Christ’s mere humanity 
to the doctrine of Christ's incarnate divinity, and 
_from the doctrine of The unipersonal existence of 
God to the doctrine of The tripersonal existence of 
God, the transition is too great, the gulf is too 
wide, to be passed wnanmously and at a single 
bound: and in the course of only a few revolving 
years, while yet not a recorded vestige of any such 
transition should remain. 

But, even if this astonishingly rapid transition 
might, when Irenéus wrote, have occurred in any 
one Church: how, at so early a period, as I have 
already hinted, can we account for a transition, 
from the alleged primitive faith of Antitrinitarian- 
ism to the alleged gross corruption of Trinita- 

s 2 
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rianism, at once SUDDEN and UNIVERSAL and UNANI- 
MOUS and UNIFORM ? | 

Had aii the Churches, in the first instance, 
received from the Apostles the doctrinal system of 
Antitrinitarianism ; and had any one Church, in the 
course of the first or second descent, exchanged 
Antitrinitarianism for Trinitarianism, that is to 
say, had any one Church, in the course of the first 
or second descent ceased to revere God in one 
person and begun to revere him in three persons, 
while correspondingly she had ceased to respect 
Christ as an eminent though a mere man and had 
begun to worship him with the highest divine 
honours as the incarnate second person of the 
Deity : what would, nay what must, have been 
the consequence of such a very remarkable occur- 
rence ! 

- Doubtless, the yet pure Churches would, with 
one mouth, have exclaimed against their aposta- 
tising sister: or, if some had fallen after her; the 
rest would only have the more vehemently ex- 
claimed : or, if, yet further, a majority of the 
Churches had, at that very early period when the 
words of the Apostles were still ringing in their 
ears, apostatised after the evil example of the first 
culprit; the deserted muxority, we may be sure, 
would have been loud in their expressions of well 
merited condemnation : or, if a well-nigh universal 
corruption had, in the course of only one or two 
descents fromthe soundness of primitive orthodoxy, 
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most unaccountably and most incredibly taken 
place; certainly, according to our Lord’s own 
promise that the gates of Hades should never 
entirely prevail against the Communion which he 
had founded, some oze solitary Church, deducing 
its undeniable origin from an Apostle, would have 
been found, a faithful Abdiel, in the midst of 
this strangely general and strangely uniform and 
strangely early and strangely rapid aberration. 

Yet, as put forth even by a single faithful Church 
of apostolic derivation, no protest, against the 
general though sudden corruption of the truth by 
the rapid introduction of Trinitarianism, can, mn 
any part either of secular or of ecclesiastical his- 
tory, be discovered. 

So far as the Church Catholic is concerned, 
primitive orthodoxy, if Antitrinitarianism be pri- 
mitive orthodoxy, instantaneously dies, and makes 
no sign. Vainly shall we search the records of 
antiquity for a simgle protest made by a single 
branch of the Church Universal. 

On the supposition, in short, that Antitrinita- 
rianism en regard to the Deity and mere Humanita- 
rianism in regard to Christ was the genuine aposto- 
lical doctrine ; the Fact, notoriously familiar in the 
days of Irenéus and Tertullian, and invincibly 
established by a concurring mass of irresistible 
evidence, would plainly have been ImMpossIBLE. 

The bare racr itself, therefore, under the very 
remarkable circumstances of its occurrence, unan- 
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swerably demonstrates : that The doctrine of the 
Trinity, with the dependent doctrines of Christ's 
godhkead and incarnation, must have been the doc- 
trine uniformly delivered, to auu the successions of 
the Churches, by aut the twelve Apostles. 

2. But it may be said: that some very early 
individuals, who flourished even prior either to 
Irenéus or to Tertullian, denied the divinity of 
Christ, and yet claimed to themselves the praise 
of having faithfully preserved the primitive apos- 
tolic tradition. | 

This was the precise case, which the argument, 
in the hands of those two primitive ecclesiastics, 
was constructed to meet. 

All heretics, says Irenéus, are MUCH LATER than 
the Bishops, to whom the Apostles delivered the 
Churches *. | 

Whatever is First, says Tertullian, zs true: what- 
ever if LATER, 38 spuriaus”. 


? Omnes enim ii valde posteriores sunt quam episcopi, quibus 
Apostoli tradiderunt Ecclesias.—Necessitatem ergo habent 
preedicti hzretici, quoniam sint czci ad veritatem, alteram et 
alteram ambulare exorbitantes viam: et, propter hoc, inconso- 
nanter et inconsequenter dispersa sunt vestigia doctrine ipsorum. 
Eorum autem, qui ab Ecclesia sunt, semita cireumiens mundum 
universum, quippe firmam habens ab Apostolis traditionem, et 
videre nobis donans omnium unam et eandem esse fidem.—Et 
Ecclesize quidem preedicatio vera et firma, apud quam una et 
eadem salutis via in universo mundo ostenditur. Iren. adv. 
her. lib. v. c. 17. p. 341. 

? Id esse verum, quodcunque primum: id esse adulterum, 
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Of the individuals in question, there was no ex- 
isting Church or Society : which could derive its 
origin from an apostolical fountain; and which 
could so trace up the succession of its Bishops, 
as to be able to assert, under the aspect of a no- 
torious fact, that the first Bishop received his com- 
mission, either from some one of the Apostles, or 
from some apostolical man himself consecrated by 
an Apostle ’. 

On the contrary, these individuals, however they 
might subsequently combine into sects or parties, 
were, in the first instance, mere disconnected indi- 


quodcunque posterius. Tertull. adv. Prax. § 1. Oper. 
p.- 405. 

1 Ita ex ipso ordine manifestatur, id esse dominicum et 
verum, quod sit prius traditum : id autem extraneum et falsum, 
quod sit posterius immissum. Ea sententia manebit adversus 
posteriores quasque heereses, quibus nulla constantia de con- 
scientia competit ad defendendam sibi veritatem. Ceeterum, si 
quze audent interserere se setati apostolicee, ut ideo videantur ab 
Apostolis traditee, quia sub Apostolis fuerunt, possumus dicere ; 
Edant ergo origines ecclesiarum suarum; evolvant ordinem 
episcoporum suorum, ita per successtones ab initio decurrentem, 
ut primus ille episcopus aliquem ex Apostolis vel apostolicis virts, 
qui tamen cum Apostolis perseveraverit, habuerit autorem et 
antecessorem. Hoc enim modo, ecclesize apostolic census 
suos deferunt: sicut Smyrneorum ecclesia habens Polycarpum 
ab Joanne conlocatum refert; sicut Romanorum Clementem a 
Petro ordinatum refert; proinde utique et caters exhibent, 
quos, ab Apostolis in episcopatum constitutos, apostolici seminis 
traduces habeant. Tertull. de preescript. adv. heer. § 11. Oper. 
p. 107. 
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viduals, They were universally known, in their 
individual capacity, to have quitted their respective 
Churches, on the: precise ground of djfference of 
opinion. They, individually, rejected the doctrine 
taught in the several Churches of which they had 
been members : and, therefore, they left each his 
own proper Church. In short, they were notori- 
ously, what Irenéus calls, ansistents from. the pri- 
mitive succession: they were individuals, who fell 
away from the truth, and who then in this place 
or in that place congregated together |. 

Such, invariably, from the apostolic age itself, 
was the devious progress of each early heretic. 

They went out from us,as St. John speaks : but 
they were not of us. For, if they had been of us, 
they would have CONTINUED with us. But they WENT 
out, that they might be made manifest that they were 
not all of us’. 


* Quapropter eis qui in ecclesia sunt presbyteris obaudire 
oportet, his qui successionem habent ab Apostolis, sicut osten- 
dimus, qui cum episcopatis successione charisma veritatis cer- 
tum, secundum placitum Patris, acceperunt. Reliquos vero, 
qui ABSISTUNT a principal: successione et quocunque loco colli- 
guntur, suspectos habere, vel quasi hereticos et malte senten- 
tise, vel quasi scindentes et elatos et sibi placentes, aut rursus 
ut hypocritas queestiis gratia et vane glorise. hoc operantes. 
Omnes autem hi decidunt a veritate. -Iren. adv. her. lib. iv. 
c. 43. p. 277. 

* 1 John ii. 19, Miramur de Ecclesiis ejus si a quibusdam 
deseruntur, quum ea nog ostendunt Christianos, qua patimur 


ad exemplum ipsius Christi. Ex nobis, inquit, prodierunt, sed 
10 
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This being the case, the doctrine, which those 
individuals abandoned, was, of plain necessity, and 
by the very statement of their progress; more 
ancient than the dactrine which they adopted’. 

Consequently, their separation from all the 
apostolical Churches, which were mutually in 
communion with each other, and which univer- 
sally held the same system of doctrine, was stself 
a virtual confutation of their pretensions. 

The sects, which, in the persons of their com- 
ponent individuals, went out from the primitive 
Churches, were inevitably /ater in their orig than 
the primitive Churches from which they went out. 

Hence, as Irenéus and Tertullian justly remark, 
all hereties are more modern than the first Bishops, 
to whom the Apostles delivered the Catholic 
Church: hence the rule of faith, adopted in the 
Catholic Church, is more ancient than any heresy : 
hence this rule, held by the whole Church, is 
questioned by none save heretics: and hence the 
very uniformity of apostolic tradition, in every dis- 
tinct Church at that early period, invincibly de- 
monstrates both its strict accuracy and its perfect 
accordance with the mind of Scripture’. 


non fuerunt ex nobis: si fuissent ex nobis, permansissent utique 
nobiscum. Tertull. de praescript. adv. her. § 1. Oper. p. 96. 
1 Ideo et sibi damnatum dixit hereticum, quia et, in quo 
damnatur, ssi ELEG@iT. Tertull. de prescript. adv. her. § 2. — 
Oper. p. 97. 
7 See Tertull. de prescript. adv. her. Oper. p. 95112. 
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V. Such, against the various heretics who had 
then started up and who had thus departed from 
the common. doctrinal system of the Catholic 
Church, is the famous argument of Irenéus and 
Tertullian: an argument, from the racr of The 
universal reception of a special Rule of Faith on the 
unsversally alleged ground of aboriginal apostolic 
inculcation, to the concLusion that Zhe doctrines 
propounded in that Rule of Faith must have been 
recewed from .Christ and his Apostles. And, if we 
bear in mind the period when this argument was 
employed ; a period, during which no Church was 
separated from the Apostles by more than some 
one or two intervening descents: we shall per- 
haps, under such an aspect, incline to ~— 
it altogether irresistible. 

I may add: that, powerful as this asian is 
even to our apprehension, we can perhaps form but 
a very inadequate estimate of the overwhelming 
force which it must have possessed when /irst 
employed. 

The Fact, upon which it is built, I, in the present 


Tertull. adv. Jud. Oper. p. 126, 187, 142. Tertull. adv. 
Marcion. lib. iv. § 4, 5. lib. v. § 38, 39. Oper. p. 226, 327. 
Tertull. adv. Hermog. § 1. Oper. p. 835. Tertull. adv. Prax. 
§ 1. Oper. p..405. Iren. adv. her. lib. 1. c. 2, 3. p. 34—37. 
lib. ili. c. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 12. p. 169—174, 191, 192. lib. iv. c. 
48, 63. p. 277, 292. See also, in the same line of argument, 
Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. i. Oper. p. 274, 275. lib. vii. p. 765. 
Orig. cont. Cels. lib. i. p. 35, 36. 
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day, have felt myself obliged to establish by com- 
petent historical testimony '. 

But, when the argument was originally used, 
the fundamental racr required no such historical 
establishment. 

Without an effort, it was palpable and obvious 
to every individual throughout the entire world of 
Christianity. Each person was himself an eye- 
witness. In the days of Irenéus and Tertullian, 
the Fact of Zhe unwersal Trinitarianism of the 
whole Catholic Church in all sts mutually symbolising 
and mutually communicating branches no more de- 
manded the formality of a grave historic demon- 
stration, than the racr of The universal Trinita- 
rianism of the entire Anglican Church would- now 
demand such a substantiation. Those two early 
Fathers appealed to what was then familiarly 
kriown to every Christian : and, upon the notorious 
Fact thus appealed to, they framed their celebrated 
argument from universality and prescription ’. 


* See above, book i. chap. 10. § 1. 
. ® Shortly after the time.of Theodotus of Byzantium, or about 
the beginning of the third century, Artemon and his followers, 
who had adopted the humanitarian sentiments of Theodotus, 
had the hardihood to assert: that Their doctrine was the real 
old apostolic doctrine ; and that The doctrine of Christ's divinity 
commenced only with Zephyrinus Bishop of Rome or about the 
year 198. 

This, consequently, might be urged, as somewhat seceniblinp 
a formal denial of the racr publicly appealed to by Irenéus and 
Tertulliam 

Little, 
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The whole force of the arcuMENT depends upon 
the certainty of the Fact: and, at the time when 


Little, however, is its avail: for Irenéus lived and wrote con- 
siderably prior to the year 198; when, according to Artemon, 
the doctrine of Christ’s divinity commenced. If, then, that 
doctrine only commenced in the year 198 ; and if, consequently, 
it was unknown in the Church anterior to that time : how could 
Irenéus have openly asserted, that it was universally held by 
all the Churches throughout the whole world ? 

We may conceive a man’s wish to propagate an opinion: but 
we cannot conceive, how a man, respecting that opinion, could 
dare to assert publicly, as a notorious yact, what (if the asser- 
tion of Artemon were well founded) both himself and every 
Christian Society must have known to be a notorious FALSE- 
HOOD. 

Dr. Priestley might wish to propagate his awn scheme of 
doctrine : but Dr, Priestley would never, like Irenéus, mutatis 
mutandis, have asserted, as a notorious Fact, that All the 
Churches in the world were humanitartan and antitrinitarian 
during the etghteenth century. 

I. The extravagant allegation of Artemon, however, as we 
may naturally suppose, was not suffered to pass without imme- 
diate contradiction. 

By the Roman Presbyter Caius, if (as is generally supposed) 
Caius were the ancient writer cited by Eusebius, it was forth- 
with combated, after the only manner in which such allegations 
ought always to be combated. He met it and crushed it by the 
evidence of direct FACTS. 

1. Justin and Miltiades, Tatian and Clement, Irenéus and 
Melito, with various other writers long prior to the time of 
Zephyrinus, had always maintained the divinity of Christ, and 
had unanimously borne witness that such from the first had 
invariably been the doctrine of the entire Church Catholic. 

2. The old liturgical hymns of the Church, in which Christ 
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they wrote, their contemporaries could no more 
doubt the ract, than they could doubt their own 
existence. 


was invoked as God, were still extant, and were still in con- 
stant use. 

3. Victor, the very predecessor of that Zephyrinus with 
whom the doctrine was alleged to have commenced, had ac- 
tually excommunicated Theodotus, because he denied the 
divinity of Christ. 

4. And it might have been added by Caius (as he probably 
did add, for Eusebius professes not to cite the whole of his Work, 
giving us in truth only a very brief portion of it): that the fami- 
liar Creeds of the Church, two of which have been preserved by 
Tertullian and another of which is etill extant in the Work of 
the yet earlier apostolic Irenéus, were in the hands of every 
person who hed been baptized; and that Theodotus had been 
universally reproached, as the denier of his God, and as the 
founder of what was indignantly called The God-denying Apos- 
tasy (4 apynolOeoc &xocragia), at the very time, when, accord- 
ing to Artemon, no such doctrine as that of Christ’s godhead 
was in existence. See Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. v. c. 28. 

II. Such monstrous figments are at once put down by Facts. 

So far as its origen is concerned, the speculation of Our 
Lord’s mere Humanity, under one modificatien or another, was 
doubtless, indeed, as ancient as the apostolic age : for Cerinthus 
who taught the mere humanity of the distinct individual Jesus 
until the Eon Christ descended upon him at his baptism, and 
Ebion who first started the notion of the absolutely mere 
humanity of the single individual Jesus-Christ save that he was 
miraculously born of a virgin, both came within that period. 
But this circumstance no more proves the doctrine itself to be 
apostolical, than a similar antiquity will prove the Gnosticism 
of the yet earlier Docetze to be apostolical. 

All these notions, from the very first, were condemned and 
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To them, therefore, the argument must have 
come home with a cogency and a demonstration, 


rejected, as palpably heretical, by the whole Catholic Church 
in all its branches: while, on the contrary, the doctrine of 
Christ’s Essential Godhead and yet perfect manhood always 
existed, under the precise aspect of the doctrine taught and 
delivered to the Church Catholic by the Apostles themselves. 

III. Chronology is the light of History: and a very brief 
chronological statement will suffice to give the honest inquirer 
a clear view of the real merits of the case. 

1. From the apostolic age down to the Council of Nice, 
seven successive speculatists rejected the doctrine of our Lord's 
proper and essential divinity. 

With regard to the times during which these individuals re- 
spectively flourished, Cerinthus may be ascribed to A.D. 60: 
Ebion, to A.D. 62: Theodotus, to A.D. 195: Artemon, to 
A.D. 205: Beryllus, afterward happily reclaimed by Origen, 
to A.D. 242: Paul of Samosata, to A.D. 265: and Arius, to 
A.D. 317. 

2. All these denied the doctrine of our Lord’s proper and 
essential divinity: though they severally denied it (for error is 
ever various), with different degrees of intensity and with 
sundry shades of discrepance, from the theory which exhibited 
the Christ as the superangelic first-created of all God’s works, 
down to the hypothesis which degraded him to a mere man 
unassociated in the way of union whether permanent or 
transient with any intelligence of a nature superior to the 
human. 

And all these were successively censured and condemned, 
as manifest heretics, who perverted the well-known primeval 
faith received from the Apostles and harmoniously handed down 
in every regular ecclesiastical succession. 

8. Now, from the very nature and necessity of things, it is 
plain: that, had the primitive Church, from the year 60 down 
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of which we can form but a very imperfect con- 
ception. 

It was built upon a public ract, of which ¢hey 
themselves were absolute eye-witnesses: it was 
built upon a public Fact, which, being actually 
seen and palpably felt by the whole world of 
Christians, could not possibly, in the very nature 
of things, be disbelieved or even so much as 
doubted. To them, historical demonstration was 
superfluous. Nothing more was requisite, than 
that they should consult their own bodily eye- 
sight. 


to the year 317, been always, on the ground of universal apos- 
tolic traduction, strictly antitrinitarian and humanitarian, this 
circumstance could never have occurred ; for the condemnation 
of those persons must, in that case, have respected, not their 
departure from the doctrine of Christ's essential divinity, but 
their departure in some instances from the absolutely strict doc- 
trine of Christ’s mere humanity. 

What the Church conpEMNED, she could, by no possibility, 
have herself MAINTAINED. ; | 

Her very condemnation, therefore, proves: that, So far from 
holding, she abhorred, as presumptuous impteties, aut the con- 
demned speculations. 


CHAPTER XI. 


RESPECTING THE DIRECT CONNECTION OF THE DOC- 
TRINE OF THE TRINITY WITH THE AGE OF THE 
APOSTLES. 


In the whole of the preceding discussion, it has 
been my object, through various channels, to in- 
quire: Whether, on adequate historical testimony, 
it be possible to ascertain, within the recognised pale 
of the Catholic Church, the posite antiquity and 
apostolical enculcation of the doctrine of the Trentty. 

Or, in other words, it has been my object to 
inquire: Whether there be historical evidence suffi- 
cient to establish the ract; that The doctrine of the 
Trinity, with the dependent doctrines of Christ's 
godhead and incarnation, formed the basis of the 
theological system, which from the very first was 
taught by our Lord and his Apostles, and which from 
the very first was as such recewed by the entire 
Catholic Church in all its several provincial or dto- 
Cesan successions. 

That this Fact, szmply as a point of history, has 
by a superabundance of testimony been established, 
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I am now at length willing to flatter myself. Yet, 
in conclusion, it may be useful to bring the demon- 
stration to a point: that so I may leave it both 
firmly and distinctly impressed upon the mind of 
the really honest inquirer. 

To such a purpose, I shall ask nothing more 
than the aid of Irenéus and Justin Martyr. For, 
while their joint and concurring evidence is capa- 
ble of bemg compressed mto a space so small as 
to preclude all danger of distracting the attention : 
it is, at the same time, so perfect and so compact, 
that we might well be content to rest upon it the 
absolute deewion of the entire question. 

I. Irenéus of Lyons was born in the year 97: 
and he wrote or published his Work against the 
Heresies of the age m the year 175. . 

While a young man, as he himself teaches us, 
he was a pupil ef Polycarp: which Polycarp was 
himself the disciple of the Apostles and eminently 
of their last survivor the Apostle St. John. 

Hence, though he actually wrote or published 
not earlier than the year 175; yet his strictly 
proper evidence is, in truth, much more ancient : 
for it may justly be deemed the personal evidence 
of his youth ; that is to say, the personal evidence 
of a witness, who was living and learning and 
observing about the year 120 or only about twenty 
years after St. John’s departure. 

And hence, on the principle already laid down, 
the Church of Lyons, over which he presided as . 

VOL. I. T 
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Bishop, stood, through Aés instrumentality, though 
toward the latter end of the second century, sepa- 
rated, only by a single descent, from the Apostles 
themselves: for, between the Apostles and the 
then existing Church of Lyons in the person of 
her Bishop Irenéus,-there intervenes only the 
single link of Polycarp. 

1. Now the doctrines, publicly and controver- 
sially alleged to have been transmitted from the 
Apostles to all the various provincial branches of 
the entire collective Church Catholic, are distinctly 
stated or methodically summed up by Irenéus in 
numerous parts of his Treatise against the Here- 
sies of the age. | 

(1.) Let us notice, for instance, the following 
statement, with the positive declaration attached 
to it. 

The Church, though dispersed through the whole 
world to the ends of the earth, hath recewed this 
Faith from the Apostles and their disciples. 

She believes in one God the Father Almighty : 
who hath made the heaven and the earth and the seas 
and all things in them. 

And in one Jesus Christ the Son of God: whe 
became incarnate for our salvation. 

And in the Holy Ghost : who, through the pro- 
phets, preached the dispensations, and the advents, and 
the birth from the Virgin, and the passion, and the 
resurrection from the dead, and the incarnate as- — 
sumption to heaven, of our beloved Lord Jesus 
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Christ ; and his coming from heaven, tn the glory 
of the Father, to recapitulate all things, and to 
raise up all flesh of all mankind: in order that, to 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and God and Saviour and 
King, according to the good pleasure of the invisible 
Father, every knee may bow, of things in heaven and 
things on earth and things under the earth; and in 
order that every tongue may confess him; and in order 
that he may in all things execute just judgment. 

Having received this declaration and this fasth, 
the Church, though scattered throughout the whole 
world, diligently guards it, as tf inhabiting only a 
single house: and, in like manner, she believes these 
matters,as having one soul and the same heart: and 
she harmoniously preacies and declares and delwers 
them, as possessing only one mouth. 

For, through the world, there are indeed dissimilar 
languages: but the force of this tradition ts one and 
the same. And neither do the Churches, which are 
founded in Germany, believe otherwise, or delwer 
otherwise: nor do those, which are founded im the 
Iberias, or among the Celts, or in the East, or in 
Egypt, or in Libya, or in the centrical regions of 
the earth. But, as God's creature the sun 1s one 
and the same in the whole world: so likewise the 
preaching of the truth every where shines, and en- 
lightens all men who are willing to come to the 
knowledge of the truth’. 


Tren. adv, her. lib. 1. c. 2, 3. p. 34-36. 
T2 
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(2.) We may notice yet again another doctrinal 
statement. 

The nations of the faithful believe in ane God, 
the maker of heaven and earth and all thmgs in 
them through Jesus Christ the Son of God: who, 
out of his exceeding great love toward his own 
creature, submitted to be born of a virgin, in himself 
uniting man to God’. 

(3.) I add yet a third statement of those doc- 
trines, which he attests to be the apostolically re- 
ceived doctrines of the whole Catholic Church. 

Christ himself, the Word of God, the only-be- 
gotien of the Father, is our God.— Extsting mn the 
beginning with God, he ts the Word, who was al- 
ways present with the human race, but who, tm these 
last tumes, became passible man, bemg unsted to hes 
own workmanship. Hence, he did not, for the first 
time, begin to be the Son of God, when he was tn- 
carnate and made man: but, on the contrary, he 
had always co-existed with the Father *. 

2. Such were the doctrines, publicly alleged to 
have been transmitted from Christ and his Apostles 
to the entire Catholic Chureh: and, as Irenéus 
vouches for the universal reception of this faith by 
THE WHOLE CHURCH IN ALL HER BRANCHES; SO is he 
equally explicit as to the mode of its transmission, 
both, to himself, and to all the Churches of pro- 


* Tren. adv. heer. lib. iii. c. 4. p. 172. 
* Tren. adv. heer. lib. iii, c..18. p, 206. c. 20. p. 208. 
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consular Asia : amode, which may serve asa copy 
of the mode invariably prevalent in every other 
ecclesiastical succession. 

Polycarp also, who was not only instructed by the 
Apostles and conversed with many of them, but who 
was likeunse by the Apostles made Bishop of the 
Church of Smyrna in Asia: this Polycarp always 
taught us those things, which he had learned from 
the Apostles themselves, which he also delivered to 
the Church, and which alone are true. All the 
Churches in Asia, and they who succeeded Polycarp, 
down to the present day, give testimony to these 
things '. 


* Tren. adv. heer. lib. iii. c. 3. p. 171. An exactly similar 
attestation will be found in an epistle of Irenéus to Florinus, 
which has been preserved by the ecclesiastical historian Eu- 
sebius. 

That holy Father professes his distinct recollection, both of 
the very place where his master Polycarp was wont to deliver 
his instructions, of his goings out and of his comings in, of 
the tenor of his life, of the aspect of his body, of the dis- 
courses which he addressed to the multitude, of his narratives 
ef the conversations which he had held with John and with 
others who had seen the Lord, and of his habit of relating 
their discourses when he was accustomed to state what he had 
heard from them concerning the Lord and his doctrine as from 
men who themselves had seen the Word of Life. 

All these matters, Irenéus, receiving them direct from Poly- 
carp, declares himself, through God’s assistance, to have faith- 
fully laid up in his memory: and, alluding to the well-known 
peculiarity attendant upon old age, he observes, that he recol- 
lected them far more precisely and minutely than circumstances 


10 
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. 


3. Here we have the positive and public and 
unambiguous evidence of Irenéus, as to the mode, 
in which the doctrines of Christ’s godhead and of 
the Trinity were transmitted to himself and to the 
Church. 

He declares, that both he himself and many 
others received these doctrines immediately from 
Polycarp: who, says he, always taught us those 
things. 

But Polycarp his master professed, that he had 
learned the doctrines in question from the Apostles 
themselves: and, on the specific ground of that 
authority, he delivered them to the Church; pro- 
nouncing, without reserve or hesitation, that they 
alone are true. 

Therefore the doctrines of the Trinity and of 


of recent occurrence ; for, as he justly remarks, whatever things 
are learned in youth or in boyhood so coalesce with the human 
mind, that they seem (as it were) to become a portion of its 
very self. . 

On this principle of his own personal acquaintance with 
primitive apostolic truth, a ract in which it is morally im- 
possible that he could have been mistaken, he reprehends the 
novel heresy of Florinus, as assuredly never taught by those 
Presbyters his predecessors, who had been the immediate dis- 
ciples of the Apostles. 

The confutation is irresistible: for Irenéus mist have known, 
whether the speculation of Florinus did or did not agree with 
the lessons which he had himself received from Polycarp as 
the doctrines taught by St. John. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. v. 
. & 20. 


A 
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the godhead of Christ must inevitably be deemed 
apostolic doctrines. 

4. I must not close these remarks on the testi- 
mony of Irenéus, without noticing a very import- 
ant particular by which it is characterised. 

In confirmation of his assertion, Irenéus, we 
may observe, directly and boldly appeals, both to 
all the Churches of Asia, and to the special suc- 
cessors of Polycarp in the Church of Smyrna. 

Polycarp, says he, always taught us those things, 
which he had learned from the Apostles themselves, 
which he also delivered to the Church, and which 
alone are true. ALL THE CHURCHES IN ASIA, AND 
THEY WHO SUCCEEDED POLYCARP, DOWN TO THE PRE- 
SENT DAY, GIVE TESTIMONY TO THESE THINGS. 

Now, among the Asiatic Churches thus appealed 
to, Polycarp had been a burning and a shining 
light, for the space of more than half a century: 
which period of more than half a century had 
expired only twenty-eight years previous to the 
making of the appeal on the part of Irenéus’. 

Therefore the Churches of Asia and the suc- 
cessors of Polycarp could not possibly have then 
been ignorant as to the mere naked fact of wHat 
doctrines were really preached by Polycarp. 


* Polycarp suffered martyrdom in the year 147: Irenéus 
wrote in the year 175. The episcopate of Polycarp, therefore, 
had terminated, only twenty-eight years before Irenéus publicly 
appealed to the Churches of Asia in regard to the doctrines 
which he inculcated. 
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Such being the case, I might well urge the moral 
impossibility of any man, gifted with common pru- 
dence, superfluously hazarding an appeal, which, 
if ill founded, must immediately have been con- 
temptuously rejected. But, in truth, I may do 
much more than barely insist upon an abstract 
difficulty. 

The justice of the appeal may be directly 
evinced by the testimony both of Polyearp himself 
and of the members of his Church who witnessed 
and survived his martyrdom. | 

I praise thee, said the expiring Prelate, J bless 
thee, I glorify thee, with the eternal and heavenly 
Jesus Christ thy beloved Son: with whem, to thee 
and to the Holy Ghost, be glory both now and to all 
succeeding ages '. 

Lt is impossible for us, said the surviving mem- 
bers of the Church of Smyrna, esther to forsake 
Christ who suffered for the salvation of all that shall 
be saved throughout the whole world, or to worship 
any other beside him. For him truly, inasmuch as 
he is the Son of God, we aporE: but the martyrs, 
as disciples and imitators of the Lord, worthily we 
LOVE ’. 

The thanksgiving and doxology of Polycarp 
constitute a palpable act of divine adoration, 


* Epist. Eccles. Smyrn. de mart. Polycarp. § xiv. Patr. 
Apost. Cotel. vol. ii. p. 201. 
? Epist. Eccles. Smyrn. § xvii. Ibid. p. 202. 
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whereof the three persons of the Father and the 
Son and the:Holy Ghost are the declared objects. 
Polycarp, therefore, himself, fully justifies the ap- 
peal of his pupil Irenéus. 

Nor is the appeal of Irenéus less completely 
justified by the Smyrnéan survivors of Polycarp. 
They acknowledge and vindicate their adoration 
of Christ, as avowedly contradistinguished from 
their mere brotherly dove of the martyrs. Christ 
they worship: but they renounce, as manifestly 
idolatrous, any the least worshzp even of their 
late dear and venerated Bishop Polycarp, when 
such worship is alleged as a circumstance very 
likely to occur. Hence it is evident, that their 
confessed adoration of Christ was strictly divine 
adoration. It was an adoration, which they counted 
themselves justly to pay to the Son of God, who, 
very God himself, had existed (as Polycarp taught 
them) from all eternity with.the Father; but 
which they neither did nor could, without gross 
impiety and sacrilegious blasphemy, pay to the 
very holiest of the martyrs: it was, in short, an 
adoratton, specially placed in studied opposition 
to that love which alone they could conscientiously 
render to the disciples and followers of their ac- 
knowledged Lord and God and Saviour and King. 

II. I am at a loss to understand, how any testi- 
mony can be more compact and decisive and 
perfect in all its parts, than this which we have 
now seen borne by the venerable Irenéus: yet, 
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by the concurrent testimony of Justin Martyr, it 
may at once be rivalled and corroborated. 

The conversion of Justin took place shortly 
after the year 130, or but little more than thirty 
years subsequent to the death of St. John. Hence 
the doctrinal testimony, contained in any of his 
writings, is in effect the doctrinal testimony of the 
year 130: for about that time it was, that Justin 
was catechetically instructed in the principles of 
Christianity anterior to his participation of the 
sacrament of Baptism. 

Now, in the first of his two Apologies, we read 
the following very important and remarkable pas- 
sage. , 

Not knowing that certain beings were evil demons, 
the ancients called them gods——We, however, say: 
that the perpetrators of the enormtties ascribed to 
them, so far from being upright agents, are absolutely 
very demons most wicked and most unholy ; for they 
perform actions unlike those of even mere men who 
delight in virtue. On this account, we are called 
Atheists. And truly we confess: that we are indeed 
atheists, in regard to such beings as these who are 
reckoned gods; but we are not atheists, in regard 
to the true God, who is the parent of justice and 
temperance and all other virtues. For HIM, MOST 
ASSUREDLY; AND HIS SON, WHO CAME FORTH FROM 
HIM (and who, respecting these things, mstructed 
both us and the army of the other good angels that 
follow him and that are made like unto him); AND 
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THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT: THESE WE WORSHIP AND WE 
- ADORE, honouring them in word and in truth, and, to 
every person who wishes to learn, ungrudgingly 
delivering as we ourselves have been taught’. | 

1. The Apology of Justin being a public docu- 
ment written in the name and on the behalf of the 
Catholic Church, its author, throughout the whole 
composition, adopts a plural phraseology. He 
speaks, not merely in his own name, but in the 
name of the whole body of professing Christians : 
he delivers, not merely his own private specula- 
tions, but the universally received theological sys- 
tem of the entire Church. 

This circumstance inevitably follows, both from 
his uniformly plural language, and from the very 
nature of the composition itself. The passage be- 
fore us, therefore, exhibits, not simply the doctrine 
and the practice of the imdividual Justin, but col- 
lectively the doctrine and the practice of the 
Catholic Church as that Church subsisted about 
the year 130 or about thirty years after the death 
of St. John. | 

2. Such being the case, we learn from the pre- 
sent passage, that the Catholic Church, about thirty 
years after the death of St. John, held, in point of 
belief, the cdexistence of three divine persons in 
-the one true God ; which three persons she seve- 
rally denominated the Father and the Son and 


* Justin. Apol i. Oper. 43. 
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the Spirit: and from the same passage we yet 
further learn, that, in point of practice, she wor- 
shipped and adored, without giving the least hint 
of there being any difference in the quality and 
the amount of her worship and adoration, these 
three divine persons under the aspect of their 
jointly constituting that alone true God, whose 
essential unity she always most explicitly taught 
and maintained. 

The testimony of Justin to this naked historical 
FACT is, in itself, a matter of the very last import- 
ance. And, even if it vouched for zothing more 
than the ract as I have stated it, we should, I 
think, find it impossible to avoid the conclusion : 
that the doctrine must have been taught, and that 
the practice must have been enjoined, by the 
Apostles themselves. For, if the whole Catholic 
Church were antitrinitarian in the days of St. 
John, that same whole Catholic Church (accord- 
ing to the excellent and self-approving rule laid 
down by Dr. Priestley, that great bodies of men 
do not, soon, or without great causes, change their 
opinions) could not with one consent have sud- 
denly become avowedly trinitarian in the short 
space of only thirty years after the death of St. 
John. 

3. But, in truth, the testimony of Justin goes 
far beyond the simple ract: that, About the year 


’ Hist. of Early Opin. book iii. chap. 13. Works, vol. vi. p. 473. 
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130, the whole Catholic Church, in doctrine and in 
worship, was avowedly trinitarian. 

His testimony, be it carefully observed, vouches 
for the yet additional racr: that The Christians 
of that day were ready to deliver thetr faith and their 
practice to all who should wish to learn them, even 
as they themselves had been previously taught the 
same fatth and the same practice by the regularly 
appomted Cateclists their own ecclessastically au- 
thorised tnstructors and predecessors. 

Such evidence opens a much more extensive 
view of the question, than the first part of Justin’s 
testimony presented. 

The whole body of Christians, in the year 130, 
both ¢kemselves held, and were ready to teach to 
others, the doctrine and adoration of God, even 
the Father and the Son and the prophetic Spirit. 

But this faith and this practice were no upstart 
invention of their own, unknown to and unrecog- 
nised by the generation which anteriorly flourished. 
They had professedly teaRNED them, both the one 
and the other, from the duly appointed and eccle- 
siastically sanctioned Catechists, their spiritual 
seniors and predecessors. The testimony of Jus- 
tin, therefore, vouches, not only for the faith and 
practice of the Catholic Church about the year 
130, but likewise for the faith and practice of the 
Catholic Church during the entire generation which 
preceded the year 130. 

Now the ecclesiastical generation, which pre- 
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ceded the year 130, must, by the very necessity 
of chronology, have been contemporaneous with 
St. John. Therefore the faith and practice of the 
Catholic Church in the days of St. John must in- 
evitably have been the faith and practice cateche- 
tically delivered to Justin and to the men of his 
generation. 

But this faith and this practice, as Justin, him- 
self, in the name of the whole Catholic Church, 
publicly attests, was The doctrine and the worship 
of the one true God, even the Father and the Son 
and the prophetic Spirit. Therefore the doctrine 
and the worship of the one true God, even the 
Father and the Son and the prophetic Spirit, must 
have been the faith and the practice of the Catho- 
lic Church in the days of St. John and of the 
Apostles his fellows. 

The conclusion, to which we have thus been 
regularly brought, perfectly agrees with the testi- 
mony of Irenéus, which has already been dis- 
cussed : and, so far as I can judge, the final result, 
on the legitimate principles of historical evidence, 
iS THE POSITIVE OR APOSTOLICAL ANTIQUITY OF THE 
DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 


CHAPTER XII. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS. 


Here, not improperly, I might bring my investi- 
gation to a close: for I have now accomplished 
the task, which I imposed upon myself. 

Yet, since various objections and apparent dif- 
ficulties, in the way of evidence, have been started 
by writers of the Humanitarian School, it will be 
alike useful and equitable to bestow some time 
and care upon their examination. 

Silence, respecting such a topic, might be mis- 
construed into deliberate unfairness and conscious 
imbecility : an air of suspicion might be thrown 
upon the entire mass of evidence which has been 
produced: those, who have been less familiar 
with inquiries of this nature, might be led to 
imagine, that their confidence had been abused : 
and thus the cause of truth might be made to 
suffer by an omission, which might easily and 
plausibly be exhibited as an intentional and dis- 
honest suppression. 

Hence, on every account, I think it adviseable 
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not to pretermit an examination of the several 
matters which have been adduced by the advocates 
of Humanitarianism. 

I. It may be proper, however, to state: that 
this examination will not respect those abstract 
difficulties in the doctrine of the Trinity, which 
are often urged by modern humanitarian writers 
as inherent in the very tenet itself. 

A consideration of such difficulties enters not into 
the plan of the present Treatise: for the present 
Treatise respects A MERE HISTORICAL QUESTION OF 
MATTER OF FACT. 

As its exclusive object is to demonstrate, upon 
credible testimony, the naked ract; that The 
doctrine of the Trinity, whether tn the abstract 
be true or whether in the abstract it be false, was the 
doctrine taught from the very first by the Apostles 
and received under that precise aspect from the very 
First by the Catholic Church: so, obviously, its 
author is concerned with no difficulties or objec- 
tions, save those which tend to invalidate or to 
set aside the naked ract, which his Treatise, by 
adequate evidence, has undertaken to establish. 

If, on the seore of abstract difficulties, a. person 
chooses to reject the doctrine of the Trinity ; not- 
withstanding the force of an historical demonstra- 
tion, that, in pomt of Fact, the doctrine was. 
taught by the Apostles and was from them pro- 
fessedly received by all the successions of. the 
primitive Church Catholic: the author of the 
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present Treatise conceives, that, so far as the plan 
of his Work is concerned, he has no special busi- 
ness with such an individual. A person, who can 
thus act, must plainly be viewed, not as a believer, 
but as an unbeliever, in divine revelation. 

IJ. In truth, nothing can be more childishly un- 
philosophical and illogical, than the too common 
antitrinitarian practice, of starting abstract objec- 
tions to the bare nature of the doctrine itself, and 
of pretending to decide, by the wholly inapplic- 
able argument a priori, the pure historical question 
of ract, Whether the doctrine of the Trinity ts or is 
not a doctrine of Christianity '. 


* This is the fatal paralogism, which runs, for instance, 
through Dr. Channing’s Discourse on The superior tendency of 
Unitariantsm to form an elevated religious character. 

He reasons abstractedly, against the truth of the doctrine of 
the Trinity, from his own distorted arbitrary statement of its 
alleged moral and intellectual tendency : and, from a rapid view 
of this caricatured portrait, he determines, through the danger- 
ous argumentum a priori and in language which I absolutely 
have shuddered to read; that such a doctrine cannot form a 
part of sincere Christianity. 

I. Now, even to omit the gross sophism of arguing from a 
gratuitous statement of his own which would offensively exhibit 
Trinitarianism as alike. absurd and immoral; what can be a 
greater paralogism, than the very PrimcIPLE upon which the 
whole of Dr. Channing’s Discourse is constructed ? 

1. The question is a simple historical question of racr: the 
question, namely; Whether the doctrine of the Trinity, with the 
dependent doctrine of Christ’s essential deity, nas taught by the 
Apostles, and is propounded in Scripture. 

2. Yet this palpably mere question of Fact, which, like all 

VOL. I. U 
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The province of Reason is, to examine evidence 
as to facts: the business of Faith is, implicitly to 


other similar questions, can only be determined by evidence, 
Dr. Channing actually professes to determine by the application 
of abstract a priori reasoning. 

3. Thus, in former days, did misplaced ingenuity determine, 
in the negative, the question of ract; Whether the Copernican 
System be true, and whether men exist in the supposed para- 
doxical condition of Antipodes : and thus, in the present day, 
does a more eloquent, than logical, American Divine similarly 
determine, in the negative, the question of ract; Whether the 
doctrine of the Trinity, with the dependent doctrine of Christ's 
true godhead, was taught by the Apostles, and is propounded tn 
Scripture. 

II. Dr. Channing, in the exordium of bis Discourse, pro- 
fesses his intention of speaking freely, and, some may say, 
severely, of Trinttarianism. 

Far more severely, I fear, has he exposed his own grievous 
departure from the most acknowledged principles of right rea- 
soning. 

I say departure from, not tgnorance of ; because his own ad~ 
mirable Discourse on The Evidences of Christianity, delivered 
before the American University of Cambridge, precludes all 
possibility of the charitable hypothesis of ignorance. Rarely 
have I met with a more beautiful, a more compact, and a more 
original, train of reasoning, than that contained in the last men- 
tioned Discourse. 

III. While Dr. Channing would settle an historical question 
of Fact by the application of an abstract argumentum a priori, I 
must honestly admit, that he does indeed darkly hint at a mat- 
ter, which, if it were capable of substantiation, would doubt- 
less have effectually overturned the entire doctrine of the 
Trinity. 

1. Before a congregation in New York, which probably had 
not much entered into remote ecclesiastical inquiries, he ob- 
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receive any doctrine, which, on sufficient evidence, 
shall appear to have been communicated by divine 
revelation. 


scurely hints at the dexterously insinuated circumstance ; that 
The doctrine of the Trinity was the invention of the Priesthood 
during what are usually called the dark ages ; the ages, to wit, 
which succeeded the downfall of the Western Roman Empire, 
and which preceded the revival of science and learning. 

Lest I should be thought guilty of misrepresentation, I sub- 
join Dr. Channing’s own precise words. 

Triniiarianism, instead of teaching an intelligible God, offers 
to the mind a monstrous compound of hostile attributes, BEARING 
PLAIN MARKS OF THOSE AGES OF DARKNESS, when Christianity 
shed but a fatnt ray, and when the diseased fancy teemed with 
prodigies and unnatural creations. Disc. p. 22. 4th Liverpool 
Edit. 1829. 

2. Now, could Dr. Channing have historically proved, that 
The doctrine of the Trintty originated in the dark ages, or some- 
where (as the chronology of those ages is most commonly ar- 
ranged) between the year 500 and the year 1400: every per- 
son must instinctively perceive, that the cause of Trinitarianism 
is utterly hopeless ; and so, from a too implicit assumption of the 
eloquent preacher’s strict accuracy, it was, I doubt not, judged 
~ to be, by at least the symbolising portion of the audience as- 
sembled at the dedication of the second congregational unitarian 
church in the city of New York. 

(1.) But is Dr. Channing prepared distinctly to assert, what 
he obscurely though not unintelligibly insinuated to the numerous 
just admirers of his oratorical powers: that The doctrine of the 
Trinity first sprang up in the dark ages ; and, consequently, that 
This monstrous novel compound of hostile attributes mas utterly 
unknown and unthought of and unheard of anterior to the sixth 
century ? 

Such a matter, I much incline to think, he will never venture 
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Faith and Reason have each their own proper 
domain: and neither of them can, legitimately or 


distinctly to assert. Why, then, should he insinuate it, as an 
HISTORICAL FACT, to a lay congregation at New York ? 

(2.) The Discourse of Dr. Channing, in which, with much 
trath, he professes his intention of speaking severely of Trini- 
tarianism, was a Concio ad Populum, not a Concio ad Clerum. 
This, I think, he ought to have considered. 

Of course, no trinitarian Clergyman would have been moved 
by the allegation: that The doctrine, which he professes and 
through which he hopes to be saved, bears plain marks of those 
ages of darkness, when Christianity shed but a faint ray, and 
when the diseased fancy teemed with prodigies and unnatural 
creations. 

But, with a respectable Layman, unused to ecclesiastical re- 
searches, whether a Trinitarian or an Antitrinitarian, the case 
was very widely and very essentially different. 

Dr. Channing, he would say, publicly assures me: that 
Trinttarianism ts a mere abortion of the dark ages, and that 
thence it bears plain marks of sts origin. Now a well-read and 
a well-principled Divine would never, even tn a burst of elo- 
quence, have thrown out such an asseveration, had he not known 
st, from kis own personal researches, to be sTRICTLY CORRECT. 
Doubtless, then, by a necessary consequence, the doctrine of the 
Trinity is a mere unauthorised NovELTY : and, as such, it clearly 
can be neither part nor parcel of sincere primitive Christianity. 

(3.) Again I repeat it, that Dr. Channing ought to have con- 
sidered well the component elements of the audience which he 
was addressing, ere he threw out such insinuations, or more 
than insinuations, in a Concto ad Populum. 

3. That we desire to propagate this doctrine, says he, we do 
not conceal. Disc. p. 5. 

Now I blame no man for propagating the religious system, 
which, after a full and honest and ungarbled examination of 
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harmlessly, encroach upon the domain of the 
other. 

To bring Faith into operation, without sufficient 
evidence as to the fact of doctrine upon which it 
is required to operate, is a gross absurdity, worthy 
only of an age of the darkest barbarism and the 
most obtuse superstition. 

But to permit Reason, upon the utter uncer- 
tainty of mere abstract principles, to question the 


evidence, he believes, in the presence of Almighty God, to be 
the truth and the whole truth and nothing but the truth. It 
may, however, be doubted, whether the acquisition of proselytes 
to the cause of Antitrinitarianism, through the medium of a 
popular assurance that The doctrine of the Trinity bears plain 
marks of the ages of darkness, will afford, to the zealous asserter 
of such an extraordinary historical proposition, much comfort 
upon his death-bed. Certainly, it will afford small credit or 
strength to the cause itself. 

4. Dr. Channing's Discourse has been republished, as a cheap 
Tract for circulation, in England: and I read it in the fourth 
Liverpool edition. Are we, from this circumstance, to conclude : 
that the ministers of our English Antitrinitarian Congregations 
agree with Dr. Channing in his intimation, that Zhe doctrine of 
the Trinity was unknown and unrecognised in the Church until 
it was first invented during those dark ages of which tt bears such 
plain marks ? 

If they do agree with him: where is their historical evidence 
for the alleged ract? 

If they do not agree with him: how came they, four several 
times, to reprint his extraordinary intimation, mtthout the 
slightest note of censure and disagreement? ) 

It will be recollected, that the Discourse has been cheaply 
reprinted for the purpose of popular circulation in England. 
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truth of a doctrine which upon adequate testimony 
has been shewn to have been communicated by a 
revelation from heaven, is an absurdity even yet 
more portentous. 

When a man, upon independent evidence, shall ° 
once have been fully satisfied of the divine origi- 
nation and the divine authority of Christianity : 
he stands bound, by his own acknowledged pre- 
mises, to receive any doctrine which Christianity 
may propound. 

Henceforth, he is concerned exclusively with 
the question what it really does propound for his 
acceptation. 

Of this question an examination is strictly the 
province of Reason: nor are we at all bound to 
receive any doctrine as a doctrine of Christianity, 
unless by sufficient evidence it can be proved to 
be such. 

But, when once a doctrine shall have been 
adequately shewn to be a doctrine revealed by 
Christianity ; Christianity itself being viewed, in- 
dependently, as a divine revelation: the operation 
of Reason terminates, and the operation of Faith 
commences. 

The doctrine in question may, or may not, be 
encumbered by abstract difficulties: but these 
come not legitimately within the province of 
Reason. 

It is sufficient: that Zhe doctrine has been as- 
certained to have proceeded from God. 
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Reason, in the ascertaining of this ract, has 
done her duty: and, at this poimt, she must be 
content to give place to Faith. 

Let it: only be proved, on competent testimony, 
that A doctrine has really proceeded from God: and, 
by the strictest principles even of Reason herself, 
the sole future intellectual business of man is 
humble and implicit Belief. 
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NUMBER I. 


RESPECTING THE ANTENICENE INTERPRETATION OF PASSAGES IN 
SCRIPTURE, THE IMPORT OF WHICH IS LITIGATED BETWEEN THE 
TRINITARIAN AND THE ANTITRINITARIAN. 


INDEPENDENTLY of the general drift and purpose of Holy 
Scripture, the Trinitarian is wont to adduce a variety of par- 
ticular passages upon which he confidently builds his own sys- 
tem of Theology. _ 

The Antitrinitarian, however, denies, that these passages 
give any warrant for such a system: and he assigns to them a 
sense totally different from that, which his opponent has been 
accustomed to assign to them. 

So far as aurHonrity is concerned, each professes to build his 
scheme of doctrine upon Scrirrurz. But then the Scripture, 
to which they alike appeal, is, obviously, not Scripture in the 
abstract, but Scripture understood according to a particular 
interpretation, 

Such being the case, the true question is not; Whether 
ScrIPTuRE ought to be THE AUTHORITATIVE RULE OF FAITH : for 
here, with the perhaps insulated exception of Dr. Priestley, who 
roundly declares, that, even if the doctrine of the Trinity were 
found tn Scripture, tt would be impossible for a reasonable man 
to believe it (Hist. of Early Opin. Introd. sect. iv. Works, vol. 
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vi. p. 38, 34.) ; here, I suppose, there is no discrepance of 
opinion. 

But the true question is: What ts that right INTERPRETATION 
of Scriprure, which, on some rational and intelligible principle, 
presents to us tts morally certain import. See above, book i. 
chap. 9. 

I. Taking up Scripture, as he would take up any other book 
written for the purpose of being generally and easily under- 
stood, the Trinitarian usually contends: that the passages, ad- 
duced by him, ought to be interpreted according to the natural 
and obvious purport of the phraseology in which they are 
couched ; and that an interpretation, conducted on this princi- 
ple of conventtonality, without which no language can convey 
any definite meaning, will assuredly bring out the doctrines of 
Christ’s godhead and the Trinity. 

II. But, to this principle of interpretation, the Antitrinitarian 
objects: and his objection he labours, at the same time, to 
clothe with at least a decent semblance of plausibility. 

1, On the present topic, let us hear the decision of Mr. 
Belsham. 

Impartial and sincere inquirers after truth must be particu- 
larly upon their guard against what is called THE NATURAL 
SIGMIFICATION OF WORDS AND PHRASES.—ZIt ts very possible: 
that men, who lived two thousand years ago, might annex very 
different ideas to the same words and phrases. So that the sense, 
which appears most foreign to us, might be most natural to them. 
Belsham’s Calm Inquiry, p. 5. 

2. We may also hear, with considerable advantage, the state- 
ment of Dr. Carpenter. 

We are of opinion: that THE PLAIN AND OBVIOUS SENSE OF 
THE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE ts not that; which, from long habit, 
may ‘have become familsar to the mind ; and which, from its 
general diffusion, may now appear to be the plain and obvious 
sense, even to the poor and unlearned: but that ; in which they 
would be readtly understood by those persons, who, from native 


use, without any particular cultivation of mind, were conversant 
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with the phraseology of the languages in which they were writ- 
ten, and who had, from the same cause, those turns of thought 
and habits of imagination, which would enable them, without 
hesitation, to understand the force of expressions, which, when 
literally rendered into our language and referred to our modes 
of thinking and feeling, are either dark (if not incomprehensible ) 
or excite ideas widely different from the meaning of the author. 
Carpenter’s Unitar. p. 5, 6. 

III. Dr. Carpenter, we see, by a reference to other ages and 
other climes, wishes to persuade us; that Zhe PREsENT obvtous 
sense of Scripture, IN THIS REALM OF ENGLAND, ts NoT really its 
obvious sense : while Mr. Belsbam exhorts us to be particularly 
on our guard against what is called The warurat signification 
of words and phrases. 

Now, of this caution, without a due attention to which the 
plain english scriptural reader of modern days will inevitably 
fancy that The Bible teaches the doctrines of Christ's godhead 
and the Trinity, the avowed ground is: that, MANX YEARS AGO, 
in the tume of the primitive Church, and tn the regions of Greece 
and Asia, the passages, which now, in their natural construc- 
tion, inculcate those doctrines, conveyed, to the minds of the 
early believers, no such doctrines as their natural and obvious 
import. 

The determination of the question, therefore, is expressly 
referred to the judgment of the primitive Church. 

IV. This appeal the Trinitarian freely accepts. For, though, 
strictly speaking, he defers nothing, to the early ecclesiastical 
writers, in the way of PERSONAL AUTHORITY : yet, on the legiti- 
mate principle of historiography, he defers much, to them, in 
the way of PERSONAL TESTIMONY. 

The true doctrine, concerning the person of Christ, must be 
allowed to have been held by the Apostles. 

They, no doubt, knew : whether Their Master was, only a man 
like themselves, or thar Maker. 

Their immediate disciples would receive and maintain the 


same doctrine that they held. 
10 
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And it must have been some time: before any other could 
have been introduced and have spread to any extent ; and, espe- 
cially, before it could have become the prevailing opinion. 
Priestley’s Reply to Animad. sect. iv. Works, vol. xviii. p. 28. 

V. These are golden sentences: and, in the delivering of 
them, Dr. Priestley breathes the very spirit of Irenéus and 
Tertullian. 

1. If, through the instrumentality of the early ecclesiastical 
writers employed solely in the way of CREDIBLE EVIDENCE, we 
can ascertain the mode in which the litigated texts were under- 
stood by the primitive Church: we shall have advanced as near 
to absolute truth of exposition, as perhaps the nature of moral 
testimony will admit. 

For, in whatever sense the texts were understood by those, 
who had conversed, either with the Apostles, or with their 
immediate and almost immediate successors: in that sense we 
can scarcely doubt of their having been understood by the 
Apostles themselves. 

(1.) Thus, for instance, an interpretation, propounded by 
Irenéus, who expressly declares that he received his system of 
doctrine from Polycarp who similarly professed that he had 
received it in the first instance from St. John, cannot, on the 
principle so judiciously laid down by Dr. Priestley, be pirgctLy 
OPPosITE to the mind of St. John. 

When comparatively unimportant texts are discussed, Irenéus 
may doubtless give merely his own sense: because, very pos- 
sibly, he may never have learned what was the precise apostolic 
exposition. 

But, in the case of texts, the interpretation of which involves 
such an immense and vital discrepance of opinion, as Whether 
Christ was a mere man, or Whether he was a man incomprehen- 
sibly united with the second person of a divine Trinity : in the 
case of such texts, it is impossible to believe; that Irenéus 
could have hazarded an interpretation DIRECTLY OPPOSITE to 
what must have been then universally known as the interpreta- 
tion of an inspired Apostle. 
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(2.) This being the case, if the primitive Church, as Dr. 
Priestley contends, were antitrinitarian and humanitarian: then, 
assuredly, the early current expositions of the various litigated 
texts will be found, either exactly to agree with the modern 
antitrinitarian expositions of them, or at least in principle 
strictly to harmonise with such expositions. 

But, if the primitive Church were trinitarian, and if she held 
the doctrine of Christ’s essential divinity: then, obviously, the 
early current expositions of the litigated texts will be found, 
substantially and systematically, to agree with those expositions 
‘of them, which are advocated, as their plain and natural im- 
port, by modern Trinitarians. 

2. Let, then, the texts in question, through the medium of 
historical testimony as afforded by the early Antenicene Fa- 
thers, be referred to the decision of the primitive Church. 

According to Dr. Priestley himself, the text is uNzxozPrion- 
ABLE: and both Mr. Belsham and Dr. Carpenter, unless I 
wholly misunderstand them, appeal to it from the NaTURAL sig- 
nification of words and phrases, as that signification presents 
itself to our modern english apprehension. 

Nor, in truth, is there any other process, by which we can 
more reasonably hope to attain a moral certainty in regard to 
the true sense of Holy Scripture. 

If, by the primitive Church, the litigated texts were invariably 
understood in an antitrinitarian sense: who does not instinc- 
tively see and feel, that the cause of Trinitarianism is altogether 
desperate ? 

And, on the other hand, if, by the primitive Church, the 
litigated texts were invariably understood in a trinitarian sense : 
who does not immediately perceive the utter hopelessness of the 
cause of Antitrinitarianism ? : 

A trinitarian‘ Church can no more adopt and advocate an 
antitrinitarian exposition of Scripture, than an antitrinitarian 
Church can adopt and advocate a trinitarian exposition. 

As the exposition is, so will the Church be: and, since the 
present inquiry regards the exposition familiarly and systemati- 
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cally adopted by the premnstive Church ; as the exposition adopted 
by the primstive Church is, so will be the doctrine maintained 
and inculcated by the Apostles. 

VI. Respecting the texts litigated between the modern Tri- 
nitarian and the modern Antitrinitarian, Mr. Belsham and Dr. 
Carpenter rather insinuate than directly assert, that the early 
Christians understood them after some such manner as they 
themselves recommend. But Dr. Priestley, more bold or less 
guarded, has resorted to open and undisguised asseveration. 

Jt will also, says he, weigh much with those, who are apt to 
lay great stress on the usual construction of SOME PARTICULAR 
TEXTS, to consider: that, in those early times, the Scriptures 
were constancly read, by persons better qualified to understand 
the language of them than we at this time can pretend to be, 
WITHOUT SUGGESTING ANY SUCH NOTIONS OF THE DIVINITY OR THE 
PREBXISTENCE OF CHRIST AS ARE NOW SUPPOSED TO BE CLEAEBLY 
CONTAINED IN THEM. Letters to Bp. Horsley, part ti. pref. 
Works, vol. xviii. p. 148. 

VII. Such is the broad and direct asseveration of Dr. 
Priestley. 

1. Now I have carefully perused his two historical Works : 
but I do not recollect the adduction even so much as of a single 
solitary instance, in which any one of those PARTICULAR TEXTS 
is, by the primitive Church, understood and interpreted, as 
modern Antitrinitarians understand and interpret them. 

Doubtless, we have Dr. Priestley’s own word, for the alleged 
very Important Facr: that The texts, now litigated between 
Trinttartans and Antitrinitarians, suggested not, to their primi- 
tive readers, any such notions of the divinity or the préexistence 
of Christ, as are at present supposed to be clearly contained 
in them. 

Yet, surely, it were no unreasonable demand: that the Histo- 
rian's own word, however great in some quarters may be its 
weight, should have been substantiated by a decent sufficiency 
of adequate tangible evidence. 

As the matter now stands, we have broad asseriton without a 
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shadow of proof. The vast importance of primitive interpreta- 
tion is evidently felt and fully allowed. Dr. Priestley assures 
his readers: that Primitive interpretation ts altogether on the 
side of Antitrinttarian Humenitarianism. And, thence, with 
much sound judgment, he constructs an argument: which, as it 
clearly ought to do, will weigh much with those who are apt to 
lay great stress on the usual construction of somz PARTICULAR 
TEXTS. 

From the alleged ract, his reasoning is quite unexceptiona~ 
able. Nothing is wanted, but A sUBSTANTIATION OF THE 
ALEEGED PACT ITSELF. 

The alleged ract, however, is wholly unsubstantiated : nor, 
in support of it, is even so much as one poor specimen of primi- 
tive interpretation adduced by the positive historian. 

Must we censure him for this total lack of evidence ? 

Verily, in no wise. Ez nihilo nihil fit. Evidence to the 
alleged racr exists not: and Dr. Priestley was not bound to 
produce a non-entity. 

2. But the worst of the matter is: that the case is not merely 
a case of negativeness. 

So far at least as my own inquiries have extended through 
the period which preceded the first Nicene Council, I invariably 
find; that THE NATURAL SIGNIFICATION OF WORDS AND PHRASES, 
against which we are cautioned by Mr. Belsham and Dr. Car- 
penter, is precisely the signification delivered by the early ec- 
clesiastical writers: I invariably find ; that, in their exposition 
of the parricuLar Texts alluded to, those writers agree, not 
with modern Antitrinitarians, but with modern Trinitarians. 

In no one instance have I fortuned upon a text, interpreted, 
as Dr. Priestley or Mr. Lindsey or Mr. Belsham or Dr. Car- 
penter would interpret it. 

With rare uniformity, every exposition, which I have en- 
coustered, is strictly trinitarian. 

Never, so far as I have observed, do the Antenicene Writers, 
in their interpretation of the PARTICULAR TEXTS, favour the 
cause of Dr. Priestley. More fancifully than soberly (let us 
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forgive them this wrong), they will sometimes, indeed, discover 
the doctrines of Christ’s godhead and the Trinity in texts, 
which the severity of no modern Catholic would allow him to 
adduce. But, as for the PARTICULAR TEXTS, here they all agree in 
one and the same story : and, unfortunately for the Historian’s 
argument from an alleged Fact, that story is Not the story, 
which he would narrate. 

8. I may add yet another matter, which ought not to be 
altogether pretermitted. 

Up to the very apostolic age, the early writers cite, as un- 
doubtedly genuine, those exordia of the two Gospels by Mat- 
thew and by Luke, which the tardy sagacity of the Editor of 
the Improved Version of the New Testament has at length dis- 
covered to be interpolations: and, on the high authority of 
Irenéus, we learn; that the daring excisions of Marcion, the 
very Magnus Apollo of the Editor, were conducted on no cri- 
tical principle whatsoever; but that he hacked .and slashed 
away what the whole Catholic Church had always received as 
canonical, for not any more cogent reason,-than a mere, though 
decided, contrariety to his own speculative innovations. Iren. 
adv. heer. lib. i. c. 29. p. 82, 83. 

4. On the whole, therefore, I venture to infer: that the 
constant reading of the Scriptures, in those early times, by per- 
sons (as Dr. Priestley remarks) better qualified to understand 
the language of them than we at this time can pretend to be, 
must have suggested precisely such notions of the divinity and 
the preéxistence of Christ, as by Trinitarians are now supposed 
to be clearly contained in the parTicuLAR TEXTs under litigation. 

VIII. If, however, the Historian’s directly opposite assertion 
be accurate : it will be an easy task for some one of his lettered 
followers to verify it by a copious adduction of those early 
antenicene interpretations of the PARTICULAR TEXTS in question, 
which shall be uniformly found to correspond with the inter- 
pretations proposed either by himself or by any other modern 
Antitrinitarian. 

Meanwhile, it is my own business, through the medium of an 
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exactly similar process, to justify the inference, which I myself 
have ventured to propound. 

For this purpose, I shall simply bring forward, in the original 
Greek or Latin, various specimens of early anténicene exposi- 
tion selected out of a much more ample collection: that so the 
painful enquirer, distrusting peradventure any translation of 
mine, may weigh and judge for himself. 

Such a plan strikes upon my own apprehension, as being by 
far the most equitable: and it is hoped, that a moderately ex- 
tensive production of original antenicene passages may be 
neither useless nor unacceptable to the diligent and honest 
student in Theology. 


TEXT I. 
Gen. i. 16, 26. ili. 22. 


Kat érofycev 6 Osdc rove Ovo pwotinoac rovc peyadoue. 
—Kai eltev 5 Ode’ Tovhowpev avOpwmov «ar sixdva 
nueréoav.—Kai elrev 5 Osdc’ “Ido0d, "Addu yéyovey we 
tle 2 yw. 


1. Ed yap pe) FAOer ev capnl, wie dy EcwOnpsy dvOpwwrot, BrE- 
movrec avréy; “Ort row péAdovra pi) elvat HrLov, Epyoy ye—por 
abvrov Yxdpyorra, Bdérovrec, obk isxvovoty eic dkrivag abrov 

dvropBadpiea. Barnab. Epist. c. v.- Cotel. Patr. Apost. vol. 
i, p. 16, 

2. Aéyee rp Yip’ Mothowper, car’ eixdva Kai xa? dpolworv 
hpav, rov &yOpwxov. Barnab. Epist.c. vi. Cotel. Patr. Apost. 
vol. i. p. 19. 

$. Filius quidem Dei omni creatura antiquior est, ita ut in 
consilio Patri suo adfuerit ad condendam creaturam. Herm. 
Past. lib. iii. simil. 9. § 12. Cotel. Patr. Apost. vol. i. 
p- 118. 

x2 
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4. Kai rotro abro, & pido, eiwe al dca Mwoéwe 6 rod Oecd 
Adyog, pyviwy Hpyiv, dv Edhrwoe, rov Gedy Eyer rovry abrgy ry 
vohpare éml rig wothoewe Tov dvOpwrov, Néywy ravra’ Hogowper 
dvOpwroy car’ eixdva typerépay.— 

Kal, dxwe pi) dd\Xdooovrec rove mpodeheypévoue Adyoug Exeiva 
héynre & of dddoxador pay Néyovory, 7} Ere rpdc Eavrdy EXeyev 
6 Oedc, Tlocjowperv, droiov wal Hpeic, pédrovrég re wowsiv, wod- 
Adkig wpd¢ Eavravc Néyopuer, Tlochowper* 7 Ore wpde ra crotyeia, 
rouréort Thy yiv wal ra EdXa dpoiws, E Wy voovpev roy &vOpwe 
mov yeyovevat, Oedy eipnxévar, Moowper* Adyouc rove sipn- 
pévove ix’ abrov rou Mwoéws raduy icrophow, & dy dvappihér- 
Two mpdc riva Kal dpiOug dyra Erepov, Noytkay bxapyxorvra, wpt- 
Anxévat abroy éxeyvivat Exopev. 

Eiot d€ of Adyot ovror’ Kal elzev 6 Oedc’ ‘Idov, ’Adap yéyover 
we ele é& ipa, rod yivwoxety Kady Kai moynpdr. 

Odxoty cimiy, ‘Og ele é& hwy, cal dpeOudy roig dAAfNotg ovy- 
dyvtwy, Kalrd EXdxtoroy Oto, pephyuxey ; Ob yap, Oxep ty wap’ 
ipiv Neyopuévn aipeotc Soyparile, gainy ay éyw drAnbéc elvat, Fj 
ui éxelync Oidaoxadoe drodet=tar Stvavrat, Gre dyyédoug EXeyer, 7 
dre dyyéAwy roinpa iy Tro cpa ro dyOpwreoy’ ddAd rovro ro 
T@ Ovrt azo rov Tarpoc mpoPAnOev yévynua mpd wayTwy rev 
woinpdrwy cuviivy rp Warpl, cai rovry 6 Harhp mpocopiret’ we o 
Adyoe Sua ToU LorAopwvog éeOhrwoer, Gre cal dpy?) mpd mavyrwy ray 
wownndrwy rovr’ abro cal yévynpa tbx0 rou Ocov éyeyévynro, 6 
Dogia dia oropwvog xadeirac. Justin, Martyr. Dial. cum 
Tryph. Oper. p. 221, 222. 

5. Kai wade, grav Aéyy 6 Adyor eipnnévar rov Ocov ev apyij, 
[dou ’Adap yéyovey we ele é& pay’ ro dé, ‘Oc ele eb iypwr, xad 
abro dpcOpov ondwrikdy éorev.— 

“Ore yeyevvijobar vro rov arpoc rovro ro yévynpa xpo mavTwY 
dmdwe rwy Kriopdarwy, & déyog édhAov' Kal ro yevyderoy rou 
yevvwvroc dpOug erepdy tort, rac doricovy dporoyhoee. Justin. 
Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 281. 

6. Homo est autem temperatio anime et carnis, qui secun- 
dum similitudinem Dei formatus est et per manus ejus plas- 
matus est: hoc est, per Filium et Spiritum, quibus et dixit ; 
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Factamus hominem. lIren. adv. her. lib. iv. in preefat. 
p- 282. 

7. Non angeli fecerunt nos, nec nos plasmaverunt; nec 
angeli potuerunt imaginem facere Dei; nec alius quis, preeter 
Verbum Domini; nec Virtus longé absistens a Patre univer- 
sorum. Nec enim indigebat horum Deus ad faciendum que 
ipse apud se preefinierat fieri, quasi ipse suas non haberet 
manus. Adest enim ei semper Verbum et Sapientia, Filius et 
Spiritus, per quos et in quibus omnia liberé et sponte fecit: ad 
quos et loquitur, dicens; Facitamus hominem ad imaginem et 
similitudmmem nostram. Iren. adv. heer. lib. iv. c. 37. p. 266. 

8. Glorificabitur autem Deus in suo plasmate, conforme 
illud et consequens suo Puero (rg Hardt abrov) adaptans. Per 
manus enim Patris, id est per Filium et Spiritum, fit homo 
secundum similitudinem Dei. Iren. adv. her. lib. v. c. 8. 
p. $22. 

9. Idem ipse, qui ab initio plasmavit Adam, cum quo et 
loquebatur Pater, Faciamus hominem secundum imaginem et 
stmilttudinem nostram, in novissimis temporibus semetipsum 
manifestans hominibus, ei, qui ab Adam cascus fuerat, formavit 
visionem. Et, propter hoc, Scriptura, significans quod futurum 
erat, ait, abscondito Adam propter inobedientiam, Dominum 
venisse vespere ad eum, et dixisse: Ubi es? Hoc est, quoniam 
in novissimis temporibus ad ipsum venit Verbum Dei advocare 
hominem, recommemorans in eo opera sua, in quibus ‘degens 
absconditus fuerat Domino. _Iren. adv. her. lib. v. c. 14. § 2. 
p. 336, 337. 

10. ‘O dé dyaBdc Matdaywydc, } Lopia, ¢ Adyog rov Marpoc, 
6 Snpwvpyhoac ‘tov GvOpwxor, Srov c«hderac rov wAAdopaTos. 
Clem. Alex. Psedag. lib. i. c. 2. Oper. p. 81. 

11. Sic enim preefatio Patris ad Filium: Factamus hominem 
ad imaginem et similitudinem nostram. Et fecit hominem Deus, 
id utique quod finxit, ad tmaginem Dei fecit illum, scilicet 
Christi. Et Sermo enim Deus: qui, in effigte Dei constitutus, 
non rapinam existimavit pariart Deo. Tertull. de resurr. carn. 
§ 5. Oper. p. 49. 
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12. Si te adhuc numerus scandalizat Trinitatis quasi non 
connexee in unitate simplici, interrogo, quomodo unicus et singu- 
laris pluraliter loquitur; Factamus hominem ad imaginem et 
similitudinem NosTRAM : cum debuerit dixisse; Factam hominem 
ad imaginem et similitudinem MEAM; utpote unicus et singu- 
laris? Sed et, in sequentibus; Ecce 4dam factus est tanquam 
UNUS EX Nobis: fallit aut ludit, ut, cum unus et solus et sin- 
gularis esset, numerosé loqueretur. Aut nunquid angelis loque- 
batur, ut Judzi interpretantur, quia nec ipsi Filium agnoscunt : 
an quia ipse erat Pater, Filius, Spiritus, ideo pluralem se pres- 
tans, pluraliter sibi loquebatur? Imo quia jam adhzrebat illi 
Filius, secunda persona, Sermo ipsius; et tertia, Spiritus in 
Sermone: ideo pluraliter pronunciavit, Factamus et Nostram 
et Nozsis. Cum quibus enim faciebat. hominem, et quibus 
faciebat similem? Filio quidem, qui erat induiturus hominem ; 
Spiritu vero, qui erat sanctificaturus hominem: quasi cum 
ministris et arbitris, ex unitate Trinitatis, loquebatur. Tertull. 
adv. Prax. § 9. Oper. p. 412. 

18. Quis enim non secundam Filii post Patrem agnoscat esse 
personam, cum legat dictum a Patre consequenter ad Filium ; 
Faciamus hominem ad imaginem et similitudinem nostram: et 
post hee relatum; Ei fecit Deus hominem, ad imaginem Des 
Jecit illum? Novat. de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p. 617. 

14. ‘O yap row Geov Yioc, 6 xpwréroxog wdone xricewc, ei cal 
vewor évnvOpwrnyxévat Edolev, dX’ oure ye dea rovro véog éorl. 
IpecBtraroy yap abray ravrwy roy Snptovpynpdrwy ieacww ot 
Oeior Adyou' cal abr@ rov Oeov, wep rijc rou dvOpwrou snpsovp- 
yiag, eipnxéevae’ Homjowpey &vOpwrov car’ cixdya xal dpolwoty 
jperépay. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. v. p. 257. 

15. ‘O 0€ évreAdpevog Erépy évrédXNerar rivl* by ove G&dXov 
wenelopeOa i roy povoyers Yidy rov Ocov Oedv, @ xai ele’ Tloe- 
howpey dvOpwrov kar’ elxdva kai cpolwow hperépay. Concil. 
Antioch. Epist. ad Paul. Samos. apud Routh. Rel. Sacr. vol. ii. 
p- 466. 
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TEXT II. 


Psatm Ixxii. 5. 


Kat ovprapapevet ry Aly, Kat 7d Tie oedhune yevedc 
VEVEWY. 

Kai Aafid o€ wpo Alou al ceAhyne Ex yaorpoc yerynBijcerBat 
atrév kara riv rou Tlarpocg Boudry Exipute’ cat Oedy ioxupoy cat 
wpookxuyynrov, Xptorov ovra, éohrwoe. Just. Dial. cum Tryph. 
Oper. p. 235. Comp. Ibid. p. 224. 


TEXT III. 
PsaLM cx. I. 


Elrev 6 Kiptoc ty Kuply pov’ Kadou i deEav pou 
Zwe av 00 rovc éxPp0b¢ cov brorddioyv THv Todwy Gov. 


Animadverte etiam Spiritum loquentem ex tertia persona de 
Patre et Filio: Dixit Dominus Domino meo, sede ad dexteram 
meam, donec ponam tnimicos tuos scabellum pedum tuorum. 
Tertull. adv. Prax. § 9. p. 412. 





TEXT IV. 
Esat. liii. 8. 
Thy yeveay avrou ric duyyioerat; 


1. Generationem ejus quis enarrabit ? quoniam homo est: et 
Quis agnoscet eum ? Cognoscit autem illum is, cui Pater qui est 
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in coelis revelavit: at intelligat, quoniam is, qui non voluntate 
carnis neque ex voluntate viri natus est filius hominis, hic est 
Christus Filius Dei vivi. Quoniam enim nemo in totum ex 
filiis Adz Deus appellatur secundum eum, ut Dominus nomi- 
natur, ex Scripturis demonstravimus: quoniam ipse proprie, 
preeter omnes qui fuerunt tunc homines, Deus, et Dominus, et 
Rez eternus et unigenitus, et Verbum incarnatum preedicatum, 
adest videre omnibus qui vel modicum de veritate attigerint. 
Tren. adv. heer. hib. iii. c. 21. p. 212, 

2. Kat ro ’Heatay gdvar Thy yevedy abvrov rie dinynoerat 3 
avexdthynroy Exovra ro yévoc abrov Edfrov. Obdeic ydp, &vOpw- 
noc by & dvOperwy, dvexdupynrov Exe 7d yévoc. Justin. Dial. 
cum Tryph. Oper. p. 235. Vide etiam Ibid. p. 202, 228. 


ao 


TEXT V. 
Esa. vii. 14. Marr. 1. 238. 


[dod 7 rapBévoc év yaorpi ea, cat réEerat viov, cat xa- 
Afsovar rd Gvoua avrov "EupavoundA® & ézore pePepunver- 


ducvov, MeO’ yuwy 6 Ode. 


1. Ele iarpéc tort, capxexds re xal wrvevpareKdc, yevynroc Kai 
dyévynroc, €v capkl yerdpuevoc Orde, év Oavdry Zw) drnOivn, 
kat ex Maplag kal éx Ocot, rpwrorv waOnroc Kai rére drabijc. Ig- 
nat. Epist. ad Ephes. § 7. Cot. Patr. Apos. vol. ii. p. 13. 

2. ‘O yap Gece hudy "Inooic 6 Xptordc éxvopopnOn bd Mapiac 
xar’ oixovoplay Ooi, éx orépparoc pev AaGid, Mvebparoc d€ “Ayiov. 
Ibid. § 18. p. 15. 

3. "Ere xal fva, dy rpdror yéyovev év Koop yevynGeic, éme- 
yvdvat Exwoww of morevovreg air@ &vOpwroa, did rot abrod 
"Hoatov ro rpogyrexdy Iveta we péd\rer ylivecOat mpoepyrevocy 
orwo'—dou  mapBévoc Ev yaorpl AMWerat, nai réberar vior, car 


kadéoerau rd Svopa avrov "EupavovyA.—Ore pey ovv, év re 
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yévet ry card odpxa rou ‘APpadp, ovdeic obdéwore dro napPévov 
yeyévnrat, ode édexrae yeyernpévog, MAN Hf ovrog 6 hyérepoc 
Xptordc, rao pauvepdy éorey. Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. 
p- 208. 

4. Tov Xprordy rovroy row Oeov Yio, d¢ xai xpd Ewoddpov cal 
wedhryc hy, wal dud ric wapGévov ravrne rijc dxd. Tov yévoug row 
Aafid yerynAijvae capxoroinOelc trépever. Ibid. p. 204. Vide 
etiam Ibid. p. 256, 260. 

- 5. “Ore xal "Inaoic fv 6 Mweei calre ’ABpadp cal roic &Adate 
dmhoc warpiapyxatc pavele kal opsAgoac, r@ rov Tarpog OeAjpare 
tanperoy, dxédeka’ ic xal GvOpwroc yevynOavar dia rij¢ rap- 
Oévov Maplac #AGe, xal éorey del, Epw. Ovrog ydp éoriy, dg’ ov 
Kal roy ovpavoy xal riv yy, cal dc ov, 6 Tardp pédXet Katvoup- 
yeiv. Ibid. p. 266. 

6. Sed et Matthzeus unum et eundem Jesum Christum cog- 
noscens, eam quee est secundum hominem generationem ejus 
eX virgine exponens, sicut promisit Deus David, ex fructu 
ventris ejus et excitaturum se sternum regnum, multo prius 
Abrahe eandem faciens promissionem, ait: Liber generationis 
Jesus Christi, filts David, fils Abraham. 

Dehince, ut liberaret mentem nostram a suspicione que est 
circa Joseph, ait: Christs autem generatio sic erat. Cum esset 
desponsata mater ejus Joseph, prius quam conventrent, inventa 
est in utero habens de Spiritu Sancto. 

Dehinc, cum Joseph cogitaret dimittere Mariam quoniam 
preegnans erat, assistentem ei angelum Dei et dicentem: Ne 
timueris assumere Mariam conjugem tuam, quod enim habet in 
utero, de Spiritu Sancto est. Pariet autem filium, et vocabis 
nomen ejus Jesum. Hic enim salvabit populum suum a peccatis 
suits. Hoc autem factum est, ut adimpleretur quod dictum est a 
Domino per prophetam: Ecce, virgo conctpiet tn utero, et 
pariet filium, et vocabunt nomen ejus Emanuel; quod interpre- 
tatum est, Nobiscum Deus. 

Manifesté significans, et eam promissionem qus fuerat ad 
patres impletam, ex virgine natum Filium Dei, et hunc ipsum 


ease salyatorem Christum, quem prophetz preedicaverunt : non 
10 
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sicut ipsi (scil. Valentiniani heeretici) dicunt, Jesum quidem 
ipsum esse qui ex Maria sit natus, Christum vero qui desuper 
descendit. 

Czeterum poterat dicere Matthzeus; Jesu vero generatio sic 
erat: sed providens Spiritus Sanctus depravatores, et preemu- 
niens contra fraudulentiam eorum, per Matthzeum ait; Christi 
autem generatto sic erat ; et quoniam hic est Emanuel ; ne forte 
tantum eum hominem putaremus. Non enim ex voluntate car- 
nis, neque ex voluntate viri, sed ex voluntate Det, Verbum caro 
Jfactum est : neque alium quidem Jesum suspicemur fuisse ; sed 
unum et eundem sciremus Deum esse. Iren. adv. heer. lib. tii. 
c. 18. p. 202, 208. Vide etiam Ibid. lib. iii. c. 21. p. 212. 
c. 24. p. 215. 

7. Diligenter igitur significavit Spiritus Sanctus per ea quz 
dicta sunt, generationem ejus quee ex virgine, et substantiam 
quoniam Deus. 

Emanuel enim nomen hoc significat: et manifestat, quoniam 
homo, in eo quod dicit, Butyrum et mel manducabit, et in eo 
quod infantem nominat eum, et prius quam cognoscat bonum et 
malum ; heec enim omnia sunt hominis infantis. 

Quod autem non consentiei nequitie, ut eligat bonum, pro- 
prium hoc est Dei: uti non, per hoc quod manducat butyrum 
et mel, nudé solummodo eum hominem intelligeremus; neque 
rursus, per nomen Emanuel, sine carne eum Deum suspicare- 
mur. Iren. adv. her. lib. ili. c. 26. p. 217. Vide etiam Ibid. 
lib. iv. c. 66. p. 294. lib. v. c. 17. p. 340, 341. 

8. Nasci se Deus in utero patitur matris. Tertull. de pa- 
tient. Oper. p. 8. 

9. Ante omnia autem commendanda erit ratio que preefuit, 
ut Dei Filius de virgine nasceretur. Nové nasci debebat nove 
nativitatis dedicator. De qua signum daturus Dominus ab 
Esaia preedicabatur. 

Quid est istud signum? Ecce virgo concipiet in utero, et 
pariet filsum. 

Concepit ergo virgo, et peperit Emanuelem, Nobiscum 
Dewm. Hec est nativitas nova dum homo nascitur in Deo: 
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in quo homine Deus natus est. Tertull. de carn. Christ. § 11. 
Oper. p. 34. Vide etiam Tertull. de resurr. carn, § 15. Oper. 
p- 58. Tertull. adv. Jud. Oper. p. 129. Tertull. adv. Marcion. 
hb. ii. p. 208. 

10. Quoniam enim Esaias, Ecce virgo concipiet, et pariet 
Silium, et vocabitis nomen ejus Emmanuel ; quod interpretatum est 
Nobiscum Deus: sic Christus ipse dicit; Ecce ego vobiscum 
sum usque ad consummationem seculs. 

Est ergo nobiscum Deus, imo multo magis etiam in nobis est. 
Nobiscum est Christus: est ergo, cujus nomen est Nobiscum 
Deus ; quia et nobiscum est.— 

Sed, quoniam nobiscum est, Emmanuel, id est Nobtiscum 
Deus, dictus est. Deus, ergo, quia nobiscum est; Nobiscum 
Deus dictus est. Novat. de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p. 607. 

11. "Idov 4 xapBévoc év yaorpi eet, cal rékeras vidy. Totoy 
ovy onpttoy, To, vedvida pr wapBévoy rexeivy; Kal rive paddor 
appdfee yervqoa 'Eupavovir, rovréort, MeO’ huwy 6 Osdc, dpa 
yuvanl cvvovatacbelen, cal dia xdBovg yuvatelov ovddafZovon, 
i Ere xaOapg cal dyry xai wapOivy; Tavry yap mpénee yevygy 
yévynpa, ég' § reyBévre Aéyerac ro, MeO jpwy 6 Ged. Orig. 
cont. Cels. lib. i. p. 27, 28. 





TEXT VI. 
Mart. ii. 11. 


' Kal, readvrec, rpocexbvnoay airy’ kat, avolEavre¢ rove 
Oncavpodte airwy, rpochveyxav atta Swpa, xpvodv kat 
A:Bavov cat opbovar. 


1. Tov deo "AdsaGiac oby pdywy edOdvrwy eic BnOdcep, 
xal xrpooxuynodyrwy ro mavllov, kal mpoceveyxavrwy aire dcwpa, 
Kpuody cal UPBavoy cal opipray, éxetd) kard dxocdhufw pera 
TO xpookuvijeas Tov maida év ByOAcep, éxedeveOnoay 0) éxaveA- 
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Oeiv mpdc rov ‘Hpwédny. Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 236. 
Vide etiam Ibid. p. 257. 

2. Mattheus autem Magos ab oriente venientes ait. dixisse ; 
Vidimus enim stellam ejus in ortente, et venimus adorare eum : 
deductosque a stella in domum Jacob ad Emanuel, per ea que 
obtulerunt munera, ostendisse, quid erat qui adorabatur. 
Myrrha quidem; quod ipse erat qui pro mortali humano ge- 
nere moreretur et sepeliretur: aurum vero; quoniam rex, cujus 
regni finis non est: thus, vero; quoniam Deus, qui et notus in 
Judaea factus est, et manifestus eis qui non querebant eum. 
Iren. adv. heer. lib. iii. c. 10. p. 180. 

8. “Heov oby éml ry lovdaiay (scil. of Mayor), dre pey Bact- 
Neve rig yeyévnrat weOdpevor, riva Sé Baoirelay Bacthevowy odK 
éxcordpevot, ov yevynOhoera ob yryvwoxwovrec’ déporrec per 
Sipa, & (ir otrwe dvopdeow) cuvOéry rev Ex Oeod cal avOpwrov 
Ovnrov rpoohveyxay cipBora perv, we Basiret rov xpvody, we dé 
reOyntopéry rv opipray, we de Oeg rov MBarwréy' xpoghyeyKay 
dé, paOdrrec rov réroy rijc yevéoewo abrov. AX’, éxel Gedc Fy 
bd irtp rove BonBoivrac avOpwrog ayyédove evuTdpxwy Dwrip 
rov yévouc ray dvOparuy, &yyedog peliparo rv roy Maywr éxi 
*pookurvijoa roy 'Inoovy evodBecay. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. i. p. 46. 





TEXT VII. 
Marr. xvi. 16. 


’AroxoBele 82 Siuwv Térpog ele’ Sd ef & Xpuoroc, 6 
Yidse rov Geov tov Zwyvroc. 


1. .Digitus est Dei qui salutem operatur populo, et non 
Josephi filius. Si enim Josephi filius esset, quomodo plus 
poterat quam Salomon, aut plus quam Jona habere, aut plus 
esse David ; cum esset ex eadem seminatione generatus et proles 
existens ipsorum ? Ut quid autem et beatum dicebat Petrum, 
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quod eum cognoseceret esse Filium Dei vivi? Super hoc autem, 
nec rex esse posset, siquidem Josephi filius fuisset, nec heres, 
secundum Hieremiam. Iren. adv. heer. lib. iii..c. 29. p. 219. 
Vide etiam Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. vi. Oper. p. 680. 

2. Yiov oby dvOpwxov éavroy Edeyer, fro dro rig yevyhotwe 
rij¢ dict wapQévou, free hv dxo rov AaGld cal laxdB cal 'loade 
kai "ABpadp yévovc’ ij ka ro elvat abroy rov ’ABpaau warépa 
Kal rourwy rey xarnpOpnpévwy, & dy xaraye t Mapia ro yévog. 
—Kail ydp Yio» Oeov Xprorow xara ry rov Tlarpo¢ abrov dwoxd- 
Avi, Excyvdvra abroy, Eva rwy paOnrwy avrov, Tiuwva xpdre- 
poy xadoupevoyv, éxwvdpuace Iérpov. Kai, Yiov Qeov yeypappévoy 
abréy éy roic droprynpovevypace rwv drooréAwy avrov Exorrec, 
kat Yidv abroy Aéyorrec, vevofxapey Oyra xal xpo TavTwy wotn- 
parwy, dxo rov Harpoc Suvdpee abrov cal PBovdy xpoedOdrra. 
Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 255. 





TEXT VIII. 
Mart. xxviii. 19. 


Tlopevévrec ovw paOnredoare ravra ra tOvn, BarriZovrec 
avrovc tig Td Svoua tov Tlatpo¢ Kat tov Yiov xat rov. 
‘Aylov Tvetparoc. 





1. Ecclesize Catholicze matris nostre veritas semper apud 
nos, fratres, et mansit et manet, et vel maximé in baptismatis 
Trinitate ; Domino nostro dicente: Ite et baptizate gentes, in 
nomine Patris et Filii et Spiritus Sancti. Concil. Carthag. can. 
x. in Oper. Cyprian. vol. i. p. 282. 

2. Fidem nostram, et baptismatis gratiam, et legis ecclesias- 
ticee regulam, Deus et Dominus noster Jesus Christus, suo ore 
Apostolos docens, perimplevit, dicens: /te et docete omnes 
gentes, baptizantes eos in nomine Patris et Fila et Sptritus 
Sancti. Concil. Carthag. can. xxix. in Oper. Cyprian. vol. i. 
p- 235. 
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3. Dominus enim post resurrectionem, discipulos suos mit- 
tens, quemadmodum baptizare deberent instituit et docuit, 
dicens: Data est mthi omnis potestas in ceelo et in terra: ite 
ergo, et docete gentes omnes, baptizantes eos in nomine Patris et 
Filss et Spirttus Sancti. Insinuat Trinitatem, cujus sacra- 
mento gentes baptizarentur. Cyprian. Epist. Ixxii. Oper. vol. 
ii, p. 200. Vide etiam Ibid. p. 206. 





TEXT IX. 
Mare. ii. 7. 


Tf otrog obrw AaAdi BAacdnulac; Tle sévarar agiévac 
apaprtac, ei un elc 6 Oedc; 


1. Propter hoc, non credentibus que ab eo fiat remissionem, 
Phariseeis dicebat : Ut sciatis, quoniam potestatem habet Filius 
hominis remittere peccata. Et cum hoc dixisset, jussit paralyti- 
cum hominem tollere grabbatum super quem jacebat, et ire in 
domum suam. 

Propter hoc quidem efficit, confundens incredulos, et signi- 
ficans quoniam ipse est Vox Dei, per quam accepit homo prz- 
cepta quse supergressus est et factus est peccator : ex peccatis 
enim paralysis subsecuta est. Peccata igitur remittens, hominem 
quidem curavit, semetipsum autem manifesté ostendit quis esset. 
Si, enim, nemo potest remittere peccata nisi solus Deus ; re- 
mittebat autem hzec Dominus, et curabat homines: manifestum 
est, quoniam ipse erat Verbum Dei, filius hominis factus a 
Patre potestatem accipiens, quomodo homo, et quomodo Deus. 
Et, quomodo homo, compassus est nobis : tanquam Deus, mise- 
reatur nostri, et remittat nobis debita quee factori nostro debe~ 
mus Deo. Iren. adv. heer. lib. v. c. 15. p. 838. 

2. Hic erat visus Babylonio regi in fornace cum martyribus 
suis quartus, tanquam filius hominis, idem ipsi Danieli revelatus 
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directo filius hominis, veniens cum cceli nubibus judex, sicut et 
Scriptura demonstrat. 

Sed plus mihi Scriptura confert, ipsius scilicet Domini inter- 
pretatione. Nam, cum Judei, solummodo hominem ejus in- 
tuentes, necdum et Deum certi qua Dei quoque Filium, merito 
retractarent, non posse hominem delicta dimittere, sed Deum 
solum : cur non, secundum intentionem eorum de. homine, eis 
respondit, habere eum potestatem dimittendt delicta, quando et 
jfilium hominis nominans hominem nominaret? Tertull. adv. 
Marcion. lib. iv. § 14. Oper. p. 234. 

8. °O dé &yaOdc Tladaywydc, % Lodia, 6 Adyog rov Harpoc, 
6 Onpuovpyhoac tov avOpwroy, ddou Kiderat rov wAaoparog’ Kal 
oipa kal Wuyny axeirae abrov 6 xavapkic rij¢ &vOpwrornroc 
larpoc 6 Zwrip. *Avdora, gyolr@ mapepévy, rov oxluroda é¢’ 
Sv xaraxeat AaBwy, dace otxade.—AAAG Taig pey broOijxatc 
raxa on péret, xaplopact dé rAovotg, "Agewvral cor ai dpapria, 
roic duaprwAotc Hpiv Agyer. Clem. Alex. Peedag. lib. 1. c. 2. 
Oper. p. 81. 3 





TEXT X. 
Luc. 1. 30—85. 


Kat elrev 6 ayyeAog airy’ Mx poBov, Mapiap’ sdpsc 
yap xapiv wapa Tw Oe. Kai, idod, cvdAdny év yacrpl, 
kai réEn vidv' kal xadkoete Tb Svoua avTov ‘Incovv. Ovroc 
Zora péyac’ Kal Yide ‘Ywiorou KAnOnoerar’ kai Sioa adryp 
Kipiog 5 Oed¢ Tov Opdvov AaPid rod marpd¢ avrov" Kal 
Bactrsicet tt rdv olkov “laxwB sic rode aiwvacg’ Kal rig 
BaciAr&lag abrov ov Fara rédoc. Elme 6? Magid mpdc 
rov a&yyeAov’ Ilwe Eorar rovro, treat avdpa ov yivdokw ; 
Kat droxgiOeic 6 ayyeAog eliev abry’ Ivetpa “Aytoy 
dreAeboerar inl os, cal Sbvauic ‘Yiiorou éemioxace cor 
Std cat Tro yevywpevoy aytov KAnOjoerar Yid¢ Oeov. 
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1. "Exopuey iarpoy cai rov Kupeov fpov Ocov "Incoty roy 
Xptordy, rov wood alwywy Yidy povoyera cal Adyor, torepoy dé 
Kal dvOpwrov éx Maplac rij¢ wapOévov. ‘O' Adyoc yap capi 
éyévero’ 6 dowparoc év cwpart, 6 arabijc évy rabnry copare, 6 
aBavarog év Ovnrg copari, Cw év p00pg, Srwe Oavdrov Kal 
pOopac éhevOepwoy cal iarpevon rac Wuyac Hyer, xal iaonrac 
atrac voon\evOeloag év doefelg cai rovnpatc emOuplac. Ignat. 
Epist. ad Ephes. § vii. Cotel. Patr. Apost. vol. ti. p. 46. 

2. Iiorw dé cal yapar AaGotca Mapla } wapHévoc, ebayyehi~ 
Copévov atrpe TaBpiaqrd dyyédov, Gre vetpa Kuplov ex’ abryy 
éxedevoerat, Kal dvvapic “Ylorov émoxiace abrhy' 616 cal rod 
yevvopevoy é&€ abrijc &ytév gory, Yide Oeotd. ‘Awexptvaro® Té- 
votro pol kara ro pia gov. Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. 
p- 256. ot 

3. Lucas autem sectator et discipulus apostolorum,—de 
angelo referens, ait: In ipso autem tempore missus est angelus 
Gabriel a Deo, qui et dixit virgini; Nol: t2mere, Marta: tn- 
venisti enim gratiam apud Deum. Et de Domino dicit: Hic 
ertt magnus ; et Filius Altissimi vocabstur ; et dabit et Dominus 
Deus thronum David patris sut ; et regnabit in domo Jacob; et 
regni ejus non erit fints. 

Quis est autem alius, qui regnat in domo Jacob sine inter- 
missione in sternum, nisi Christus Jesus Dominus noster Filius 
Dei Altissimi: qui, per legem et prophetas, promisit salutare 
suum facturum se omni carni visibilem, ut fieret filius hominis, 
ad hoc ut et homo fieret Filius Dei? Iren. adv. heer. lib. iii. c. 
11. p.181. Vide etiam Ibid. lib. ili. c. 26. p. 217. c. 18. 
p- 203. 

4. Hic est Virtus Dei, hic Ratio, hic Sapientia ejus, et Gloria. 
Hic in virginem illabitur: carnem, Spiritu Sancto codperante, 
induitur. Deus cum homine miscetur. Hic Deus noster, hic 
Christus est, qui mediator duorum, hominem induit, quem per- 
ducat ad Patrem. Cyprian. de idol. vanit. Oper. vol. i. 
p. 15. 

5. Haeec et ab angelo exceperat secundum nostrum evange- 
lium: Propterea, quod in te nascetur, vocabitur sanctum Filius 
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Dei; et vocabis nomen ejus Jesum. Tertull. adv. Marcion. lib. 
iv. § 7. Oper. p. 229. 

6. Proponunt enim atque illa przetendunt, que in evangelio 
Luca relata sunt; ex quibus asserere conantur, non quod est, 
sed tantum illud quod volunt esse: Spirttus Sanctus veniet in 
te; et virtus Altissimi obumbrabit tibi: propterea, et quod ex 
te nascetur sanctum vocabitur Filtus Det.—Hic est enim legiti- 
mus Dei Filius qui ex ipso Deo est; qui dum sanctum istud 
assumit, et sibi filium hominis annectit, et illum ad se rapit 
atque transducit, connexione sua et permixtione sociata pree- 
stat, et Filium illum Dei facit quod ille naturaliter non fuit. 
Novat. de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p. 614, 615. 

7. Meraxapalavrag 6& ro ebayyédtov BdXove ob olda, H rove 
dxé Mapxiwvoc, xal rove dxd Obaderrivov, oluac ce xal rove 
dxo Aovxdvov. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. ii. p. 77. Vide etiam 
Orig. Comment. in Johan. Oper. vol. ii. p. 18, 38, 76, 84, 
105, 106, 109, 110, 124, 188, 139. 


TEXT XI. 
Luc. x. 22. 


Ildvra wapeddOy por bd rou Tarpde¢ pov’ Kal ovdelc¢ yt- 
vwoxe Tig torw 6 Yidc, et py 6 Tlarip’ xat ric dori 5 
Tarno, ei un 5 Yide, wal @ tav BobAnra 6 Yide aroxa- 
Adpa. Comp. Matt. xi. 27. 


1. Kal "Inooiig dé 6 Xprordg, Ere obk Eyvwoay "lovdaio: rl Ma- 
tip kal ri Yidc, dpolwe éhéyxwy abrove, cal abroc elev" Oddele 
tyvw roy Llarépa, el pe) 6 Vide obde rov Yidy, ei 7 6 Harjp, cat 
ole &y aroxado wy 6 Yidc. ‘O Adyoc 8 rod Ocot éorty & Yide 
atrov.— : 

"lovdator ot, frynodpevoe del roy Tarépa rév 8\wy edadn- 
kévac re Mwati, rov Aadfhearroc abry Syvroc Yiod rob Oeov, Sc 

VOL. 1. Y 
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wai &yyedoc xai drdorodoc xéxAyrat, dtcaiwe éXéyyxovrat kai dca 
Tov mpognrixou [vevparoc cat dt’ abrov rov Xptorov, we ovre ror 
Tlarépa ovre rov Yidv Eyywoay. Oi yap roy Yidy Marépa gac- 
kovrec elvat, éXéyxovrat pire rov Iarépa éxcordpevor, ph? Sre 
éorly Yidc rg Hlarpt rév ddwv ywweoxorrec’ S¢ cal, Adyog xpw- 
réroxog @y Tov Oeov, kai Oedc brapyet. ; 

Kal xpdrepov, cua rij¢ rov xvpdc popdiic, kat elkdvoc dowparov, 
tp Muwgei xal roic erépoie ~mpophraic épavn’ viv &, év xpdvoic 
ric Upertpac apyiic, did wapévov &vOpwroc yerdpevog kara ry 
rov Ilarpoc BovAny, trép awrnplac rev morevovrwy atrg, Kai 
éLouBevnOijvat cai rabeiv trépever, iva drobavwy kal dvacrac 
vuxhoy roy Odvaroy. Justin. Apol. i. Oper. p. 74,75. Vide 
etiam Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 255. 

2. Dominus enim, ostendens seipsum discipulis, quoniam ipse 
est Verbum qui agnitionem Patris facit, et exprobrans Judzis 
putantibus se habere Deum cum et frustretur Verbum ejus per 
quem cognoscitur Deus, dicebat: Nemo cognoscit Filium, nist 
Pater: neque Patrem quis cognoscit, nist Filius, et cut voluerst 
Filius revelare. 

Quoniam ab uno Deo, qui et hunc mundum fecit, et nos 
plasmavit, et omnia continet et administrat, unigenitus Filius 
venit ad nos, suum plasma in semetipsum recapitulans, firma est 
mea ad eum fides, et immobilis erga Patrem dilectio, utraque 
Deo nobis praebente: neque enim Patrem cognoscere quis 
potest, nisi Verbo Dei, id est, nisi Filio revelante; neque 
Filium, nisi Patris beneplacito—Non ergo alius erat qui cog- 
noscebatur, et alius qui dicebat, Nemo cognoscit Patrem; sed 
unus et idem : omnid subjiciente ei Patre, et ab omnibus acci- 
piens testimonium, quoniam veré homo et quoniam veré Deus, 
a Patre, a Spiritu, et ab angelis, ab ipsa conditione, ab homimi- 
bus, et ab apostaticis spiritibus, et ab erroneis, et ab inimico, et 
novissimé ab ipsa morte. Omnia autem Filius administrans 
Patri perficit ab initio usque ad finem; et, sine illo, nemo potest 
cognoscere Deum. Agnitio enim Patris Filius, agnitio autem 
Filii in Patre et per Filium revelata: et, propter hoc, Dominus 
dicebat ; Nemo cognoscit Filium nisi Pater, neque Patrem nisi 


. 
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Filtus et quibuscunque Filius revelaverit. Revelaverit, enim, 
non solum in futurum dictum est; quasi tunc inciperet Verbum 
manifestare Patrem cum de Maria natus: sed communiter, per 
totum tempus, positum est. Ab initio, enim, assistens Filius suo 
plasmati, revelat omnibus Patrem, quibus vult, et quando vult, 
et quemadmodum vult, Pater : et, propter hoc, in omnibus et 
per omnia, unus Deus Pater, et unum Verbum, et unus Filius, 
et unus Spiritus, et una fides et salus omnibus credentibus in 
eum. Iren. adv heer. lib. iv. c. 14. p. 240— 242. 

8. Cognoscunt enim eum hi, quibus revelaverit Filius : semper 
autem céexistens Filius Patri, olim et ab initio, semper revelat 
Patrem et angelis et archangelis et potestatibus et virtutibus et 
hominibus quibus vult revelare Deus. Iren. adv. beer. lib. ii. 
ce. 55. p. 157. 

4. "AA cal 6 Lwrhp hydy cal Kiptoc, Adyoe rov Oeov, ro 
péyeBoc waptorge Tijc yywoews Tov Ilarpoc, re xar’ atiay wpon- 
youpévwc abrg pdéve NapPdverac Kal yeyvwoxerar, Sevrépwe Oe 
roic élAapropévote ro HyEepowxev vx’ abrov row Adyovu cal Ooi, 
gnoiv Oddeic Excytywoxet Tov Yidv, ei py 6 Tarnp* obd€ roy Ha- 
répa, ei pi) 6 Yidc, kalg dv 6 Yidc droxadiyy. Ore yap roy 
dyévnroy kai raone yevnriic pucews mpwrdroxoy kar’ aélay eldévat 
tic Ouvarat, @¢ Oo yevvfjoag abroy Tarhp’ ovre rov Harépa, we Oo 
Epwuyog Adyor cai Logia abrod xad’AXHOea’ ov peroxyy weprac~ 
povvroc do rov Iarpoc ro Neydpevor oxéroc, 6 EXero droxpugny 
abrov, kal ro Aeydpevoy weprBdrAatov abrov, riy 4Buvaocor, Kai 
droxahtrrovroc ovrw rov Ilarépa drt ror’ ay ywpy yryvooxey 
_abroyv yeyv@oxe. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. vi. p. 287. 





TEXT XII. 


JOHAN. 1. 1—14. 


"Ev apxa tw 6 Adyoc, cai 6 Adyoc fv mode Tov Osby, 
cat Osdc Hv 5 Adyoc. Odroc fv év apyn mode rov Oedv. 
Tldvra ov avrov éyévero’ cal, xwple abrov, éyévero ovd: bv, 

Y¥2 
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5 yéyovev. “Ev aire Cw7 jy, cal 7 Con hy 70 gw¢ Ter 
avOowrwv kai td gwe ev Ty oxorla galve, Kal 4 oxorla 
avrd ov xaréAaBev. ‘Eyévero avOowmoc aveoradptvoc rapa 
Gcov, Svoua ad’rw Iwavunc. Ovdroc hADev cic paprupiay, 
iva papruphon wept rou pwrdc¢, iva mwavrecg morebawat Oe 
avrov. Ovx hy ixeivog Td pwe, GAN’ iva papruphoy wept 
Tov purée. “Hy 76 pwe¢ td aAnOwov 6 gwrifa rdvra av- 
Gowrov toyduevov sic tov kdopov. "Ev ry xdopy hy, cat 
6 xédapog 6t abrov éyévero’ Kat 6 Kéapog a’roy ouUK Eyvw. 
Ei¢ ra idta HAG, wat of Toe avrdv od wapéAaBov" Scot 
d? EAaBov avrév, Ewxev avtoic tEovclay réxva Ocov ye- 
vécBat, troic mictebovow cic ro Svoua avrov. Oi ovK 2 
aisarwy, ovdt ex BeAhparog capKdc, ove? 2x MeAHpaToe 
avdpic, add’ ix Osov, zyevvfPnoav. Kai 6 Adyoc adapt 
éyévero, kal goxhvwoev ev nyuiv (kat @JeacducOa ry ddEay 
avrou, ddfav we povoyevov¢e rapa Ilatpdoc), rAnpne xage- 
roc kai aAnOelac. 


1. ‘H d€ rparn dbvapic, pera rov Tlarépa wavrwy cai deordrny 
Ocdy, kal Yidc, 6 Adyog éori» S¢ riva rpdxov capxoronOeic &v- 
Opwrog yéyovey. Just. Apol. i. Oper. p. 57. Vide etiam Dial. 
cum Tryph. Oper. p. 221—228. 

2. Super omnia quidem Pater ; et ipse est caput Christi: per 
omnia autem Verbum, et ipse est caput ecclesiz: in omnibus 
autem nobis Spiritus; et ipse est aqua viva. 

Testimonium perhibet his et Joannes Domini discipulus in 
evangelio, dicens: Jn principio erat Verbum, et Verbum erat 
apud Deum, et Deus erat Verbum. Hoc erat in princimo apud 
Deum. Omnia per ipsum facta sunt, et sine ipso factum est 
nihil. 

Deinde de ipso Verbo dixit: Zn mundo erat, et mundus per 
ipsum factus est, et mundus eum non cognovit. 

Et, iterum, significans ejus secundum hominem dispensa~- 
tionem, dixit: Et Verbum caro factum est, et habitavit in nobis. 
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Et iterum intulit: Et vidimus gloriam ejus gloriam quasi 
unigemti a Patre, plenum gratia et veritate. 

Manifesté ostendens audire volentibus, quoniam unus Deus 
Pater super omnes ; et unum Verbum Dei per quod omnes, per 
quem omnia facta sunt : et quoniam hic mundus proprius ipsius, 
et per ipsum factus est voluntate Patris, et non per angelos.— 
Mundi enim factor vere Verbum Dei est: hic autem est Do- 
minus noster, qui in novissimis temporibus homo factus est. 
Iren. adv. heer. lib. v. ec. 16. p. 340. Vide etiam lib. i. c. 19. 
p: 74. lib. ii. c. 2. p. 97, 98. lib. iii. c. 8. p. 178. c. 11. p. 187. 
lib. iv. c. 17. p. 48. 

8. "Emel 52 5 Adyor hay eva Gedy Gye rov rovde rod wayroe 
rotnrny, abrov péy ov yevdopevoy (dre ro by ob yiverat, adda TO 
pe Ov), wdvra 62 bea rod wag’ avrov Adyou rexonKéra’ exdrepa 
dd\éywe madoxoper, cal kaxwe dyopevdpeda cal dtwkdueba. Athe- 
nag. Legat. § v. p. 21, 22. | 

4. Nootper yap cal Yiov rob Oeov.—’AXN ior 6 Yideg rod 
Oeov Adyoc rov Harpoc, év loég nat évepyelg’ wpdc abrod yap, 
kal dt abrov, xdvra tyévero’ Evdc bvro¢g rov Tarpog xai rod Yiov" 
‘bvroc 82 Tov Yiov év Tarpi, cai Warpoc évy Vig, Evdrnre ad dv- 
vduer vevparoc. Nove xal Adyog rov Harpoc, 6 Yide rov Oeod. 
Athenag. Legat. § ix. p. 87, 38. 

5. Kai xpéroy per cupgwvwe édldakay hyde, Gre é& obk bvrwy 
ra wavra éxolnoevy. Ob ydp te rp Oe@ ovrijxpacer’ aN airoc 
Eavrov réwoc wy, kal dvevdenc Oy, kal Urepéxwy rpd rHy alwvur, 
"O€rXnoev EvOpwrov orjoae gy yvwoOn’ rovTy obv rponroipace 
tov kdopov. ‘O yap yernroc Kal rpoadene Eorw’ 6 6€ &yévnros 
obdevdc xpoodeirar. “Exwv oby 6 Oedc rov Eavrov Adyov évdt- 
aBerov év roic idloie owdayxvoic, Eyévynoey abroy, pera rifc 
Eavrov Loglac ékepevkduevoc mpd rHv bAwy. Totroy rov Adyov 
Eoxev Sxoupyov rav tx’ ab’rov yeyernpévwy' cal, 6c abrov, ra 
xayra wenolynxey. Theoph. ad Autol. lib. u. §10. p. 355. 

6. Ody te of rornrat Kat pudoypagoe Aéyouory viove OeGy éx 
ovvovolac yevvwpéivouc, &XX’ we GAnOela Ounyeirat, rov Adyor 
Tov dvra dtarayrog EvdcaBeroy év Kapdig Geov. ITIpo yap re yi- 


~ id ~ ~ U 
vesOat, rovrov elxe cpBovrdov, Eavrod Novy cai ®povnoy dyra. 
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"Ordre dé #OEANcEV 6 Oede rorRoa Sea EBovdALvoaTO, rovToY TOY 
Adyov éyévynoe rpopopuoy, mpwréroxoy waone KTicews* ov KEVw~ 
Geic abrég rod Adyov, GMa Adyor yervtjoac, kal re Adyy abrov 
dtawavrocg Gpirorv. “Obev diddoxovoww pac ai &yrae ypapal, 
kal wavreg of rveuparopdpot, & Sv "Iwdyyne Aéyee’ "Ev apyy Av 
é Adyog, cai 6 Adyog hy xpoc rov Ody’ Seuxvuc, Gre év xpwrote 
pdvoc hv 6 Qedc, al év abrg 6 Adyoc. “Ewetra dévyer’ Kat Oedc 
qv 6 Adyoc’ xdyra be abrov éyévero, xal ywpic abrov eyévero 
ovde €v. Theoph. ad Autol. lib. 1. § 22. p. 365. 

7. Ovdey dpa pecei rev bro rov Oeov* GX’ odde Yd rod Ad- 
you" &y yap Gudw, 6 Gedc. “Ore elev’ "Ev apyy & Adyog hy 
év rg Oeg, al Oedc fv 6 Adyoc. Clem. Alex. Psedag. lib. i. 
c. 8. Oper p. 118. 

8. Hlafsénaig de, dre Ode cat Snpovpydc’ Ldvra yap ov abrow 
éyévero, kal ywple abrov éyévero obde Ey. Clem. Alex. Paedag. 
lib. i. c. 11. Oper. p. 183. 

9. ’Avevdehe yap, 6 ray ravroxparopa Oedy Adyoy Exwy* xai 
ovdevac, dy xonlet, dropet wére. Clem. Alex. Peedag. lib. ui. 
c. 7. Oper. p. 236, 287. 

10. Aspice, itaque, quanta preescribant tibi, etiam in evange- 
lio ante Philippi consultationem, et ante omnem argumentationem 
tuam : et in primis ipsa statim preefatio Joannis evangelizatoris 
demonstrat, quod retro fuerit qui caro fieri habebat: Jn principio 
erat Sermo, et Sermo erat apud Deum, et Deus erat Sermo. Hic 
in principio apud Deum. Omnia per sum facta sunt, et stne 
ipso factum est nihil. Tertull. adv. Prax. § 14. Oper. p. 420. 
Vide etiam Ihid. p. 405. 

11. Denique evangelium, ut supplementum instrumenti vete- 
ris, adhibebo; in quo vel eo magis debuerat ostendi Deus ex 
aliqua materia universa fecisse, quo illic etiam per quem omnia 
fecerit revelatur. 

In principio erat Sermo: in quo principio scilicet Deus fecit 
celum et terram. Et Sermo erat apud Deum, et Deus erat 
Sermo. Omnia per tpsum facta sunt, et sine illo factum est 
nthil. 

Cum igitur et hic manifestetur, et factor id est Deus, et facta 
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id est omnia, et per quem id est Sermo: nonne et unde omnia 
facta essent a Deo per Sermonem, exegisset ordo profiteri, si 
ex aliquo facta essent? Tertull. adv. Hermog. § 10. Oper. 
p- 344, 345. 

_ 12. Ae sic et Joannes, nativitatem Christi describens, Ver- 
bum, inquit, caro factum est, et habitavit in nobis, et vidimus 
claritatem ejus claritatem tanquam unigeniti a Patre, plenus 
gratia et veritate. 

Nam et vocat nomen ejus Verbum Dei; nec immerito.—Per 
ipsum enim omnia facta sunt opera, et sine ipso factum est 
nihil, Sive enim, inquit apostolus, throni, sive dominationes, 
stve virtutes, sive potestates, visibilia et invisibilia, omnia per 
ipsum constant. — 

Verbum autem hoc illud est, quod i sua ventt, et sus eum 
non receperunt. Mundus enim per ipsum factus est, et mundus 
eum non cognovit. 

Verbum autem hoc erat in principio apud Deum, et Deus erat 
Verbum. 

Quis igitur dubitet, cum in extrema parte dicit, Verbum caro 
Sactum est, et habitavit in nobis, Christum, cujus est nativitas 
et quia caro factus est, esse hominem; et, quia Verbum Dei, 
Deum incunctanter edicere esse: preesertim cum animadvertat 
scripturam evangelicam, utramque istam substantiam in unam 
nativitatis Christi foederasse concordiam? Novat. de Trin. in 
Oper. Tertull. p. 608. Vide etiam Ibid. p. 622, 623. 

18. Tow pev xpocexiic Snpuovpyor elvat rov Yidv rov Qcow 
Adyoy, kai eonepel abrovpydv Tow Kéopou’ rév dé Tarépa row 
Adyou, rp pocreraxévar rg Yip iavrod Adyy xorfoat rov xéo- 
pov, elvat xpwrwc dnpeovpydy. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. vi. p. $17. 

14. Tig & Grog Hoa Kal xpooayayeiy rp éxl raot Oeg dv- 
vara riy rov dyOpmmov Wuyi, 7 6 Oedc Adyor; “Oorec ev 
adpxp mpoc rov Osdv dy, dea rove cohAnOévrac rH capKi Kai yevo- 
pévovg Sxep capt, éyévero capt, iva ywpnOy bro ray pn duva- 
pévoy abrov Brérecvy xabo Adyoc Fy, xal wpdc Gedy Fv, Kal Oeoc 
hv. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. vi. p. 322. Vide etiam Ibid. lib. ii. 
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p- 80. lib. iv. p. 164. et Comment. in Johan, Oper. vol. ii. p. 
18, 19. 

15. Hujus igitur indulgentice, gratize disciplineeque arbiter 
et magister, Sermo et Filius Dei mittitur, qui, per prophetas 
omnes retro, illuminator et doctor humani generis preedicabatur. 
Hic est Virtus Dei, hic Ratio, hic Sapientia ejus, et Gloria. 
Hic in virginem illabitur; carnem, Spiritu Sancto cOoperante, 
induitur. Deus cum homine miscetur. Hic Deus noster, hic 
Christus est; qui, mediator duorum, hominem induit quem 
perducet ad Patrem. Cyprian. de idol. vanit. Oper. vol. i. 
p. 15. 

16. ’AAN' edosBae Sporoyet mioreiwy Eri, dd TAY huey owrn- 
play cal ro dfjcat wpoc drpediay ro xray, 6 rv Odww Snpuovpyog 
éx ric wavaylac dexapBévov Mapiac, xara ovdAnry dyparroy, 
ceya rTporijc, Evovowwcac éEaurg@ Wuyhy vospay pera aloOnrucod 
owparoc, yéyovey &vOpwroc guaet kaxiac addérptoc, 6 Adyog Oedc” 
6 abréc Gedrnrs prey ra Oia dta Tig abrot ravayiag capKoc, ox 
vra puaet rijc capKoc Evepywr® avOpwrdrnre O& Ta dvOperiva, 
ob Gyra gucet Oedrnroc, dvoyg Taoxwy Bedrnrog. Hippol. cont. 
Beron. et Helic. c. 8. Oper. vol.i. p. 280. 

17. Kara rov Kuplov S¢ éere Tlarip Xprorov, cai cara rov 
Xprerod abrov’ S¢ gore Xpordc, Geos Adbvapec, } rov Tlarpog Zo- 
gla, Sv Adyor atdwc’ atdwc yap Sv yéyove rasdloy, yevynOeic 
ipiv Yidc. Dion. Alex. Epist. adv. Paul. Samos. Oper. p. 207. 

18. Med dé pedvn wapBévoc Ovyarnp Cwitc iyévynoe roxy Cerra 
Aédyoy xal évuxdoraroy, rov dxrivroy nai dnusoupydv’ roy éhOdvra 
tv rp kéopy, kal dyvworov Ocdy, cal drepauparov Ocoy, ovpavod 
wonThy, Tov Onmiovpyov rov xdopow. Dion. Alex. Epist. adv. 
Paul. Samos. Oper. p. 211. 

19. ‘O éx rov Ocod yervnBeic xpd aldvwy, 6 abrog én’ Eryarwy 
éx pyrpéc. dua rotro Oeoxrdvoe "lovdaios, éwet ror Kopwv rijc 
ddincg goravpwouy. Ei ph yap Fr 6 Xpioréc abrog 6 dy Osdc 
Abyog, obk Révvaro elvac dyapaprnrog obdtic yap dvapaprnres, 
ei pn ele 6 Xptordc, we cal 6 Hardp rod Xpeorov, cai ro “Aywy 
IIvetua. Dion. Alex. Epist. adv. Paul. Samos. Oper. p. 214. 
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20. Yidw dé A€yer, Sv epookuvel  rév dyw dylwy rvevparwy 
aAnOuc, rov Eva kal duépieroy Xpterdy, roy avvatécoy rov Mar- 
poc, suvdvapxoy, suvdnuioupyoy rg Tlarpi: Oede yap ‘IopanA 
"Inaotc 6 xp aiwywy Adyoc, dc kal ro “Aywr Hvedpa. Dion. 
Alex. Quest. adv. Paul. Samos. Oper. p. 244. 

21. ‘Ne dAnOde¢ Svroc Kal évepyotvroc, dc Adyou &ua xa Oeor" 
dv ov 6 Taridp rdvra rexoincer, oby we de dpydvov, obs de &' 
éxcorhpne dyvmocrarov’ yevvhoavrog pév tov Ilarpdc roy Yio 
wo Cwoay évépyeay Kat évurdcrarov, évepyouvra ra rayra éy 
nao’ obyi Bréwovrog dé pdvow ovd— wapdvrog povoy rov Yioi, 
GddG Kal Evepyowvrog xpog ry rév Shwy Snytoupyiay. Epist. 
Concil. Antioch. apud Routh. Rel. Sacr. vol. ii. p. 466. 

22. “Owep redeowvpyioa xararepgbeic 6 Adyor elc ror xébo- 
poy, Thy husrépay popdiy xpdrepoy dvéhaBe woddoic dpaprhpace 
kareortypeéyny, iva on rhyv Oelay hucic, Oe’ ob¢ abroc épdpace, w4- 
ey xwpioat durnPGper—Tairy yap yperlearo riy dvOpemr)y 
évdboacba odpna, Gedc dv, Exwe Gonsp tv wivaxe Ocioy Exrvwwpa 
Biov BrSrovrec, Exwpev Kal fpeic roy ypdWayra pepeioOar. Me- 
thod. Sympos. Oper. p. 69, 70. 

23. Sed illum Filium suum primogenitum, illum opificem 
rerum et conciliatorem suum, delabi jussit e ccelo, ut religionem 
sanctam Dei transferret ad gentes. Lactant. Instit. lib. iv. c. 11. 
p- 380. ; 

24. Idcirco etiam Filium bis nasci oportuit, ut ipse fieret 
dxdrwp atque duyrwp. In prima enim nativitate spiritali dufrwp 
fuit; quia, sine officio matris, a solo Deo Patre generatus est. 
In secunda vero carnali drdrwp fuit; quoniam, sine patris 
officio, virginali utero procreatus est : ut, mediam inter Deum et 
hominem substantiam gerens, nostram hanc fragilem imbecil- 
lemque naturam quasi manu ad immortalitatem posset educere. 
Factus est et Dei Filius per spiritum, et hominis per carnem : 
id est, et Deus et homo. Laetant. Insetit. lib. iv. c. 13. p. 
$87, 888. 


330 THE APOSTOLICITY LAPP. I. 


TEXT XIII. 


JoHAN. i. 18. 


Ozdv ovdele E®paxe muwmorEe’ 6 povoyernc Yidc, 6 dv ec 
tov xéAmov Tov Ilarpdc, éexeivoc tEnyhoaro. 


1. Hie ay ody ovrog (scil. 6 Harp) ij AaAfoee xpdc riva, # 
6p0eln revi, i Ev EXaxlory péper yijc paveln, dxdre ye obde riy 
édfay rov xap’ abrov reupBévroc toxvery 6 Nad Weiy Ev Levg ;— 
Otre ody ’ABpaap, obre Ioaax, ovre lax, ovre dAXNOG dyOpa- 
wwy, elde rov Harépa xal dfpnroy Kipwy rév rdvrey axe xai 
atrot rou Xptorov’ dAN’ Exeivoy, roy, xard PBovd)y rhy éxelvov, 
cal Qedv Svra Yior abrod, cai” Ayyedoy Ex rov bxnpereiy TH yve- 
fy abrov’ by xal avOpwxov yevynBavar dua rite xapBévov Be- 
BovrAnrar’ bc cal wip woré yéyove ry xpdc Mwoéa dpiNig rq dro 
riic Barov. Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 280. 

2. Deus, qui fecit terram,—hic et benedictionem esce et 
gratiam potus, in novissimis temporibus, per Filium donat hu- 
mano generi, incomprehensibilis per comprehensibilem, et in- 
visibilis per visibilem, cum extra eum non sit, sed in sinu Pa- 
tris existat. . 

Deum enim, inquit, nemo vidit unquam ; nisi unigenitus Filius 
Dei, que est tn sinu Patris, tpse enarravit. 

Patrem enim, invisibilem existentem, ille, qui in sinu est ejus 
Filius, omnibus enarrat. Propter hoc cognoscunt eum hi, qui- 
bus revelaverit Filius ; et iterum Pater, per Filium, Filii sui 
dat agnitionem his qui diligunt eum. Iren. adv. heer. lib. iii. 
c. ]1. p. 186. 

$. Sed, quoniam qui omnia in omnibus operatur Deus est, 
qualis est et quantus est, invisibilis et inenarrabilis est omnibus 
quee ab eo facta sunt, incognitus autem nequaquam : omnia enim 
per Verbum ejus discunt, qui est unus Deus Pater qui continet 
omnia et omnibus esse preestat, quemadmodum in evangelio 
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scriptum est: Deum nemo vidit unquam ; nisi unigenitus Filius, 
qui est in sinu Patris, ipse enarravit. 

Enarrat ergo Filius ab initio Patris, quippe qui ab initio 
est cum Patre, qui et visiones propheticas et divisiones charis- 
matum et ministeria sua et Patris glorificationem consequenter 
et composité ostenderit humano generi apto tempore ad utili- 
tatem. 

Visibilem autem rursus hominibus per multas dispositiones 
ostendens Deum, ne, in totum deficiens, homo cessaret esse. 
Gloria enim Dei vivens homo, vita autem hominis visio Dei. 

Secundum hanc igitur rationem invisibilem videbant Deum. 
Quemadmodum et Esaias ait: Regem Dominum sabaoth vids 
ocults mets: significans, quoniam videbit oculis Deum homo, 
et vocem ejus audiet. Secundum hanc igitur rationem, et Fi- 
lium Dei hominem videbant conversatum cum hominibus; id, 
quod futurum erat, prophetantes; eum, qui nondum aderat, 
adesse dicentes ; et impassibilem passibilem annunciantes ; et 
eum, qui tunc in ccelis, in limum mortis descendisse dicentes. 

Et Verbum quidem loquebatur Moysi, apparens in conspectu 
quemadmodum si quis loquatur ad amicum suum. Moyses 
vero cupivit manifesté videre eum, qui secum loquebatur: et 
dictum est ei; Sta in loco alio petra, et manum meam contegam 
super te. Quando vero transiertt claritas mea, tunc videlns que 
sunt posteriora mea. Facies autem mea non videbitur tibi: non 
enim videt homo faciem meam, et vivet. 

Utraque significans, quoniam et impossibile est homini videre 
Deum, et quoniam per Sapientiam Dei in novissimis temporibus 
videbit Deum homo in eo qui est secundum hominem ejus ad- 
ventus. Et, propter hoc, facie ad faciem confabulatus est cum 
eo in altitudine montis, assistente etiam Helia, quemadmodum 
evangelium retulit, restituens in fine pristinam repromissionem. 
Iren, adv. heer. lib. iv. c. 37. p. 268, 269. Vide etiam que de- 
inceps sequuntur. | | 

4. Visum quidem Deum secundum hominum capacitates, non 
secundum plenitudinem divinitatis. 

Nam patriarche Deum vidisse referuntur, ut Abraham et 
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Isaac; et prophetee, ut Esaias, ut Ezechiel: et tamen mortui 
non sunt. 

Igitur aut mori debuerant, si eum viderant; Deum enim 
nemo videbit, et vivet: aut, si Deum viderunt, et mortui non 
sunt; scriptura mentitar Deum dixisse ; Faciem meam homo si 
viderit, non vivet ; aut scriptura mentitur, cum invisum aut cum 
visum Deum profert. 

Jam ergo alius erit qui videbatur; quia non potest idem in- 
visibilis definiri qui videbatur : et consequens erit, invisibilem 
Patrem intelligamus pro plenitudine majestatis, visibilem vero 
Filium agnoscamus pro modulo derivationis: sicut nec solem 
nobis contemplari licet, quantum ad ipsam substantiee summam 
que est in ccelis; radium autem ejus toleramus oculis pro 
temperatura portionis, que in terram inde porrigitur. 

Ecce enim, et in evangeliis et in apostolis, visibilem et in- 
visibilem Deum deprehendo, sub manifesta et personali dis- 
tinctione conditionis utriusque. 

Exclamat quodammodo Joannes: Deum nemo vidit unquam ; 
utique nec retro. Ademit enim temporis quzestionem, dicendo 
Dominum nunquam visum. 

idem ipsi apostoli, et vidisse se Christum, et contrectasse, 
testantur.— Et vidimus gloriam ejus tanquam unigeniti a Patre, 
utique Filii: scilicet visibilis, glorificati a Patre invisibili. 

Et ideo, quoniam Sermonem Dei Deum dixerat, ne adjuvaret 
adversariorum preesumptionem quasi Patrem ipsum vidisset, 
distinguendum inter invisibilem Patrem, et Filium visibilem, 
superdicit ex abundanti: Deum nemo vidtt unquam. 

Quem Deum? Sermonem? At quin vidimus, et audivimus, 
et contrectavimus, de Sermone vite preedictum est. 

Sed quem Deum? Scilicet Patrem, apud quem Deus erat 
Sermo, unigenitus Filius, qui est in sinu Patris, ipse disseruit. 
Tertull. adv. Prax. § 10. Oper. p. 414, 415, 416. 

5. Kal "Iwavync’ 6 drdarodoc’ Oeov oddelc idpaxe wxwrore’ 6 
Povoyernc Yidc, 6 wy sig roy xédwov rov Tlarpdc, éxtivoc ébyyn- 
garo. To & ddparov cai dppnrov xddroy dvopaoags Oeov, Baboy 


A ® «~ ’ 
abrov KexAnxacey evrevOey revec, we Av repecAngora, kal éyKoAme- 
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odpevoy ra wavra, dvégurdéy re cal dxépayroy. Clem. Alex. 
Strom. lib. v. p. 587. 

Memoria forsitan fretus, Clemens hic povoyenc Oedc, pro 
povoyernc Yidc, scribit. Ut ut sit, quae sit mens sua de Christi 
natura, miré hec prodit lectio. 


TEXT XIV. 
JOHAN. i. 30. 


Oirde tort rept ob éyw elzrov' Orlow pov Epxerat avi, 
S¢ Eumpocbéy pov yéyovev’ Ste wpwrde pou hv. Comp. 
comm. 27, 


Oix cit éyo 6 Xpiordc’ tanpérne eipd, cal obx abOévrnc’ te- 
wrnc eipl, ob Bacireve’—davOpwrog cil, ob Oedc.—Eyw edre- 
Ajo Kat EAdxtoroc’ Epyerac Oe dricw pov Sc EumpooGEér pov éoriv’ 
driow, dia tov xpdvov’ Eumpoober dé, did rov dxpdotroy Kal dvéx- 
ppacroy ric Oedrnrog gH¢. Hippolyt. Homil. in Theophan. c. iit. 
Oper. vol. i. p. 262. 





TEXT XV. 
JOHAN. lil. 13. 


Kai ovdsic avaBéBnxev cic rdv ovpavoy, ec pn 5 & 
Tov ovpavov xaraBdc, 5 Yide rov avOpwrov 6 dv iv ry 
ovpavey. 


Quoniam usque ad summunm, nec quisquam tn coelum ascendit, 
nisi qui de ccelo descendit, Filius hominis qui est in coelis, re- 
petens hoc ipsum dicit: Pater, clarifica me eo honore, quo fui 
apud te antequam mundus esset. 

10 
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. - Ac si de ccelo descendit Verbum hoc tanquam sponsus ad 
carnem, ut per carnis adsumptionem Filius hominis illuc posset 
ascendere unde Dei Filius Verbum descenderat: merito, dum, 
per connexionem mutuam, et caro Verbum Dei gerit, et Filius 
Dei fragilitatem carnis adsumit ; cum sponsa carne conscen- 
dens illuc unde sine carne descenderat, recipit jam claritatem 
illam, quam dum ante mundi institutionem habuisse ostenditur, 
Deus manifestissimé comprobatur. Novat. de Trin. in Oper. 
Tertull. p. 608, 609. 


- 





TEXT XVI. 
JoHANn. v. 46. 


Ei yap émiorebere Mwoy, imiorebere Gv euol’ wept yap 
éuov exeivog Eyparev. 


Bene igitur et Joannes meminit dicentem Deum Judzis : 
Scrutamini Scripturas, in quibus putatis vos vitam eternam 
habere ; tlle sunt, que testimontum perhibent de me; et non 
vultis venire ad me, ut vitam habeatis. Johan. v. 39. 

Quomodo igitur testabantur de eo Scripture, nisi ab uno et 
eodem essent Patre, preestruentes homines de adventu Filii ejus, 
et preenunciantes salutem que est ab eo? Si enim crederetis 
Moysi, crederetis et mihi: de me enim ille scripsit. 

Scilicet quod inseminatus est ubique in Scripturis ejus Filius 
Dei, aliquando quidem cum Abraham loquens, aliquando cum 
eodem comesurus, aliquando autem Sodomitis inducens judi- 
cium: et rursus, cum videtur et in viam dirigit Jacob, et de 
rubo loquitur cum Moyse. Et non est numerum dicere in 
quibus a Moyse ostenditur Filius Dei: cujus et diem passionis 
non ignoravit; sed figuratim preenunciavit eum, Pascha no- 
minans. Iren. adv. her. lib. iv. c. 23. p. 248. 
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TEXT XVII. 
JOHAN. vi. 62. 


"Edy obv Oewpire rdv vidv rov avOpwrov avaBalvovra 


Sirov iv TO mpdrepor ; 


1. Quod si de ccelo missus.a Patre est, non utique homo 
tantum est: homo enim, ut diximus, de ccelo venire non 
potuit. 

Non igitur ibi ante homo fuit: sed illuc ascendit, ubi non 
fuit. 

' Descendit autem Dei Verbum, quod ibi fuit: Verbum, in- 
quam, Dei; et Deus, per quem facta sunt omnia, et sine quo 
factum est nihil. 

Non igitur homo inde sic de ccelis venit; sed Dei Sermo, id 
est Deus, inde descendit. 

Homo est enim cum Deo junctus, et Deus cum homine 
copulatus. Novat. de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p 619. 

2. Kat rept row eireiy rov adnOivor "Incovy réov Occ "Iopanr, 
Sre Otrw dvaBéBnxa xpoc ror Harépa pov, obvdérw hoay Oewph- 
caytec abroy dvepydpevoy Srov hy TO mpdrepoy. 

Abrov gore gwvi rov ¢vOpwmiobévrog Oeov Adyov, ro, "Eav 
avy tonre rov vidy rov dvOpwrov dvafalvovra Sxov iv ro xpd- 
repov; xal ro, Obdeic dvaBeBnxev cic rov obpavdy, el pt 6 
éx rov ov¥pavov KxaraPdc, 6 vidg Tov dyOpwrov 6 oy ev Te 
ovparg. | 

Aibroc éyévero pot eic Gedy cal Koptov "Inoovy 6 elg dv Adyog: 
pla abrod ixdoracic, kal ty xpdowror' abréc éorwy g brerayn Ta 
wavra rapa rov Harpdéc’ ox wy éXdrrwy rov Iarpdc, brép huey 
wpoonvtaro, Aéywv’ Tdrep Gye, dyiacoy avrove, ripnooy ab- 
rovc. Dionys. Alex. adv. Paul. Samos, Quest. x. Oper. 
p- 274. 
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TEAT XVIII. 
JOHAN. Vili. 23. 


oo D) oo a os 
Kat elirev avroig: “Ypeic tk rwv KatTw tori, éyw ek TwY 
os -~ 9 bd 
ava eiul* dueic tk Tov Kécpou Tobrou zoT?, éyw ouK Eiul Ek 
Trou Kdcpou Trovrou. 


Si homo tantummodo Christus, quomodo dicit: Vos ex tn- 
ferioribus estis, ego de sursum sum ; vos de hoc mundo estis, ego 
non sum de hoc mundo ? 

Ideo, autem, si omnis homo ex hoc mundo est; et, ideo, in 
hoc mundo est Christus: an homo tantummodo est? Absit. 

Sed considera quod ait: Ego non sum de hoc mundo. 

Nunquid ergo mentitur cum ex hoc mundo sit, si homo tan- 
tummodo sit? Aut, si non mentitur, non est ex hoc mundo. 

Non ergo homo tantummodo est, quia ex hoc mundo non est. 

Sed, ne lateret quis esset, expressit unde esset. Ego, inquit, 
de sursum sum ; hoc est de ccelo : unde homo venire non potest, 
non enim in ceelo factus est. 

Deus est, ergo, qui de sursum est ; et, idcirco, de hoc mundo 
non est: quanquam etiam quodammodo ex hoc mundo est; 
unde non Deus tantum est Christus, sed et homo. 

Ut merito quomodo non est ex hoc mundo, secundum Verbi 
divinitatem ; ita ex hoc mundo sit, secundum suscepti eorporis 
fragilitatem : homo est enim cum Deo junctus, et Deus cum 
homine copulatus. Novat. de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p. 619. 








TEXT XIX. 
JOHAN. vill. 56—58. xvii. 5. 


"ABpadp 6 rarip buoy HyadAcacaro, iva i8y riv juépav 
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Ti euhv® Kat elde, cat 2xdpyn. Eloy ovy of lovdaitor 100 
aurév’ Ievrixovra ttn ovmw Exec, xat ABpaau iwpaxac ; 
Elrev avroic 6 “Incovc’ ’Apiy apy Abyw sytv, moiv 
"ABoadpy yevéoOa, eyw eime. 

Kai viv ddEacov pe, od Tldrep, rapa ocaura, ry dey 7 
elxov, 700 TOU Tov Kdapoy Elva, rapa col. 


1. Ipse igitur Christus cum Patre vivorum est Deus, qui et 
locutus est Moysi, qui et patribus manifestatus est. 

At, hoc ipsum docens, dicebat Judzeis: Abraham, pater vester, 
exultavit, ut videret diem meum ; et vidit, et gavisus est. 

Quid enim credidit Abraham Deo, et deputatum est ei ad 
justiciam ? | 

Primum quidem, quoniam ipse est factor cceliet terre solus 
Deus: deinde autem, quoniam faciet semen ejus quasi stellas 
ceeli. 

Justé igitur derelinquens terrenam cognationem omnem, se- 
quebatur Verbum Dei, cum Verbo peregrinans, ut cum Verbo 
moraretur. Iren. adv. her. lib. iv.c. 11, 12. p. 239. 

2. In eo autem, quod amicos Dei dicit suos discipulos, mani- 
festé ostendit se esse Verbum Dei: quem et Abraham, volun- 
tarié et sine vinculis, propter generositatem fidei sequens, amicus 
factus est Dei. 

Sed neque Abrahe amicitiam, propter indigentiam, assumpsit 
Dei Verbum, existens ab initio perfectus: Antequam, enim, 
Abraham esset, ego sum; inquit : sed ut Abrahz donaret ipse 
geternam vitam existens bonus, quoniam amicitia Dei immor- 
talitatis est condonatrix his qui aggrediuntur eam. 

Igitur-initio, non quasi indigens, Deus hominem plasmavit 
Adam ; sed ut haberet, in quem collocaret sua beneficia. Non 
solum ante Adam, sed et ante omnem conditionem, glorificabat 
Verbum Patrem suum manens in eo: et ipse a Patre glorifica- 
batur. Quemadmodum ipse ait: Pater, clarifica me claritate, 

VOL. I. Z 
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quam habui apud te priusquam mundus fieret. Tren. adv. her. 
lib. iv. c. 27, 28. p. 253, 254. 

8. Qui legunt ergo hominis filium hominem Christum Jesum, 
legant hunc eundem et Deum et Dei Filium nuncupatum. 

Nam, quomodo est, qua homo, ex Abraham : sic est etiam, 
qua Deus, ante ipsum Abraham. 

Et quomodo, qua homo, filius David: ita Dominus David, 
qua Deus, nuncupatus est. 

Et quomodo, qua homo, sub Lege factus est: ita, qua Deus, 
sabbati Dominus expressus est. 

Et quomodo post mundum, qua homo, nascitur: sic ante 
mundum, qua Deus, fuisse perhibetur. 

Et quomodo ex semine David, qua homo, genitus est: sic 
ita per ipsum, qua Deum, mundus dicitur institutus. 

Et quomodo, qua homo, post multos: ita, qua Deus, ante 
omnes. . 

Et quomodo ceteris, qua homo, inferior: sic omnibus, qua 
Deus, major. 

Et quomodo in ccelum, qua homo, ascendit: sic inde, qua 
Deus, ante descendit. Novat. de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. 
p- 607. 

4. Si homo tantummodo Christus, quomodo inquit: Ante 
Abraham ego sum? | 

Nemo enim hominum ante eum potest esse, ex quo ipse est :" 
nec potest fieri, ut quicquam prius fuerit ante illum, ex quo 
ipsam originem sumpsit. Sed enim Christus cum ex Abraham 
sit, ante Abraham esse se dicit. Aut mentitur igitur, et fallit ; 
si ante Abraham non fuit, qui ex. Abraham fuit : aut non fallit ; 
sietiam Deus est, dum ante Abraham fuit. Quod nisi fuisset, 
consequenter cum ex Abraham fuisset, ante Abraham esse 
non posset. Novat.de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p. 620. Vide 
etiam Orig. cont. Cels. lib. viii. p. 386. cit. infra sub Johan, 
x. 30. 
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TEXT XX. 
JOHAN. x, 30. 


"Ey xai 6 Tlario fv zopev. 


1. Apud nos autem solus Filius Patrem novit: et sinum 
Patris ipse exposuit : et omnia apud Patrem audivit et vidit ; et, 
quee mandatus est a Patre, ea et loquitur. Nec suam, sed 
Patris, perfecit voluntatem : quam de proximo, imo de initio, 
noverat. Quis enim scit que sint in Deo, nisi Spiritus qui in 
ipso est ? 

Sermo ergo et in Patre semper, sicut dicit; Ego in Patre; 
et apud Deum semper, sicut scriptum est; Et Sermo erat 
apud Deum: et nunquam separatus a Patre, aut alius a Patre ; 
quia Ego et Pater unum sumus. 

Hec erit probola veritatis, custos unitatis, qua prolatum di- 
cimus Filium a Patre, sed non separatum. Tertull. adv. Prax. 
§ 6. Oper. p. 409. 

2. Ego et Pater unum sumus. 

Hic ergo jam gradum volunt figere stulti, imo ceeci, qui non 
videant: primo, Ego et Pater, duorum esse significationem ; 
dehinc in novissimo sumus, non ex unius esse persona, quod 
pluraliter dictum est; tum quod Unum sumus, non Unus 
sumus. 

Si enim dixisset, quod Unus sumus, potuisset adjuvare sen- 
tentiam illorum. Unus enim singularis numeri significatio 
videtur. 

Adhuc, cum duo, masculini generis, Unum dicit neutrali 
verbo, quod non pertinet ad singularitatem, sed ad unitatem, 
ad similitudinem, ad conjunctionem, ad dilectionem Patris qui 
Filium diligit, et ad obsequium Filii qui voluntati Patris ob- 
. sequitur. 

Unum sumus, dicens, Ego et Pater ; ostendit, duos esse, quos 
eequat et jungit. Tertull. adv. Prax. § 15. Oper. p. 422, 423. 

zZ2 
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8. Post Philippum et totam substantiam queestionis istius, 
que in finem evangelii perseverant in eodem genere sermonis, 
quo Pater et Filius in sua proprietate distinguitur, Paracletum 
quoque a Patre se postulaturum, quum ascendisset ad Patrem, 
et missurum repromittit et quidem alium, sed jam preemisimus 
quomodo alium: ceterum de meo sumet, inquit, sicut ipse de 
Patris. 

Ita connexus Patris in Filio, et Filii in Paracleto, tres efficit 
coheerentes, alterum ex altero: qui tres unum sunt, non unus ; 
quomodo dictum est, Ego et Pater unum sumus: ad substantie 
unitdtem, non ad numeri singularitatem. Tertull. adv. Prax. 
§ 15. Oper. p. 425. 

4. Si homo tantummodo Christus, quid est quod ait: Ego 
et Pater unum sumus ? 

Quomodo enim Ego et Pater unum sumus, si non et Deus est 
et Filius, qui idcirco Unum potest dici, dum ex ipso est, et dum 
Filius ejus est, et dum ex ipso nascitur, dum ex ipso proces- 
sisse reperitur, per quod et Deus est. Quod cum invidiosum 
Judeei putassent, et blasphemum credidissent, eo quod se osten- 
derat his sermonibus Christum esse Deum, ac propterea ad 
Japides concurrissent, et saxorum ictus injicere gestissent ; ex- 
emplo et testimonio Scripturarum adversarios suos fortiter re- 
futavit. 

St sllos, inquit, dixit deos ad quos verba facta sunt, et non 
potest solv: Scriptura : quem Pater sanctificavit, et misit in hunc 
mundum, vos dicitis quia blasphemas, quia dizi, Filius Det sum 
ego? 

Quibus vocibus neque se negavit Deum, quinimo Deum se 
esse firmavit. Nam, quia sine dubitatione dei esse dicuntur ad 
quos verba facta sunt, multo magis hic Deus qui melior illis 
omnibus invenitur. Et nihilominus calumniosam blasphemiam 
dispositione legitima congruenter refutavit: Deum se sic in- 
telligi vult, ut Filium Dei, et non ipsum Patrem vellet intelligi. 
Missum enim se esse dixit, et multa opera se ex Patre osten- 
disse monstravit; ex quo, non Patrem se, sed Filium, esse in- 
telligi voluit: et, in ultima parte defensionis, Filii non Patris 
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fecit mentionem, dicendo; Vos dicitis quia blasphemas, quia 
dixt Filius Det sus. 

Ita, quod ad crimen blasphemiz pertinet, Filium se, non Pa- 
trem, dicit: quod autem ad divinitatem spectet ipsius, Ego et 
Pater unum sumus dicendo, Filium se esse et Deum probavit. 

Deus est ergo : Deus autem sic, ut Filius sit, non Pater. No- 
vat. de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p. 620, 621. Vide etiam Clem. 
Alex. Peedag. lib. i. c. 8. p. 113. 

5. Dicit Dominus: Ego et Pater unum sumus. Et iterum, 
de Patre et Filio et Spiritu Sancto, scriptum est: Et hi tres 
unum sunt. Et quisquam credit, hanc unitatem, de divina veri- 
tate venientem, sacramentis ccelestibus coherentem, scindi in 
Ecclesia posse, et voluntatum collidentium divortio separari ? 
Hanc unitatem qui non tenet, Dei legem non tenet, non tenet 
Patris et Filii fidem, et veritatem non tenet ad salutem. Cyprian. 
de unit. Eccles. Oper. vol. i. p. 109. 

6. Aexréoy d€ kai mwpog rovro, Sri, eiwep Evevornxer 6 Kédaoc ro, 
"Eye cat 6 Hardp Ev éopev: nai ro év edvyp cipnuévoy vxo rot 
Yiod rov Oeod Ev rG, ‘Oc éyw nal ou iv ésopev ove av gero hdc 
kal @dXov Oeparevery rapa roy emi waot Oedv. ‘O yap Iarnp, 
pnoly, ev Euol, xdyw év rp Iarpi. 

Ri dé ric éx rovrwy meptoracBheerat, 4) wi) abvropodovper mpdc 
rove dyatpouvra¢ dvd elvac brooracetc Harépa cal Yidw émorn- 
oarw To, Hy o€ ravrwy rév morevodyrwy 4 Kapdia Kad 4 Wu) 
pla, iva Oewphon ro, "Ey cal 6 Iarnp év eoper. 

"Eva ody Ocov, we drodedwxaper, rov Ilarépa xal roy Yior, 
Oepareioper’ cal péver huty & wpdc rove Gddove drevic Adyoc’ 
cal ob roy évayyxée ye gavévra, dc mpdrepoy odk Syra, brepOpno- 
kevopev. Abr@ ydp weOdpueba rp cixdvre, Tipiv "AGpadp yevéo- 
Bat, éyw ciue? cad A€yorri, "Eyw elpe } adAOaa. Kar oby obrw 
tic Hudy gory dydpawodoy, we oierOat, Sri rig dAnOelac oicia 
po THY xpdywy Tic TOU Xptorov éexipavelac odK hy. 

Opnoxeboper obv roy Ilarépa ritc dAnOelac cal roy Yiov rhy ddq- 
Oevav, dvra dvo TH Yroordoet xpaypara, ty dé rH dpovolg Kai 
TH cupgwvig kal ri raurdrnre rov BovAhparoc’ we roy Ewpaxdra 


roy Yidy (dvra dxavyaopa rig Odénc, Kal yapaxrijpa rij¢ vro- 


342 THE APOSTOLICITY (APP. I. 


oracewe Tov Ocod) Ewpaxévar év adbrp, Ove eixdve rov Oeod, ror 
Oey. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. viii. p. 385, 386. Vide etiam 
Dionys. Roman. apud Athan. Epist. de Synod. Nic. cont. beer. 
Arian. decret. Oper. vol. i. p. 422, 423. 





TEXT XXI. 


JOHAN. xiii. 3, 4. 


Eidwe 6 “Incove, drt wavra Sldwxev airy 5 Tarp sic 
Tag xélipac, kat Ste avd Osov 2E7ADe nal wod¢c rov Osdv 
umayel, éyelperat tx Tov Selrvov, cat rlOnor ta iuaria, «at 
AaBay A€vriov SéZwoev éavrdv. 


1.°O Kupwoc rpuBAly éx&wWaro ebredei, kal xaréxdtvey rove 
pabnrds ex rifg réac xapal cal rove wédac Emxrey abrdy, oa- 
Barve reptlwodpevoc, 6 drudoc Oedc cat Kopi ray Sdwy, obk 
dpyvpoty 61 wodornrijpa wepedépwv dx’ obpavov. Clem. Alex. 
Peedag. lib. ii. c. 8. Oper. p. 161. 

2. Est ergo Deus Pater omnium institutor et creator, solus 
originem nesciens, invisibilis, immensus, immortalis, eeternus, 
unus Deus, cujus neque magnitudini neque majestati neque 
virtuti quicquam non dixerim preferri, sed nec comparari 
potest. 

Ex quo, quando ipse voluit, Sermo Filius natus est: qui, non 
sono percussi sris, aut tono coacte de visceribus vocis, accipi- 
tur; sed in substantia prolate a Deo virtutis agnoscitur : cujus 
sacree et divine nativitatis arcana nec apostolus didicit, nec 
prophetes comperit, nec angelus scivit, nec creatura cognovit ; 
Filio soli nota sunt, qui Patris secreta cognovit. 

Hic ergo, cum sit genitus a Patre, semper est in Patre. Sem- 
per autem sic dico, ut non innatum, sed natum, probem. Sed 
qui ante omne tempus est, semper in Patre fuisse dicendus est. 
Nec enim tempus illi assignari potest, qui ante tempus est. 
Semper enim in Patre, ne Pater non semper sit Pater: quin et 





NUMB. I. ] OF TRINITARIANISM. 343 


Pater illum etiam quadam ratione preecedit, quod necesse est 
quodammodo prior sit qua Pater sit. Quoniam aliquo pacto 
antecedat necesse est eum, qui habet originem, ille qui originem 
nescit. 

Hic ergo, quando Pater voluit, processit ex Patre: et, qui 
in Patre fuit, quia ex Patre fuit, cum Patre postmodum fuit, 
quia ex Patre prccessit: substantia scilicet illa divina, cujus 
nomen est Verbum, per quod facta sunt omnia, et sine quo 
factum est nihil. 

Omnia enim post ipsum sunt, quia per ipsum sunt: et merito 
ipse est ante omnia, quando per illum facta sunt omnia, qui 
processit ex eo ex cujus voluntate facta sunt omnia: Deus uti- 
que, procedens ex Deo, secundam personam efficiens, sed non 
eripiens illud Patri quod unus est Deus. 

Si enim natus fuisset innatus, comparatus cum eo qui esset 
innatus, sequatione in utroque ostensi duos faceret innatos: et 
ideo duos faceret Deos, si non genitus esset, collatus cum eo 
qui genitus non esset ; et, sequales inventi, duos Deos merito 
reddidissent non geniti: atque ideo duos Christus reddidisset 
Deos, si sine origine esset, ut Pater inventus, et ipse principium 
omnium ut Pater, duo faciens principia, duos ostendisset nobis 
consequenter et Deos. ’ 

Aut, si et ipse Filius non esset, sed Pater generans de se 
alterum Filium, merito collatus cum Patre, et tantus denotatus 
duos Patres effecisset, et ideo duos approbasset etiam Deos. 

Christus autem non innatus est, sed ex Patre est, quia geni- 
tus est: sive dum Verbum est, sive dum Virtus est, sive dum 
Sapientia est, sive dum Lux est, sive dum Filius est, et quic- 
quid horum est dum non aliunde est; quando, sicut dicimus 
jam superius, ex Patre, Patri suo originem suam debens, dis- 
cordiam divinitatis de numero duorum Deorum facere non 
potuit, qui ex illo qui est unus Deus originem nascendo con- 
traxit: quo genere dum et unigenitus est et primogenitus ex - 
illo est, quia originem non habet, unus est omnium rerum et 
principium et caput. 

Est ergo Deus; sed in hoc ipsum genitus, ut esset Deus. 
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Est et Dominus; sed in hoc ipsum natus ex Patre, ut esset 
Dominus. Est et Angelus; sed, ad annunciandum magnum 
Dei consilium, ex Patre suo Angelus destinatus. 

Cujus sic divinitas traditur, ut non dissonantia divinitatis 
duos Deos reddidisse videatur. Subjectis enim ei quasi Filio 
omnibus rebus a Patre, Patris quidem sui Filius probatur; 
ceterorum autem et Dominus et Deus esse reperitur. 

Ex quo, dum huic, qui est Deus, omnia substrata traduntur, 
et cuncta sibi subjecta Filius accepta refert Patri; totam di- 
vinitatis auctoritatem rursus illi remittit: unde unus Deus os- 
tenditur verus et zeternus Pater, a quo solo hec vis divinitatis 
emissa, etiam in Filium tradita et directa, rursum per substan- 
tiee communionem ad Patrem revolvitur. 

Deus quidem ostenditur Filius, cui divinitas tradita et por- 
recta conspicitur: et tamen nihilominus unus Deus Pater pro- 
batur, dum gradatim reciproco meatu illa majestas atque 
divinitas ad Patrem, qui dederat eam, rursum ab illo ipso Filio 
missa revertitur et retorquetur. Ut merito Deus Pater omnium 
Deus sit, et principium Filii sui quem Dominum genuit: Filius 
autem ceeterorum omnium Deus sit, quoniam omnibus illum 
Deus Pater preeposuit quem genuit. 

Ita mediator Dei et hominum Christus Jesus omnis creature 
subjectam sibi habens a Patre proprio potestatem qua Deus est, 
cum tota creatura subdita sibi concors Patri suo Deo inventus, 
unum et solum et verum Deum Patrem suum, manente in illo 
quod etiam auditus est, breviter approbavit. Novat. de Trin. 
in Oper. Tertull. p. 633, 634. 


TEXT XXII. 


JOHAN, xiv. 8, 9, 10. 


Aéyet autqm Pidiwrog’ Kipte, detEov nyiv rov Tlarépa, 
kal apkel nuiv. Aéye avty 6 "Inoovc’ Toaovrov xpdvoy 
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peO dev eit, Kal ovx Eyvwxac pe, PlAarwe; “O iwpaxwc 
gud, &Jpaxe tov Ilarépa’ Kat mwe ov Abyetc, ActEov hyiv 
rov [larépa; Ov morevec, rt tyw tv rw Taret, xat 6 Ma- 
Tno év tuol éart; 


1. Et Dominus autem Philippo, volenti Patrem videre, re- 
spondit: Tanto tempore vobiscum sum, et me non cognovistis ? 
Philippe, qui videt me, videt et Patrem meum. Quomodo tu 
dicts, Ostende nobis Patrem? Ego enim in Patre, et Pater in 
me est: et amodo cognovistis eum, et ordistts eum. Quibus ergo 
Dominus testimonium dixit, quoniam et cognoverunt in ipso et 
viderunt Patrem: Pater autem veritas. Iren. adv. her. lib. 
il. c. 13. p. 197. 

2. Si Filium nolunt secundum a Patre reputari, ne secundus 
duos faciat Deos dici, ostendimus etiam duos Deos in Scriptura 
relatos et duos Dominos: et tamen, ne de isto scandalizentur, 
rationem reddidimus, qua Dii non duo dicantur nec Domini ; 
sed, qua Pater et Filius, duo: et hoc non ex separatione sub- 
stantize, sed ex dispositione, quum individuum et inseparatum 
Filium a Patre pronunciamus, nec statu sed gradu alium, qui 
et si Deus dicatur, quando nominatur singularis, non ideo duos 
Deos faciat sed unum, hoc ipso quod et Deus ex unitate Patris 
vocari habeat, sed argumentationibus eorum adhuc retundendis, 
opera preebenda est, si quid de Scripturis ad sententiam suam 
excerpent, czetera nolentes intueri, quee et ipsa regulam servant, 
et quidem salva unione divinitatis et monarchiz sonitu. Nam, 
sicut, in veteribus, nihil aliud tenent, quam; Ego Deus, et alius 
preter me non est: ita, in evangelio, responsionem Domini ad 
Philippum tuentur; Ego et Pater unum sumus; et, Quit me 
viderit, vidit et Pairem; et, Ego in Patre, et Pater tn me. 
Tertull. adv. Prax. § 14. Oper. p. 419, 420. 

3. Toootrov xpévov peO’ ipay cigs, Kat ovK Eyvwxde pe, Di- 
Aurwe ; Tovro 0’ cipnxey airy abwoarre cai Néyorre’ Aciloy jpiv 
roy Ilarépa, xat apxet fiv. Nozoag ric ovy, wac det daxovey 
wept povoyevouc Oeov Yiov rov Oeov, ro’ mpwroroKov waonc Kri- 
cewc, xaOdre 6 Adyoo yéyove aapt, operat, ric, ldwy ric ry 

12 
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elxdva rov doparov Qeov, yrwoerat roy Ilarépa cai ronnr)y rove 
rov wayréc. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. vil. p. 361. 





TEXT XXIII. 
JOHAN. xvi. 28. 


"EENAVoy rapa rov Ilarpoc, cat 2AjAvOa tic Tov Kéopov’ 
tA > ? A} 0? QA LY 
wad aginut rov xédopov, Kal mopebouat mooc Tov Tlarépa. 


1. "Ext Eva "Inoovv Xprorov rov ag’ Evoc Tlarpog wpoed Berra, 
kat eic Eva Svra Kal xwphoarra. Ignat. Epist. ad Magnes. 
§ vii. Cotel. Patr. Apost. vol. ii. p. 19. 

2. ‘O "Inooic, Yidg dy Ccov, cat rpiv EvavOpwrijcat, cal evav- 
Opwrhoac, drodeikyvrat. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. iii. p. 119. 

8. Si homo tantummodo Christus, quomodo dicit; Ego ex 
Deo prodt et veni: cum constet, hommem a Deo factum esse, 
non ex Deo processisse ? 

Ex Deo autem homo quomodo non processit, sic Dei Verbum 
processit, de quo dictum est: Eructavit cor meum Verbum 
bonum. Quod quoniam ex Deo est, merito et apud Deum est: 
quodque quia non otiosé prolatum, merito omnia facit. Omnia 
enim per ipsum facta sunt, et sine tpso factum est nihil. 

Sed enim hoc Verbum, per quod factasunt omnia. Et Deus, 
inquit, erat Verbum. Deus ergo processit ex Deo: dum qui 
processit Sermo Deus est, qui processit ex Deo. Novat. de 
Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p. 620. 





TEXT XXIV. 


JOHAN. XVii. 3. 


Adrn torly 4 alwviog Gwin, iva ywwuioxwol ot tov povoy 
aAdnOivov Beor, ad dv artoreAag Incovy Xprordv. 


od 


NUMB. I. ] OF TRINITARIANISM. 347 


1. Si homo tantummodo Christus, quare credendi nobis talem 
regulam posuit, quo diceret: Hac est autem vita eterna, ut 
sciant te unum et verum Deum, et quem misisti Jesum Christum ? 

Si noluisset se etiam Deum intelligi, cur addidit, Ht quem 
misistt Jesum Christum ; nisi quoniam et Deum accipi voluit ? 
Quoniam, si se Deum nollet intelligi, addidisset; Zt quem 
misists hominem Jesum Christum: nunc autem neque addidit, 
nec se hominem nobis tantummodo Christus tradidit ; sed Deo 
junxit, ut et Deum per hanc conjunctionem, sicut est, intelligi 
vellet. 

Est ergo credendum, secundum prescriptam regulam, in 
Dominum unum verum Deum, et in eum quem misit Jesum 
Christum consequenter: qui se nequaquam Patri, ut diximus, 
junxisset, nisi Deum quoque intelligi vellet. Separasset enim 
ab eo, si Deum intelligi se noluisset : inter homines enim tan- 
tummodo se conlocasset, si hominem se esse tantummodo sciret ; 
nec cum Deo junxisset, sise non et Deum nosset. Nunc et de 
homine tacet, quoniam hominem illum nemo dubitat: et Deo se 
jungit merito, ut credituris divinitatis suze formulam poneret. 
Novat. de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p. 621, 622. Vide etiam 
Ibid. p. 633, 634. ut sup. cit. in Johan. xiii. 3, 4. 

2. Odw éopév NOwv oddeplay aicOnow éxdvrwy Oeparevral, 
d\Aa pdvov Geo tov xpo wayrwy Kal éxl adytwv* cai Ere rod 
Xptorov a’rov, Syrwe Osod¥ Adyou rpo alwywy, Eopev Opnoxevral. 
Melit. Apol. in Chron. Pasch. ad a.p. 164, 165. apud Routh, 
Rel. Sacr. vol. i. p. 112. 

8. Quod enim, in evangeliis et in apostolorum cpistolis, Jesu 
Christi nomen insinuatur ad remissionem peccatorum ; non ita 
est, quasi, aut sine Patre, aut contra Patrem, prodesse cuiquam 
solus Filius posset : sed ut Judeis, qui jactitabant se Patrem 
habere, ostenderetur, quod nihil eis Pater profuturus esset, nisi 
in Filium crederent quem ille misisset. Nam, qui Deum Patrem 
creatorem sciebant, Filium quoque Christum scire debebant ; 
ne sibi blandirentur et plauderent de solo Patre sine Filii ejus 
agnitione: qui et dicebat ; Nemo venit ad Patrem nist per me. 
Duorum autem cognitionem esse que salvet, idem ipse mani- 
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festat, dicens: Hac est vita eterna, ut cognoscant te solum et 
verum Deum, et quem misistt Jesum Christum. Cyprian. Epist. 
Ixxiii. Oper. vol. ii. p. 205. 





TEXT XXV. 
JOHAN. xvil. 5. 


Kai viv dd&acov pe, od Ilareo, Tapa ceauty, TH dd&y D 


a 4 -~ 4 bY 
ELXOV, TPO TOV TOV KdopoOY Elval, Tapa Goi. 


1. Si homo tantummodo Christus, quomodo dicit: Et nunc 
honorifica me gloria, quam habebam apud te priusquam mundus 
esset ? 

Si, antequam mundus esset, gloriam habuit apud Deum, et 
claritatem tenuit apud Patrem ; ante mundum fuit: nec enim 
habuisset gloriam, nisi ipse prius fuisset qui gloriam posset te- 
nere. Nemo enim habere aliquid poterit, nisi ante ipse fuerit 
qui aliquid tenet. Sed enim Christus habet gloriam ante mundi 
institutionem. Ergo ante institutionem mundi fuit. 

Nisi, enim, ante institutionem mundi esset; ante mundi in- 
stitutionem gloriam habere non posset, quum ipse non esset. 
Sed enim homo gloriam ante mundi institutionem habere non 
potuit, qui post mundum fuit. Christus autem habuit. Ante 
mundum igitur fuit. 

Non igitur homo tantummodo fuit, qui ante mundum fuit. 
Deus est igitur, quoniam ante mundum fuit, et gloriam ante 
mundum tenuit. Novat. de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p. 622. 

2. "Ered 6 povoyerc Tov Osov Adyoc, Geog vrapywy ex 
Ocod, Kexévexev Eavroy kara Tac ypaddc, Kabeic EBeAovTI¢ EauTOY 
cic Orep otk hy, cal rnv Adokay raurny capxa hpréoyxero, ower 
kat brepvovebac A€yerat, Kal we obk Exwy Ota TO avOpwrivoy 
povovory! kal év yaptrog polipa AdpuBaver To Gyvopa TO bxép way 


w ‘ 4 ~ ’ ’ iA 
ovopa, Kata THy Tov paxaptou IlavAov gwryyy. 
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"AAN’ Fv, TO xpijpa Kalro &dnBéc, ob ddore de év dpyy ray 
oik évovruv air@ puotkic, woddov ye Kai dei" vooiro & dy par- 
Aov avagoirnore cai dvadpomy) mpoc To év apyh Kar obcwdwe Kar 
dvar0PrnOyrwe txapyoy abr¢@. 

Tovydprot kal tpaoxey 6 ric avOpwrérnroc Tro opixponperéc 
brodove oixovopecdc’ Idrep, ddkacdy pe ri odin yf elyor, cal ra 
etic’ dei yap hy év doin Oeorperci rp idly cvvurdpywy vyevyhropt 
mp0 Tavrog aiwvocg Kal ypdyou Kai rjc Tov Kéopov KkaraBodXjfc. 


Hippol. Comment. in Gen. Oper. vol. ii. p. 29. 





4 


TEXT XXVI. 
JOHAN. xx. 28. 


Kai amexol0n 6 Owpac, kal elev airy’ ‘O Kiptocg pov 
kai 6 Oedc¢ pov. | 


1. Quod si, cum nullius sit nisi Dei cordis nosse secreta, 
Christus secreta conspicit cordis; quod si, cum nullius sit nisi 
Dei peccata dimittere, idem Christus peccata dimittit; quod si, 
cum nullius sit hominis de ceelo venire, de ccelo veniendo de- 
scendit ; quod si, cum nullius hominis heec vox esse possit Ego 
et Pater unum sumus, hanc vocem de conscientia divinitatis 
Christus solus edicit; quod si postremo omnibus divinitatis 
Christi probationibus et rebus instructus apostolus Thomas, 
respondens Christo, Dominus meus et Deus meus dicit ; quod si 
et apostolus Paulus, Quorum, inquit, patres, et ex quibus Chris- 
tus secundum carnem, qui est super omnia Deus benedictus in 
secula, in suis literis scribit; quod si idem se apostolum, non 
ab hominibus, sed per Jesum Christum, accepisse contendit : 
merito Deus est Christus. Novat. de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. 
p- 609. 

2, Quod Deus Christus.—Item, in evangelio cata Joannem: 
In principio erat Sermo ; et Sermo erat apud Deum ; et Deus erat 
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Sermo. Item, in eodem, Dominus ad Thomam: Injice huc 
digitum tuum ; et vide manus meas ; et noli esse incredulus, sed 
fedelis. Respondit Thomas, et dixit sli: Dominus meus, et Deus 
meus. Cyprian. adv. Jud. lib. ii. § 6. Oper. vol. i. p. 34, 35. 

8. ‘O dé éx vexpiv avaordcg Xptordc axéBave cal ELnoev, 
iva cal vexpor kal Cwvrwy Kupeton’ Sede yap Eéore pio, 6 Kupt- 
evwy roy dnavrwy* kal dvaorag Kal éxcyvwobeic ex rev Tpauparey 
Oede elvat adn Oivdg, 6 cravpwHele xa dvacrac, Sporipwe re Cede 
Kupwe tro rov Owe xnpurrdpevoc’ 6 yap Kipwc 6 Cede, Exwr 
éy xEpoly abrov rove pwAwrac, dvéorn, 6 rerpauriopévoc Ot huac* 
Ged yap rev droordd\wy 6 Ynragnbelc, ob Puce AvOpwroc, GANG 
gvoe Oedc, 6 KAnpovduoe rév EOveyv Kal kplywy wacay Thy yijr, 
Ge yéyparra, ’Avdora 6 Cede, kpivoy riv yijy, dre ov karaxdn- 
povouhaec éy waar roic EOveoty® Yidg Oeov Adyoc dy 6 Xprorag, 
6 KAnpovdpoc, dxéBavey torepov pera rove dovdAove abrov rove 
Tpogirac, we avroc, gnoly, Ev evayyenriore elxe mpdc rovg aro- 
xrelvavrac rovg xpophrac. Dionys. Alex. Epist. adv. Paul. Sa- 
mos. Oper. p. 210. 


TEXT XXVII. 
Rom. ix. 5. 


"Qv of warépec, xa 2 dv 6 Xovord¢ 7rd card odoxa, 5 


Oy int ravrwy Osd¢ evrAoynroe ei¢ Tove alwvac. "Aphv. 


1. Hic est Emanuel, ne forte tantum eum hominem puta- 
remus. Non enim ex voluntate carnis, neque ex voluntate 
viri, sed ex voluntate Dei, Verbum caro factum est: neque 
alium quidem Jesum suspicemur fuisse; sed unum et eundem 
sciremus Deum esse. Hoc ipsum interpretatus est Paulus, 
scribens ad Romanos—de Israel : Quorum patres, et ex quibus 
Christus secundum carnem, qui est Deus super omnes benedictus 
in secula. Iren. adv. heer. lib. iii. c. 18. p. 208. 
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2. De resurrectione, inquit, mortuorum, non legistis quod 
dictum est a Deo, dicente: Ego sum Deus Abraham, Deus 
Isaac, et Deus Jacob? Et adjecit: Non est Deus mortuorum, 
sed viventium ; omnes enim ei vivunt. 

Per hec itaque manifestum fecit, quoniam is, qui de rubo 
locutus est Moysi, et manifestavit se esse Deum patrum, hic 
est viventium Deus. Quis enim est vivorum Deus, nisi gus 
est super omnia Deus, et super quem alius non est Deus ?— | 

Qui igitur a prophetis adorabatur Deus vivus, hic est vivorum 
Deus et Verbum ejus, qui et locutus est Moysi, qui et Saddu- 
czeos redarguit, qui-et resurrectionem et Dominum ostendit. 

Si enim Deus mortuorum non est, sed viverum ; hic autem 
dormientium patrum Deus dictus est: indubitaté vivunt Deo, 
et non perierunt, cum sint filil resurrectionis. 

Resurrectio autem ipse Dominus est: quemadmodum ipse 
ait: Ego sum resurrectio et vita. Patres autem ejus filii: dic- 
tum est autem a propheta; Pro patribus tuts factt sunt tibi 
files tut. 

Ipse igitur Christus cum Patre vivorum est Deus, qui et 
locutus est Moysi, qui et patribus manifestatus est. Iren. adv. 
her. lib. iv. c. 11. p. 238, 239. 

8. Duos quidem definimus Patrem et Filium, et jam tres 
cum Spiritu Sancto, secundum rationem ceconomie quee facit 
numerum: ne (ut vestra perversitas infert) Pater ipse cre- 
datur natus et passus ; quod non licet credi, quoniam non ita 
traditum est. 

Duos tamen Deos et duos Dominos nunquam ex ore nostro 
proferimus: non quasi non et Pater Deus, et Filius Deus, et 
Spiritus Deus, et Deus unusquisque; sed quoniam retro et 
duo Dii et duo Domini preedicabantur, ut, ubi venisset Christus, 
et Deus agnosceretur et Dominus vocaretur, quia Filius Dei et 
Domini. 

Itaque Deos omnino non dicam nec Dominos : sed apostolum 
sequar, ut, si pariter nominandi fuerint Pater et Filius, Deum 
Patrem appellem, et Jesum Christum Dominum nominem. So- 
lum autem Christum potero Deum dicere, sicut idem apostolus : 
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Ex quibus Christus, qui est, inquit, Deus super omnia benedictus 
in evumomne. Tertull. adv. Prax. § 10. Oper. p. 413, 414. 

4. Deum nemo vidit unquam. 

Quem Deum? Sermonem? At quin vidimus, et audivemus, 
et contrectavimus, de Sermone vite preedictum est. 

Sed quem Deum? Scilicet Patrem, apud quem Deus erat 
Sermo, unigenitus Filus, qui est in stnu Pairis, ipse disserutt. 
Ipse et auditus ; et visus; et, ne phantasma crederetur, etiam 
contrectatus. Hunc et Paulus conspexit: nec tamen Patrem 
vidit. Nonne, inquit, vidi Jesum? Christum autem et ipse 
Deum cognominavit : Quorum patres, et ex quibus Christus se- 
cundum carnem, qué est super omnia Deus benedictus in evum. 
Tertull. adv. Prax. § 10. Oper. p. 416. 

5. Si et apostolus Paulus, Quorum, inquit, patres, et ex 
quibus Christus secundum carnem, qut est super omnia Deus be- 
nedictus in secula, in suis literis scribit :—merito Deus est 
Christus. Novat. de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p. 609. 

6. Quod Deus Christus :—Item Paulus ad Romanos: Op- 
tabam ego tpse anathema esse a Christo pro fratribus cognatis- 
que meis secundum carnem ; qui sunt Israelite, quorum adopt, 
et claritas, et testamentum, et legis constitutio, et famulatus, et 
promissiones; quorum patres, ex quibus Christus secundum car- 
nem, qui est super omnia Deus benedictus in secula. Cyprian. 
adv. Jud. lib. ii. § 6. Oper. vol. i. p. 34, 35. 

7. Quis ergo est iste, qui in forma Dei, ut diximus, factus 
est? . 

Angelus? Sed nec in angelis formam Dei legimus, nisi quo- 
niam hic preecipuus atque generosus pre omnibus Dei Filius 
Verbum Dei, imitator omnium paternorum operum, dum et ipse 
operatur sicut et Pater ejus, forma (ut expressimus) est Dei 
Patris. 

Et merito in forma pronunciatus est Dei, dum et tpse super 
omnia, et omnis creature: divinam obtinens potestatem, et Deus 
est exemplo Patris: hoc ipsum tamen a Patre proprio conse- 
cutus, ut omnium et Deus esset et Dominus esset et Deus ad 
formam Dei Patris ex ipso genitus atque prolatus. Hic ergo, 
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quamvis esset tn forma Dei, nen est rapinam arbitratus equalem 
se Deo esse. ; 

Eximanivit se, dum ad injurias contumeliasque descendit, 
dum audit infanda, experitur indigna: cujus tamen humilitatis 
adest statim egregius fructus. 

Accepit enim nomen, quod est super omne nomen : quod utique 
non aliud intelligimus esse, quam nomen Dei. Nam, quum 
Dei sit solius esse super omnia, consequens est, ut nomen illud 
sit super omnia, quod est ejus gui super omnia est Dei. Est 
ergo nomen illud, quod super omne nomen est: quod nomen 
est ejus utique consequenter, gut, quum in forma Dei fuisset, 
non rapinam arbitratus est equalem se Deo esse. Novat. de 
Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p. 618. ° 

8. 'O dy éwl wavrwy Oedc, Kipwc 6 Oede 'Iopann, "Incovc 6 
Xpiordéc. Dionys. Alex. Oper. p. 248. 

9.°O dé Aéyer 6 dxdorodoc’ “Oy ot rarépec, cat & Sv 6 Xpro- 
roc TO Kara odpka, 6 dy éxl wdyrwy Bede ebrAoynroc¢ ei¢ rove ai- 
&vac' Kade Oinyeirar cal Naprpisc ro rijg adnOeiacg pvorhpior’ 
ovroc 6 wy ext wavrwy Oedc éoriy, Aéyer yap obrw pera Twappn- 
giac, Tlavra pot wapadédorat bro rov Tarpdc’ 6 oy én ravrwy 
Ococ ebdoynroc yeyévnrat, Kai GvOpwrog yevdpevoc Sede éorww 
sig rove aldjvac. Hippol. cont. Noet. c. vi. Oper. vol. ii. p. 10. 

[Simili modo locum acceperunt etiam Noetus Noetique dis- 
cipuli; uti ex eodem Hippolyto patet: Christum enim Patrem 
habentes, de Christo, qua Patre, dictum affirmarunt. 

Xptordc yap hv Oede, disseruit Noetus, cal Exaber ot icc, 
abroc dy Tarp, iva cat cioa fpac SuvnOj. “Addo dé, dyorr, 
ob duvapueBa Aéyerr’ cal yap 6 dwrderodog Eva Gedy sSpondoyel, 
éywy' ‘Ov of xarépec, cal é& dv 6 Xpiordg ro kara odpxa, 6 oy 
éxt xdvrwy Oedc ebdoynroc eic rovc al@vac. Hippol. cont. 
Noet. c. ii. Oper. vol. 11. p. 7. 

Inter Catholicos, scilicet, et Patripassiahos, quod ad locum 
spectavit, nihil interfuit. De Christo, ut sit Christus super 
omnia Deus benedictus, uno ore interpretati sunt: Catholici 
vero Christum, Deum de Deo, Filium de Patre, habuerunt ; 
Patripassiani autem Christum, Patrem ipsissimum, Numine 
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unipersonali existente, affirmarunt. De loci ipsius igitur mente 
prorsus consenserunt antiqui, sive Catholici, sive Heeretici. 
Christum esse super omnia Deum benedictum monere apostolum, 
sequé se habuerunt persuasos. | | 

10. Tovroy dé Yidv yevynroy, povoyera Yiov, eixdva rov dopd- 
rov Qeai rvyyavorra, rpwrédroxoy waone Kricewc, Logiay xai Ad- 
yoy kat Avvapty Ocov, rpo alwywy dvra, ov mpoyywoe. dAX’ ov- 
alg kai broorace Oeov, Ocov Yior, Ev re wadarg Kai vég dcabhy 
éyvwxdrec, dporoyoupey Kal knpvocopev. “Oc & ay dyripaynrar 
rov Yiov rov Geov Oeoy py elvar mpd xaraBodjc Koopov meored- 
ety Kat Guodoyeiy, packwy dvo Geovg xarayyédAsobat, édy 6 Yidg 
rav Qeov ede knpvoanrat, rovroy ddAdrpwy Tov éxxAnoiacTixod 
Kavovoc WyovpeOa: Kal waoat at KaboXecai ExxArAnola cupgwvodorv 
hpiy. Tlept yap rovrov yéyparrac’ ‘O Opdvoc cov, 6 Oedg, sic 
aiéva aiévog—xal gnow adardorodoc’ "EE dy 6 Xptoroc ro cara 
capka, 6 wy ext wavrwy Oedg ebdoynros ele rove alwvac. *Aphy. 


Concil. Antioch. Epist. apud Routh. Rel. Sacr. vol. ii. p. 466. 
= 
TEXT XXVIII. 
1 CorintH. i, 25. 
"Ort rd pwody Tov Oeov copwrepov truv avOpwrwyv tort: 


cat rd aaBevic rov Oeov iayupdrepoy rw avOpwruwy éori. 


Quid est autem Stultum Dei sapientius hominibus, nisi crux et 
mors Christi? Quid Infirmum Dei fortius homine, nisi nativitas 
et caro Dei? Tertull. adv. Marcion. lib. v. § 9. Oper. p. 302. 





TEXT XXIX. 
Puizrep. n. S—11. 


Tovro yap dpovelabw tv ipiv § Kal tv Xptotey ‘Inco 
dg, gv poppy Oeov bwdpywv, ovy apTaypoy iyyhoato To 
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slvat loa ew’ add’ iavroy ixtywoe, popdiy SobAov AaBuv, 
2v dpotdpare avOpwrwy yevdpevoc’ Kal, oxjuari cipeBele we 
avOpwroc, trarelvwoev Eavtov, yevouevoc brfjxoog péxot 
Oavdrov, Pavarov O2 cravpov. Ard cat 5 Oede adrov irepty- 
wae, kal éxaploaro a’ty Svoua Td ‘rip wav Svopua’ tva tv 
tw Ovduart 'Inoov wav yévu kaupy trovpaviwy kal émvyelwy 
kat xataxQovlwy, xat maca yAwooa tLouoroyfonra re . 
Kigiog "Inaove Xpiorig ele ddEav Ocov Marpde. 


1. Tarewoppovovvrwy yap gory 6 Xproréc, ob ématpopévwy 
éxito rolunoy abrov. To oxijxrpoy ric peyadwobrne rod Oso, 
& Kipeoc husy Xpraroc Inoovc, obx HAGE éy kdpry GraLovelac 
obde brepypaviac, xalrep dvvapevocg? ddA ramevoppoviby, xab- 
we ro Ivevpa “Aytoy rept abrov ékdAneev. Clem. Rom. Epist. 
ad Corinth. i. § 16. Cotel, Patr. Apost. vol. i. p. 156. 

2. Propter hoc Dominus noster, in novissimis temporibus 
recapitulans in seipso omnia, venit ad nos, non quomodo ipse 
poterat, sed quomodo illum nos videre poteramus. Ipse, enim, 
in sua enarrabili gloria, ad nos venire poterat: sed nos magni- 
tudinem glorize suze portare non poteramus. Iren. adv. heer. 
lib. iv. c. 74. p. 309. 

&. Dicit, quod, In effigie Det constitutus, non rapinam existi- 
mavit pariart Deo.— Ai que non erit Dei Christus veré, si nec 
homo veré fuit in effigie hominis constitutus. Tertull. adv 
Marcion. lib. v. § 41. Oper. p. 329. 

4. Vacua et inanis res est Sermo Dei, qui Filius dictus est, 
qui ipse Deus cognominatus est: Et Sermo erat anud Deum, et 
Deus erat Sermo? Scriptum est: Non sumes nomen Dei in 
vanum. Hic certé est, qui, in effigie Det constttutus, non rapi- 
nam exisiimavit esse se equalem Deo, Tertull. adv. Prax. § 6. 
Oper. p. 409. 

5. Cur autem, licet ad aliam partem disputandi festinare vi- 
deamur, illum preetereamus apud apostolum locum: Qui cum 
in forma Dei esset, non rapinam arbitratus est aqualem se Deo 
esse ; sed semetipsum extnanwit, formam servi accipiens, in si- 

Aa® 
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militudine hominum factus, et habitu inventus ut homo, humiliavit 
se, obediens factus usque ad mortem, mortem autem crucis : 
propterea et Deus illum superexaltavit, et dedit nomen quod est 
super omne nomen, ut in nomine Jesu omne genu flectatur, ce- 
lestium, terrestrium, et infernorum ; et omnis lingua confiteatur, 
quoniam Dominus Jesus in gloria est Dei Patris. 

Qui cum in forma Det esset, inquit. 

Si homo tantummodo Christus, in imagine Dei, non in for- 
ma Det, relatus fuisset: hominem enim scimus, ad imaginem, 
non ad formam, Dei factum. Quis ergo est iste, qui tn forma 
Dei, ut diximus, factus est? Angelus? Sed nec in angelis 
formam Dei legimus, nisi quoniam hic preecipuus atque gene- 
rosus pre omnibus Dei Filius Verbum Dei, imitator omnium 
paternorum operum, dum et ipse operatur sicut et Pater ejus, 
forma (ut expressimus) est Dei Patris. Et merito in forma 
pronunciatus est Dei, dum et ipse super omnia, et omnis crea- 
turze divinam obtinens potestatem, et Deus est exemplo Pa- 
tris: hoc ipsum tamen a Patre proprio consecutus, ut omnium 
et Deus esset et Dominus esset et Deus ad formam Dei Patris 
ex ipso genitus atque prolatus. 

Hic ergo, quamvis esset in forma Det, non est rapinam 
arbitratus equalem se Deo esse. 

Quamvis enim se ex Deo Patre Deum esse meminisset, 
nunquam se Deo Patri aut comparavit aut contulit, memor se 
esse ex suo Patre, et hoc ipsum quod est habere se quia Pater 
dedisset. Inde denique, et ante carnis assumptionem, sed et 
post assumptionem corporis, post ipsam preeterea resurrectio- 
nem, omnem Patri in omnibus rebus obedientiam preestitit 
pariter ac preestat. Ex quo probatur, nunquam arbitratum illum 
esse rapinam quandam divinitatem, ut eequaret se Patri Deo. 

Quinimo contra, omni ipsius imperio et voluntati obediens 
atque subjectus, etiam ut formam servi susciperet contentus fuit ; 
hoc est, hominem illum fieri et substantiam ‘carnis et corporis, 
quam ex paternorum et secundum hominem delictorum servi- 
tute venientem nascendo suscepit. 

Quo tempore se et1am exinanivit, dum humanam conditionis 
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fragilitatem suscipere non recusavit. Quoniam, si homo tan- 
tummodo natus fuisset, per hoc exinanitus non esset: homo 
enim nascens augetur, non exinanitur. Nam, dum incipit esse 
quod, cum non esset, habere non potuit, ut diximus, non ex- 
inanitur, sed potius augetur atque ditatur. At, si Christus ex- 
inanitur in eo quod nascitur, formam servi accipiendo ; quo- 
modo homo tantummodo est: de quo verius dictum fuisset, 
locupletatum illum esse tunc quum nasceretur, non exinanitum, 
nisi quoniam autoritas divini Verbi, ad suscipiendum hominem 
interim conquiescens nec se suis viribus exercens, dejicit se ad 
tempus atque deponit, dum hominem fert quem suscepit. Ez- 
snanivit se, dum ad injurias contumeliasque descendit, dum au- 
dit infanda, experitur indigna: cujus tamen humilitatis adest 
statim egregius fructus. 

Accepit enim nomen, quod est super omne nomen ; quod utique 
non aliud intelligimus esse, quam nomen Dei. Nam, quum 
Dei sit solius esse super omnia, consequens est, ut nomen illud 
sit super omnia, quod est ejus qui super omnia est Dei. Est 
ergo nomen illud, quod super omne nomen est: quod nomen 
est ejus utique consequenter, qui, quum in forma Dei fuisset, 
non rapinam arbitratus est zequalem se Deo esse. 

Neque enim, si non et Deus esset Christus, omne se in nomine 
ejus genu flecteret, coelestium et terrestrium et tnfernorum, nec 
visibilia aut invisibilia aut rerum omnium omnis creatura homint 
esset subjecta sive substrata, que se ante hominem esse memi- 
nisset. Ex quo et, dum in forma Dei esse Christus dicitur, et 
dum in nativitatem secundum carnem se exinanisse monstra- 
tur, et dum id accepisse nomen a Patre quod sit super omne 
nomen exprimitur, et dum in nomine ejus omne genu ccelestium 
et terrenorum et infernorum se flectere et curvare monstratur : 
et hoc ipsum in gloriam Det Patris succurrere asseritur; con- 
sequenter, non ex illo tantum homo est quia obediens Patri 
factus est usque ad mortem, mortem autem cructs, sed ex his 
etiam rebus superioribus divinitatem Christi sonantibus Domi-. 
nus Christus Jesus et Deus (quod heretici nolunt esse) mon- 
stratur. Novat. de Trin. in Oper. Tertull. p. 642, 613, 614. 


358 - THE APOSTOLICITY [ APP. I. 


6. Pater Deus preecepit Filium suum adorari; et apostolus 
Paulus, divini preecepti memor, ponit et dicit: Deus exaltavst 
illum, et donavit illi nomen quod est super omne nomen; ut m 
nomine Jesu omne genu flectatur, coelestium, terrestrium, et in- 
fernorum. Et, in Apocalypsi, Angelus Johanni volenti adorare 
se restitit et dicit: Vide ne feceris, quia conservus tuus sum et 
fratrum tuorum. Jesum Dominum adora. Cyprian. de bon. 
patient. Oper. vol. i. p. 220. Vide etiam Cyprian. Test. adv. 
Jud. lib. ii. § 39. vol. i. p. 76. 

7. Tlodddwrde ye 6 Zwrip, cal wodurporoc cic dvOpwrev ow- 
rnplay’ aredwyv, vouvleret°—Cra Barov Nadet*—Kat Te wvpt de- 
Oirrerat rove dvOpwrove, dvaxrwy ék «lovog riv gdrdya, deiypa 
dpov Xaptroc Kat PoBov' Edy iraxovoyc, rd Pec’ Edy xapaxovonc, 
70 wup. "Exetdn 6€ cai xlovocg cal Barov } odpt rynwrépa, xpo- 
dijrat per’ Exciva ¢0éyyorra, abréc iv "Hoatg 6 Kupwe adev" 
avroc, tv "Hig: év ordpare xpognray, abréc. Zu de, dAN’ ei 
wpogfrate py) morevetc, pvOoy Cé trodap Barer Kal rove dvdpac 
Kal ro wup, abroc cot Kadfoee 6 Kiptoc’ “Oc, év popoy Oe0d srdp- 
xwy, oy dpraypoy fyyhoaro ro elvat toa Oey’ éxévwoe Oe éav- 
rov 6 giotxrippwy Oedc, cScar rov &vOpwror yreydpevoc. Kar 
abroc dn aot évapyic 6 Adyor Aadei, dvowrey Thy amoriay. 
Nal, dnae & Adyoc 6 rov Ocod, avOpwwroc yevdpevog’ iva df cat 
ov xapa dvOpwwov pcOnc, xn xore ipa AvOpwroc yévnrat Oedc. 
Clem. Alex. Admon. ad gent. Oper. p. 7. 

8. "Eoey d€ 6 Hatdaywyoc¢ hoy, 3 watdec tpeic, rp Dearpt 
abrov ry Oeg, obxép éorw Yiog avapdprnroc, avexidnrroc, cai 
arabic ry Wuyhy Oedc év dvOpwrxov cyhpart, &yparvroc, warpe- 
xg OeAfpare dedxovoc, Adyoc Gece, 6 év rp Tarp, 6 ée dekeay row 
Ilarpog, ovy xalrg oxhpare Oedc. Clem. Alex. Peedag. lib. i. 
c. 2. Oper. p. 79, 80. + = 

9. Gedc év dvbpwry, kai 6 dvOpwroe Gedc. Kal ré OéAnpe rov 
Nlarpoc 6 peoirne émcredei” preoirne yap 6 Adyoc, 6 Keivic dp- 
poty’ Oeod pév Yidc, Zwrip dé dvOpdrwv" cai rod peév dcdxovoc, 
ipey de wadaywydc. Aovdne 6€ ovenc rij¢ capKdc, KaOdc Kal 6 
Havoc paprupet, wig dv ric elkérwe ry Geparaivay Koopgn, 
xpoaywyou dikny; "Ore yap dobov popghy ro capKKoy, Ext rov 
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Kuplov gnoiv 6 &xdarodoc’ Sri éxévwoev éavroy, poppny Sobdov 
AaBwr roy éxrog advOpwrov dovAoy mpoceTwWy, xpiy CovrAsicat 
Kal sapxogopyou rov Kupwov. ‘O dé ovpwabie Sede abroc HAtv- 
Gipwoey thy aapxa’ rijg POopac Kai dovrelac rij¢ Qavarngdpov cal 
wexpac amadrakac, riy agbagciay wepeéOnxey avrg, Gytov rovro 
TH gape cal didwdrnroc cadrAwriopa wepcelc, tyv &0avaciay. 
Clem. Alex. Peedag. lib. iii. c. 1. Oper. p. 215. 

10. To dé xaraPeBnxog ele dvOpwroue Ev popdy Oeod irijpye' 
kal, dca girarOpwriay, Eavroy éxévwoev, iva ywpnOfva bx at- 
reav dumOy. Ov O4 rov 0 && dyabay cic caxdy yéyover aire 
peraBory.— 

Ei dé, ciopa Ovyroy cai Yuyiv drOpwrivny dvadaBay, 6 
' ADavarag Ode Adyog doxei rg Kédow dAXdGrreoBat cal perawdar- 
reoOat, parvOavérw, drt 6 Adyoc, rR ovalig pévwvy Adyos, oddev 
pev wacyes Oy racyxer 7d copa i} y Yuyh’ ovyxaraBaiver o 
éo8 Grerg py dvvapévy abrov rac pappapvyac cai rv Aap- 
apérara ric Oedrnroc BAéwecv, oiovel cap yiverat, cwparnéc 
Aadovpevos, Ewe 6 rowsdrov abrov wapadekaperoc, kara Bpayy vwd 
tov Adyou perewpelopevoc, duvnOy avrod Kai ray (iv olruc dvo- 
paow) xponyoupévny popd?y Oeacac8ar.— 

“OGer, obx we 6 Kédoog cal of rapardhow abrg Povdovrat, 
perepopebOn 6 Osog Hus’ Kal, elg rovndéy Spoc dvaBac, dAAny 
Edake ry Eaurod popgiy Kal wodA@ kpélrrova, io ot KaTw pé- 
vovrec, Kal py duvapevac atre elg bog dxodovOeiv, EMewpovy. 
Qu ydp elyow of xarw dpBarpove duvapévovc Bréreev iy Tov 
Adyou éxi 76 Svdoloy xa Oadrepov perapdppworv.— 

@yoiy ody skitg (6 KédXoog), “Ore roe deo dAnOSc peraBadree 
6 Ode, daowep ovral dao, elg acwpa Ovnror, Kai xpoelpnra rd 
ddbvarery.— 

Kal xpo¢ rovro Aéyorr’ Gy, wy pev repi rite Tov Oefov Adyov 
pucewe Svroc Ozov, wH O€ xepl ric "Inood WPuyic.—. 

Taira & émtarapevoc, 6 Beiog Adyog woANa woAAayed Héyee 
tay ypagay. "Apxei 0’, éxl rod wapdrrog, play rapabéeba Had- 
how Aki, ottrwe Exovoar’ Tovro gpovelobw ev iyiv, 6 Kal év 
Xpeory "Incot’ dc, év popgy Geod txdpywy, ob apwaypor iyyn- 
caro 70 elvacloa Oege GAN éiauroy éxévwce, poppy dovdov da- 


360 THE APOSTOLICITY CLAPP. I. 


Bor? Kal, oyhpare evpefeic ac avOpwxoc, tratelywoev éauroy, 
yevdpevoc trixooc ptxpe Oavarov, Oavaroyv dé oravpot. Axo cal 
_6 Geog abroy treptwoe, cai éxapicaro arp Svopa ro brép wa¥ 
dvopa. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. iv. p. 169—172. Vide etiam Orig. 
Comment. in Johan. Oper. vol. ii. p. 34, 35, 145, 306. 

11. ’Ereed) 6 povoyeric rov Oeot Adyoc, Oedc trdpywy éx 
Ocov, kexévwxev Eavroy Kara Tac ypagac, kabeic Eehovric Eavror 
eic Orep otk hy, kal riy ddoloy ravrny capka Hpméoxero, Norroy 
Kai vrepuovcbat Aéyerae kal we obk Exwy Ota ro dvOpwRivoY 
povovovy! cal év yapiroc poipg NapGaver ro Gvopa TO Yrép way 
dvopa, kara Thy rou paxapiov Iabdov gwvhy. *AAN ty, TO xpif- 
pa xal'ro GAnQéc, ob ddowe we Ev apyH rev ovk Eevdvtwy atre 
pvoKxde, ToAdov ye kal det? vooiro & av paddov avagolrnore cal 
avadpopn mpdc 16 év apy Kal obawdic Kat avaroBAnrwc Urdp- 
xov atrg. Hippolyt. Comment. in Gen. Oper. vol. ii. p. 29. 

$2. He ov Aéyere GvOpwrov xatetalperoy rov Xproroy, kal 
ov Gedy dvra dAnOevor, xai mpockuvoipevoy rapa wdone Kricewe 
avy Tlarpi cal ‘Aylp Ivetpart, rov capewévra ix rijc dylag rap- 
Gevov kai Oeordxov Maplac; Ac’ hae yap xaredébaro yevéoOar éx 
yuvacdc’ 60ev cai rd waBo¢ Uxép Hay xaredélaro, xevwoag Eav- 
Tov, kal ramreevwaag Ewe Oavdrov, Gavdrov 6& craupov, Iga Ceow 
bwapxe. Dionys. Alex. Epist. adv. Paul. Samos. Oper. p. 
210, 211. | 

13. Eic rov Yiov rov Oeov, dro rov xAnpwparog rijg Gedrnroc 
cig rov Bioy EAnAvOdroc. KevwOele yap, cal r)v poppy Tov dob- 
ov mpocAaPwy, cig THY Eavrov reXetérnTA Tad dyewANpwOy kai 
ray dliay. Abrog yap, éy éaurg opixovyOelc, cal év Toig Eavrov 
pépeow dvahvOeic, ex rig éavrov opixpornrog Kal ray éavToU pepey 
elg Ty ouprAfpwoty warty Thy Eavrov Kal TO péyeBog Karéorn, 
obdérore rou réetog elvas pewOelc. Method. Sympos. p. 115. 

14, Oerhpare Geov 0 Adyocr caps yevdpevoc, val oxipare evpe- 
Oeic we GvOpwrog, odk dredelpOn rijg Oedrntoc. Od’de yap, iva 
Tijc Suvapews abrod f dding tedelac dxoary xTwYXEvoaS, TAOVEWS 
@y, TouTO éyévero’ GAN iva cal roy Qdvaroy, imép tay Tov 
dpaprwroy, dvadéénrat. Petr. Alex. de Divin. apud Routh. 
Rel. Sacr. vol. iii. p. 344. 
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15. ‘O abrég Oedc cal &vOpwrog "Inaotg Xpuoroe rpoepyrevero 
év vopy kal xpopqratc’ Kal, év rg éxxAnolg rq bxd Tov obpavdy 
waoy, wexlorevrac Oed¢ pev Kevwoacg éavroy dxd rov elvarc Toa 
Gey. Concil. Antioch. Epist. ad Paul. Samos. apud Routh. 
Rel. Sacr, vol. ii. p. 478. 


TEXT XXX. 
Cotoss. i. 15—17. 


“O 5] > A - ~ o 9 é r) 

¢ EoTty Eikwy TOV Ozov Tov aoparou, TowTdroKoe Tdon¢g 
t e @ J bd La J { g A ? . 3 os bd ~ 

ktlaewe’ Ore év auty éxrioOn ra wavra, ra év Toic Ovpavoig 

a o~ oo b 

kal ra emt tie ying, Ta dpard Kai ra adoara, eire Opdvor, 

” ” > td Fs 2 

elré kupidrnrec, eire apxal, etre HEovolar’ ta wavra, & adv- 
~ 9 ” e 4 4 

TOU kal cic avToy, Exriorat’ Kal avTog tort TOO TavTwy, kat 


“Q , ~ 
Ta Tavra éy aut ouvéornks. 


1. Kal ré ob» "Iopajd dvopa rotro onpaive,”AvOpwrog viKov 
Avvapewr—'Orep cai dca rov puornplov rig xdAne, fy érddacev 
- *laxwB, pera rod patvopévov péy ex rov rq row Marpoc BovAn 
uanpereiv, Oeov dé Ex rov elvat Téxvoy xpwréroxoy ray ddwy Kric- 
parwy, éxenpopnrevero, otrwe cal dvOpwroc yevdpevoc 6 Xpiordc 
nwohoeyv. Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 277, 278. Comp. 
Ibid. p. 222. 

2. Non enim tantum hic, sed nec quidem ex his que con- 
stituta et in subjectione sunt, comparabitur Verbo Dei, per 
quem facta sunt omnia, qui est Dominus noster Jesus Christus. 
Quoniam enim sive angeli, sive archangeli, sive throni, sive 
dominationes, ab eo qui super omnes est Deus et constituta 
sunt, et facta per Verbum ejus, Joannes quidem sic significavit. 
Cum enim dixisset de Verbo Dei, quoniam erat in Patre, adjecit : 
Omnia per eum facta sunt, et sine co factum est nihil. Iren. 
adv. heer. lib. iti. c. 8. p. 179. 

8. Omnia igitur talia circumscribere volens discipulus Domini, 

12 
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eixdva rov doparov Ocov, px) cai rov peyéBove xapioraoay ry 
eixova. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. vi. p. 323. 

10. Xpefa d€ rp péddAovre cig ravra éyety Kade, iva wepl 
Xptorcaveay dxohoyhonra, évrpexopévwy Gro re ctBety, rapa 
Toy éxi aot Ocdv, cal row xpwréroxoy xaonc Kricews Adyov 
atrov. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. vii. p. 378. 

11. "Exet dvOpwxoe pév cory 6 dxo8aviy, ovx hy de &vOpwxoe 
iy ’AdjGea, xal 4 Logia, xal 4 Eiphyn, nai  Auasocvyn, cal epi 
ov yéypaxrat Oedc hy 6 Adyoc’ ox dxéBavey 6 Geog Adyog, cai 
’AAnOera, sai Lopia, cai  Aacociyn’ dvenidexrog yap fj cixwv 
rov Qcowv rov dopdrov, xpwréroxuc raone xrloewc, Oavarov. Orig. 
Comment. in Johan. Oper. vol. ii. p. 363. Vide etiam Ibid. 
p- 61, 62. 

12. Ody de of romnral cal prOoypadgor Aéyouoty viove Oewy Ex 
ovvovoiacg yervepévouc, GAN oc dAGaa dunyeirar, rov Adyoy 
roy Ovra Ctaxavrocg evdtaOerov éy xapdig Oeov. po yap re yil- 
veoOat, rovray elye cipfovdoy, Eavrov Novy cal Opdynoww Srra. 
“Oxore On 70€Anoev 6 Gede xothoat Soa EBovAevoaTO, TovToY Toy 
Adyoy éyévyynoe xpogopuoy, xpwréroxoy xaone cricewe’ ob KEvw- 
Ocic avroc rov Adyov, d\Aa Adyoy yervhoac, cal re Adyg ai- 
Tov dcaxayroc Gprwr. “Ober ddacxovaty hdc ai Aytat ypagai, 
cai xayrec ot xvevparopdpa, é dv "Iwavync Aéye’ "Ev dpyy 
qv 6 Adyog, wal 6 Adyoc hy xpog roy Gedy’ dSexvvc, Gre évy xpe- 
row povoc hv G Osos, cai évy abr 6 Adyoc. “Emetra Néyer’ Kai 
Ocde Hv 6 Adyog’ wdvra Ov abrot éyévero, Kal ywpic abrov Eyé- 
vero ode Ev. Theoph. ad Autol. lib. ii. § 22. p. 364. 

13. Lpdg ov¢ wal cixoe dy rice *O: pufpoxivévra: avOpwxos, xoi- 
nya & Kpwrorokoe Kaane kricewc, O Ek yaorpag TPO Ewoddpov yer- 
yneic, 6 eixwy Gc Logia, Ipod dé xadvrwy Bovvey yevrg pe; 
Kal rodAayod dé rév Deluv Noylwy yeyevvijofat, gAN' ov yeyo- 
vévat, Tov Yiov Neyopevov evpor ric dv’ bg’ Jy xarapavisg Edéy- 
xovras ra Weddn wept rijc rov Kypiov yervgcewc txodapPdvorrec, 
of xoinew abrov rhy Oeiay Kai appnroy yévynaw Neyer ToApwr- 
rec. Dionys. Roman. cont. Sabell. apud Athan. Epist. de Sy- 
nod. Nic. cont. her. Arian. deeret. Oper. vol. i. p. 422. 

14, Téypaxrac Td xdyra, dv abrov cal cic abroy, Exrioras. 
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Otrw d2 dc ddAnBi¢ Svroc Kal évepyovwroc, dc Adyou Gua «ai 
Ocov' de’ ov 6 Harp xdyra rewolnxey, ovy we dt dpydvov, ove’ 
He O’ émtorhune dvvnoardrov’ yevvhoayrocg péy rov arpoc roy 
Yiov &¢ (doar évépyaay cat évurdorarov, évepyovyra ra xdyra 
év xaow. Concil. Antioch. Epist. ad Paul. Samos. apud Routh. 
Rel. Sacr. vol. ii. p. 466. Labb. Concil. vol. i. p. 841. 

15. Christum primogenitum esse, et ipsum esse Sapientiam 
Dei, per quem omnia facta sint.—Item Paulus ad Colossenses : 
Qui est mago Dei invisibilis, et primogenitus tottus creature. 
Cyprian. adv. Jud. lib. ii. § 1. Oper. vol. i. p. 31, 32, 





TEXT XXXI. 
Coxoss. ii. 9. 


"Ort cal iv avry Katolket Tay TO TAhPwua THE OEedrnTOE 
@ pay 


TWHMATIKWEC. 


1. ‘O Hart épavépwoer tpiv roy dvra ovy ary det Xptoroy, 
év @ xarouei wav ro TANpwpnA Tijcg Oedrnroc cwparude. 

"Axovere, ric Néyet TO pvoTiptoy 6 iepdce adrdorodec Tavdoc, 
TO ydp owpartic Karoxeivy rov Uarépa cal ro Lveipa év rp - 
Xpuor@. 

"Ewetd) odpl yéyoverv 6 Adyoc.6 Xptoror, ob wapd To yertoOar 
ody cwpa Tov Xporov, obk éxavéorn 6 Haryp rov ywprobivae re 
yevopévy aapki’ Sap§ b Adyoc yéyove’ Kal deixvuocy, ore dirper- 
roc 6 Xptarog yevdpuevoc adpl, det cvvatdic dy rov yerynoarroc* 
év abr xarotxti wav 76 wApwpa rijc Oedrnroc cwpariss. Dio- 
nys. Alex. adv. Paul. Samos. quest. vii. Oper. p. 259. 

2. Tov dé Yidr rapa rp Harp, dyra Oeoy per wal Kipuy rev 
yevyntoyv axavrwy, xo o€ rou Ilarpocg dxooradévra s& obparay, 

cal capxwOévru ErnvOpwrnxévat. 
| Acémep xal ro éx rijc wapOévov capa, ywpioay-ray ro wAnpwpa 


tic Oedrnroc owpurudc, TH Oedryre drpérrwc Frwra Kal reGeo- 
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xoinrat’ ov xdpiy, 6 abrog Oedc Kal &vOpwroc "Inco Xpiorde. 
Concil. Antioch. Epist. ad Paul. Samos. apud Routh. Rel. 
Sacr. vol. ii. p. 473. 





TEXT XXXII. 
1 Tm. iii. 16. 


Kat épodoyouptvwe péya iort rd tig evoeBelag pvo- 
Thovov’ Ode EpavepwoOn ev capi, MecawOn tv wvedpari, 
©OOn ayyéXore, ExnpbxOn ev EOveaty, triorebOn ev xdopy, 
avedngOy tv dd&p. 


1. Lie ovv égavepwOn roic aidow;—Tldc deopoe jpartfero 
kaxlac, &yvoa xaOypeiro, waded Bacrrela duepOelpero, Oeod dy- 
Opwrivwe pavepwpevou ele xawwérnra didiov Cwi¢. Ignat. Epist. 
ad Ephes. § xix. Cotel. Patr. Apost. vol. ii. p. 16. 

2. Ele larpdc éoriy capxxde re cal wvevparikdc, yevynrocg Kat 
dyévynrog, Ev capki yevdpuevoc Osdc,—Kai éx« Maptag cai é« Ocov. 
Ignat. Epist. ad Ephes. § vii. Cotel. Patr. Apost. vol. ii. p. 13. 

8. ‘O 08, dia yevécewc,—pary Geog tv capcly, iy dbvaper 
évdetxyvipevoc. Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. vi. Oper. p. 684. 

4. Of reorot NoyioOévrec bn’ abrov Eyrwoay Harpoc pverhpea’ 
ov xdpiv dwéorere Adyor, iva xéopw gary’ bc, xd aod dri- 
pacberc, dia droorddwy KnpvyOelc, brd COviv EmerebOn. Ovroc 
6 dn’ dpyic’—ovtroc 6 aet.. Epist. ad Diognet. in Oper. Justin. 
p- 887. | 

5. Meerevowper ody, xard my rapasoow rév axoord\wy, re 
Oed¢e Adyor &x’ obpavdy xar®dOev ele rav dylay xapSévoy Ma- 
piay® iva, capxwOeic ef abrifc, AaBdy dé cal Yoydy riv &rOpe- 
alvny, oyuny dé Aéyw, yeyovec wdvra boa éorly dvOpwrxoc, cwon 
roy wenrwkéra, kat &¢0apolay avOpwrore wapdoxy roic mored- 
ovoty éxi ro Syvopa abrov. 


"Ev xGowv ovy adwocéseccrar iyiv rijg dAnBelag Adyog, Gre elc 
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éorly 6 Harp, ov xdpeort Adyoc, dt ov Ta wavra éxoincey’ Sy, 
vorépotc Kaipoic, cabwe eiwapuey dywrépw, dxéoreirey 6 Iardp 
mpoc owrnpiay dvOparwy. 

Otroc, dua Népov cai Wpopnréyv, ExnpbyOn xapeadpevog eic ror 
koopoy. Ka’ dy ob» rpdxov éxnptyOn, xara rovrov cat rapwy 
égavépwoev Eaurov éx rapBévov Kat ‘Ayiov IIvevparoc, kawvog Sv- 
Opwrog yevdpevoc, ro pev obpavwv Exwv 7d warpgoy we Adyos, 
TO € éxlyetov we éx wadawod *"Adap dia wapBevov capKobpevoc. 

Otroc, mpoeAOwy sic xdopor, Oedc Evy cwpare épavepdOn, dv- 
Opwroc réXewc mpoeA\Owy. Hippolyt. cont. Noet. c. 17. Oper. 
vol. ii. p. 18, 19. 

6. Eic éoriv 6 Xpurdc, 6 Sy év rg Marpt cvvatdwc Adyoc’ 
éy abrov xpéownoy, ddparoc Qeog, kal dpardg yevdpevoc. Cede 
yap epavepwOn ev capri, yerdpevoc Ex yuvadg 6 Ex Ocov Marpo¢ 
yevynBelc. Dionys. Alex. Epist. adv. Paul. Samos. Oper. 
p- 211. 

(Si, in commate 16, legendum sit, juxta nonnullos, é¢, potius 
quam Gedc: mens luci totius, nihilominus, prorsus immota 
manebit: vocula dc in tommate 16, ad antecedens Ocov in com- 
mate 15, necessario scilicet, ad hunc modum, referente. 

"Eay 0€ Bpaduve, iva eidge xc dei ev olxg GEOY dracrpé- 
gecOac (rece éorly ExxAnola Oeov Lévroc, oridoc cai sdpalwpa 
Tiic dAnOeiac’ cai sporoyoupévwc péya éorl ro rijc eboeBeiac 
puvorhpwr’), OS épavepwOn év capi, édixathOn évy rvedpari, 

*&o0n dyyédoic, ExnpvyOn Ev ZOvecry, emtorevOn iv xdopg, dve- 
AhpOn Ev ddzy. 

Partem commatis 16 posteriorem verti, Qus in carne mant- 
Jestatus est, ille tn spiritu justifcatus est, Greecee Lingue idi- 
oma, nisi perquam barbaré, omnino vetat. Si enim talis fuisset 
mens apostoli, scripsisset, non d¢ épavepwOn év capei, edexarwOn 
év evetpart, sed 6 éy capkl gavepiGerc EducawOn ey wrvedpare. | 


ee 
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TEXT XXXIII. 
Hes. i. 8. 


IIpd¢ 8? rov Yidv* ‘O Opdvo¢ cov, 6 Osde, tig Tov alwva 
TOV aiwyvoc. 


1. Kal, rapa rév voovpevoy rounrny rev Edwy, dddog ric xvpe- 
odoyeirat txd rob ‘Ayliov Ivevparoc® ov pdvor dé dua Muciwe, 
dAda Kai dua Aafid. 

Kal yap, oe éxelvov, cipnrav Aéyer 6 Kuptog rg Kuply pov, 
KaOov éx deliv prov, Ewe Gv OG -rovg éxOpove cov tronditoy rev 
x00@Y cov’ we TpoElpnxa. 

Kal wander, év Aare Adyotc’ ‘O Opdvoc cov, 6 Oede, tig row 
aléva rov aildvoc. ‘PaBdoc evOirnroc f paBdoe rijc Pactdelac 
cov. "Hyarnoac dtxacoovrny, cal éulonoac dvoplay. Arad rovro, 
Exptcé ce 6 Oedc, 6 Oede cov, Ehatov dyaNtacewe mapa rove 
plerdxove cov. 

Ei oby cal Gddov reve Beodoyeiy Kai Kupeodoyety ro Tvetpa rod 
“Aywy guré dpeic mapa roy Larépa rév drwy ‘kal roy Xpioroy 
avrov, droxplyac0é po. Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. 
p. 215. 

2. °O Opdvog cov, 6 Oedc, elg rov aidva rod alévoc.— 

“Ort your xat mpooxuynrdg éore wal Oedc cal Xpiordc bac rov 


Tav’ra Tonoarvrog paprupovpevoc, Kal of Adyot otra dcappheny 


onpalyover. Justin. Dial. cum Tryph. Oper. p. 223. 

8. Neque enim Dominus, neque Spiritus Sanctus, neque 
apostoli, eum, qui non esset Deus, definitivé et absoluté Deum 
nominassent aliquando, nisi esset verus Deus : neque Dominum 
appellassent aliquem ex sua persona, nisi, qui dominatur omnium 
Deum Patrem, et Filium ejus qui dominium accepit a Patre 
suo omnis conditionis ; quemadmodum habet illud: Dixit Do- 
minus Domino meo; Sede a dextris meis, quoadusque ponam 
tnimicos tuos scabellum pedum tuorum. Patrem enim Filio col- 
loquutum ostendit: qui et dedit ei hereditatem gentium, et 
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subjecit ei omnes inimicos. Veré igitur cum Pater sit Dominus, 
et Filius veré sit Dominus, merito Spiritus Sanctus Domini ap- 
pellatione signavit eos. 

Et iterum, in eversione Sodomitarum, Scriptura ait: Et 
pluit Dominus (Heb. Jehovah) super Sodomam et Gomorrham 
ignem et sulphur a Domino (Heb. Jehovah) de colo. Filium 
enim hic significat, qui et Abrahze conloquutus sit, et a Patre 
accepisse potestatem ad judicandum Sodomitas ee iniqui- 
tatem eorum. 

Similiter habet illud: Sedes tua, Deus, in eternum. Virga 
directionis, virga regni tut. Dilextstt justetiam, et odists iniqui- 
tatem: propterea, unxzit te Deus, Deus tuus. Utrosque enim 
Dei appellatione significavit Spiritus ; et eum qui oe Filium, 
et eum qui ungit (id est) Patrem. 

Et iterum: Deus stetit in synagoga deorum ; tn medio autem 
deos discernit. De Patre et Filio, et de his qui adoptionem 
perceperunt, dicit. Hi autem sunt Ecclesia: hee enim est 
synagoga Dei, quam Deus, hoc est Filius ipse, per semetipsum 
collegit. 

De quo iterum dicit: Deus deorum Dominus (Heb. Jehovah ) 
loquutus est, et vocavit terram. Quis Deus, de quo dixit: Deus 
manifesté veniet, Deus noster ; et non silebit? Hoc est Filius: 
qui, secundum manifestationem hominibus, advenit; qui dicit 
palam, Apparus his qui me non querunt. Quorum autem deo- 
rum, quibus dicit: Ego diat; Du estts, et filii Alttssims omnes? 
Hi scilicet, qui adoptionis gratiam adepti sunt, per quem cla- 
mamus, 4bba Pater. 

Nemo igitur alius, quemadmodum preedixi, Deus nominatur, 
aut Dominus appellatur, nisi qui est omnium Deus et Dominus; 
qui et Moysi dixit; Ego sum, qui sum ; et sic dices filiis Israel, 
Qui est misit me ad vos: et hujus Filius Jesus Christus Dominus 
noster, qui filios Dei facit credentes in nomen suum. Iren. adv. 
heer. lib. iil. c. 6. p. 174, 175. 

4. Ceeterum ubique teneo unam substantiam in tribus cohe- 
rentibus. ‘Tamen alium dicam oportet ex necessitate sensus, 
eum qui jubet, et eum qui facit. Nam nec juberet si ipse 

VOL. I. Bb 
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faceret, dum juberet fieri per eum. ‘Tamen jubebat, haud sibi 
jussurus si unus esset ; aut sine jussu facturus, quia non expec- 
tasset ut sibi juberet. 

Ergo, inquis, si Deus dixit, et Deus fecit; si alius Deus 
dixit, et alius fecit: duo Dii preedicantur. . 

Si tam durus es, puta interim: et, ut adbuc amplius hoc 
putes, accipe et in psalmo duos Deos dictos. Thronus tuus, 
Deus, in eoum : virga regni tui. Dilexists justitiam, et odists 
tniguitatem : propterea unxit te Deus, Deus tuus. . Siad Deum 
loquitur, et unctum Deum a Deo affirmat: sed hic duos Deos 
pro virga regni tui. Tertull. adv. Prax. § 9. Oper. p. 413. 

5. Quod Deus Christus.—Item in psalmo xliv: Thronus 
tuus, Deus, in secula seculorum. Virga cequitatis, virga regni 
tui. Dilexisti justitiam, et odistt intquitatem : propterea unzit 
te Deus, Deus tuus, oleo exultationis, super participes tuos. 
Cyprian. adv. Jud. lib. ii. § 6. Oper. vol. i. p. 34, 35. 

6. HapaGécba dé cal rac xpogpnrelac, rodv Gy ein’ dpxet O° 
éxi rov xapdyrog TO Axo Tov TEecocapoKooTOU Kal rerdprov Wadpov, 
dc xal éxcyéypanrac xpoc GAAore elvat Kal gd1) rep rod adyarn- 
rov, tvOa xai Oeog aynydpevrar cadic, dca rovrwr* "EZeytOn 4 
XApic ey xelreoi cov' ta rovro ebd\dynoé ce & Oede ele rov 
alwva. 

IIpdoxec 6° éxtpedwe roic ékijc, Eva ede eipnrar. ‘O Opdvoc 
ov, yap dno, 6 Oedc, el¢ rov aléva rov alwvoc. ‘Pafdoe eb- 
Gurnroc,  padoc rij¢ Baordelacg cov. "'Hyarnoac dtxacoovyny, 
cal éulonoac avoplay® da rovro éxptcé oe 6 Oedc, 6 Oede cov, 
EXatoy dyaddacewc, rapa rove peroxoue aov. ° 

Kai xaravdet, dre Ocg Susrdwy 6 xpophrne, ov 6 Opdyog éativ 
tic roy aldva rov aiwyvog, cai paSdoc evOurnroc f) paBdo¢ rijc Bact- 
‘ Aelag abrov, rovroy rov Gedy gyot KexpicOat vxd Oéov, Sc éoriy 
avrot Osdc* xexpioOar dé, éxel rapa rove peréxovg abrov’ ovro¢ 
Hyadance Oucawcvyny, kai éuloncey dvoplav. Orig. cont. Cels. 
lib. i. p. 43. 

7. “Oc & &y avripaynrat roy Yidv Tov Oeov Ocey pa elvac xpo 
karafodijc Kéapou morevety Kat cporoyeiv, pdoxwy Ovo Qeove 
carayyéd\ecOar tdy & Yiog rod Ocot Oeog kypvacyrat, rovroy ad- 





? 
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Aérptoy rod éxxAnotaorikov Kdvovoc tyoupeBa’ Kai wacat at Ka- 
Gorecal éxxAnota cvpdwvoverw Huiv. epi ydp rovrov yéyparrac’ 
°O Opdr0¢ cov, 6 Ged, cic aidva alwvoc. Concil. Antioch. Epist. 
ad Paul. Samos. apud Routh. Rel. Sacr. vol. ii. p. 466. 

8. Factus est, et Dei Filius per Spiritum, et hominis per 
carnem: idest, et Deus et homo. Dei virtus in eo, ex operibus 
quee fecit, apparuit: fragilitas hominis, ex passione quam per- 
tulit; quam cur susceperit, paulo post docebo. Interim, et 
Deum fuisse et hominem, ex utroque genere permistum, pro- 
phetis vaticinantibus discimus.—Item David, in psalmo xliv : 
Thronus tuus, Deus, in secula seculorum. Lactant. Instit. lib. iv. 
§ 13. p. 388. 


TEXT XXXIV. 
Hes. ii. 7, 8, 9. 


4 
"HXdrrwoag abrév Boayxd tt wap’ ayyédoucg’ Oden Kat 
oo 9 4 >A > A > NN \ 
Tyg toTEpavwoag avTov, Kal Karéornoac avTov émi Ta Epya 
Twv xEowv cov. Tlavra trerd’ac troxatw twv rodwy 
9 ~ 9 4 ~ ¢ , bd o~ N U ° >, ~ 
avrov. "Ev ydp tw bwordba avtw ra ravra, ovdey adiixev 
a’ry avurdraxrov’ viv 0? olt@w dpepuev atty Ta wavTa 
urorstaypéva’ tov d Bpaxd re map’ ayytAouve jAaTTw- 
~~ , ~ 
pévov BAErouev "Incovy, did td raOnpa tov Oavdrou, dd&y 
kal tiuy torepaveivov’ Stweo xagiTt Oeov brio wavroc 
yebonrat Oavarov. 


1. Dictusest quidem Magni consilii Angelus, id est, Nunczus : 
officii, non naturze, vocabulo. Magnum enim cogitatum Patris, 
super hominis scilicet restitutione, annunciaturus seculo erat. 

Non ideo tamen sic angelus intelligendus, ut Gabriel aut 
Michael. Nam et Filius, a Domino vine, mittitur ad cultores, 
sicut ét famuli, de fructibus petitum. Sed non propterea unus 


ex famulis deputabitur Filius, quia famulorum successit officio. 
Bb2 
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Facilius ergo dicam, si forte ipsum Filium angelum, id est, 
nuncium Patris, quam angelum tn Filio. 

Sed, quum de Filio ipso sit pronunciatum ; Minuisti eum 
modico quid citra angelos: quomodo videbitur angelum induisse, 
sic infra angelos diminutus, dum homo fit, qua caro et anima et 
filius hominis? Qua autem Spiritus Dei et Virtus Altissimi, 
non potest infra angelos haberi, Deus scilicet et Dei Filius. 
Quanto ergo, dum hominem gestat, minor angelis factus est: 
tanto nondum angelum gestat. Tertull. de carn. Christ. § 10. 
Oper. p. 32. 

2. Nam et profitemur, Christum semper egisse in Dei Patris 
nomine, ipsum ab initio conversatum, ipsum congressum cum 
patriarchis et prophetis, Filium Creatoris, Sermonem ejus, quem 
ex semetipso proferendo Filium fecit, ut exinde omni disposi- 
tioni suze voluntatique preefecit, diminuens tllum modico citra 
angelos, sicut apud eum scriptum est: qua diminutione, in heec 
quoque dispositus est a Patre, quee ut humana reprehenditis, 
ediscens Jam inde a primordio, jam inde hominem, quod erat 
futurus in fine. Tertull. adv. Marcion. lib. ii. § 21. Oper. 
p. 189. 





TEXT XXXV. 
Rev. i. 8, 11. xxii. 13. 


"Eyw siutto A Kal ro Q, apy? Kal réXoc, Ayer 6 Kipioc, 
6 wy Kat 6 hv Kal 6 épyouevoc, 6 wavtoxpatwp. “Eyw 
eiue to A kat to Q, 6 mpwroc Kal 6 oyaroc. "Eyw ijt 
to A kal rd Q, apxn kal rédog, 6 wewrtog Kal 6 Eoxaroc. 


1. Pater quidem invisibilis, de quo et Dominus dixit: Deum 
nemo vidit unquam. 

Verbum autem ejus, quemadmodum volebat ipse, et ad utili- 
tatem videntium claritatem monstrabat Patris, et dispositiones 
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_exponebat. Quemadmodum et Dominus dixit: Unigenitus 
Deus qui est tn sinu Pairis, tpse enarravit. 

Et ipse interpretafur Patris Verbum, utpote dives et multus 
existens, non In una figura nec in uno charactere videbatur 
videntibus eum, sed secundum dispensationem ejus causas sive 
efficaciam, sicut in Daniele scriptum est. 

Aliquando enim cum his, qui erant circa Ananiam, Azariam, 
Mizaelem, videbatur ; assistens eis in fornace ignis et in camino, 
et liberans eos de igne. Et visto, inquit, quarti similis Filio 
Dei. 

Rarsum hic idem videbitur, quasi Filius hominis, in nubibus 
coeli veniens, et appropinquans ad Veterem dierum, et sumens 
ab eo universam potestatem et gloriam et regnum. Et potestas, 
inquit, ejus potestas eterna ; et regnum ejus non interibit, 

Sed et Joannes, Domini discipulus, in Apocalypsi, sacerdo- 
talem et gloriosum regni ejus videns adventum, Conversus sum, 
inquit, videre vocem que loquebatur mecum: et conversus vids 
septem candelabra aurea, et inter candelabra similem Filio 
hominis. Joanne verd non sustinente visionem, Et cecidi enim, 
inquit, ad pedes ejus quasi mortuus (ut fieret quod scriptum est, 
Nemo vidit Deum, et vivet): et vivificans eum Verbum, et ad- 
monens quoniam ipse est in cujus pectore recumbebat ad coenam 
Interrogans quis esset qui inciperet eum tradere, et dicebat ; 
Ego sum primus et novissimus, et qui vivo et fut mortuus, et ecce 
vivo in secula seculorum, et habeo claves mortis et inferorum. 
Iren. adv. heer. lib. iv. c. 37.§ 11, 12. p. 270. 

2. Kal 62) ob yiverac drexvwe Ev we Ev, obd€ ToAAG we pépn, 6 
Yidc* dAN’ we wdvra Ev. “EvOey cai wavra’ xixdoc ydp 6 abro¢ 
xacwy rwv dvvapewy cic Ev eitovpévwy Kal Evoupévwy. Arad 
rovro, “Ahga cal 'Quéya & Adyog eipnrat ov pdvov ro rédog 
dox?) yiverat, cal reXevrg wade él riv dvwOey dpyiv, obdapod 
Staorany AaBwy. Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. iv. Oper. p. 537. 

3. Odrwe wai abrog cipnrar 6 Kupwuc “Adda xai OQuéya, apy?) 
cad rédoc, dt ov ra mdvra éyévero, Kal ywpic abrov Eyévero OvdE 
éy. Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. iv. Oper. p. 684. 

4. Interim hic mihi promotum sit responsum adversus id, 
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quod et de Apocalypsi Joannis proferunt ; Ego Dominus, qui est 
et qui fuit et venit, Omnipotens ; et sicubi alibi Dei Omnipotentis 
appellationem non putant etiam Filio convenire, quasi qui ven 
turus sit Omnipotens, cum et Filius Omnipotentis tam Omni-- 
potens sit Dei Filius, quam Deus Dei Filius. 

Sed hanc societatem nominum paternorum in Filio ne facile 
perspiciant, perturbat illos scriptura, si quando unicum Deum 
statuit : quasi non eadem et Deos et Dominos duos proposuerit, 
ut supra ostendimus. Ergo, quia duos et unum, inquiunt, in- 
venimus : ideo ambo unus atque idem, et Filius, et Pater. 

Porro non periclitatur scriptura, ut ili de tua argumentatione 
succurras, ne sibi contraria videatur. Habet rationem, et quum 
unicum Deum statuit, et quum duos Patrem et Filium ostendit : 
et sufficit sibi. Filium nominari ab ea constat. Salvo enim 
Filio, rect@ unicum Deum potest determinasse, cujus est Filius. 
Non enim desinit esse, qui habet Filium, ipse unicus: suo sci- 
licet nomine, quotiens sine Filio nominatur. Sine Filio autem 
nominatur, quum principaliter determinatur ut prima persona 
quze ante Filii nomen erat proponenda: quia Pater anté cog- 
noscitur, et post Patrem Filius nominatur. Igitur unus Deus 
Pater, et absque eo alius non est. Quod ipse inferens, non 
Filium negat, sed alium Deum. Czterum alius a Patre Filius 
non est. 

Sermone ejus coelt firmats sunt: et, Spirttu ejus, omnis virtus 
eorum. Et Sermo autem Virtus et Sophia, ipse erit Dei Filius. 
Ita, si per Filium omnia, coelum quoque per Filium extendens, 
non solus extendit, nisi illa ratione qua czeteris solus. 

Hic est Filius meus dilectus: hune audite. Ita, Filium sub- 
jungens, ipse interpretator est, quomodo ccelum solus extende- 
rit: scilicet, cum Filio solus, sicut cum Filio unum. 

Proinde et Filii erit Vox, Extend: coelum solus: quia Ser- 
mone cceli confirmati sunt. Quia, Sophia in Sermone adsis- 
tente, paratum est coelum, et omnia per Sermonem facta sunt: 
competit et Filium solum extendisse coelum, quia solus opera- 
tioni Patris ministravit. 

Idem erit dicens: Ego primus, et in superventura ego sum. 
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Primum scilicet omnium Sermo: Jn principio erat Sermo; in 
quo principio prolatus a Patre est. Ceeterum Pater, non 
habens initium, ut a nullo prolatus, ut innatus, non potest 
videri. Qui solus fuit semper, ordinem habere non potuit. 

Igitur, si propter ea eundem et Patrem et Filium credendum 
putaverunt, ut unum Deum vindicent: salva est unio ejus, qui, 
quum sit unus, habeat et Filium, zequé et ipsum eisdem scrip- 
turis comprehensum. Tertull. adv. Prax. § 12, 14. Oper. 
p- 418, 419. Vide etiam Tertull. de monogam. § 5. Oper. 
p- 573, 574. 

5. Quod Deus Christus.—Item in Apocalypsi: Ego sum A 
et Q, initium et finis. Ego sitientt dabo de fonte aque vite 
gratis. Qui vicerit, possidebit ea et corum hereditatem : et ero 
ejus Deus, et tlle erit mihs Filius: Cyprian. adv. Jud. lib. ii. 
§ 6. Oper. vol. i. p. 84, 35, 36. Vide etiam Orig. Comment. in “ 
Joan. Oper. vol. ii. p. 5, 19, 21, 31, 32, 33. 


Dr. Priestley, it will be recollected, lays it down, as AN IN- 
CONTROVERTIBLE FACT: that, In the early times of the Church, 
the Scriptures were constantly read, by persons better qualified 
to understand the language of them than we at this time can 
pretend to be, WITHOUT SUGGESTING ANY SUCH NOTIONS OF THE 
DIVINITY OR THE PREEXISTENCE OF CHRIST AS ARE NOW SUPPOSED 
TO BE CLEARLY CONTAINED IN THEM. 

And, on the alleged yacr thus without hesitation placed 
before us, that remarkable Historian, it will further be recol~ 
lected, observes: that The ract in question will weigh much 
with those, who are apt to lay great stress on the usual construct- 
10n of SOME PABTICULAR TEXTS. 

It may also be useful to remember: that This same ract ts 
insinuated, or more than insinuated, both by Mr. Belsham and 
by Dr. Carpenter. For, in reference to the texts litigated be- 
tween modern Trinitarians and modern Antitrinitarians, they 
distinctly intimate : that What we may deem THE NATURAL sIG~ 
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NIFICATION OF WORDS AND PHRASES was, tn truth, Nor the sig- 
nifcation annexed to them by men who lived during the early 
ages of the Church. 

I. Now, that the ract, alleged or insinuated with more or 
less broadness by these three writers, ought, were it a real 
FACT, to weigh much with every candid inquirer after truth, I 
will readily allow. But, in sooth, the real pact turns out to be 
' precisely the reverse of the alleged Fact. 

1. In the early times of the Church, so far were the PaRTI- 
CULAR TEXTS in question from Not suggesting any such notions 
of the divinity or the preéxistence of Christ, as are now, by 
modern Trinitarians, supposed to be clearly contained in chem: 
that we INVARIABLY find them suggesting, in the early times of 
the Church, precisely the same notions on those important 
points, as, in these later times, they still continue to suggest. 

With singular unanimity, the ecclesiastical writers, who 
flourished anterior to the first Council of Nice (for, among these, 
exclusively of their modern postnicene successors, our inquiry 
into early interpretations must obviously be conducted), aL- 
ways, so far at least as I have observed, understood and 
expounded the PARTICULAR TEXTS, not as Dr. Priestley and his 
associates would understand and expound them, but As CLEARLY 
INDICATING THE SEVERAL CONNECTED DOCTRINES OF THE TRINITY 
AND OF CHRIST'S PREEXISTENCE AND INCARNATION AND ESSENTIAL 
DIVINITY. 

2. If, in any one instance, the PARTICULAR TEXTS can be found 
to have been read by the writers in those early times wiTHOUT 
SUGGESTING ANY SUCH NOTIONS OF THOSE DOCTRINES AS ARE NOW 
SUPPOSED TO BE CLEARLY CONTAINED IN THEM: that circum- 
stance has escaped my notice. 

Since, however, Dr. Priestley asserts, while Mr. Belsham and 
Dr. Carpenter more than insinuate, the absolute UNIVERSALITY 
of the circumstance : doubtless, if there be the very smallest 
modicum of truth in the matter asserted or insinuated, it will be 
easy to produce, if not a cloud of instances, yet at least a single 
solitary instance, in which some one of the PARTICULAR TEXTS 
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was understood, as we are assured they were, in those early 
days, ALWAys understood. ; 

II. At present, the matter rests in POSITIVE UNVARYING CON- 
TRADICTION to the Historian’s peremptory assertion. 

Hence the perfectly reasonable argument, which he would 
build upon THE FACT ASSERTED, ceases to be his property, and 
becomes the indisputable property of the Church Catholic. 

Borrowing, therefore, with the requisite alterations, the lan- 
guage of Dr. Priestley himself, the Trinitarian, I conceive, is 
now, after this copious examination, authorised, by the mere 
stubbornness of naked Facts, to state the argument of the His- 
torian in manner following. | 

With those, who deservedly lay great stress on the usual 
natural construction of the PARTICULAR TEXTS litigated between 
modern Trinitarians and modern Antitrinitarians, it nill weigh 
much, when they duly consider : that, tn the early temes of the 
Church, or in the times which tntervened between the apostolic 
age and the first Council of Nice, the Scriptures were constantly 
read by persons better qualified to understand the language of 
them, than either Dr. Priestley or Mr. Belsham or Dr. Carpen- 
ter or any other Antitrinttartan in these present days can pretend 
to be; and that, to these primitive readers (as we superabund- 
antly learn from yet existing documents), THEY INVARIABLY 
SUGGESTED PRECISELY THE SAME NOTIONS OF THE PREEXISTENCE 
AND THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST AS ARE STILL BY THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH SUPPOSED TO BE CLEARLY CONTAINED IN THEM. 

The argument before us, whether in the hands of Dr. Priest- 
ley or as oceupied by a Trinitarian, rests altogether upon an 
ALLEGED FACT.. 

Precisely, therefore, as THE ALLEGED FACT is well established 
or not established, THE ARGUMENT itself is valid or invalid. 


NUMBER IL 


RESPECTING THE PRIMITIVE HEBREW CHURCH OF JERUSALEM. 





SECTION I. 


RESPECTING DR. PRIESTLEY'S TREATMENT OF HEGESIPPUS. 





Fron the then extant Works of Hegesippus, it is testified by 
Eusebius: that That writer symbolised in doctrine with the 
known Trinitarians, Irenéus and Melito; and, consequently, 
that He himself was a Trinitarian who held the tenet of Christ's 
divinity. 

Under this aspect, I have adduced him as a witness for the 
Trinitarianism of all the Churches from east to west, which he 
visited in his progress from Asia to Rome about the year 153. 
See above, book i. chap. 10. § 1. 3. 

Yet, in defiance of the testimony of Eusebius professedly 
derived from the very Works of Hegesippus, Dr. Priestley, 
with his wonted freedom from cautious hesitation, roundly pro- 
nounces: that He was certainly an Antitrinitarian who rejected 
the divinity of Christ. 

I. If it be asked, on what ground the historian advances this 
opinion, I ean only state: that the argument, by which he um- 
dertakes to establish it, is the following. 

Eusebius says: that, From some parts of the writings of 
Hegesippus, we may collect ; that he was a Christian of the He- 
brews. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iv. c. 22. 
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Now Dr. Priestley asserts: that atu the Hebrew Christians 
were Antitrinitarians who denied the divinity of Christ. 

But, according to the inference of Eusebius, Hegesippus was 
a Christian of the Hebrews. 

Therefore, plainly from Dr. Priestley’s premises, Hegesippus 
must have been an Antitrinitarian who denied the divinity of 
Christ. 

II. The opinions of Hegesippus having thus, by an induction 
from Dr. Priestley’s own private hypothesis, been satisfactorily 
established to be antitrinitarian and humanitarian: a singular 
perplexity, in regard to the management of his evidence, im- 
mediately presents itself. 

Hegesippus declares: that atu the Churches, which he visited 
in his progress from Asia to Rome, unanimously held the same 
faith. 

Now this faith, thus unanimously held by ax the visited 
Churches, he plainly identifies with his own faith, by the cir- 
cumstance of his calling it the nicut fatth. 

And this ricat faith, thus unanimously and harmoniously 
held both by hemself and by all the visited Churches, he pro- 
nounces, agreeably to the concurring assertion of all those visi- 
ted Churches, to have been preached both by the Law and by 
the Prophets and by the Lord hemself. 

Hence, if Hegesippus must have been an humanitarianising - 
Antitrinitarian because he was a Hebrew Christian: then, 
plainly, in despite of the positive testimony of Irenéus to a 
directly contrary effect, the nicu? faith, universally held by the 
visited Churches both in the East and in the West, on the ex- 
press ground that it was received from Christ and his Apostles, 
must have been the modern aiititrinitarian and humanitarian 
system. 

III. This conclusion, inasmuch as it flatly contradicts Ire- 
néus who was intimately acquainted with the doctrines taught 
both in the East and m the West at the very time that his con- 
temporary Hegesippus was journeying to Rome, has given Dr. 
Priestley some degree of trouble, and in two several places of 
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his History of Early Opinions has seduced him into no ordinary 
measure of inconsistency. 

1. In one part of his History, he states; that Hegesippus 
found au. the Churches, which he visited in his journey to Rome, 
holding the nicut faith taught by Christ and the Apostles: and 
then he adds; that Zhis nicut faith was, in the opinion of He- 
gesippus, PROBABLY that of Christ being, not God, but man only. 
Hist. of Early Opin. book iii. chap. 12. Works, vol. vi. p. 469. 

Here, so far as I can understand him, Dr. Priestley, though 
with evident hesitation and with apparently conscious disingenu- 
ousness, would, from The alleged Antitrinitarianism of Hege- 
sippus, insinuate, rather than directly assert, The universal An- 
titrinitarianism of the visited Churches. For, if, under the as- 
pect of the nicut faith, Hegesippus found, in all the visited 
Churches, the doctrine of Christ being, not God, but man only: 
it would inevitably follow; that All the Churches, visited by 
him, were antitrinitarian. 

Dr. Priestley admits: that az the visited Churches held the 
saMe faith. He further admits: that This untyorsm faith is by 
Hegesippus styled THE RIGHT FAITH. But, just as if a bare 
fact depended upon the theological opinion of a private indivi- 
dual, he is pleased to.intimate: that This niagut Faitu, which, 
simply tn the way of vact, was held by all the visited Churches, 
was, in the ovinton of Hegesippus, rropaBiy that of Christ 
being, not God, but man only. 

From the alleged tndividual opinion, then, of Hegesippus, 
respecting the nature of THE RIGHT FAITH, Dr. Priestley would 
here insinuate the pretended general fact: that THE RIGHT 
PAITH, held by all the visited Churches, was the modern scheme 
of Humanitarian Antitrinitarianism. 

2. Yet, in another and subsequent part of this self-same Hts- 
tory of Early Opinions, apparently as if compelled by the over- 
powering testimony of Irenéus the contemporary of Hegesippus, 
he tacitly admits the ract: that All the visited Churches held 
the dwinity of Christ. Hist. of Early Opin. Conclus, sect. iv. 
Works, vol. vii. p. 189. 
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Now this admission obviously requires an explanation of the 
very strong and peculiar language employed by Hegesippus. 

For, if Hegesippus, as Dr. Priestley assures us, believed 
Christ to be, not God, but man only ; and if all the visited 
Churches worshipped Christ, as being very God incarnate in 
very man: it is somewhat incomprehensible, how Hegesippus 
could say ; that They held the ricut faith, that He and they were 
jointly comforted by the nicut faith of each other, and that This 
same ricHT faith of himself and all the visited Churches had 
been preached by the Lord and had been handed down by the 
Apostles. 

The matter, truly, seems not a little perplexed : and it is 
passing hard to understand, how the two diametrically opposite 
doctrines of Christ’s essential divinity and Christ’s mere hu- 
manity could be, not only each alike the nicur faith, but also 
both of them that onez identical faith which was handed down 
by the Apostles from the teaching of their Master. 

Yet Dr. Priestley is provided with what he deems an easy 

solution of the difficulty. 
_ In his theory, Gnosticism was the sole heresy, which dis- 
turbed the early Church. Hence he invites us to believe: that, 
provided only Hegesippus found all the visited Churches free 
from Gnosticism, he would be perfectly satisfied. And hence 
he calls upon us to think with him: that, although Hegesippus 
deemed Christ to be a mere man, and although the Churches 
with one accord worshipped him as very God ; still Hegesip- 
pus, even quite naturally, would say, that The Churches re- 
tained the nicut faith. 

The ‘present invitation seems so very extraordinary, that, 
lest I should be thought guilty of misrepresentation, the his- 
torian shall speak in his own proper words. 

That Hegesippus, though an Unitarian himself, should speak 
as he does of the state of opinions in the several Churches which 
he visited, as then retaining THE TRUE FAITH, 78, I think, very 
natural. The only heresy, which disturbed the Apostle John 
and therefore the other Jewish Christians in general, was that 
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of the Gnostics ; and all the elegen different kinds of heresies, 
enumerated by this writer, are probably only different branches 
of that one great heresy. If, therefore, the Churches, which he 
visited, were free from Gnosticiem: he would naturally say, that 
THEY RETAINED THE TRUE FAITH. 

Let us now mark the results which follow from this second 
statement of Dr. Priestley : wherein he plainly, though tacitly, 
admits the visited Churches to have held trinitarian opinions 
and thence to have differed in sentiment from the alleged Anti- 
tymitarian Hegesippus. 

(1.) According to Dr. Priestley, a primitive Antitrinitarian, 
it seems, would very naturally say : that Primstive Trinttarians, 
provided only they were free from Gnosticism, retained, as 
Hegestppus speaks, THE TRUE YAITH PREACHED BOTH BY THE 
LAW AND BY THE PROPHETS AND BY THE LORD HIMSELF. 

In other words, if we may credit Dr. Priestley, a primitive 
Antitrinitarian would very naturally say: that 7'rinttariantsm, 
untainted by Gnosticism, but involving the divinity and conse- 
guent adoration of Christ, was certainly the doctrine, both 
preached by the Lord himseif, and also propounded under the 
yet prior dispensation of Moses. 

Such being the case, still in the judgment of Dr. Priestley, 
the primitive Trinitarians of all the visited Churches, and the 
primitive Antitrinitanan Hegesippus their cherished visiter, 
would, very naturally be, as Hegesippus speaks, soIntTLy com- 
FORTED BY THE RIGHT FAITH OF EACH OTHER. 

The whole of this plainly follows from Dr. Priestley’s second 
statement ; in which, according to the positive general testimony 
of Irenéus, the Trinitarianism of the visited Churches is, by the 
very turn of the solution, tacitly supposed and admitted. 

Hegesippus, indeed, by describing the trinitarian faith of the 
visited Churches a8 THE TRUE FAITH PREACHED BOTH BY THE 
LAW AND BY THE PROPHETS AND BY THE LORD HIMSELF, must 
obviously have stigmatised As own antitrinitarian faith as bemg 
not the faith preached by Christ and by the ancient Scriptures. 
For it is quite clear: that sora the two systems coald net have 
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been EQUALLY preached, as THE rRUE FAITH, by Christ and by 
the Prophets. 

Nevertheless, this trifling oversight is of little importance. 
For, as Dr. Priestley tells us, if Gnosticism, in all its eleven 
branches, were but duly eschewed, the faith of the Trinitarian 
and the faith of the Antitrinitarian, though they could not both 
have been preached by Christ and his Apostles, would be equally 
THE RIGHT FAITH : It being, in the estimation of these singularly 
liberal religionists of the second century, a matter of the least 
possible theological consequence, whether a system were 
preached by Christ or were not preached by Christ, whether 
they adored Christ as very God or deemed him a mere pec- 
cable man. 

(2.) Now, if this be the case: that is to say, if Trinitarian 
and Antitrinitarian may very naturally be said alike to retain 
THE TRUE FAITH PREACHED BOTH BY THE LAW AND BY THE PRO- 
PHETS AND BY THE LORD HIMSELF, provided only they are alike 
free from Gnosticism: it is not easy to discover, what parti- 
cular utility Dr. Priestley could propose to himself, in writing 
two bulky Histories’ for the express purpose of shewing ; that 
Trinitarianism, which the alleged primitive Antitrinitartan He- 
gestppus allowed to be THE TRUE FAITH HANDED DOWN TO ALL 
THE CHURCHES FROM CHRIST AND HIS APOSTLES, 18, nevertheless, 
a rank and abominable corruption, nay, with bad eminence, the 
very palmary corruption, of genuine aboriginal Christianity. 

Even by the historian’s own account of the matter, his early 
Unitarian Hegesippus entertained of it no such formidable 
opinion. Like the Apostle John and therefore like all the other 
Jenish Christians in general, as Dr. Priestley speaks, the only 
heresy, which disturbed Aim, was, not Trinitarianism and the 
consequent worship of Christ as very God incarnate, but the 
monster Gnosticism rampant with its eleven distinct heads. 
He, good easy man, though an Unitarian himself, as Dr. Priest- 
ley assures us, spent many days in familiar converse with the 
Christ-adoring Corinthians: and he declares; that they, the 
ancorrupted Unitarian to wit and the corrupted Trinitarian 
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Idolaters (for Idolaters they must have been, if Christ were a 
mere man like one of themselves), were jointly comforted by 
THE RIGHT FAITH OF EACH OTHER. 

This result from the alleged Antitrinitarianism of Hegesippus 
is precisely the same, as if Dr. Priestley and Dr. Horsley, at 
the end of a long and familiar conference extending through a 
visit of many days, should have found themselves greatly re- 
freshed in spirit by the happy discovery: that they alike re- 
tained THE TRUE FAITH PREACHED BY CHRIST AND HIS APOSTLES, 
because neither of them was in the least degree tainted by 
Gnosticism under any one of its eleven modifications. 


SECTION IL. 


RESPECTING THE FAITH OF THE PRIMITIVE HEBREW CHURCH OF 
JERUSALEM. 


Dr. Priestley asserts: that All the Hebrew Christians, from 
the very beginning, were Humanitarian Antirinitartans. And, 
on this general assertion, as we have seen, he grounds the par- 
ticular assertion : that Hegesyppus, when he visited the Churches 
of Greece and Italy, and when both he himself and the visited 
Churches were jointly comforted by the right faith of each other, 
must have been an Humanitarian Antitrinitarian, inasmuch as 
he was a Hebrew Christian. 

Now, both from the clear testimony of Eusebius, and from the 
very necessity of the language of Hegesippus when connected 
with the decisive evidence of Irenéus in regard to the nature 
of the faith professed by the entire Catholic Church in every 
quarter of the globe, it is certain; that Hegesippus must be 
deemed an exception from Dr. Priestley’s general rule : for that 
individual, though a Hebrew Christian, was assuredly, like 
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Irenéus and Melito, a Trinitarian who held the doctrine of our 
Lord’s essential divinity. 

Such being the case, notwithstanding the adage Exceptto 
probat regulam, it may not be useless to inquire: whether Dr. 
Priestley’s general assertion, that All the Hebrew Christians, 
from the very beginning, were Humanitarian Antitrinitarians, 
does itself rest upon any solid foundation. 

In truth, the inquiry is of some considerable importance. 
For, if such were the faith of all the Hebrew Christians from 
the very beginning: then it must have been the faith of the 
primitive Hebrew Church of Jerusalem. And, if such were 
the faith of the primitive Hebrew Church of Jerusalem, which 
was the oldest of all the Churches, which was planted by the 
Apostles themselves, and which had the Apostle James the 
brother of the. Lord for its first diocesan Bishop: then the 
Antitrinitarian System must, in the Christian Church Catholic 
which once coincided in its limits with the single Hebrew 
Church of Jerusalem, have chronologically preceded the Trini- 
tarian System. nd, if, in the Christian Church Catholic, the 
Antitrinitarian System chronologically preceded the Trinitarian 
System : then, according to the just canon of Tertullian, that, 
Whatever in revealed religion ts first, must be true: and, what- 
ever ts subsequently added by man, must be false, Antitrini- 
tarianism, not Trinitarianism, must have been the System 
which was originally preached by Christ and his Apostles. 

To bring out, in short, the conclusion, that, In the Catholic 
Church herself, Humanitarian Unipersonalism is more ancient 
than Divinitarian Trinitartanism, was the object, first of Zuicker 
in his /renicum Irenicorum, and afterward of his somewhat more 
modern follower Dr. Priestley. 

: Now, whatever may be the antiquity of the Jewish Ebionites 
who were censured from the very first as holding an erroneous 
system of faith, we have, I believe, proof positive: that, Jn 
point of doctrine, the parent Church of Jerusalem, that mother 
of all Churches, as she is justly styled in the Synodical Epistle 
of the Council of Constantinople (Synod. Epist. Concil. Constan. 
VOL. I. ce 
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apud Theodorit. Hist. Eccles. lib. v. c. 9. p. 211.), was Nor 
humanitarian and untpersonalistic. 

I. My first testimony shall be that of the ecclesiastical his- 
torian Eusebius. 

From the documents of ancient writers which were extant at 
the beginning of the fourth century, this diligent compiler, as 
he himself informs us, had learned: that, /n regular succession, 
Jifteen Bishops, from the Apostle James down to the time of tts 
dissolution by Adrian, had presided over the primitive Church of 
Jerusalem ; that All these Prelates were of hebrew extraction; 
and that They all, from the very beginning, both recetved and 
taught the knowledge of Christ GENUINELY. 

Oic xavrac ‘EBpaiove gacly avrac avéxabey ry yveow Tov 
Xpeorod INHZIQZ caradéacbar. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iv. 
c. 5. 

Some have conjectured, that Eusebius leaned toward Arian- 
ism. If this were really the case, his personal attestation to 
the GENUINENEss of the primitive Solyméan Faith, though it 
would be fully conclusive against the speculation of Zuicker 
and Priestley, would doubtless, so far as the cause of sound 
Trinitarianism is concerned, be of small value. The error, 
however, of any such conjecture is sufficiently demonstrated, 
not only by his assent to the Nicene Creed and by his baptismal 
reception of a yet more ancient Symbol which he himself has 
preserved (See above, book i. chap. 2. § 11. 1.): but likewise 
by his own incidental profession ; that The Son, instead of being 
produced into existence from non-existence, had eternally both 
existed and preéxisted and coéxisted with the Father, the begotten 
Son from the unbegotien Father, the Only-begotten, the Word, 
and God from God. 

Yidw yevynrov, ob xpdvore pév trow obk Syra, torepoy O€ wore 
yeyovéra’ &\Aa wpd xporwy aiwvioy gyra, kal mpodyra, cal re 
Tlarpi we Yiov dvarayrog ouvévra, kal otx ayévvnroy byra, yer= 
vopevov 0 & dyevvhrou Larpdc, povoyevij dvra, Adyov, kal Ocdy 
éx Ocov. Euseb. Demons. Evan. lib. iv. c. 3. p. 96. Rob. Ste- 
phan. Lutet. 1544, 
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Thus, we see, the aboriginal cenuinenzss of the primitive 
Solyméan Faith consisted in a full belief of the eternal existence 
and the essential divinity of the Son. 

I may add: that Eusebius, who thus clearly states the cENvu- 
InENEss of the Christian Faith, instead of intimating that the 
doctrine of the Ebionites was the doctrine of the old Hebrew 
Church of Jerusalem, describes these early Jewish Humani- 
tarians, as entertaining poor and mean opinions respecting the 
nature of Christ; opinions, which we know to have been con- . 
demned by the Catholic Church from the very beginning ; 
opinions, which, in his judgment, constituted their holders the 
vassals of Satan. 

“Addoug d& 6 wovnpoc daluwy rife rept rov Xptordy rov Oecd 
dtabécews Aduvariy éxceioat, Dareparhnrove evpwy, éogerepllero. 
"EBiwvalove rovrove oixeiwe éregtpelov of xpwrot, mrwxwc Kal 
rawevoc ra rept rov Xprorov dokdlovrac. Aurov perv yap avroy 
kal xutvoy iyyovvro, kara mpoxor)y HOovc aro povov dyOpwrov 
dedexatwpévoy, & dvdpdc re Kotywviac cal rijg Maplac yeyern- 
pévov. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iii. c. 27. 

II. My second testimony shall be that of the grave historian 
Sulpicius Severus. 

This writer informs us: that the Christians of the Church of 
Jerusalem, being for the most part of hebrew extraction and 
thence retaining the ancient rite of circumcision, were, by the 
Emperor Adrian, not unnaturally mistaken for Jews. Hence, 
with their unconverted countrymen, they were equally driven 
out of the city, and were prevented by a military guard from 
returning thither. In the course of God’s providence, how- 
ever, that matter turned out to bea benefit. For, at that time, 
the members of the Church of Jerusalem, almost all however 
with the observance of the Ceremonial Law, BELIEVED CHRIST 
TO BE GoD: but the breaking up of that Church of the Hebrews 
led to the final abrogation of the yoke of legal servitude. 

Quia Christiani ex Judzis potissimum putabantur, quia tum 
Hierosolymz non nisi ex circumcisione habebat ecclesia sacer- 
dotem, militum cohortem custodias in perpetuum. agitare jussit 
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(Adrianus), que Judeeos omnes Hierosolyme aditu arceret. 
Quod quidem christian fidei proficiebat : quia tum pene 
omnes, CHRISTUM DEUM, sub Legis observatione, cREDEBANT. 
Nimirum id Domino ordinante dispositum, ut Legis servitus a 
libertate Fidei atque Ecclesiz tolleretur. Sulp. Sever. Hist. 
Sacr. lib. ii, p. 142. Lugd. Batav. 1635. 

The historian’s expression, almost all, as I have carefully 
exhibited it in my translation of his words, refers, not to THE 
BELIEF THAT CHRIST IS GoD, but to The observance of the Cere- 
montal Law. | 

This is evident, both from the very reason of the matter, 
and likewise from what Sulpicius himself had previously said. 

1. In regard to the reason of the matter, persons who ob- 
served the Ceremonial Law, provided they did not impose it as 
essential to salvation, might very well be conmembers of the 
same Church with those who used their evangelical liberty in 
not observing it. But persons, who deemed Christ a mere 
man, and who consequently esteemed the religious worship of 
him an act of idolatry, could, by no possibility, have been 
conmembers of the same Church with those, who believed 
him to be true God, and who thence offered to him the highest 
adoration. 

2. In regard to the previous statement of Sulpicius, he had 
just before told us: that the Christians of the primitive Church 
of Jerusalem were, for the most part (potissimum), of hebrew 
extraction ; some few only among them being of gentile origin. 
The result of this circumstance was: that almost all (pane 
omnes) acknowledged the deity of Christ together with the ob- 
servance of the Law ; while a small minority, composed partly of 
gentile members and partly of hebrew members who used their 
evangelical liberty, acknowledged the deity of Christ without the 
observance of the Law. For the observance of the Law, though 
kept up from ancient custom by the majority of the hebrew be- 
lievers, was not imposed upon their conmembers, whether gen- 
tile or hebrew, as, in any wise, either necessary to salvation, or 
even disciplinally essential to ecclesiastical membership. 
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III. My third testimony shall be that, which is afforded by the 
conduct of the great majority of the Hebrew Christians subse- 
quent to the dissolution of the primitive Church of Jerusalem. 

1. Finding themselves, along with the unbelieving Jews, 
banished from Jerusglem, on account of their observance of the 
Ceremonial Law which caused them to be mistaken for uncon- 
verted professors of the religion of Moses ; and yet they them- 
selves, all the while, observing that Law, not for conscience 
sake, but purely from hereditary habit: the chief part of them 
abandoned what was a mere gratuitous custom ; and thus, being 
no longer as Jews prevented from inhabiting Jerusalem when 
rebuilt by Adrian under the name of Elia, they shortly returned 
thither, and thenceforth became members of the new Church of 
Elia, which, from the time of its commencement, subsisted under 
a succession of Gentile Bishops. 

Now, that the new Gentile Church of Elia was cope of 
members who held the divinity of Christ, is certain and indis- 
putable. For Irenéus, who was intimately acquainted with the 
Churches both of the East and of the West, declares: that, in 
their public profession of the faith, they all maintained the duty 
of bowing the knee to Jesus Christ our Lord and Gov and Saviour 
and King. And, unless I greatly mistake, he even specially 
includes, in his enumeration, the new Church of Elia or Jeru- 
salem, under the phrase of Zhe Church founded in the middle 
of the world; Judéa being deemed the navel or centrical region 
of the whole earth. Iren. adv. heer. lib. i. c. 2, 3. p. 834—36. 

But the hebrew members of the old Church of Jerusalem, 
who gave up the observance of the Ceremonial Law, could 
never have spontaneously joined themselves to the Christ- 
adoring new Church of Jerusalem or Elia, had they been Hu- 
manitarians who abhorred the bowing of the knee.to Christ as 
to true God. 

They did, however, thus join themselves. 

Therefore, clearly, they must have symbolised in doctrine 
and in practice with the new Gentile Church of Elia, to which 
they thus joined themselves as members. 
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2. The proof of this fact rests upon the collective incidental 
testimony of Epiphanius and Orosius and Sulpicius Severus, 
compared with and checked by the dates which are afforded 
from chronology. 

(1.) At the close of the jewish war in the year 136, the 
Emperor Adrian and the Senate passed a decree, which, on 
pain of death, banished all Jews from Jerusalem: and, as 
Jews were readily known by their observance of the marked 
peculiarities of the Ceremonial Law, the Hebrew Christians of 
the primitive Church of Jerusalem, being, on account of their 
observance of that Law, mistaken for Jews properly so called, 
were thence, as Sulpicius states, banished along with their un- 
believing brethren. 

(2.) In the year 187, Adrian visited the now desolate city 
of Jerusalem : and gave orders, that it should be rebuilt under 
the new name of Elia; appointing, on that occasion, Aquila 
to be his master of the works. 

(3.) When Aquila, in consequence of his commission, re- 
paired to Jerusalem, he found there a body of Christians who 
must have been Christians of the Hebrews: because they are 
described by Epiphanius, as having fled from Jerusalem to 
Pella, and as having afterward returned from Pella to Jerusa- 
Jem ; a description, which applies to none, save the members 
of the old Hebrew Church of Jerusalem. Epiph. de Ponder. 
et Mens. Oper. p. 302. 

(4.) Now, since, as Sulpicius assures us, the Hebrew Christ- 
ians, who observed the Ceremonial Law, were, in the year 136, 
banished from Jerusalem, no less than the unbelieving Jews 
who also observed the Ceremonial Law; and yet, since, as 
Epiphanius assures us, Aquila found a body of Hebrew Christ-~ 
ians at Jerusalem, when he repaired thither in the year 1387 
or 138: it is clear, when we recollect the purport of Adrian’s 
decree, and when we combine it with the attestation of Orosius 
that Christians as contradistinguished from Jews were permitted 
to settle in the city (Oros. Hist. lib. vii. c. 13.); it is clear, I 
say, that the Hebrew Christians, with whom Aquila conversed 
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at Jerusalem, could not possibly have been living there without 
the Icast molestation, unless they had duly qualified them- 
selves, by renouncing the observance of the Ceremonial Law, 
and by thus ceasing to appear as Jews, and by henceforth join- 
ing themselves to the new Gentile Church of Jerusalem or Elia. 

(5.) As the renunciation of the Ceremonial Law on the part 
of the majority of the Hebrew Christians of the old Church of 
Jerusalem, and their subsequent union with the new Gentile 
Church of Elia, thus clearly follow from the incidental state- 
ment of Epiphanius: so that statement itself is incidentally 
confirmed by the concluding remark of Sulpicius Severus. 

After telling us, that Adrian’s decree operated to the banish- 
ment of the Hebrew Christians who then observed the Cere- 
monial Law, he adds: that the good providence of God so 
ordered it, as, by this circumstance, to take away the servitude 
of the Law from the liberty of the Faith and of the Church. 

Now the servitude of the Law could not have been taken 
away from out of the Church, if the great bulk of the He- 
brew Christians had reorganised themselves, as they before did 
at Pella, in a regularly constituted Church with an unbroken 
apostolical succession, on the avowed principle of still observ- 
ing the Ceremonial Law. Therefore they did not thus reor- 
ganise themselves. But, if they did not thus reorganise them- 
selves: then they must have renounced the observance of the 
Ceremonial Law,-and must henceforth have been lost and 
swallowed up in somé Church of the Gentiles. 

Accordingly, as we gather from Epiphanius, such was actu- 
ally the case. For they returned to Jerusalem, which they 
could not have done without renouncing the observance of the 
Ceremonial Law, though (as Orosius tells us) they were free to 
do it under the character of Christians contradistinctively from 
the character of Jews: and there, being now no longer marked 
and known by the speciality of that observance, they were 
soon mingled and lost in the new Gentile Church of Elia. 

IV. My fourth testimony shall be that afforded by the par- 
ticular case of Hegesippus. 
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1... This individual, we have reason to believe, was a He- 
brew Christian, who had been a member of the old Church of 
Jerusalem, and who had subsequently joined himself to the 
new Church of Elia. 

For, according to Eusebius, his writings evinced him to be 
a Christian of the Hebrews: and that circumstance, combined 
partly with chronology and partly with his apparent personal 
habits, sufficiently determines his ecclesiastical membership. 

(1.) In respect to chronology, the old Church of Jerusalem 
was broken up in the year 136: and Hegesippus performed his 
journey and sojourned at Rome during the episcopate of Ani- 
cetus, which commenced in the year 153 and which terminated 
m the year 162. 

Hence, as his journey and his residence at Rome occurred 
only about some seventeen or eighteen years after the break~- 
ing up of the old Hebrew Church of Jerusalem, and as he him- 
self was 2 Christian of the Hebrews: there can be little doubt, 
I think, that he had been a member of that Chureh previous 
to its dissolution. 

(2.) So again, in respect to his apparent personal habits, 
though a Christian of the Hebrews, he seems, at the time of 
his journey and of his residence at Rome, not to have been an 
observer of the Ceremonial Law. 

This particular was very reasonably gathered by Bishop Bull 
from the perfect facility of his intimate association with the 
Gentile Churches of Greece and Italy. Buil. Primit. et Apost. 
Trad. c. iii. § 2. 

Now, as his hebrew extraction, united with chronology, marks 
bim out to have been once a member of the old Hebrew 
Church of Jerusalem: so his non-observance of the Ceremonial 
Law about seventeen years after the breaking up of that 
Church, united with his evidently being a resident Asiatic (for 
his journey was westward, to Italy through Greece, and there- 
fore from Asia his home), no less marks him out to have then 
been a member of the new Gentile Church of Elia which had 
received into her bosom all those Hebrew Christians of the old 
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dissolved Church that had renounced the observance of the 
Ceremonial Law. 

2. Such being the successive ecclesiastical membership of 
the Hebrew Christian Hegesippus, we may, from his doctrine, 
clearly learn the doctrine of the old Hebrew Church of Je- 
rusalem, as received both by its members anterior to its disso- 
lution and by its late members after their junction with the new 
Gentile Church of Elia. 

According to the express testimony of Eusebius who had seen 
his writings, the doctrinal system of Hegesippus was identical 
with the doctrinal system of Irenéus and Melito: who, from 
yet extant portions of their Works, are well known to have 
been trinitarian maintainers of Christ’s godhead. Euseb. 
Hist. Eccles. lib. iv. c. 7, 8, 21, 22. 

Therefore, from the doctrinal system of the Hebrew Christ- 
ian Hegesippus, we may, in perfect agreement with the evi- 
dence of Eusebius and Sulpicius, and in full accordance with 
the general adhesion of the great majority of the Hebrew 
Christians to the new Gentile Church of Elia, distinctly learn : 
that the doctrinal system of the primitive Hebrew Church of 
Jerusalem must have been trinstarian and divinttarian. 

V. My fifth and last testimony shall be that afforded by the 
very ancient author of the Epistle which bears the name of 
Barnabas. 

This deeply interesting monument of former times specially 
refers, unless I greatly mistake, to the very age and matter 
which are now immediately before us. 

1. From the accidental circumstance of its author being de- 
nominated Barnabas, some absurd scribe has chosen to subjoin 
to it an intimation, that itis the Epistle of Barnabas the Apostle 
who was the companion of Paul the Apostle. But, as there is 
nothing in it which indicates it to be the composition of the 
Apostle. Barnabas: so, both its generally well ascertained age, 
and various particular incidental remarks which tt contains, and 
the whole drift and purpose of the argument which it propounds, 
all tend to shew; that it was written, by a Hebrew Christian of 
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the jewish name of Barnabas, at the precise time when his 
brethren had been driven out of Jerusalem in consequence of 
their observance of the Ceremonial Law, and with the precise 
object of inducing them to discontinue its observance in order 
that they might thus return to the seat of their forefathers and 
there join themselves to the newly collecting Gentile Church 
of Elia. 

(1.) With respect to its general age, it cannot have been 
written later than during the first half of the second century. 

This is evident from the circumstance of its being referred to, 
as a then well known ancient document, both by Tertullian and 
by Clement of Alexandria: each of whom flourished about the 
year 190 or 200. Tertull. de Pudic. Oper. p. 766. Clem. 
Alex. Strom. lib. ii, v. Oper. p. 873, 875, 389, 396, 410, 
571, 577. 

So far, therefore, as its general age is concerned, there is 
nothing to prevent our ascription of it to the particular year 
187, when the Hebrew Christians had been banished as Jews 
from Jerusalem on account of their observance of the Cere- 
monial Law. 

(2.) Vartous incidental remarks, which it contains, directly 
intimate : that it must have been written, both at that precise 
time, and also by one of the Hebrew Christians who had gone 
into banishment with his brethren. 

Thus, tn the first place, the author of the Epistle, modestly 
representing himself, not as a teacher, but only as one of the 
persons whom he was addressing, professes his wish to lay a few 
matters before them, by which in many respects they may become 
more joyful than they then were. Barnab. Epist. § 1. 

Now, if we ask who the persons were to whom he addressed 
his Epistle, Tertullian, from its superscription in his days, will 
distinctly teach us, that t¢ was addressed to the Hebrews. 

Extat enim et Barnabee titulus ad Hebreeos. Tertull. de 
Pudic. Oper. p. 766. 

And, with this account of the matter, the drift of the Epistle 
exactly, or rather inevitably, agrees. For its whole purpose is, 
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to prove the abrogation of the Ceremonial Law, and thence to 
shew the inutility of any longer observing it. | 

This argument is introduced by an intimation : that the writer 
wished to lay a few matters before the Hebrew Christians whom 
he was addressing, by which in many respects they might become 
more joyful than they then were. 

The Hebrew Christians, therefore, were in a state of afflic- 
tion: and this affliction might be removed by their ceasing to 
observe the Ceremonial Law; which, accordingly, the writer, 
one of themselves, demonstrates to be of no obligation and thence 
in foro consctentte renounceable at pleasure. 

I know not any period, to which language of such a descrip- 
tion will apply, save that brief period, during which the Hebrew 
Christians remained in banishment on account of their observ- 
ance of the Ceremonial Law: a period, which commenced in 
the year 136 with the enactment of Adrian’s decree, and which 
seems to have terminated in the year 187 or the year 138, when, 
in consequence of their renunciation of the Ceremonial Law, 
they were enabled to return to Jerusalem. 

So again, in the second place, the Author advises the He- 
brew Christians whom he was addressing, not to depend each 
one upon his own insulated private judgment, but to meet to- 
gether for a general consultation. And the object of this pro- 
posed general consultation is: whether they should consider 
the Levitical Covenant as their Covenant also ; or whether they 
should not rather seek to become spiritual and to be made a 
perfect temple to God, by acknowledging that the Ceremonial 
Law had been abrogated, and by collectively acting forthwith 
upon that acknowledgment. 

Sacrifices and oblations and the whole Ceremonial Lan, says 
he, God hath abolsshed: that the new Law of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which is without the yoke of any such necessity, might 
have an offering becoming: men.—The people, whom he hath 
purchased to his beloved Son, were to believe in simplicity : and 
therefore he hath shewn these things to all of us, THAT WE 
SHOULD NOT BE RUNNING AS PROSELYTES TO THE JEWISH LAW. 
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Wherefore it is necessary: that, searching diligently into these 
matters, we should write to you what may serve to keep you 
whole.—And I beseech you, AS ONE OF YOUR OWN BRETHREN, 
loving you all beyond my own life, that you look well to your- 
selves. And be not like to those, who add sin to sin, and who 
say: that THEIR COVENANT Is OURS ALS8O.—Do not deceive your- 
selves separately with your own private thoughts, as if you were 
already justified : but, coming all together into one place, inquire 
what ts agreeable and profitable to the beloved of God. For 
the Scripture saith: Woe unto them, that are wise in their own 
eyes and prudent tn their own sight. Let us BECOME SPIRI- 
TUAL, A PERFECT TEMPLE TO Gop. Barnab. Epist. § 2, 3, 4. 

There is no time, I apprehend, to which such exhortations 
can apply, save that during which the Hebrew Christians were 
in their short banishment from Jerusalem. 

Furthermore, in the third place, the author is professedly 
writing at a season, when the city and temple of Jerusalem had 
been destroyed and desolated by the enemies of the Jews, 
and yet when the servants of those enemies were engaged in 
rebuilding them. Barnab. Epist. § 16. 

This very remarkable particular, unless I wholly misappre- 
hend it, absolutely pins down the writing of the Epistle to the 
precise period for which I contend. Because, at no other 
period, did such circumstances occur: and, at that precise 
period, they actually were occurring. 

The roman enemies of Judah had desolated the city and 
temple of Jerusalem. And yet the servants of those enemies, 
Aquila with his subordinate officers and workmen, were then 
engaged in rebuilding or in repairing them both: the city, 
under the new name of Elta; the temple, upon the scite of the 
ancient temple, but dedicated, as it had been before the jewish 
rebellion, to the pagan Jupiter Capitolinus. 

Vainly, I believe, shall we search history for any other period 
. thus characteristically distinguished. 

(3.) The same result is brought out by the whole drift and 
purpose of the argument which is propounded in the Epistle. 

rf 
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This argument, as I have already intimated, goes to shew: 
that the Ceremonial Law had been abrogated by the Gospel, and 
that tt 3s no longer of any religious obligation. Whence the 
conclusion is: that the Hebrew Christians, whom the author 
Barnabas, himself a Hebren Christian, was addressing, shouid 
renounce the observance of the Ceremonial Law. 

Now, with no period, save that brief period of banishment 
which commenced in the year 186, will such an argument, ad- 
dressed to Hebrew Christians who were then actually observ- 
ing the Ceremonial Law, be found to correspond. 

The argument, as addressed to Hebrew Christians, was 
plainly impertinent, unless those Hebrew Christians were then 
observing the Ceremonial Law: and there could be no parti- 
cular object to enforce it, save at a time when the observance 
of that Law had exposed the Hebrew Christians in question to 
great and serious inconvenience ; which, accordingly, as we 
have seen, is distinctly stated to have been the case. 

2. Let us, then, put all these several matters together, chro- 
nological and circumstantial and argumentative : and the general 
result will be this. | 

In or about the year 137, a Hebrew Christian, named Bar- 
nabas, wrote his still extant Epistle, for the purpose of inducing 
his brethren, the Hebrew Christians of the dissolved Church 
of Jerusalem, to discontinue the observance of the Ceremonial 
Law: in order that, as he expresses himself, they might tn many 
respects become more joyful than they then were; or, in other 
words, in order that they might be enabled to return, from a 
degrading banishment, to the rising city of Elia, and that there 
they might become associated members of the new Solyméan 
Church of the Gentiles. 

The arguments of this worthy and intelligent Hebrew were 
mainly successful. For the consequence was: that the great 
majority of the banished Hebrew Christians discontinued the 
observance of the Ceremonial Law ; returned, no-longer under. 
the suspected appearance of rebellious Jews, to their native 
Jerusalem; and there, every distinctive national peculiarity 
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having now ceased, were soon mingled and lost among the 
increasing gentile members of the new Church of Elia. 

8. But it is now time that we should mark the bearing, which 
the whole of this discussion bas upon the doctrinal system of 
the ancient Hebrew Church of Jerusalem: for, on that account 
only, have I engaged in the discussion. 

(1.) Barnabas, the author of the Epistle, twice declares him- 
self to be one of those persons or one of those brethren whom he 
was addressing. Barnab. Epist. § 1, 4. 

But, as Tertullian teaches us from the superscription of the 
copies existing in his days, and as indeed is sufficiently manifest 
from the internal evidence afforded by the entire Epistle itself, 
the persons or brethren, addressed by Barnabas, were Christians 
of the Hebrews. 

Therefore, plainly, Barnabas himself must also have been a 
Hebrew Christian. 

(2.) Now this declared Hebrew Christian Barnabas repeat- 
edly speaks, to his brethren the Hebrew Christians of the ancient 
Church of Jerusalem, respecting the preéxistence and divinity of 
our Lord, as doctrines familiarly received among them, as doc- 
trines upon which (he well knew) they were all agreed, as doc- 
trines which no one of them ever thought of controverting. 

The Lord submitted to suffer for our souls, though he ts that 
Lord of the whole universe, to whom God the Father said, on the 
day before the creation of the world was completed: Let us 
make man, after our own image and likeness. 

Dominus sustinuit pati pro anima nostra, cum sit orbis terra- 
rum Dominus, cui dixit, die ante constitutionem sceculi: Facia- 
mus hominem ad imaginem et similitudinem nostram. Barnab. 
Epist. § 5. 

He saith to the Son: Let us make man, according to our 
image and similitude. 

Aéyee ry Yig* Llothowpey, car’ eixdva cal xaB’ cpolwow iyper, 
rov &vOpwxov. Barnab. Epist. § 6. 

Unless the Son had come in the flesh, how could we frail mor- 
tals have looked upon him and have been preserved? For men, 
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looking even upon the sun which is not destined for perpetuity and 
which 1s the mere work of his hands, are unable to face the 
brightness of sts beams. 

El yap ph FAGer ev capxl, xec ay éoHOnpey dvOpwrot, Bré- 
xovrec avréy ; “Ore rov pédAdovra py elvac fdLor, Epyor year 
avrov vxapyovra, Pdéxoryrec, ove loyvovow eic derivacg abrov 
GyrogOadpijoar. Barnab. Epist. § 5. 

Thus thou hast respecting the majesty of Christ, how all things 
were made for him and through htm: to whom be honour, and 
power, and glory, both now and evermore. 

Habes interim de majestate Christi, quo modo omnia in illum 
et per illum facta sunt: cui sit honor, virtus, gloria, nunc et in 
scecula sceculorum. Barnab. Epist. § 17. 

(3.) Here, as stated by one of its own members in a public 
epistle to his collective brethren, we have the doctrine of that 
primitive Hebrew Church of Jerusalem, which of all Churches 
was indisputably the most ancient: and this doctrine we dis- 
tinctly find to be the doctrine of Christ’s preéxistence and 
divinity. : 

Hence the doctrine of Christ’s divinity must have been the 
doctrine of Christ’s Church from the very beginning : and hence, 
in respect to it, we may now once more take up the, canon of 
Tertullian; WHATEVER IS FIRST, IS TRUE : WHATEVER IS LATER, 
IS SPURIOUS. 

VI. I need scarcely to remark: that, with Dr. Mosheim and 
Bishop Horsley, I agree in deducing, from the statement of 
Epiphanius combined with the dates afforded by chronology, 
the important fact; that The great majority of the Hebrew 
Christians of the ancient dissolved Church of Jerusalem, re- 
nouncing the observance of the Ceremonial Law and thence qua- 
lifying themselves to return from banishment, were henceforth 
absorbed in the new Gentile Church of Ela. But I may here 
be allowed to add, what escaped the notice of both those theo- 
logians : that the fact im question is curiously corroborated by 
the incidental testimony of the old Epistle of Barnabas ; while 
the fact itself, united with the history of the times, illustrates 
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the true age and drift and object of the Epistle. The circum- 
stance is interesting, as it tends to shew the sound judgment 
of an eminent divine, whose acquaintance it once was my privi- 
lege to enjoy, and whose memory I shall ever cherish with 
affection and reverence. 

Upon these foundations, said Bishop Horsley, which a stronger 
arm than Dr. Priestley’s shall not be able to tear up, stands the 
Church of orthodox Jewish Christians at Jerusalem: to which 
the asserters of the Catholic Faith will not seruple to appeal, 
tn proof of the antiquity of their doctrine. Remarks on Priest- 
ley’s Second Letters, part ii. chap. 2. p. 376. 

The foundations, instead of being torn up, have now been 
strengthened : and thus, while, I trust, the cause of truth has 
been promoted, a just tribute has been paid to the illustrious 
dead. 


His saltem accumulem donis, et fungar inani 
Munere. 





SECTION III. 


RESPECTING THE FAITH OF THE NAZARENES. 


TuovcH Barnabas succeeded in persuading the great majority 
of the Hebrew Christians, to discontinue the observance of 
the Ceremonial Law, and thenceforward to unite with the new 
Gentile Church of Elia: he was unable to influence the entire 
body. 

Those, who observed the Ceremonial Law from pure habit 
and from old ancestral prejudices, readily adopted his advice : 
and these were, happily, the great majority. 

But a small minority of some certain individuals, in direct 
opposition to the plain apostolical decision, were not content 
with observing the Ceremonial Law on the ground of mere 
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habit, but mischievously enforced its observance as binding 
upon the conscience and as even necessary to salvation. These, 
apparently, Barnabas more than once notices in his Epistle 
(Barnab. Epist. § 3, 4.) : and, with these, as might naturally be 
anticipated, he did not succeed. The necessary consequence 
was: that they separated from their wiser brethren, henceforth 
constituting a sect known by the appellation of Nazarenes. 

Through the medium of these wrong-headed schismatics it 
was, that Zuicker, and after him Dr. Priestley, attempted to 
establish the doctrinal Humanitarianism and Unipersonalism of 
the primitive Hebrew Church of Jerusalem. | 

According to those two writers, the Hebrew Christians, 


from the very first, were distinguished by the name of Naza- 


renes: and these Nazarenes were identical with the Ebionites. 
But the Ebionites were Humanitarians and Unipersonalists. 
Therefore the Nazarenes, and consequently the primitive He- 
brew Christians who were identical with the Nazarenes, must 
have been Humanitarians and Unipersonalists also. 

The grievous lameness of such a conclusion we have seen, 
from the direct evidence which has been adduced to the doctri- 
nal system of the ancient Church of Jerusalem: yet it may 
not be useless to shew, that the premises themselves are equally 
unsound. 

In one sense, no doubt, the Nazarenes may be said to be 
the same as the Hebrew Christians of the ancient Church: of 
Jerusalem: for the founders of the sect, who separated from 
their brethren on the question of the obligatory observance of 
the Ceremonial Law, had originally been members of that primi- 
tive Hebrew Society. But, in no other sense, can the two be 
identified: nor were the Nazarenes ever known as a sect, until 
after the breaking uip of the primifive Church of Jerusalem; 
when, in consequence of their inability to return to the seat of 
their forefathers, they settled themselves in the northern parts 
of Galilee. 

Such being the case, even if the later Nazarenes in the times 
of Jerome and Augustine and Epiphanius had finally adopted 
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the speculations of the Ebionites: this would. afford no very 
logical proof of the Humanitarianism and Unipersonalism of the 
primitive Church of Jerusalem anterior to its dissolution in the 
year 186. | 

But, in truth, those deacendants from that ancient Church 
were, neither Humanitarians themselves, nor identical with the 
confessedly bumanitarian Ebionites. 

The authorities, whieh prove that the Nazarenes were not 
Unipersonalists who denied the divinity of Christ, are so can- 
structed, that they equally prove the Ebionites to have been 
not identical with them. 

I. Augustine, in his book on eee Suineesieg in three 
successive sections, three distinct sects: that of the Cerinthians ; 
that of the Nazarenes; and that of the Ebionites. 

L. His account of these. three sects, in = to their.re- 
ligious opiaéons, is as follows. 

(1.) The Cerinthians asserted: that Jesus was a mere man. 
And, along with this opinion, they maintained the necessity of 
observing the Ceremonial: Law. 

Cerinthiani a Cerintho, iidemque Meriathiani a Meiintho, 
mundnm ab angelis factum esse’ dicentes.: et carne circumcidi 
oportere, atque alia hujusmodi Legis preeeepta servari. Jesum 
hominem tantummodo fuisse, nec surrexisse, sed surreeturam, 
asseverantes. . Auguat. de heeres. § 8. 

(2.) The Nazarenes confessed : that Chriat.is the Son of God. 
But,.at the same time, they observed the ordinances of the Law: 
which, by apostolical tradition, Christians had learned, not to 
ebserve carnally, but to.understand spiritually. | 

Nagareei, cum Dei Filium confiteantur esse Christum, omnia 
tamen veteris Legis. observant: quee Christiani, per apostolicam 
traditionem, non observare cargaliter, sed spirkaliter intelli- 
gere, didicerant. August. de heres, § 9. 

(8.) The Ebionites asserted : that the Christ aso, as well as 
Jesus into whom the Cerinthians fabled the separate syirit Christ 
to have entered, was a mere man, being in truth identical with the 
mere man Jesus. And, conjoiatly with this tenet, they likewise 
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observed. the ceremonial commandments of the Law, from the 
burden of which Christians are liberated by the New Testa- 
ment. ; 

Hebionzi Christum -gT1am tantummodo hominem dicunt. 
Mandata carnalia Legis observant, circumcisionem scilicet car- 
nis, et coetera, a quorum oneribus per Novum Testamentum 
liberati sumus. August. de hzeres. § 10. 

2. Here we have three distinct sects, placed in mutual juxta- 
position, because they agreed in maintaining that the ancient 
Ceremonial Law was still obligatory. But, in their doctrinal 
tenets respecting our Lord, they severally differed from each 
other. 

(1.) The Cerinthians asserted : that Jesus was a mere man, 
born of Joseph and Mary. 

Bat they added: that, at the time of his baptism, @ super- 
celestial spirit, denominated Christ, entered into him; which 
spirit quitted him in the day of his crucifixion. ‘ Iren. adv. heer. 
lib. i. e. 25. Epiph. advssheer. lib. i. tom. 2. heer. 28. 

(2.) With them the Ebionites agreed, in maintaining the mere 
humanity of Jesus: though some of these Ebionites held, and 
some denied, his birth from a virgin. Orig. cont. Cels. lib. v. 
p- 272. Euseb, Hist. Eceles. lib. iii. c. 27. 

‘But they differed from them, in asserting that the Christ arso 
was a mere man : for, discarding the notion that the Christ was 
a supercelestial spirit distinct from the man Jesus, they con- 
tended, like our modern Unipersonalists ; that the single indi- 
vidual Jesus-Christ was, in point of nature, a mere man, united 
neither to a gi ah spirit nor yet to the ee Di- 
vinity. : 

(3.) From beth these sectaries, the Nazarenes differed most 
essentially. For, as Augustine observes, They conFEsseD 
Christ to be THE SON OF GOD. 

‘Each of his expressions is full of meaning. 

The Nazarenes conrrsszp: the Cerinthians and the Ebion- 
ites asserted. 

The Nazarenes confessed Christ to be roe son oF cop: the 
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Cerinthians asserted Jesus, and the Ebionites asserted Jesus- 
Christ, to be a mere man. 

Here, then, lay the difference. 

. In the language of Augustine and of the early Catholic 
Church from the very first, Zo conrzss Christ as THE 80N OF 
cop is Jo conrEss, as a necessary article of faith, THE ESSEN- 
TIAL Divinity of Christ. 

Thus, when the Simonian Gnostics asserted the mere hu- 
manity of Jesus; Origen expresses this idea by saying: that 
They did not conrzss Jesus to be THE SON OF GOD. Oddapiic 
roy ‘Incovy dpuodoyova Yidv Ocot Lipwrmavol. Orig. cont. Cels. 
lib. v. p. 272. And thus, when Julian alleged that no Evange- 
jist before St. John taught rue pivinity of Christ; Cyril 
promptly met him, on the ancient hermeneutic principle of the 
Church, by réplying: that the title of THE soN OF GOD was ap- 
plied to Christ by all the earlier Evangelists, and that the ap- 
plication of this title was equivalent to an ascription of ks- 
SENTIAL Divinity. Cyril. Alex. coné Julian. lib. x. p. 328. 
See below, append. ii. numb. 10. 

Now, on this point, namely, 4 conression of Christ as THE 
SON OF Gop, the Nazarenes (for, in truth, their sole heresy was 
their insisting upon the religious obligatoriness of the Cere- 
monial Law) agreed with the Catholics: and hence, by Au- 
gustine, their conrEssion of the common faith tn regard to THE 
ESSENTIAL Diyinity of Christ is placed in studied contradis- 
tinction to the Cerinthian and Ebionitic assertion of dogmas 
wholly incompatible with it. 

AI. The testimony of Jerome is exactly to the same purpose 
and with exactly the same arrangement. 

J. In his statement, on account of their mutually concurring 
adherence to the necessary observation of the Ceremonial Law, 
the Cerinthians and the Ebionites and the Nazarenes appear as 
three several semi-jewish sects. But, distinguishing the Naza- 
renes from the other two, of them he specially says: that They 
believed tn Christ as THE 80N OF GoD born from the Virgin Mary ; 
in whom also, he adds, we ourselves believe. 





NUMB. II. | OF TRINITARIANISM. 405 


' Usque hodie per totas Orientis synagogas inter Judzos he- 
resis est, que dicitur Mineorum, quos vulgo Nazar@os nuncu- 
pant: qui credunt in Christum Filium Dei natum de virgine 
Maria; et eum dicunt esse, qui sub Pontio Pilato passus est et 
resurrexit : in quem et nos credimus. Sed, dum volunt et Ju- 
dzei esse et Christiani, nec Judeei sunt nec Christiani. Hieron. 
Epist. lxxxix. c. 4. Oper. tom. ii. p. 266. Colon. Agripp. 1616. 

2. This language of Jerome at once corroborates and explains 
the account given by Augustine, if indeed that account required 
any corroboration and explanation. ' 

So far as respected the doctrine of Christ being rHz son OF 
aop born from the Virgin ; or, in other words (according to the 
well known purport of the phraseology then and from the first 
employed by the Catholic Church), so far as respected the doc- 
trine of Zhe Son’s co—TERNAL AND CONSUBSTANTIAL GODHEAD 
with the Father: the Nazarenes agreed with the Catholics. 

On this point, their conFESsIon, as Augustine speaks, was 
orthodox. : 

Their error lay in insisting upon the necessity of observing 
the Ceremonial Law: an error, from which the great collective 
body of the primitive Church of Jerusalem was exempt; an 
error, which in his epistle to the Galatians, St. Paul had clearly 
_ shewn to be inconsistent with the true evangelical doctrine ‘of 
Salvation through the alone merits of Christ. 

III. We may still note the same arrangement and the same 
discrimination in the ancient author of the Apostolical Con- 
stitutions: though, specifically, he mentions not the names 
either of the Cerinthians or of the Ebionites or of the Naza- 
renes. 

1. The method, which he adopts in the treatment of his sub- 
ject, is the following. 

(1.) In his account of confirmed and inveterate heretics, 
he first notices those: who insisted upon the necessity of ob- 
serving the Ceremonial Law, while they believed in Jesus 
merely as a holy man and a delegated prophet. 

Ta xara vépov xaBapa écBlav Kai wepirépverBat vopipwe, 
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morevery Ot slo "Inaody, dc etc Seiov Avdpa xai xpopijrny. Con- 
stit. Apost. lib. vi. c. 10. 

(2.) After this, he states the sound catholic doctrine, re- 
specting the true nature and character of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and respecting the abrogation of the Ceremonial Law. 

Tor Xprorov ob Ydov &vOpwroy dpodoyouper, GAAG Oeow Ad- 
yor kal &vOpwroyv, peolrny Ozod cal dvOporuy, apyupéa rot 
Hlarpéc. Ore pv pera ‘Iovdalwy xeptrepydpeOa. Constit. 
Apost. lib. vi. c. 11. 

(8.) And he then proceeds to write against those: who con- 
¥ESSED, indeed ; but who, at the same time, wished to judaise. 

lpéc rove époroyotvrac, lovdatZew dé Oédovrac. Constit. 
Apost. lib. vi. c. 12. 

2. Now, as the Cerinthians and the Ebionites are evidently 
intended by the persons, who observe the Ceremonial Law, while 
they venerate Jesus under the aspect of a mere holy man: 80 
‘are the Nazarenes no less clearly meant by the persons, who 
wish to judaise, though they nevertheless con¥ess ; for there are 
no other individuals, with whom such a description will cor- 
respond. 

What, then, was the import of their conrEssion ? 

Doubtless, as the whole context shews, its import was that 
acknowledgment of the godhead of Christ, which immediately 
before had been set forth as the conrgsston of the Catholics. 

For the entire statement runs in manner following. 

(1.) The Cerinthians and the Ebionites, together with the ob- 
servance of the Ceremonial Law, believed in Jesus as a mere 
holy man. 

(2.) The Catholics, without the observance of the Ceremonial 
Law, CONFESSED Jesus Christ, not as a mere > man, but as cop 
THE WORD AND MAN CONJOINTLY. 

(8.) The Nazarenes, together with the observance of the 
Ceremonial Law, made the same conression respecting Jesus 
Christ, as that which was made by the Catholics. 

8. It will be observed: that the author of the Apostolical 
Constitutions employs the self-same word conrsss, to set forth 
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equally the faith of the Catholies and the faith of the Nazarenes. 
And it will be recollected: that still the self-same word con¥rEss 
is employed by Augustine, to.contradistinguish the FarrH of 
the Nazarenes from the assertions of the Cerinthians and the 
Ebionites. 

IV. Against this mass of concurring evidence, the sole mate 
ter, which can be set up, is the assertion of Theodoret: that 
The Nazarenes venerated Christ only under the aspect of a just 
man. Theod. Heeret. Fab. lib. ii..c. 2. 

1. Doubtless, Theodoret makes the assertion: but, even if 
we admit its accuracy, no benefit would accrue to the antitrini- 
tarian cause from such an.admission. . 

Theodoret flourished in the course of the fifth century: 
and, without any impeachment of our already adduced testi- 
monies, it is easy to conceive; that the remnant of the Naza- 
renes, as they had always symbolised with the Ebionites in the 
obligatory observance af the Ceremonial Law, might at length, 
finding themselves viewed by the Catholics as heretics, adopt 
their opinions also m respect to the nature of Christ. 

2. The accuracy of Theodoret, however, may well be dis- 
puted: both because his assertion is at variance with the testi- 
monies of Augustine and Jerome and the author of the Apos- 
tolical Constitutions; and also because he seems evidently to 
have been misled by a too hasty interpretation of his pre- 
decessor Epiphanius who lived in the course of the fourth 
century. . . 

(1.) Epiphaniys had said: that The Nazarenes held opinions 
similar to those of the Cerinthians. “Opowa xéxrnyrar ra ppo- 
yhpara. Epiph. adv. heer, lib. i. tom. 2. her. 29.. And he had 
subsequently added : that, 4s Ebton adopted the sentiments of 
the Osséans and the Nazarenes and the Nasaréans and the 
Cerinthians, so he and the Nazarenes. mutually communicated 
thew improbity to each ather ; for though they differed ix a cer 
TAIN POINT (xar@ rt) they resembled each other in their evilmind- 
edness. -Epiph. adv. her. lib. i, tam. 2. heer. 80. 

From these expressions, Theodoret seems to have hastily 
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Cerinthians asserted Jesus, and the Ebionites asserted Jesus- 
Christ, to be a mere man. 

Here, then, lay the difference. 

. In the language of Augustine and of the early Catholic 
Church from the very first, Zo conress Christ as THE SON OF 
aap is Jo conrEss, as a necessary article of faith, THE ESSEN- 
TIAL Divinity of Christ. 

Thus, when the Simonian Gnostics asserted the mere hu- 
manity of Jesus; Origen expresses this idea by saying: that 
They did not conress Jesus to be THE SON OF GoD. Oiddapic 
roy "Incovy dpuoroyova Yidv Geo Lipwravel. Orig. cont. Cels. 
lib. v. p. 272. And thus, when Julian alleged that no Evange- 
list before St. John taught tHE pivinrty of Christ; Cyril 
promptly met him, on the ancient hermeneutic principle of the 
Church, by replying: that the title of THE SON OF GOD was ap- 
plied to Christ by all the earlier Evangelists, and that the ap- 
plication of this title was equivalent to an ascription of Es- 
SENTIAL Divinity. Cyril. Alex. cont Julian. lib. x. p. 328. 
See below, append. 11. numb. 10. 

Now, on this point, namely, 4 conression of Christ as THE 
80N OF GoD, the Nazarenes (for, in truth, their sole heresy was 
their insisting upon the religious obligatoriness of the Cere- 
monial Law) agreed with the Catholics: and hence, by Au- 
gustine, their conrrssion of the common faith in regard to THE 
ESSENTIAL DIVINITY Of Christ is placed in studied contradis- 
tinction to the Cerinthian and Ebionitic assertion of dogmas 
wholly incompatible with it. 

II. The testimony of Jerome is exactly to the same purpose 
and with exactly the same arrangement. 

J. In his statement, on account of their mutually concurring 
adherence to the necessary observation of the Ceremonial Law, 
the Cerinthians and the Ebionites and the Nazarenes appear as 
three several semi-jewish sects. But, distinguishing the Naza- 
renes from the other two, of them he specially says: that They 
believed tn Christ as THE 80N OF GoD born from the Virgin Mary ; 
in whom also, he adds, we ourselves believe. 
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' Usque hodie per totas Orientis synagogas inter Judeeos hz- 
resis est, que dicitur Mingorum, quos vulgo Nazar@os nuncu- 
pant: qui credunt in Christum Filium Dei natum de virgine 
Maria; et eum dicunt esse, qui sub Pontio Pilato passus est et 
resurrexit : in quem et nos credimus. Sed, dum volunt et Ju- 
dzei esse et Christiani, nec Judzei sunt nec Christiani. Hieron. 
Epist. Ixxxix. c. 4. Oper. tom. ii. p. 266. Colon. Agripp. 1616. 

2. This language of Jerome at once corroborates and explains 
the account given by Augustine, if indeed that account required 
any corroboration and explanation. 

So far as respected the doctrine of Christ being THE son OF 
aop born from the Virgin; or, in other words (according to the 
well known purport of the phraseology then and from the first 
employed by the Catholic Church), so far as respected the doc- 
trine of The Son’s coETERNAL AND CONSUBSTANTIAL GODHEAD 
with the Father: the Nazarenes agreed with the Catholics. 

On this point, their conFEssion, as Augustine speaks, was 
orthodox. ° 

Their error lay in insisting upon the necessity of observing 
the Ceremonial Law: an error, from which the great collective 
body of the primitive Church of Jerusalem was exempt; an 
error, which in his epistle to the Galatians, St. Paul had clearly 
_ shewn to be inconsistent with the true evangelical doctrine ‘of 

Salvation through the alone merits of Christ. 

III. We may still note the same arrangement and the same 
discrimination in the ancient author of the Apostolical Con- 
stitutions: though, specifically, he mentions not the names 
either of the Cerinthians or of the Ebionites or of the Naza- 
renes. ; 

1. The method, which he adopts in the treatment of his sub- 
ject, is the following. 

(1.) In his account of confirmed and inveterate heretics, 
he first notices those : who insisted upon the necessity of ob- 
serving the Ceremonial Law, while they believed in Jesus 
merely as a holy man and a delegated prophet. 

Ta xara vépov xaBapa éoblev' kal meptrépvecBat vopipwe, 
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morevery O& slo "Inaody, dc etc Savoy Avdpa cai xpopirny. Con- 
stit. Apost. lib. vi. c. 10. 

(2.) After this, he states the sound catholic doctrine, re- 
specting the true nature and character of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and respecting the abrogation of the Ceremonial Law. 

Tov Xprordy ob Yidor &vOpwrov dpodoyotper, &dMAG Ocow Ad- 
yov kal &vOpwroy, pecirny Geot val dvOpwrwy, apyepta rod 
Harpéc. Otre py pera ‘Iovdalwy wreptrepydéueba. Constit. 
Apost. lib. vi. c. 11. 

(3.) And he then proceeds to write against those: who con- 
YESSED, indeed ; but who, at the same time, wished to judaise. 

Lpéc rove dpodroyotvrac, tovdatfaw dé Oédovrac. Constit. 
Apost. lib. vi. c. 12. : 

2, Now, as the Cerinthians and the Ebionites are evidently 
intended by the persons, who observe the Ceremonial Law, while 
they venerate Jesus under the aspect of a mere holy man: so 
‘are the Nazarenes no less clearly meant by the persons, who 
wish to judaise, though they nevertheless con¥Ess ; for there are 
no other individuals, with whom such a description will cor- 
respond. ) 

What, then, was the import of their conrzssron ? 

Doubtless, as the whole context shews, its import was that 
acknowledgment of the godhead of Christ, which immediately 
before had been set forth as the conrzsston of the Catholics. 

For the entire statement runs in manner following. 

(1.) The Cerinthians and the Ebionites, together with the ob-~ 
servance of the Ceremonial Law, believed in Jesus as a mere 
holy man. 

(2.) The Catholics, without the observance of the Ceremonial 
Law, CONFESSED Jesus Christ, not as a mere man, but as gop 
THE WORD AND MAN CONJOINTLY. : 

(8.) The Nazareries, together with the observance of. the 
Ceremonial Law, made the same cowression respecting Jesus 
Christ, as that which was made by the Catholics. 

8. It will be observed: that the author of the Apostolical 
Constitutions employs the self-same word conrgss, to set forth 
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equally the faith of the Catholics and the faith of the Nazarenes. 
And it will be recollected: that still the self-same word conress 
is employed by Augustine, to.contradistinguish the FairH of 
the Nazarenes from the assertions of the Cerinthians and the 
Ebionites. 

IV. Against this mass of concurring evidence, the sole mat- 
ter, which can be set up, is the assertion of Theodoret: that 
Lhe Nazarenes venerated Christ only under the aspect of a just 
man. Theod. Heret. Fab. lib. ii. c. 2. 

1. Doubtless, Theodoret makes the assertion: but, even if 
we admit its accuracy, no benefit would accrue to the antitrini- 
tarian cause from such an.admission. 

Theodoret flourished in the course of the fifth century: 
and, without any impeachment of our already adduced testi- 
monies, it is easy to conceive; that the remnant of the Naza- 
renes, as they had always symbolised with the Ebionites in the 
obligatory observance of the Ceremonial Law, might at length, 
finding themselves viewed by the Catholics as heretics, adopt 
their opinions also tx respect to the nature of Christ. 

2. The accuracy of Theodoret, however, may well be dis- 
puted: both because his assertion is at variance with the testi- 
monies of Augustine and Jerome and the author of the Apos- 
tolical Constitutions; and also because he seems evidently to 
have been misled by a too hasty interpretation of his pre- 
decessor Epiphanius who lived in the course of the fourth 
century. 

(1.) Epiphanius had said: that Zhe Nazarenes held opinions 
similar to those of the Cerinthians. “Opota xéernyrar ra opa- 
yhpara. Epiph. adv. heer. lib. i. tom. 2. heer. 29.. And he had 
subsequently added : that, 4s Ebton adopted the sentiments of 
the Osséans and the Nazarenes and the Nasaréans and the 
Cerinthians, so he and the Nazarenes mutually communicated 
their wnprobity to each other ; for though they differed 1n a cER- 
TAIN POINT (card rl) they resembled each other in thetr evilmind- 
edness. -Epiph. adv. her. lib. i. tom. 2. heer. 89. 

From these expressions, Theodoret seems to have hastily 
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concluded: that The Nazarenes agreed with the Ebtonttes in 
their opinion respecting the nature of Christ. 

But Epiphanius says nothing of the sort. 

He merely intimates, unspecifically: that The Nazarenes 
held opinions similar to those of the Cerinthians ; and that They 
mutually communicated their improbity with the E bionsties. 

What he meant by this language was: not that The Naza- 
renes denied the godhead of Christ ; but that, like the Ebionites 
and the Cerinthians, They insisted upon the necessity of observ- 
ing the Ceremonial Law. 

That such was his meaning, may be learned even from the 
very passage in which this language occurs. 

While he says; that The Ebionites and the Naxarenes mu- 
tually communicated their tmprobity to each other: he imme- 
diately subjoins ; that, Resembling each other wn evtlmindedness, 
they nevertheless, IN A CERTAIN POINT, differed. 

Now in what did this difference, oN ONE CERTAIN POINT, 
consist ? 

Clearly, tn the radically dissimilar view which they took of 
the person and nature of Christ: for we know that, tn regard to 
the necessity of observing the Ceremonial Law, they perfectly 
agreed. 

From this brief hint, I suspect: that Epiphanius well knew. 
the soundness of the Nazarenes in respect to the doctrine of 
Christ’s godhead, though, from his extreme dislike of them, he 
was unwilling to speak out more explicitly. For it is difficult 
to comprehend what he could have meant by the allowed dif- 
ference between the Nazarenes and the Ebionites In onE cER- 
TAIN POINT, if it were not the precise difference specified by 
Jerome and Augustine and the author of the Apostolical Con- 
stitutions. 


(2.) Be that, however, as it may, Epiphanius has effectually 


prevented any person, who would read his Work on Heresies, - 






from ration , on kis authority : that- The Naaarenes 
symbolised Rbionites i in their denial of Christ's divinity. 


Truly « me Nazarenes he tells us: 
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that HE COULD ‘SAY NOTHING CERTAIN; whether, mith the Ce- 
rinthians, they deemed Jesus to be a mere man; or whether, as 
the truth is, they asserted his birth from Mary through the Holy 
Spirit. 

Tlept Xpeorov dé ob« olda elreiy, el cal abrol, ri ray mwpospn- 
pévwy wept KipwBov cat MfptrOov poyOnpig ayOévrec, Widow 
&vOpwrov voullovow 7, cabwe } GdjGea Exe, dua Mvevparoc 
‘Aylov yeyevvijoOa éx Maplac dcaBeBacovvrar. Epiph. adv. heer. 
lib. i. tom. 2. heer. 29. 

Had Epiphanius known the Humanitarianism of the Naza- 
renes, we may be quite sure that he would have prominently 
alleged it. 

I suspect him to have known the contrary. But, however 
this may be, the Humanitarianism of the Nazarenes can never 
be proved from an author, who declares himselfignorant of 
their sentiments respecting the nature of Christ. 


SECTION IV. 


RESPECTING THE DOCTRINE OF THE EBIONITES. 


I wave stated: that The Ebtonites agreed with the Cerinthians, 
in matntaining the mere humanity of Jesus, though some of them 
held, and some of them denied, his birth from a virgin: but that 
They differed from them, in asserting (as Augustine speaks ) 
that the Christ atso was.a mere man; for, discarding the notion 
that the Christ was a supercelestial spirit distinct from the man 
Jesus, they contended, like our modern Unipersonalists, that the 
single individual Jesus-Christ was, in point of nature, a mere 
man, united neither to a supercelestial spirit nor yet to the Su- 
preme Divinity. See above, append. i. numb. 2. sect. 3. § 1. 
2. {2.) 


Such was my statement. Now, in regard to it, Epiphanius, 
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concluded: that The Nazarenes agreed with the Ebionites m 
their opinion respecting the nature of Christ. 

But Epiphanius says nothing of the sort. 

He merely intimates, unspecifically: that The Nazarenes 
held opinions similar to those of the Cerinthians ; and that They 
mutually communicated their tmprobity with the E btonites. 

What he meant by this language was: not that The Naza- 
renes denied the godhead of Christ ; but that, like the Ebionites 
and the Cerinthians, They insisted upon the necessity of observ- 
ing the Ceremonial Law. 

That such was his meaning, may be learned even from the 
very passage in which this language occurs. 

While he says; that The Ebtonites and the Naxarenes mu- 
tually communicated their tmprobity to each other: be mme-~- 
diately subjoins ; that, Resembling each other in evilmindedness, 
they nevertheless, IN A CERTAIN POINT, differed. 

Now in what did this difference, on ONE CERTAIN POINT, 
consist ? 

Clearly, in the radically dissimilar view which they took of 
the person and nature of Christ : for we know that, tn regard to 
the necessity of observing the Ceremonial Law, they perfectly 
agreed. 

From this brief hint, I suspect: that Epiphanius well knew. 
the soundness of the Nazarenes in respect to the doctrine of 
Christ’s godhead, though, from his extreme dislike of them, he 
was unwilling to speak out more explicitly. For it is difficult 
to comprehend what he could have meant by the allowed dif- 
ference between the Nazarenes and the Ebionites In onz CkEa- 
TAIN POINT, if it were not the precise difference specified by 
Jerome and Augustine and the author of the Apostolical Con- 
stitutions. 

(2.) Be that, however, as it may, Epiphanius has effectually 
prevented any person, who would read his Work on Heresies, 
from rationally asserting, on his authority : that- The Naaarenes 
symbolised with the Ebionites.in their denial of Christ's divinity. - 

Truly or not, respecting these same Nazarenes he tells -us:: 
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that HE COULD SAY NOTHING CERTAIN; whether, with the Ce- 
rinthians, they deemed Jesus to be a mere man; or whether, as 
the truth is, they asserted his birth from Mary through the Holy 
Spirit. 

epi Xptorov dé ob« olda elretv, et kat abrol, ry THY wpoepn- 
pévey wept Kfpwv@ov cat MipivOor poxOnpig ayOévrec, Wirdy 
kvOpwroy voullovew 7, Kaba } ad7Oea exer, dea Wvevparoc 
‘Aylov yeyervijobat ée Maplac dtaBeBacotvra. Epiph. adv. heer. 
lib. i. tom. 2. heer. 29. 

Had Epiphanius known the Humanitarianism of the Naza- 
renes, we may be quite sure that he would have prominently 
alleged it. 

I suspect him to have known the contrary. But, however 
this may be, the Humanitarianism of the Nazarenes can never 
be proved from an author, who declares himselfignorant of 
their sentiments respecting the nature of Christ. 


SECTION IV. 


RESPECTING THE DOCTRINE OF THE EBIONITES. 


I wAvE stated: that The Ebtonites agreed with the Cerinthians, 
tn maintaining the mere humanity of Jesus, though some of them 
held, and some of them denied, his birth from a virgin: but that 
They differed from them, in asserting (as Augustine speaks) 
that the Christ atso was a mere man; for, discarding the notion 
that the Christ was a supercelestial spirit distinct from the man 
Jesus, they contended, like our modern Unipersonalists, that the 
single individual Jesus-Christ was, in point of nature, a mere 
man, united neither to a supercelestial spirit nor yet to the Su- 
preme Divinity. See above, append. i. numb. 2. sect. 3. § 1. 
2. (2.) 

Such was my statement. Now, in regard to it, Epiphanius, 
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Cerinthians asserted Jesus, and the Ebionites asserted Jesus- 
Christ, to be a mere man. 

Here, then, lay the difference. 

. In the language of Augustine and of the early Catholic 
Church from the very first, Zo conress Christ as THE SON OF 
cop is To conrEss, as a.necessary article of faith, THE ESSEN- 
TIAL Divinity of Christ. 

Thus, when the Simonian Gnostics asserted the mere hu- 
manity of Jesus; Origen expresses this idea by saying: that 
They did not conrzss Jesus to be THE SON OF GOD. Oddapiic 
rov "Inoovy dpodoyova Yidv Geov Tipwravel. Orig. cont. Cels. 
lib. v. p. 272. And thus, when Julian alleged that no Evange- 
list before St. Jobn taught THE pbiviIniTy of Christ; Cyril 
promptly met him, on the ancient hermeneutic principle of the 
Church, by réplying: that the title of THE son oF GoD was ap- 
plied to Christ by all the earlier Evangelists, and that the ap- 
plication of this title was equivalent to an ascription of xEs- 
SENTIAL Divinity. Cyril. Alex. cons, Julian. lib. x. p. 328. 
See below, append. 11. numb. 10. 

Now, on this point, namely, 4 conression of Christ as THE 
SON OF Gop, the Nazarenes (for, in truth, their sole heresy was 
their insisting upon the religious obligatoriness of the Cere- 
monial Law) agreed with the Catholics: and hence, by Au- 
gustine, their conrEssion of the common faith in regard to THE 
ESSENTIAL Diyinity of Christ is placed in studied contradis- 
tinction to the Cerinthian and Ebionitic assERTION of dogmas 
wholly incompatible with tt. 

Ii. The testimony of Jerome is exactly to the same purpose 
and with exactly the same arrangement. 

1. In his statement, on account of their mutually concurring 
adherence to the necessary observation of the Ceremonial Law, 
the Cerinthians and the Ebionites and the Nazarenes appear as 
three several semi-jewish sects. But, distinguishing the Naza- 
renes from the other two, of them he specially says: that They 
believed tn Christ as THE 80N OF GoD born from the Virgin Mary ; 
in whom also, he adds, we ourselves believe. 
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* Usque hodie per totas Orientis synagogas inter Judeeos he- 
resis est, quae dicitur Mingorum, quos vulgo Nazarc@os nunci- 
pant: qui credunt in Christum Filium Dei natum de virgine 
Maria; et eur dicunt esse, qui sub Pontio Pilato passus est et 
resurrexit : in quem et nos credimus. Sed, dum volunt et Ju- 
dzei esse et Christiani, nec Judzi sunt nec Christiani. Hieron. 
Epist. lxxxix. c. 4. Oper. tom. ii. p. 266. Colon. Agripp. 1616, 

2. This language of Jerome at once corroborates and explains 
the account given by Augustine, if indeed that account required 
any corroboration and explanation. ° 

So far as respected the doctrine of Christ being THE SON OF 
eop born from the Virgin; or, in other words (according to the 
well known purport of the phraseology then and from the first 
employed by the Catholic Church), so far as respected the doc- 
trine of The Son’s copETERNAL AND CONSUBSTANTIAL GODHEAD 
with the Father: the Nazarenes agreed with the Catholics. 

On this point, their conFEssion, as Augustine speiiks, was 
orthodox. . : 

Their error lay in insisting upon the necessity of observing 
the Ceremonial Law: an error, from which the great collective 
body of the primitive Church of Jerusalem was exempt; an 
error, which in his epistle to the Galatians, St. Paul had ‘clearly 
_ shewn to be inconsistent with the true evangelical doctrine ‘of 

Salvation through the alone merits of Christ. 

III. We may still note the same arrangement and the same 
discrimination in the ancient author of the Apostolical Con- 
stitutions: though, specifically, he mentions not the names 
either of the Cerinthians or of the Ebionites or of the Naza- 
renes. 

1. The method, which he adopts in the treatment of his sub- 
ject, is the following. 

(1.) In his account of confirmed and inveterate heretics, 
he first notices those : who insisted upon the necessity of ob- 
serving the Ceremonial Law, while they bélieved in Jesus 
merely as a holy man and a delegated prophet. 


Ta xara vouov xaBapa éecbleay xat weorrepiverOat voninw 
po p Ly) 


406 THE APOSTOLICITY [App. 1. 


miorebery 86 alc "Inooty, dc ele Baiov Avdpa xai wpoghrny. Con- 
stit. Apost. lib. vi. c. 10. 

(2.) After this, he states the sound catholic doctrine, re- 
specting the true nature and character of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and respecting the abrogation of the Ceremonial Law. 

Tov Xprordy ob Yrdor &vOpwrov dporoyotpey, dda Oeor Ad- 
yor cal &vOpwroy, peolrny Ocod wal dvOphwwy, dpyupia rob 
Narpéc. Obre py pera ‘lovdalwy xeptrepvdpea. Constit. 
Apost. lib. vi. ¢. 11. 

(8.) And he then proceeds to write against those: who cox- 
yzssyD, indeed ; but who, at the same time, wished to judaise. 

Iipé¢ rove dporoyotrrac, lovdatlaw 32 Oédovrac. Constit. 
Apost. lib. vi. c. 12. 

2. Now, as the Cerinthians and the Ebionites are ale 
intended by the persons, who observe the Ceremonial Law, while 
they venerate Jesus under the aspect of a mere holy man: so 
‘are the Nazarenes no less clearly meant by the persons, who 
wish to judaise, though they nevertheless convyss; for there are 
no other individuals, with whom such a description will cor- 
respond. 

What, then, was the import of their convession 7 

Doubtless, as the whole context shews, its import was that 
acknowledgment of the godhead of Christ, which immediately 
before had been set forth as the conrzsston of the Catholics. 

For the entire statement runs in manner following. 

(1.) The Cerinthians and the Ebionites, together with the ob- 
servance of the Ceremonial Law, believed in Jesus as a mere 
holy man. 

(2.) The Catholics, without the observance of the Ceremonial 
Law, conresseD Jesus Christ, not as a mere man, but as cop 
THE WORD AND MAN CONJOINTLY. 

(8.) The Nazareries, together with the observance of the 
Ceremonial Law, made the same convzssiow respecting Jesus 
Christ, as that which was made by the Catholics. 

8, It will be observed: that the author of the Apostolical 
Constitutions employs the self-same word conrezss, to set forth 
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equally the faith of the Catholics and the faith of the Nazarenes. 
And it will be recollected: that still the self-same word conreEss 
is employed by Augustine, to.contradistinguish the FaiTH of 
the Nazarenes from the assertions of the Cerinthians and the 
Ebionites. 

IV. Against this mass of concurring evidence, the sole mat- 
ter, which can be set up, is the assertion of Theodoret: that 
The Nazarenes venerated Christ only under the aspect of a just 
man. Theod. Heret. Fab. lib. ii..c. 2. 

1. Doubtless, Theodoret makes the assertion: but, even if 
we admit its accuracy, no benefit would accrue to the antitrini- 
tarian cause from such an.admission. 

Theodoret flourished in the course of the fifth century: 
and, without any impeachment of our already adduced testi- 
monies, it is easy to conceive; that the remnant of the Naza- 
renes, as they had always symbolised with the Ebionites in the 
obligatory observance of the Ceremonial Law, might at length, 
finding themselves viewed by the Catholics as heretics, adopt 
their opinions algo ts respect to the nature of Christ. 

2. The accuracy of Theodoret, however, may well be dis- 

puted: both because his assertion is at variance with the testi- 
monies of Augustine and Jerome and the author of the Apos- 
tolical Constitutions; and also because he seems evidently to 
‘have been misled by a too hasty interpretation of his pre- 
decessor Epiphanius who lived in the course of the fourth 
century. : 
. (1.) Epiphaniys had said: that The Nazarenes held opinions 
similar to those of the Cerinthians. “Opowa xécrnvras ra opo- 
yagpara. Epiph. ady. her. lib.:i. tom. 2. her. 29.. And he had 
subsequently added : that, 4s Ebion adopted the sentiments of 
the Osséans and the Nazarenes and the Nasaréans and the 
Cerinthians, so he and the Naxarenes. mutually communicated 
thew smprobity to each other ; for though they differed in a CER- 
TAIN POINT (xard@ zl) they resembled each other in the:r evilmind- 
edness, -Epiph. adv. her. lib. i. tom. 2. heer. 89. 

From these expressions, Theodoret seems to have hastily 


408 THE .APOSTOLICITY [arr. L 


concluded: that The Nazarenes agreed with the Ebsonties in 
their opinion respecting the nature of Christ. 

But Epipbanius says nothing of the sort. 

He merely intimates, unspecifically: that The Nazarenes 
held opinions similar to those of the Cerinthians ; and that They 
mutually communicated ther improbity with the Ebsonites. 

What he meant by this language was: not that The Naza- 
renes denied the godhead of Christ ; but that, like the Ebionites 
and the Cerinthians, They insisted upon the necessity of obsero- 
ing the Ceremonial Law. 

That such was his meaning, may be learned even from the 
very passage in which this language occurs. 

While he says; that The Ebtonites and the Nazarenes mu- 
tually communicated their tmprobity to each other: be mme- 
diately subjoins ; that, Resembling each other in cotlmindeduess, 
they nevertheless, In A CERTALM POINT, differed. 

Now in what did this difference, on ONE CERTAIN POLNT, 
consist 7 

Clearly, in the radically dissimilar view which they took of 
the person and nature of Christ: for we know that, t regard to 
the necessity of observing the Ceremonial Law, they perfectly 
agreed. 

From this brief hint, I suspect: that Epiphanius well knew. 
the soundness of the Nazarenes in respect to the doctrine of 
Christ’s godbead, though, from his extreme dislike of them, be 
was unwilling to speak out more explicitly. For it is difficult 
to comprehend what he could have meant by the allowed dif 
ference between the Nazarenes and the Ebionites mx omB cER- 
TAIN POINT, if it were not the precise difference specified by 
Jerome and Augustine and the author of the Apostolical Con- 
stitutions. 

(2.) Be that, however, as it may, Epiphanius has effectually 
prevented any person, who would read his Work on Heresies, 
from rationally asserting, on his authority : that. The Nazarenes 
symbolised with the Ebionites in their denial of Christ's divinity. 

Truly or not, respecting these same Nazarenes he tells us: 
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that HE COULD SAY NOTHING CERTAIN; whether, with the Ce- 
rinthians, they deemed Jesus to be a mere man; or whether, as 
the truth is, they asserted his birth from Mary through the Holy 
Spirit. 

Tlep) Xpeorov 82 ob« olda elwetv, el cat abrol, ry rv mpospn- 
pévwy wept KfpeBov cat MfpivOor poxOnpig ayOévrec, Widow 
&vOpwror voutlovow’ jj, xabae h ad7Gea Exe, dca LMvedparoc 
“Aylov yeysvvijcbar é« Maplac dtcaBeBacovvrat. Epiph. adv. heer. 
lib. i. tom. 2. heer. 29. | 

Had Epiphanius known the Humanitarianism of the Naza- 
renes, we may be quite sure that he would have prominently 
alleged it. 

I suspect him to have known the contrary. But, however 
this may be, the Humanitarianism of the Nazarenes can never 
be proved from an author, who declares himself ignorant of 
their sentiments respecting the nature of Christ. 


SECTION IV. 


RESPECTING THE DOCTRINE OF THE EBIONITES. 


I wave stated: that The Ebionites agreed with the Cerinthians, 
in maintaining the mere humanity of Jesus, though some of them 
held, and some of them denied, his birth from a virgin: but that 
They differed from them, in asserting (as Augustine speaks) 
that the Christ atso was a mere man; for, discarding the notion 
that the Christ was a supercelestial spirit distinct from the man 
Jesus, they contended, like our modern Unipersonalists, that the 
single individual Jesus-Christ was, in point of nature, a mere 
man, united neither to a supercelestial spirit nor yet to the Su- 
preme Divinity. See above, append. i. numb. 2. sect. 3. § 1. 
2, (2.) 

Such was my statement. Now, in regard to it, Epiphanius, 
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I am perfectly aware, describes the Ebionites, as holding, with 
the Cerinthians: that The Eon Curur was distinct from the 
mere man yEsUs; and that Zhe former entered into the latter at 
the time of his baptism. Epiph. adv. heer. lib. i. tom. 2. heer. 80, 

Hence I confess, that Epiphanius, so far at least as respects 
his own times, contradicts my statement. It may be doubted, 
however, whether this testimony, even if we admit its partial 
accuracy ; can be justly extended to more early times. 

I. Irenéus, a much older writer than Epiphanius, tells us: 
that The Ebionstes did not hold the same opmions respecting the 
Lord as Cerinthus. 

Qui autem dicuntur Ebionei consentiunt quidem mundum a 
Deo factum: ea autem, que sunt erga Dominum, Nom snai- 
Tze ut Cerinthus et Carpocrates opinantur. Iren. adv. heer. 
lib. i. c. 26. 

Now Irenéus had, immediately before, ascribed to Cerinthus 
the gnostic peculiarity of The distinctness of the Eon Cunist 
Srom the mere man sesus: and, in asserting the mere humanity 
of the Lord Jzsus, we know, that the Ebionites and the Cerin- 
thians were agreed. Iren. adv. heer. lib. 1. c. 25. 

Therefore the point of their disagreement, with the exception 
that some of the Ebionites held the miraculous birth of the still 
mere man Jesus from a virgin, can only have been the question 
of The distinctness or the indistinctness of THE CHRIST. 

I well know: that some have proposed to alter the won s1- 
MILITER of Irenéus into CONSIMILITER ; which, no doubt, would 
exactly invert the purport of that Father’s testimony. But such 
an alteration, I believe, rests not upon the authority of any manu- 
script : and is, therefore, purely conjectural.and gratuitous. 

II. To retain and to argue from the expression Mon siMuLi~ 
tsx, | am-the more inclined; because Theodoret, who, as a 
mueh later writer against heresies, would naturally consult the 
more ancient Work of Irenéus on the same subject, states ua- 
equivocally : that such was the precise point, upon which the 
Cerinthians and the Ebionites disagreed ; the Cerinthians asr 
serting the baptismal descent of the Eon Cunist and his dis- 
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tinctness from the man sxsvus, while the Ebionites, like the later 
disciples of Theodotus and Artemon and Photinus, denied it. 

'O d€ Kpuvbee roy péev IHZOYN &€'Iwod cai Maplac Ednee 
yevynOijvar Kara Kowoy rév avOparwy vdpov, dvwOery dé rox 
XPIZTON careAndwOdra éxt rox THEOYN. *EGwyaio 8 cad 
Qeodorriayol xal’Aprepomtavol eal Dwreevravod yrArdy dvOpwrov 
sipfxacty ix ric rapBévov roy XPIZTON a iia Theodor. 
Heeret. Fab. lib. v- e. 11. 

This statement would. be the precise and necessary result of 
Theodoret having read, in the original Greek of Irenéus, ody 
dpalwe : but a directly opposite statement must have been the 
result of his having there read dpolwe. _ 

IIT, Theodoret exactly harmonises with Augustine: who, 
also, may: be reasonably.supposed to have not written without 
consulting his senior Irenéus. | 

He tells us: that The Cerinthtans deemed sxsvus to:be a.mere 
man; but that The Ebionites ascribed bare humanity to the - 
CHRIST afso. 

- Cerinthiani,—_Jesum hominem tantummodo fuisse-—~-Hebio- 
nei CHRISTUM e/iam tantummodo hominem dicunt. pega: de 
her: § 8, 10. | 

- IV. The same tendon is also borne by the meee 
historian Eusebius. 

In his account.of the Ebionites, he aeuties some of them 
as-maintaming the curserto be a mere man born from Joseph 
and Mary, and others of them as admitteng his birth from the 
virgin through the Holy Spirit but:as denying his preéxistence 
and divimity. Yet he says not a word, as to any of them hold~. 
ing the cerinthian :tenet of the baptismaal descent of the dis- 
tinct Eon cuaist into the. distinct man JEsus.° 

"EPwralove rotrove olxtiag érephpulor ol rpGrot, wraydc cal 
rameluwe ra wept rou Xpierod dotalovtac. Acrdv pev yap abrdy 
Ked-Kawwov tyyovrro, kara tpoxor)y Ooug ard pévoy dvOpwrov 
dedexacwpévor, &.dvdpdg re xotwwvlac cal rijg¢ Maplag syeyevyn- 
pévov-—AdXot 5é xapa rovroue, rijc abriic vrec wpocnyoplac, ry 
pty rey ctonpéver Exrowoy duedldpaccoy aromiay, ix rapBévov xai 
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rov “Aytov Ivevparoc pn dpvovpevoe yeyovévac rov Kiptor od 
pny 26° duoiwe: Kal ovrot, rpotrapyew abrov, Gedy Adyoy’ Gyra 
wal Zopiay dpodoyourrec, ri Tv mpoTépwy wepierpéxovro Svaoce-~ 
Belg. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. lib. iii. c. 27. 

Now, what Eusebius says of the doctrine of the Ebionites 
respecting cHrist, Origen’ says of their doctrine respecting 
yesus: and he is equally silent, as to their holding the marked 
peculiarity of the tenet specially held by the Cerinthians. 

Otro: & etoty of “dirrol "EBwwyvatoe fro: éx wapOévov dpodo- 
yourrec, épolwc hpiv, rov Incody’ 4 oby otrw yeyevyijoBar, aN’ 
& rave octave avOpdrovc.- Orig. cont. Cels. lib. v. p. 272. 

Uniting, then, these two testimonies, and combining them 
with the precedifg testimonies, we seem once more brought to 
the conelusion : that The E bionites, (as I believe Irenéus to have 
stated by the expression zon similiter or oby dpuotwc) did wot 
apree with the Cerinthians ‘in those points of doctrine which re- 
spect the nature of our Lord. For, while the Cerinthians held, 
that The distinct Eon curist descended upon the distinct mere 
man susus at the time of his baptism: the Ebionites held, that 
There was no such distinction between cnzist and 3xEsvs, but 
that The single tndtvidual sesus-cuRist was one mere man 
whether born from Joseph and Mary or born mraculously from 
the Virgin Mary alone. 

V. Nay, if I mistake not, even Epiphanius himself ought 
really to be considered, as corroborating, mstead of contradict- 
ing, my view of the doctrinal system of the early Ebionites. 

Though, in the middle of the fourth century, he describes 
those sectaries as symbolising with the Cerinthians in the pre- 
tended descent of the Eon Christ into the man Jesus: yet he 
likewise exhibits them, as having therein departed from the sen- 
timents of their founder Ebion ; whom, accordingly, he charges 
with no such speculation ; but whom, on the contrary, he repre- 
sents, as believing cuRist to have been born, after the manner 
of other men, from Joseph and Mary. Epiph. adv. heer. lib. i. 
tom. 2. her. 30. 

Thus, tn effect, Epiphanius bears the same testimony respect- 
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ing the early Ebionites, as Irenéus and Theodoret and Augus- : 
tine and Eusebius. For, however, in the middle of the fourth 
century, some of their descendants (and, after all, Epiphanius 
vouches only for some, and that too in lapse of time).might have 
departed from the original doctrine of Ebion : the very name of 
the sect imports, that the early or the first Ebionites agreed 
with him. 

VI. Be this as it may, from the speculations of the Cerin- 
thians and the Ebionites alike, so far as respected the nature and 
character of our Lord, the Nazarenes differed altogether. For, 
though they agreed with those two judaising sects in the religious 
necessity of observing the Ceremonial Law, they still, with the 
entire Church Catholic, maintained; that szsus-cHRIST was THE 
SON OF Gop incarnate from the Virgin Mary : or, in other words, 
they maintained ; that JEsUS-cHRIST a8, TRUE GOD OF THE SUB- 
STANCE OF THE FATHER begotten before the worlds, and true man 
of the substance of his mother born tn the world. 

This inevitably follows from the current phraseology of the 
early Church. For, by the special title of ruEz son oF Gop, the 
ancient writers always understood GOD FROM GOD, LIGHT FROM 
LIGHT, TRUE GOD FROM TRUE GOD. See below, append. ii. 
numb, 10. 

Hence, in testifying that The Nazarenes believed our Lord 
to be THE SON OF GoD born from the .womb of the Virgin: they, | 
in effect, according to the purport of their own phraseology, 
testified, that The Nazarenes belteved our Lord to be yERx Gop 
incarnate. 


SECTION V. 


RESPECTING THE CHRONOLOGY OF EPIPHANIUS IN REGARD TO 
AQUILA. 


In the chronology of Epiphanius respecting Aquila, there is an 
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apparent diffieulty, which Dr. Priestley has employed for the 
purpose of throwing discredit upon the whole account of that 
officer’s intercourse with a body of Hebrew Christians while he 
was superintending the works at Elia. 

Epiphanius tells us: that Adrian, in his progress diviiaics 
Palestine, visited the ruined :city of Jerusalem ; that, deter- 
maining to rebuild it under the name of Elsa, he appointed 
Aquila his master of the works; that Aquila, while superin- 
tending the business, there conversed with certain Hebrew 
Christians who had returned thither from Pella, and there be- 
came a convert to Christianity ; that, afterward, he apostatised 
to Judaism ; and that, when he had thus apostatised, he applied 
himself to the study of Hebrew and translated the Old Testa- 
ment. 

Now we know: that Adrian commanded Jerusalem to be 
rebuilt in the year 137, immediately after the enactment of an 
edict in the year 136, which banished from its precincts all ob- 
servers of the Ceremonial Law. . 

Yet Epiphanius also tells us; that 4quila became known in 
the twelfth year of Adrian, or in the year 129. And, from the 
mode in which this information is conveyed, Dr. Priestley pro- 
nounces: that Aquila then became known by his translation of 
the Hebrew Soriptures. 

Henee he coricludes: that, Since Epiphanius himself fixes 
the date of the translation to the twelfth year of Adrian or the 
year 129, Aquila could not have conversed with Hebrew Christ- 
tans at Jerusalem and have there become a convert to Christi- 
anity in the year 187 or the twentieth year of Adrian. Whence 
the result is: that Zhe whole account of his intercourse with a 
body of Hebrew Christians at Jerusalem, subseyuent to the edict 
which banished from that city all observers of the Ceremomat 
Law, must needs be a mere fable. 

I. The premises, upon which this objection rests, are the 
alleged contradictory statement of Epiphanius: that Aquila 
translated the Hebrew Scriptures in the twelfth year of Adrian 
or in the year 129, 
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equally the faith of the Catholics and the faith of the Nazarenes. 
And it will be recollected : that still the self-same word conress 
is employed by Augustine, to contradistinguish the yarrH of 
the Nazarenes from the assgrrions of the Cerinthians and the 
Ebionites. 

IV. Against this mass of concurring evidence, the sole mat- 
ter, which can be set up, is the assertion of Theodoret: that 
The Nazarenes venerated Christ only under the aspect of a just 
man. Theod. Heret. Fab. lib. ii. c. 2. 

1. Doubtless, Theodoret makes the assertion: but, even if 
we admit its accuracy, no benefit would accrue to the antitrini- 
tarian cause from such an.admission. 

Theodoret flourished in the course of the fifth century: 
and, without any impeachment of our already adduced testi- 
monies, it is easy to conceive; that the remnant of the Naza- 
renes, as they had always symbolised with the Ebionites in the 
obligatory observance of the Ceremonial Law, might at length, 
finding themselves viewed by the Catholics as heretics, adopt 
their opinions also i respect to the nature of Christ. 

2. The accuracy of Theodoret, however, may well be dis- 
puted: both because his assertion is at variance with the testi- 
monies of Augustine and Jerome and the author of the Apos- 
tolical Constitutions; and also because he seems evidently to 
‘have been misled by a too hasty interpretation of his pre- 
decessor Epiphanius who lived in the course of the fourth 
century. ' 

(1.) Epiphanius had said: that The Nazarenes held opinions 
similar to those of the Cerinthians. “Opowa xéxrnyrae ta ppa- 
yvgayara. Epiph. adv. heer. lib. i. tom. 2. heer. 29.. And he had 
subsequently added: that, 4s Ebton adopted the sentiments of 
the Osséans and the Nazarenes and the Nasaréans and the 
Cerinthians, so he and the Nazarenes mutually communicated 
thew tmprobity to each other ; for though they differed in a CER 
TAIN POINT (xard 7) they resembled each other in their evilmind- 
edness. -Epiph. adv. her. lib. i. tom. 2. heer. 30. 

From these expressions, Theodoret seems to have, hastily 
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this time of his engagement, Aquila became successively a 
Christian and a Jew, and how finally he gained his anticipated 
name of an INTERPRETER by his translation of the Old Tes- 
tament. 

Hence it is evident: that Epiphanius, by anticipation, calls 
Aquila an INTERPRETER previous even to his conversion to 
Christianity, and therefore much more previous to his actually 
undertaking the task of his IntERPRETATION. 

And hence, consequently, it is evident: that The chronologi- 
cal statement of Epiphanius is wholly insufficient to establish 
Dr. Priestley’s necessary premises of the translation of Aquila 
having been made in the twelfth year of Adrian. 

II. Still, however, it will naturally and reasonably be asked : 
What Epiphanius could mean, by so peculiarly stating ; that, in 
the twelfth year of Adrian, Aquila became known. 

1. Bishop Horsley thinks: that Aquila then became known, 
because Aquila then was appointed to so considerable an office as 
that of overseer of the public works at Elia. Remarks on 
Priestley’s second Letters, part ii. chap. 2. p. 372. 

I regret, that I cannot follow the learned Prelate in this 
solution. 

A temple, it is true, had been built and dedicated to Jupiter 
Capitolinus, anterior to the breaking out of the jewish rebellion, 
and in truth mainly producing that rebellion. But the appoint- 
ment of Aquila, as Epiphanius distinctly states, was to superin- 
tend the rebuilding of the city, including most probably the re- 
paration and restoration ofthe temple of Jupiter: and the re- 
building of the city was not determined upon, nor was a super- 
intendant for that purpose appointed, until the year 137 or the 
twentieth year of Adrian, when now the jewish rebellion had 
been quelled and every observer of the Ceremonial Law had been 
banished. 

Hence I perceive not, how Adrian could have appointed 
Aquila his master of the works at Elia in his twelfth year or in 
the year 129, 

2. Rejecting, then, on this point, the supposition of Bishop 
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Horsley, I would offer, in its place, a solution, which perhaps 
may be recommended by its very simplicity. 

- To so considerable an office as that of his master of the 

works at Elia, we can scarcely suppose, that Adrian would have 
appointed an unknown and obscure stranger. 
' Henee it may be faitly presumed : that, instead of frst be- 
coming known by his appointment to office at Ela, Aquila was 
already, at the time of his appointment, well known, both to the 
Emperor and to the Public, as a tried and experienced civil 
engineer. 

Now I apprehend Epiphantus to state: that, in the way of 
his profession, Aquila first became known to Adrian in his 
° twelfth year or in the year 129; and that, in consequence of 
his thus having become known to him as an able architect, the 
Emperor, in his twentieth year or in the year 137, that is to say, 
after an acquaintance and trial of full eight years, at length 
appointed him to the superintendance of the works at Elia. 

Have we, then, any reasonable presumption, beyond mere 
vague general conjecture: that Aquila first became known to 
the Emperor, precisely in his twelfth year, rather than tn any 
other year, as an able and intelligent engineer ? 

I conceive: that we have a very reasonable presumption for 
the accuracy of such an opinion. 

Since Epiphanius specially pitches upon the twelfth year of 
Adrian or the year 129 for the circumstance of. Aquila first 
becoming known, we are obviously led to inquire what were the 
transactions of that particular year. 

- Now the transactions, somewhat curiously, turn out to be 
exactly such as to substantiate the opinion. 

In the year 129 or in the twelfth year of Adrian, the cities of 
Nicomedia and Cesaréa and Nice in Bithynia, having been over- 
thrown by an earthquake, were, by Adrian, ordered to be re- 
built at his own expence: on which account and occasion, he 
was styled The restorer of Bithynia. For the superintendance 
of these works, various officers, with various gradations of 
rank and authority, must of course have been employed: and 
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here, in Bithynia, if I mistake not, Aquila first became known 
to Adrian as a man of:trust and talents in his own profession. 

It will be asked: Why, in the wide extent of the Roman Em- 
pire, should we suppose, merely from the circumstance of the ree 
building of the cities of Nicomedia and Nice and Cesaréa, that 
Aquila became known in Bithynia rather than in any other 
province ? ar 

I reply: that Aquila himself'was of Sinopé in Pontus: a city 
in the immediate vicinity of Bithynia. Hence, when civil en- 
gineers were required for the works at Nicomedia and Nice 
and Cesaréa, he would naturally, close at hand, find employ- 
ment in the rebuilding of those cities: and, there having made 
himself known as an able architect, and having given satisfaction 
to the Emperor in a subordinate capacity though still in the 
precise department of rebuilding ruinated cities; he was at 
length, eight years afterward, appointed by his patron to the 
superintendance of the works at Elia. 

By such an arrangement, the whole narrative of Epiphanius 
will stand out perfectly clear and consistent. 

Aquila became known, in the twelfth year of Adrian or in 
the year 129, by the circumstance of his being employed and 
giving satisfaction as a public officer in Bithynia: and in conse- 
quence of his thus becoming known, he was appointed to super- 
intend the works at Elia in the twentieth year of Adrian or in 
the year 137. 

III. There is one more point in the chronology of Epiphanius, 
which may seem to require some notice. 

In accordance with the well known circumstance, that Adrian 
commanded Jerusalem to be rebuilt in the year 187 after the re- 
bellion of the Jews had been finally quelled in the year 136, 
I have placed, in the year 137, his visit to Jerusalem and his 
appointment of Aquila to superintend the works at that'city.- 

Yet Epiphanius speaks of his thus visiting Jerusalemi, and of 
his there appointing Aquila to-the office of master-engmeer, m 
the forty seventh year after the desolation of Jerusalem by Titus. 
Epiph. de Pond. et Mens. Oper. p. 302. 
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Now the forty seventh year after the desolation of Jerusalem 
by Titus coincides, not with the year 137, but with the year 117: 
because Jerusalem was desolated by Titus in the year 70. 

' Hence the. chronology of Epiphanius seems again to be . 
thrown into confusion and perplexity. 

. 1. After fully considering the matter to the best of my abili- 
ties, I have no hesitation in saying: that the text of Epiphanius 
must here inevitably be corrupt. 

Instead of the vonry SEVENTH year after the desolation of Je- 
rusalem by Titus, we ought, in the present passage, to read the 
SIXTY SEVENTH year after the desolation of Jerusalem by Titus: 
the error of yorTY SEVENTH, in the place of sixty sEVENTH, 
having been produced by the carelessness of some ancient 
transcriber. 

_2. My reasons for this opinion are the following. 

.(1.) If the Emperor Adrian visited Jerusalem in the forty 
seventh year after its desolation by Titus or in the year 117, and if 
at that same time he appointed Aquila his master of the works 
there: Aquila must have become known at least as early as the 
year 117. 

But Epiphanius himself tells us: that Aquila did not be- 
come known until the twelfth year of Adrian or the year 129. 

Hence, if we retain the reading ForTY SEVENTH, we shall 
exhibit Epiphanius as directly contradicting himself. 

(2.) The reading yorty sEVENTH makes Adrian to have 
visited Jerusalem, as the then reigning Emperor of the Ro- 
mans, in the year 117. . 

But Adrian never visited Jerusalem in the year 117: nor had 
he, at that.time, become Emperor. | 

For he did not succeed Trajan until the year 118: and, in 
his various progresses through the Empire, he did not, even for 
the first time, visit Palestine, until the year 131. 

Therefore, clearly, the reading FoRTY SEVENTH cannot but be 
spurious. cf a 4 
' (8.) At the time when Adrian jinally visited Jerusalem and 
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appointed Aquila to superintend the rebuilding of it, .he was, 
according to Epiphanius, labouring under an incurable disorder, 
and vainly travelling in quest of a restoration to health. 

The Emperor, he tells us, had, without success, called in the 
whole body medical throughout his Empire. Whereupon, find- 
ing himself no way benefited by the advice of his physicians, 
he peevishly wrote an objurgatory letter against the very science 
of Medicine: and then set out upon his wonted travels, in 
hopes of improving his health by change of air and amusement 
and occupation and locomotion. With this object, he first 
sailed to Egypt. Next he went to Antioch. Then he passed 
through Ccelo-Syria and Phenicia. And then he came into 
Palestine, which is also called Judéa. Here he went up to 
Jerusalem: and, finding it in a ruinated condition, he gave 
orders for its reédification under the name of Elia, and ap- 
pointed Aquila to be his master of the works. Epiph. de Pond. 
et Mens. Oper. p. 302. 

Now all these matters perfectly correspond with the year 
137: but, as they correspond not with any other year save that 
year in particular, so, more especially, it is plainly impossible 
that they should correspond with the year 117. 

In the year 136, Adrian, now an old man though always a 
man of remarkably active habits, fell into avery infirm state 
of health:.in the year 137, we know him to have ordered Je- 
rusalem to be rebuilt: in the course of the same year 137, he 
retired to Tibur or Tivoli, where his disease increased, instead 
of abating : and, on the tenth day of July in the year 138, he 
died. 

If, then, we combine these several known mattérs with: thé 
narrative of Epiphanius, there can, I think, be no reasonable 
doubt : that Adrian’s final visit to Jerusalem ought to be placed 
in the year 137; and, consequently, that the reading sixrTy 
SEVENTH Ought to be substituted for the present reading FORTY 
SEVENTH. 

(4.) As we are led to this result by the necessity of evidence 
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both circumstantial and chronological, so the very form of 
the erroneous reading itself points out the original genuine 
reading. 

The erroneous reading stands, not Forty sixta or Forty 
EIGHTH or Forty NINTH, but precisely Forty sEVENTH. 

Hence it indicates : that the chronological designation of the 
year intended terminates in SEVENTH, not in SIXTH or in EIGHTH 
or in NINTH. 

That that year cannot be the rorty seventh, we have very 
plainly seen: that it was the sixty seventh, we have every 
reason to believe. 

The sEventuH, then, remains ; a portion of the genuine read- 
ing ttself, and a clue to the other portion of the genuine read- 
ing: while the adjunct rorty alone requires correction. 

Accordingly, when Forty SEVENTH is corrected to sixty 
SEVENTH, the date is reconciled to facts: and thus the whole 
becomes reasonable and harmonious. 

3. On these grounds, I believe Epiphanius to have really 
written: not that The Emperor Adrian, while labouring under 
an incurable disorder, visited Jerusalem, tn the rorTY SEVENTH 
year after its desolation by Titus, or in the year 117; but that 
The Emperor Adrian, while labouring under an incurable dis- 
order, visited Jerusalem, in the stxTY SEVENTH year after its 
desolation by Titus, or in the year 137. 

The former date brings out an impossibility : the latter date 
harmonises, both with recorded facts, and with general chro- 
nology. 


END OF VOL. I. 
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